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Almanac
Level Y

Text Type: Aimanac

Summary: These pages describe
problems caused by greenhouse gas
emissions and actions people can take
to protect the atmosphere.A

Themes/ldeas: recognize the
relationship between fossil fuels and
greenhouse gases; understand steps
people can take to reduce GO, in the
atmosphere

Informational Text Features:
subheads, text boxes, photos, chart,
pie chart

Academic Vocabulary:
* discouraging: causing to feel less
hopeful
* significant: very important or
meaningful

Domain-Specific Vocabulary:

* fossil fuels: materials (such as oil,
coal, or natural gas) from the earth
that are used to produce power

* atmosphere: the air surrounding
the earth

* emissions: materials discharged
into the air, as smoke from fire

e recycling: processing something so

that it can be used again
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Our Carbon Footprint

Focus Question: What can people do to reduce greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere?

First Reading

Read aloud the title and preview the text, noting the subheads. Point out the text

features of this almanac. For the first reading, have students read through the
text. Then discuss the author’s main ideas.

Guided Close Reading

Key ldeas and Details What are greenhouse gases? What are fossil fuels? How are
the two related to each other? @)

Vocabulary What does atmosphere mean? In what way does the word atmosphere
relate to greenhouse gases? How does knowing the meaning of atmosphere help
the reader understand the author’s main idea? (1)]

Connect Ideas What is a “carbon footprint”? What can people do to reduce the
size of their carbon footprints? Why is it important to do so? Q00

Think Aloud According to the almanac, a “carbon footprint” is

the amount of carbon dioxide people create through everyday
activities. They can reduce it by using fewer fossil fuels and
planting trees. It's important to reduce the carbon footprint
because too much CO, in the atmosphere increases temperatures
and can change the weather.

Text Feature/Draw Conclusions Why did the author include the “Carbon Dioxide

in the Atmosphere” chart? What makes this presentation of information so
persuasive? What conclusions can you draw from the data included there? How
does this data support the author’s main idga? (2)f3)

Think Aloud Based on the chart, carbon dioxide levels in the
atmosphere have risen more quickly in recent years than in the
past. The data supports the author’s statement that carbon
dioxide is increasing due to human activities.

y
Words and Phrases in Context The author writes that planting trees is a way to
“shape the future.” What does “shape the future” mean in this context? How does

this phrase contribute to the tone ofthe excerpt? (4 )}

Text Feature The pie chart highlights the different types of trash found in U.S.
landfills. What accounts for more than three quarters of this trash? How does this
information support the ideas found in the “Making a Difference” box? @ @

Compare and Contrast The columnar chart and the pie chart present different
bodies of data and serve different purposes. Describe the benefits of each and
how they both contribute to a big picture of our carbon footprint. € @




An almanac is a reference book that gives current facts and stats about different
subjects. These excerpts are about how people’s actions affect the environment.

Don’t Be a (Carbon) Bigfoot

Using fossil fuels, such as gasaline, to power our

cars, and burning oil and coal to heat our homes 3

releases harmful gases into the atmosphere. These £\«

gases, known as greenhouse gases, include methane

and carbon dioxide (C[]z), and they can increase the

temperature and change the weather on Earth. The amount of

EUZ humans create through activities and energy choices is called their
carbon foatprint. For years scientists have warned that correcting

the CU emissions will be impossible ance we surpass the 400 mark.
Unfnrtunately in 2013, our pfanet reached over 400 parts per million.

Rising Carbon Dioxkide Lavels

«. The amuunt of the main greenhause gas, carbon dioxide (COZ) in the
atmusphere has been steadily rising fnr more than a century. Experts say the

Carbon ioxida intha Atmnsphara, 1903-2013

Yaar
[ {parts par mllllnn) )
of 1903 295
1915 301
1927 306
1843 308
- N
326
339
354
367
381
3074
393.82
400.63

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your
exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions
as prompts for a Turn and Talk activity before your
discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking
and ideas with evidence from the text.

* Why might an author choose to use charts or graphic
organizers for some information and text boxes for
other information?

*® Does the author really expect each American family to
plant a tree? Explain why you think the author includes
this detail.

¢ According to the author, what can people do to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and protect the
environment? Which of these do you, your family, or
your school do? Which could you start doing easily?

¢

Shaping the Future

.~ Nithough it's discouraging to fearn that the amount of C0, is building, people
- should still be encouraged to try to prevent greenhouse gas emissions.
* Planting trees is one reliable way that we can shape the future. The fact is,
if every American family planted just one tree, more than a hillion pounds of
greenhouse gases would be removed from the atmosphere every year.:

oS

Making a Difference

Reducing the amount of trash we produce every
day can have a significant impaet on protecting
our environment. The average American creates
about 4.5 pounds (2 kg) of trash per day. That
adds up to more than 1640 pounds (743 kg)
every year. Recycling makes a huge difference.
Each ton of recycled paper can save 17 trees,
380 gallons (1440 L) of oil, 3 cubic yards

(2.3 cu m) of landfill space, 4,000 kilowatts of
energy, and 7000 gallons (26,500 L) of water!

What’s Filling Up U.S. Landfills?

{in mitlians of tons)

Rubber, leather, textiles

Wood
16.33

Plastics
3005

Food scraps
3179

- Yard trinﬁﬁ\ s
SR e Paper and paperboard
3280 7742 -

Total amount of trash =
24956 millien tons

h
s,

Write About Readfh’g

Have students choose either one of the following options
for writing, or do both.

*® Create an Earth Day poster on which you list a
few problems caused by greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere and the solutions that people can do to
reduce them. (Informative/Explanatory)

¢ Is it important to try to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions? Why or why not? Write a well-developed
paragraph using details from the almanac. (Argument)

Connect to the Internet

To learn more information about recycling and reducing
their carbon footprints, have students visit www.epa.gov/
recyclecity/mainmap.htm and http://climatekids.nasa.gov/
how-to-help/.
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Text Type: Diary

Summary: This diary entry from a
Union soldier during the Civil War
describes the days following the
assassination of President
Abraham Lincoln.

4

Themes/Ideas: understand the
significance of a historical diary; learn
how Union soldiers reacted to the
death of President Lincoin

Informational Text Features: dates,
photos

Academic Vocabulary:

* crepe; dark fabric used as a sign of
mourming

* mourning: an outward sign of grief
after a death

* procession: a group of people
walking in a formal, ceremonial
way

* solemn; behaving in a serious or
dignified way

Domain-Specific Vocabulary:
* assassin: a person who kills a
politically important person
* martyr: a person who dies for a
cause or belief
* conspiracy: the act of plotting to do
an illegal deed

12 | GUIDED READING Short Reads!
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Diary of a Union Soldier

Focus Question: How did Union soldiers react to the death
of President Abraham Lincoln?

First Reading

Read aloud the title and name of the writer of the diary, Charles H. Lynch.

Review with students that Union soidiers fought for the northern states against
Confederate soldiers that fought for the southern states in the American Givil War
(1861-1865). At the time of the writing, the Civil War had just ended. Point out the
text features of this diary. For the first reading, have students read independently.
Then discuss the events the writer tells about in his diary.

Guided Close Reading

Author’s Craft In the entry for April 15, the writer refers to Lincoln as “our beloved
President.” How does this word choice set the tone for this and the other diary
entries? @

Key Ideas and Details Which details in the first two entries lead a reader to
understand the sadness the writer and the other soldiers feel? @) &)

Vocabulary Find the two occurrences of the word crepe in the text. How is crepe
used to show mourning? @ @

Think Aloud The writer says that crepe was placed on houses and
public buildings as evidence of mourning. Also, he writes that for
days of mourning, officers wear crepe on their left arms and their
swords as a sign of respect.

Connect Events On April 19, the writer lets us know that the funeral for Lincoln
takes place in Washington, D.C. Then he describes a funeral parade that the
townspeople have. What is the connection hetween these two events? @

eh
M SN

3

Think Aloud The real funeral for Lincoln takes place in Washington,
D.C. But the townspeople choose to have their own funeral parade
and service to show their respect for the President and as a way
to mourn. They even have an empty coffin and burial.

Text Structure What oréanizational structure does this text use? What effect
does this structure have on the reader’s understanding of the events the author

describes? @ @) 009 “

Photos and Text What do the two photos included with the diary show? How do
the photos help the reader understand what it was like to be a soldier in the
Civil War? & O

Author’s Craft/Make Inferences What words and phrases does Lynch use to
describe the mood in the Union camp throughout the entries? How does
the writer end the entry of April 20? What can you infer about this soldier’s
expectations in the aftermath of Lincoln’s death? @ @ @ @)




" Diary of a Union Soldier

Charles H. Lynch of Connecticut
Union Soldier of the 18th Infantry

Written on Saturday 15 April, 1865, while in camp.

April 15th.
Early morning news reported the assassination of our beloved
President. At first it could not be believed. | saw an orderly galloping
into camp, going right to the Colonel’s quarters. He brought the officiat
report. It was soon known through camp. It was a §reat shock and cast a
\”,) great gloom over our camp. How sudden the change. Joy turned to sorrow,
3 when we were rejoicing over the prospects of peace and the end of the
cruel war. At first it was reported that he might recover. Later report he
was dead. We could not do anything but talk over the sad event.
[ . ] We wondered who could do such an
i awful thing. Later we were informed who \
f; the assassin was. Excitement continyes
in our camp as this sad day comes to

a close.

April 46th. Sunday

No inspection. All is quiet, and a very
sad day in our camp. [. . ] All duties
S suspended for the day. Went for a walk.
Evidence of mourning on many houses
and public buildings, by placing crepe
on them.

e

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your
exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions

as prompts for a Turn and Talk activity before your

discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking

and ideas with evidence from the text.

° The author uses several different words and phrases

to describe what happened to President Lincoln
(assassination, taking off, murder). How does each
word choice affect the text?

© How did soldliers in the Union army learn about
President Lincoln’s death? What did they think
happened?

© Why do you think a soldier might keep a diary? Why
is reading this particular diary so interesting? Why
is having a diary entry from this time in our history
important for us now?

. takes place today in Washington. The towns-people have arranged

Aprit 19¢h.

All duty except guard and picket suspended since the assassination
of Mr. Lincoln. These are days of mourning. Officers wear crepe on
the left arm and on the hilts of swords for thirty days. The funeral

for a funeral parade and service to be held in the Court House. Our
regimental band is engaged to furnish the music for the procession,
On the march a coffin was carried, making a solemn appearance as
the funeral procession marched to the cemetery where the coffin

was buried. The whole thing was in charge of the towns-people.

It was a very strange proceeding in the eyes of down-east Yankees. It
was a very solemn occasion all through, to the burial of the coffin.

April 20th.

Weather fine. Real spring.
Allis quiet in camp. The body of the
martyr President is being carried
across the country to his home
town, Springfield, linois. These
are days of mourning. The sudden
taking off of Mr. Lincoln is the
topic of conversation in our camp.
It is generally believed there was a
conspiracy among the leaders of the
rebeltion to murder Mr. Lincoln, so
the cry is that the leaders
must be punished...

Note: [ . ]

Write About Reading

Have students choose either one of the following options
for writing, or do'both,  * -

° Write a paragraph that summarizes how these soldiers
from the Union army responded to the death of
President Lincoln. (Informative/Explanatory)

© The word martyr means someone who dies for a cause
or religion. In your view, was Lynch correct in calling
President Lincoln the “martyr President”? Write a one-
paragraph argument supporting your claim. (Argument)

Connect to tﬁe Internet

To learn more about President Lincoln’s assassination and
its aftermath, students can study the time lines at www.
americaslibrary.gov/jb/civil/ib_civil_lincoln_1.htm! and
www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/timeline/
assassination/.
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Essay
Level Y

Text Type: Essay

Summary: This essay is about the
history of waste disposal and the
successes of recycling efforts.

Themes/Ideas: recognize the
problems with different forms of
waste disposal; understand how
recycling helps the environment and
the economy

Informational Text Features:
headings

Academic Vocabulary:
* diverts: redirects

* {actics: actions used to accomplish
agoal

* prospered: grown; succeeded

* converting: changing

Domain-Specific Vocabulary:
* jnsulation: material used inside
walls to keep a building warm

® contaminates: pollutes

* jncinerators: machines used to
burn things, such as garbage

* conservation: protection

14 GUIDED READING Short Reads |

Recycling: A System That Works!

Y Focus Question: Why is recycling important, and how has it
Lo 1 helped the environment and the economy so far?

First Reading

Read aloud the title and preview the text, noting that this is an essay about the
history and successes of the recycling movement. Point out the headings. Have
students read through the text on their own. Then discuss the main ideas the
author shared about the importance of recycling and its impact.

Guided Close Reading

Key Ideas and Details Which sentence explains what recycling means? What
examples of things that can be recycled does the author include? Why are these
good examples? @)

Author’s Craft/Author’s Purpose The author includes statistics about how recycling
makes money and generates jobs. Why might the author focus on this information
in addition to the environmental benefits of recycling? Was the author’s purpose
here to inform, to entertain, or to persuade? @)

Text Structure How do the first two paragraphs of “Out of Site, Out of Mind”
contribute to the essay’s overall structure? What text structure is used? €

Think Aloud These paragraphs introduce three ways of getting rid
of garbage and then focuses on the problems that occur when
garbage is dumped, burned, or buried. The author describes

the problems of waste disposal and then explains how recycling
can be a solution to these problems. The author uses a problem-
solution text structure.

Make Inferences Summarize how the 1987 batge incident affected the public’s
awareness of waste disposal. What role did the incident play in the modern
recycling movement? Why was it a powerful symbol? €)

Vocabulary Under the heading “Changing Times” the author uses the word
prospered. What context clues help you understand its meaning? @)

Think Aloud The word prospered describes recycling efforts. The
first sentence says “recycling efforts have grown rapidly.” The
“Grown rapidly” is a context clue that suggests that prospered
has a similar meaning. The paragraph includes examples of its
growth.

Connect Ideas Compare the recycling programs described in these paragraphs.
Which seem most effective? Why? @) @)

Author’s Craft What key ideas does the author reinforce in the last two
paragraphs? What phrase does the author use to emphasize the most important
reason to recycle? Q) ©)




‘A System That Works',v :
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three ways'to > get rid of garbage: luinp,it (often in xivers, lakes and ocezns), burn

it, or bury it. As himan populations have mcreased in certain areas, the harmful

: effects of those tactrcs have become obvro

bottles ate returned toBe recycled

o ‘Some commumtres ar
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drsposal systems Perhap
cluttered and polluted;

:— The medla attention that was pa.rd to the mcldent awakened the pubhc to the need
...~ for better waste disposal. Many experts consider thie modem  recycling movement
' 'to have begun wrth that barge load of u ted garb_'age.

In recent décades; recycling efforts have grown ‘rapidly. They have éven prospered
during economic booms. U.s. recyclmg 'tes were beétween S percent; and10 .

: ey have expenenced large jumps in the
¢"years since. By 1990 the rate was up ,26 percent Tthad climbéd above'33.,
percent; by 2007, Recyclmg varies: greatly for different products. For car battenes :
‘- the rate is above 99; percent for paper and paperboard itis around 55 percent and
is about 37 percent N

. i approaches o' encourage recyc‘
‘Uhited States today thére are, approxrmately 8,660 curbsrde recytlm
Thousands of  drop-off centers are also in operatip: Many ates ha
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. ewarded with pomts that can be used: as gift ¢ certlﬁcates at national chain stores

As the Human popu.latron grows; it Al b ome mcreasrngly lmportant to take care
tant beneﬁts of recychng and fe reuse is. the

the cans and

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion Write About Readihg

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your Have students choose either one of the following options

exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions for writing, or do both.
as prompts for a Turn and Talk activity before your
discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking
and ideas with evidence from the text.

® The author uses facts and statistics to support the ideas by the author. (Argument)
in the essay. How does this information help convey the
importance of recycling?

® What efforts have U.S. communities made to"encourage ) / Use information from the text to help you fill in the
recycling? Which program did you think was most chart. (Informative/Explanatory)
interesting?

® The author says that recycling and reuse helps to COrmect to the |nternet

conserve natural resources but doesn’t give a further

explanation. What examples can you give of how To iearn more about recycling, have students check out
recycling or reuse helps to conserve a specific these websites: www2.epa.gov/recycle and www.pbs.org/
natural resource? independentlens/garbage-dreams/recycling.html.

® The author writes, “As the human population grows, it
will become increasingly important to take care of land,
water, and air.” Write a paragraph to support this claim

¢ Make a T-chart that shows how recycling is both good
for the environmient and good for economic growth.
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‘Guidebook
Level Y

Text Type: Guidebook

Summary: This guidebook excerpt
provides facts and historical details
on the Great Pyramid at Giza and the
Dead Sea, and describes how to visit
each site. :

Themes/ldeas: recognize key facts
about the history and locations of the
Great Pyramid at Giza and the Dead
Sea; note visiting information for the
pyramids at Giza and the Dead Sea

Informationa! Text Features: maps,
photos, captions, boxed text,
headings, buliets

Academic Vocabulary:
* dissolved: mixed with water to
create a solution
* soothe: to relieve pain or
discomfort
* cosmetic: related to a beauty
product, such as makeup

Domain-Specific Vocabulary:
* grosion: the action of being worn
down over time by water or air

* Jimestone: a type of rock often
used in construction

* tomb: a burial chamber or grave for

" adead person

* minerals: solid, nonliving

substances that occur naturally in

the ground

16 GUIDED READING Short Reads

A Guide to Ancient Sites

Focus Question: Why are the Great Pyramid at Giza and the
Dead Sea worth visiting?

First Reading

Read the introductory text about guidebooks, noting the title of this particular
guidebook. Explain that guidebooks like this one are used to provide short,
essential, and interesting bits of information to tourists. For the first reading, have
students preview the text and go on to read it independently. Then discuss the
important facts about each site.

Guided Close Reading

Text Feature Based on the maps, describe the locations of the Great Pyramid at
Giza and of the Dead Sea. Where are they in relation to each other? @) ©)

Key Ideas and Details Why was the Great Pyramid built? What makes it unique?
What makes the Dead Sea unique? € @ @ ®

Text Structure/Make Inferences What features does the author use to organize the
text and convey information? What can you infer about sites described on other
pages in this guidebook? €)@ O @

Think Aloud The author uses headings and bullet points to organize
facts. Some facts also appear in circles or boxes accompanied

by headings. This structure is likely used for each entry in the
guidebook, and helps the reader easily find information-and
quickly understand what the information is about.

Author’s Graft What are the most striking facts the author uses to explain the size
of the Great Pyramid? Similarly, which facts convey the extreme saltiness of the

Dead Sea? @ Q9O QD ®

S
e N
N

Compare and Contrast What are the significant similarities and differences between
these two places? Why is each one considered an ancient site? @) @)

Vocabulary What does it mean to soothe something? What do people do to
soothe medical conditions at the Dead Sea? @)

Connect ideas/Draw Conclusions What culture from ancient history connects the
two sites? What conclusion can you draw from that fact? @) @)

Photos and Text How does the photo oii the second page help a reader
understand one of the Dead Sea’s unique characteristics? @) &

Think Aloud The photo shows a woman floating in the Dead Sea,
without any flotation devices, reading a book. This image shows
how easy it is to stay afloat in the salty water of the Dead Sea
because the woman can keep reading. The photo lets the reader
see the effects of one of the Dead Sea’s unique characteristics
that is described in the text: its high salt content.




‘vvk'gﬁidebook is a reference book that you can carry with
ii; These excerpts are from A Guide to Ancient Sites. -

- DENSE

SALTIEST LAKE

Location: Israel/Jordan
Average Sait Content: about 32 percent

LARGEST PYRAMID
Logation: Egypt:s: - v b
ngth (Base): 14.acres (5,7 hectares)

Discover

The Dead Sea, which is actually a
lake, is the saltiest body of water on
Earth. The high salt content allows

£ swimmers to float more easily than in
any other water.

Because it has so much salt it is very
difficult for life to survive and flourish

History

o Scholars believe that several
cities described in the Bible were
located on the southeast shore of
the Dead Sea. R

¢ After the Egyptians conquered
the region, it is said that Queen

B  The Great

Pyramid is so big
that astronauts can |
photograph it from
outer space.

e ; AR e i
¥ Tickets fo tour Inside the Great Pyramid ? 0

- are limited fo about 300 people per day.J
“They.go on sale at 8:3 i

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your
exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions
as prompts for a Turn and Talk activity before your
discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking
and ideas with evidence from the text.

® What kinds of information did the author include in the
Fantastic Fact and If You Visit features? Why were these
set apart from the main text? What does the reader gain
from reading them?

® Consider what the author has to say about the role
these sites played in history. What do the details
provided reveal about some ancient civilizations?

® According to the If You Visit text feature on p. 10, only
a limited number of tickets are made available each day
to tour inside the Great Pyramid. Based on details from
the guidebook, why do you think this is so?

Cleopatra built an ancient cosmetic
factory in the area.

® King Herod built several forts and
palaces in the area.

in the water, hence why it is called
the "Dead” Seal

i
Explore
* People visit the Dead Sea for fun,
but also for their health. Visitors

th t

.
r.
i
i
L

Fish that
‘accidentally swim from
the Jordan River into

the Dead Sea
die immediately.

Only.a few types-of bacteria .-
and one type of algae can
live in'the harsh environment
of the Dead Sea.

Write About Reading

Have students choose eith;r one of the following options
for writing, or do both.

* What makes the pyramids of Giza and the Dead Sea
worth visiting? List at least two unique features of each
site and a reason why people should visit it. (Informative/
Explanatory)

. V\//hich site do you think would be better to visit to learn

- more about history: the pyramids of Giza or the Dead
Sea? Why? Support your answer with evidence from
the guidebook. (Argument)

Connect to the Internet

To learn more about the pyramids at Giza, students can go
to www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/pyramid/explore/
gizahistory.html and http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/86.

To learn more about the Dead Sea, students can visit http:/
wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/teacher_resources/best_
place_species/top_10_scary_destinations/dead_sea.cfm

Teacher’s Guide




Level Y.

Text Type: How-to

Summary: These pages include

steps to light an LED bulb using just
potatoes, pennies, nails, and few other
simple objects.

[}

Themes/Ideas: recognize how to
follow steps to conduct an experiment;
understand how a battery works and
how to create a simple battery

Informational Text Features: text
boxes, photographs, labels, bulleted
list, numbered. steps

Academic Vocabulary:
* potential: possible
* circuit: a path around something;
the complete path of an electric
current
* current; flow, such as the flow of
electricity

Domain-Specific Vocabulary:

* terminal: an end of a battery; point
of connection that forms part of a
circuit _

* glectrolyte: a paste or liquid that
acts as a conductor of electricity

* electrons: negatively charged
patticles in an atom

* chemical reactions: processes
involving change to a substance at
the molecular or atomic level

18 | GUIDED READING Short Reads|

How to Make a Potato Battery

g Focus Question: How can you make a battery out of
) common objects?

First Reading

Read aloud the title and have students browse the card, front and back. Note
that the text is a how-to, or a text that explains a process of how to do or make
something. Preview the text, noting that the process shown is to turn potatoes
into a power source. Point out the text box, photographs, bulleted list, and
numbered steps. Have students read through the text on their own. Then discuss
the central idea of the text and how it is introduced and elaborated on.

Guided Close Reading

Words and Phrases in Context /n the “What Makes a Battery Work?” text box on
the front of the card, why does the author put the phrase “provides a potent/al
difference” in quotation marks? 0)

Think Aloud That phrase is a technical explanation offered by
scientists. The quotation marks show that it is a direct quotation.
They also set the phrase apart and show that it is an important
concept.

Vocabulary Look at the words electrolytes and electrons. What common root do
these words share? How does the root help you clarify the meanmgs of the terms
and understand their relationship? @) @)

Photos and Text How does the photograph of the materials help you understand
the process described in this text? How can you understand the information in
the photo together with that in the bulleted list? 3]

Text Feature Look at the numbered steps on the back of the card. How many
steps are shown? Would the text be easier orharder to read if the steps were
grouped differently? Which steps are represented by the photos? @)~ @)

Connect ldeas What is another way to say current? What does the multimeter
measure? How are these scientific concepts presented in the text? @) @)

Think Aloud Another way to say current is “flowing electrons.” The
text states that “ons . . . flow through the electrolyte,” electrolytes
“allow electrons to flow” and “current can flow through LEDs in
only one dlrectlon ” The multimegter measures voltage, which is
related to current flowing through the potato. The concepts are

defined in the text when they are first mentioned.
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the anode (- terminal).
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Scientists explain that a battery
“provides a potential difference”
when two kinds of metals are

absorbed in a paste or liquid called
an electrolyte. ,

A battery’s chemical reactions

a closed, or complete, circuit.

an

7| WHAT MAHES A @
| BATTERY WORH2 “=ef
':’5 To understand what makes a battery
; waork, notice the + and

]  the-labels. Scientifically speaking,

‘;: the positive side is the cathode

L%]  + terminal) and the negative side is

occur at both the cathode and the
anode. Once the ions—electrically
charged atoms—flow through the
electrolyte, through the electrons,
and through the wires back to their
starting point, the path is considered

HOW CAN YOU MAHE

R BATTERY?

The following is a safe, quick, and easy
experiment that uses potatoes to show
firsthand how a battery works. Why
use potatoes? Potatoes are rich in -
electrolytes, so they allow electrons to
flow, causing the same chemical reaction
that takes place in a flashlight battery.

MATERIALS

¢ 2 large baking potatoes

* 2 galvanized zinc nails (Galvanized
nails have a zinc coating, which
protects the metal on the nail.}

* 2 shiny copper pennies

* 3 insulated copper wires (8 to 12
inches) with alligator clips

* LED bulb

¢ plastic knife

¢ multimeter (to measure voltage)

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your
exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions
as prompits for a Turn and Talk activity before your
discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking
and ideas with evidence from the text.

* Why is it important that the author included
photographs, a bulleted list, and numbered steps in this

text?

* Why are the steps listed in the order they are? What
would happen if the steps were completed in a different
order? What would happen if the materials were not

assembled according to the directions?
® What do you already know about chemical reactions

and batteries? Based on details in the text, why is
: making a potato battery a useful demonstration?

“ESTEP 1 Ask an adult to help you. With a

#Eplastic knife, cut a small lengthwise slit at
one end of potate #1. Slide a penny into

7B the slit. Clip one of the alligator clips to the

outside edge of the penny, letting the other

nd of the wire hang loose for the moment.

/ESTEP 2 Stick one of the nails into the
ther end of the same potato. Be sure the
enny and the nail do not touch!

TEP 8 Repeat Steps 1 and 2 with the
ther penny, nail, and potato. Then, place
otato #2 about six inches to the right of
otato #1, with their ends lined up and the
ennies at the left.

TEP U Attach an alligator clip to the

ail in potato #2, letting the other end of
he wire hang loose. Then, take the loose
lligator clip from the wire attached to the
enny in potato #2 and clip it to the nail in
otato #1.

STEP 7 Check the multimeter to see that
there is voltage flowing through the potato
connection.

STEP 8 Disconnect the wires from the
multimeter,

STEP 9 Take the wire connected to the

"penny and connect it to the longer of the

two LED leads. It is important to do this
step correctly, because current can flow
through LEDs in only one direction.

STEP 10 Take the wire connected to the
zinc nail and connect it to the shorter of
the two LED leads.

STEP M The bulb shoum‘ﬁzﬁ up. If the
voltage is not enough to light the LED,

connect a few more potatoes to create a
more powerful battery!

Write About Reading

Have students choose either one of the following options

for writing, or do both, -

&

* Write a brief summary explaining how you can
transform potatoes into a battery. Include facts,
definitions, examples, and illustrations to organize
and clarify information in your summary. (Informative/

Explanatory)

* Write a well-developed argument that supports
the claim that a potato battery provides an important
proof of the battery concept and helps develop
understanding Qf how electrical circuits work.

(Argument)

Connect to the Internet

To read more about how to make a battery out of food,
go to http:/pbskids.org/zoom/activities/sci/

lemonbattery.html.

To learn more information about conductivity and
batteries, go to www.energyquest.ca.gov/projects/

lemon.html.

Teacher’s Guide
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Text Type: Letter

Summary: These pages feature-a
letter from Abraham Lincoln to the
King of Siam in which the President
explains why the United States cannot
accept a herd of elephants as a gift.

Themes/ldeas: learn about foreign
relations in the Civil War era; recognize
diplomatic ianguage

Informational Text Features: text
box; portraits

Academic Vocabulary:
 exquisite: finely or expertly made
* manifestation: display
* munificence: generosity
* emulous: admirable

Domain-Specific Vocabulary:

* pacific: of or relating to peace

* jurisdiction; area of authority or
political power

* [atitude; measurahle scope or
range

* steam: steam powered, for example
in the form of trains

.. 20  GUIDED READING Short Reads’

Lincoln’s Letter to the
King of Siam

Y Focus Question: Why does President Lincoln respectfully |
BB decline the King of Siam’s offer of a herd of elephants?

First Reading

Point out the date of President Lincoln’s letter, and explain that the American Civil
War took place between 1861 and 1865. Have students preview the text features
of this letter. For the first reading, have students read through the text alone. Then
discuss the main points of Lincoln’s letter.

Guided Close Reading

Author's Craft How does President Lincoin address the King of Siam? What does
this suggest about the relationship between the two rulers? @) 2]

Think Aloud Lincoln addresses the King of Siam, using his many
titles, and also calls him “Great and Good Friend.” This greeting
suggests that there is a mutual respect between these two rulers,
despite their cultural differences.

Key Ideas and Details What other gifts has the King of Siam sent? How might these
gifts represent Siam as a country? (3 )]

Connect Ideas/Make Inferences According to the letter, the King of Siam already
knows the presidential policy for accepting gifts. Why does Lincoln still explain
this policy in the letter? What does this suggest about Lincoln’s attitude toward
his position of leadership? @)

Think Aloud Lincoln explains this policy to reassure the King of
Siam that his gifts are accepted not é‘s‘*personal gifts, but “as
tokens of [his] goodwill and friendship for the American People.”
By including this explanation in his letter, Lincoln shows that he
understood the King of Siam’s letter and his good intentions.

Words and Phrases in Context Lincoln says he will tell Congress of “this
manifestation of Your'Majesty’s munificence.” Lincoln is saying that the gift shows
how generous the King of Siam is. Why do you think Lincoln praises the King of
Siam in this way? (4)
7 XY

Author’s Craft What reasons does Lincoln give for refusing the elephants? Which
words and phrases show the President’s diplomacy, or skill, at maintaining good ;
relations between nations? @ @) 1

Author’s Purpose What idea does Lincoln use in the conclusion of his letter? Why
does he include compliments to the people of Siam in addition to confirming his
friendship with their king? What purpose might this letter accomplish? @) @)

Photos and Text Look at the illustrated portraits included with this letter. What
do these images suggest about each ruler and the time period? How do these
images help you understand the time in which these leaders lived? 900




to send a herd of elephants to James Buchanan. But it was up to
President Lincoln, the next president, to politely refuse the gifts.

——

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your
exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions
as prompts for a Turn and Talk activity before your
discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking
and ideas with evidence from the text.

® Siam seems to be quite different from the United
States. How does President Lincolin’s use of adjectives
show respect for Siamese culture and customs?

* What information does Lincoln include to help the
King of Siam understand why a herd of elephants is an
inappropriate gift for the United States?

* US. Presidents are still not allowed to receive personal
gifts. Based on Lincoin’s letter, why do you think this
policy is a good one?

NOTE: [. . .] shows that text has e omit&ed.

Write About Reading

Have students choose either one of the following options
for writing, or do both.

* Write a well-developed problem-solution paragraph that
explains the main issue with the King of Siam’s gift and
‘why Lincoln declined it. Use details from the letter to
support your explanation. (Informative/Explanatory)

* Do you think Lincoln was right to refuse the elephants?

Write a well-developed argument paragraph using
details from the letter to support your claim. (Argument)

Connect to the Internet

To read more about the U.S. government’s gift policy, go
to these websites: www.archives.gov/exhibits/tokens_
and_treasures/gifts_of_state.html and www.archives.gov/
press/press-releases/1999/nr99-122.html.

Teacher’s Guide




Magazine Article
Level Y.

Text Type: Magazine Article

Summary: These pages describe

how wildlife habitats are being
endangered, and what is being done to
stop this endangerment.

[y

Themes/ldeas: identify causes of
endangered species and plants;
understand efforts to replenish
endangered species

Informational Text Features:
headings, photos, captions

Academic Vocabulary:
¢ urban: related to cities

e accumulates: increases over time
¢ rendered: caused to be

* preservation: the act of protecting
from harm

Domain-Spegcific Vocabulary:
* species: a group of related animals
* mercury: a poisonous silvery liquid
metal

* endangered: at serious risk of
ceasing to exist

* extinct: no longer existing

22 |° GUIDED READING'

Endangering Wildlife Habitats

B Focus Question: What endangers wildlife habitats, and
) what is being done to preserve these habitats?

First Reading

Read aloud the title and preview the entire text, noting that these pages feature
facts and images related to endangered wildlife habitats. Have students look at
the text and visual elements. Review the meanings of the words endangered and
habitats. For their first reading, have students read through the text. Then discuss
the main ideas and supporting details.

Guided Close Reading

Photos and Text/VocabuIari; Examine the photos and caption at the top of the
page and look at the first paragraph. How do the photos reinforce the title of
the article? How do the photos and text explain the meaning of the word

habitats? §) @ ©)

Key Ideas and Details How does building roads across migration routes hurt
animals? What other human activities that hurt animals does the author include to
support the main idea of the article? € ©)

Connect Events What is the main point of the section titled “Too Late?” How does
this idea contribute to the ideas in the rest of the article? @) @)

Think Aloud The first paragraph tells about a bird that is most likely
extinct. The second paragraph tells about efforts to save a type
of ferret by establishing small populations of the animals. These
paragraphs—along with the heading “Too Late?”—make readers
think about the wildlife affected by habitat destruction.

Vocabulary What is mercury? How does tlz_%author explain how mercury can
be both helpful and harmful? How does the author show how far-reaching the
effects are of mercury on sea life? @

Words and Phrases in Context/Make Inferences /n the second paragraph of
“Wilderness Preservation,” the author refers to “indigenous wildlife.” Based on
the information in this section, what does the term indigenous wildlife mean?
Why do laws have to be specific to different animals? How might this impact the
overall success of efforts to protect wildlife habitats? @)

Text Feature What text features does the author use to organize the information
in this article? Identify the purpose of each section. How is the section titled
“Wilderness Preservation” different from the other sections? @ @ @

Think Aloud The author uses headings to organize the information
in the article into different sections. The first two sections

focus mainly on causes of habitat destruction. The last section,
“Wilderness Preservation,” focuses on efforts to solve the
problem.

Author’s Craft What information in the last paragraph creates a hopeful tone? @




"ENVIRONMENT

\Effects on the Ocean

fPlants and animals are threatened when

We build roads that cut across animdl

9‘ migration routes, We cut down trees to

()create farms, leaving only patches of forest.

T Urban areas spread into the countryside.
Species that retreat to these habitats

become crowded and struggle to survive.

_ Today, the leading cause of habitat

e destruction is human activity. More
\")‘than natural events such as tornadoes
) and hurricanes, habitat destruction
by humans is the main cause of the
endangerment of plants and animals.
Direct threats include cutting down trees
and other plants and the illegal hunting,
capturing, or Killing of wild animals.

. Too late?

Loss of habitat affected the ivory-billed
= woodpecker after the forests where the bird

lived were cut down. This bird's range once
stretched from the Mississippi River to North
Carolina to the swamps of Florida. Ultimately
it was thought to be extinct in the United
States. In 2005, a team of scientists claimed
that at least one ivory bill was still living in
the remote Big Woods region of southeastern
Arkansas. Though they backed up their

The American black-footed ferret and the ivory-billed

assertion with audio recordings of the bird's
call, other sclentists doubted the evidence.

One specles harmed by loss of food supply
was the American black-footed ferret. This

¢ also live In burrows dug by the prairie dogs.
Ranchers objected to prairie dogs because
they ate the grass designated for grazing
livestock, and their burrows were sometimes
responsible for injuring cattle and horses.
So ranchers killed them. As their numbers
declined, so did the ferrets'. By the 1980s,
only a few ferrets remained. In the 1990s
and early 2000s, efforts to replenish the
species entalled breeding them in captivity
and releasing groups of them into protected
areas to establish small, stable populations.
16 WORLDWILDLIFE

woodpecker are two specles that are victims of habitat loss.

ferret feeds almost exclusively on the black- A
tailed prairie dog, a grassland rodent, Ferrets

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your
exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions
as prompts for a Turn and Talk activity before your
discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking
and ideas with evidence from the text.

* Why do you think the author included the section
“Effects on the Ocean”? How does this section help
you understand the seriousness of habitat destruction?

* According to the passage, what is tourism’s relationship
to wilderness preservation?

* What did you learn about endangered wildlife habitats
that you didn’t know before? How might people use
the information in the text to protect natural habitats
and wildlife?

" thelr habltats become spoiled by pollution.

Mercury Is used by agriculture and in
industry. This poisonous heavy metal helps
kill slime motd and fungus. But when mercury
finds its way into the sea, it accumulates

in living organisms. Certain fish have been
rendered at least temporarily inedible by
the high concentrations of mercury in their
bodies. Some of the sea mammals that feed
heavily on fish are beginning to show high
concentrations of mercury and insecticides.
California sea fions, northern fur seals, polar
bears in the Arctic, and emperor penguins
in Antarctica have all been affected by
poisonous, heavy metals.

;\o_Wildemess Preseruation

“As wilderness disappears, many countries

are realizing that preservation is urgently
needed. If preservation is delayed, there may
be no undeveloped wilderness left to save.

To help control the problem of habitat

destruction and endangering species, almost

conservancies, wildlife refuges, and natlorﬁl‘*2

every nation in the world has set aside
land for preservation. There are nature

parks, Most countries have specific laws

designed to protect their indigenous wildlife,

Wilderness preservation is expensive. But
developing nations are trying to set aside
valuable tand. India, for example, has 80
national parks and more than 440 wildlife
sanctuaries.

A promising trend is the success of
wilderness areas as tourist attractions.

So many visitors are attracted to Kenya's
wilderness areas that tourism has become
the country's largest industry. Kenya's
success has inspired newfound interest in
preservation in developing nations. Instead
of raising money by developing land, these
nations may generate potentially larger
revenues by preserving it.

The hunting and poaching of
elephants is illegal in Kenya, as is
trading ivory.

Write About Reading

Have students choose éi‘ther onhe of the following options

for writing, or do both.

* Use relevant details from the text to summarize the
efforts being made to preserve wildlife habitats.

(Informative/Explanatory)

(9)

ree]

* Which cause of habitat destruction do you think is most
important for people to know about in order to prevent

, it? Write a well-developed argument, and support it
with details from the text. (Argument)

qa

Connect to the Internet

To read more about ocean habitats, students can visit
www.worldwildlife.org/habitats/oceans. To learn more
about wildlife preservation, students can go to http://

wilderness.org/article/why-protect-wilderness.

Teacher’s Guide
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Newsp_ap_er Article

Level Y

Text Type: Newspaper Article
(Historical)

Summary: These two news articles
describe the sinking of the Titanic. One
article is from April 15, 1972, and the
other is from April 16, 1912.

Themes/ldeas: identify important
details about the Titanic tragedy;
compare two accounts of what
‘happened '

: Ihfo_rmational Text Features:
headlines, datelines, photos, captions,
list, headings

Academic Vocabulary: v
¢ gashed: made a deep cut in

¢ rammed: hit something with force
* unfounded: not based on evidence

* foundering: filling with water and
sinking '

Domain-Specific Vocabulary:

* jcebery: a large piece of a glacier
that floats into the open ocean

¢ shallow: not very deep

* steamer: a steam-powered hoat

* dispatch: an important government
or naval message, usually delivered
quickly

24 | GUIDED READING Short Reads.

The Sinking of the Titanic

From The Evening Bulletin and New-York Tribune

Focus Question: What do the differences between these
two articles reveal about the sinking of the Titanic?

First Reading

Read the name of each newspaper and the title of each article. Note that both
articles are reports about the same event, the sinking of Titanic, which took place
on April 15, 1912. Explain that, before its first sailing, it was said that Titanic was
unsinkable. For the first reading, have students read through the text. Then discuss
the differences in the main points of the two articles.

Guided Close Reading

Key Ideas and Details What does the headline of the first article lead the reader to
believe? How does that compare to the headline of the second article? 00

Words and Phrases in Context In the first paragraph, Manager Mitchell reports that
the Titanic is traveling “under her own steam.” Using context clues, what does
this phrase mean? What is the effect of using this phrase? @

Photos and Text Look at the photo of survivors in their lifeboat. What message
does this photo convey based on the first article? How does your interpretation of
the photo change after reading the second article? (3 )]

Think Aloud The photo seems to show hopeful and well-protected
passengers. After reading the second article, the photo seems
tragic, since only 675 passengers were said to have survived.

Text Feature Why does the writer include a list in the second article? How does
this text feature support the article’s staterngnt “Disaster Greatest in History”? (5 )]
LY

Key Ideas and Details/Author’s Purpose What details does the writer include to give
a clearer picture of what happened that night? Why would a newspaper writer
include many details? What is the purpose of an article like this? @)

Key Ideas and Details What point does the writer make in the section “Mostly
Women and Children Saved”? What details support this point? What makes this
point significant? @)

Think Aloud The main point is that most of the survivors were
women and children. Phrases like “nearly all” and “mostly
women and children” support it. This point is significant because
it suggests that the men let the women and children have the
lifeboats while they waited for help to arrive.

Word and Phrases in Context/Make Inferences The caption for the photo of the
captain says that he “is believed to have gone down with his ship.” What does
that mean? Why do you think that is what a captain is expected to do? ©

Compare and Contrast Compare and co'ptrast the two articles. How do the dates of
the newspapers account for the differences in what they report? 0-0




r

I
]
!
i
|
|
i

¥

Uhe iﬁummg ﬂ-?ulletm

ESTABLISHED 1882 NO. 5212

MONDAY, APRIL 15, 1912

PRICE FIVE CENTS

@) ALL TITANIC PASSENGERS SAVED
LINER GASHED BUT ALL ARE RESCUED

' MONTREAL, April 15—Manager Mitchell

of the White Star line denies the sinking of the
Titanic. He reports that the damaged ship is
making for Halifax under her own steam.

HALIFAX, N. S, Apr. 15.—The Wl‘me Star
liner Titanic, which rammed an iceberg near Cape
Race yesterday, is doomed, but the passengers
are saved.

A government wireless at 415 o'clock this
afternoon brings the news that the Titanic is
sinking in shallow water near Cape Race.

The passengers have been taken aboard the
Carpathia, brought rushing to assistance by
wireless. Thrilling scenes were enacted when the
transfer was made.

The insurance on the Titanic amounts to about
$7,500,000. The great steamer is carrying $500,000
worth of diamonds.

in their lifeboat; (bottom right) the iceberg that vipped into the great line

(left) The Titanic sets sail from Southampton; (top right) surviving passengers

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your
exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions
as prompts for a Turn and Talk activity before your
discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking
and ideas with evidence from the text.

° How did each writer organize information about the
Titanic? How does this organization fit the tone of
each article?

° What insights does reading the two accounts give you
about how news was reported at that time? How is
news reporting very different today?

¢ What did you learn about the Titanic that you did not
know before? What other information would help you
understand what happened in that tragic event?

New-York Tribune

VOL. LXXII..

.NO. 23,893

NEW YORK, TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1912

PRICE ONE CENT

©)

.O)NLY 886,

1,323 Passengers on thp and Crew of 890,

SURVIVORS EIGHT HOURS IN BOATS

APRIL 16, 1912

No Word from Virginian or Parisian, Which
Vice-President Franklin Hopes Saved

1,340 PERISH AS TITANIC SINKS;
MOSTLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN, RESCUED

When the full text of the Olympic’s message
was given out it was found that it estimated the
loss at 1,800. Shortly before 11 o’clock last night
a slight ray of hope that more than the 675 on the
Carpathia had been saved appeared in a message
from the Marconi operator at Sable Island, near
the scene of the disaster,

™y First reports placed the number of survivors,

1 this morning a dispatch relayed by the Olympic

‘1 International Mercantile

Mostly Women and Children Saved

Both passengers and crew are among those
saved. Of the passengers saved nearly all are
women and children. The only report received is
from the Carpathia, via the Olympic. The Virginian
and the Parisian, which were also racing to the °
foundering Titanic, have not yet been heard from.

Others—Disaster Greatest in History, if
Hope Is Unfounded—Captain Believed to
Have Gone Down at His Post of Duty.

FIRST CLASS PASSENGERS ON TITANIC. .. .318
SECOND CLASS PASSENGERS ON TITANIC.. 261

THIRD CLASS PASSENGERS ON TITANIC. . .740 The Olympie, of the White Star Line, reported i
that the Carpathia was the first vessel to reach i

CREWOF THETITANIC.........ooo.. 890 the position of the Titanic. She found only small !

TOTAL..ooveneviniiiiniiiiiiinninn, 2,209 boats and wreckage. All the boats of the Titanic :

REPORTED SAVED ON THE CARPATHIA .. 866 | were accounted for, according to the Olympic.

MISSING ....covvviiniiinnnnnninnens 1,343

The White Star liner Titanic sank at 2:20 AM
yesterday about 1,150 miles east of Sandy Hook.

passengers and crew, at 675. At 2:30 o'clock

said the number aboard the Carpathia was 866,
A still later dispatch said that the Allan Line
steamer Virginian had probably picked up some
of the victims.

P. A. 8. Franklin, vice-president of the
Marine Company,
admitted last night that probably only 675 out
of more than 2,200 souls on the lost vessel were
saved, which means that more than 1,500 persons
went down with her.

Captain E. J. Smith is believed to have gone
down with his ship.

Write About Reading

Have students choose either one of the following options
for writing, or do both.

° Write an informative paragraph that uses both articles
to demonstrate how people learned about what
happened to the Titanic. (Informative/Explanatory)

° Why are the two articles so different? Write an opinion
paragraph that makes a claim about the reported
information. Use details from both articles to support
your argument, (Argument)

Connect to the Internet

To further students’ understanding of the Titanic
tragedy, go to these websites: www.loc.gov/teachers/
classroommaterials/lessons/titanic/procedure.html and
www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/politics-reform/
resources/eyewitness-account-sinking-titanic-1912.

Teachei’s Guide M
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QueStion and

Answer Book

Level Y

" Text Type: Question and Answer Book

Summary: This question and answer
text provides important and interesting
facts about U.S. presidents.

Themes/Ideas: learn facts that
make certain U.S. presidents
unique; understand similarities and
differences among U.S. presidents

Informational Text Features:
questions, answers, photos, captions

Academic Vocabulary:
® unanimously: agreed to by
everyone

* consecutive: in a row

Domain-Specific Vocabulary:

* glected: selected for an office by
voting

* term: the time something, such as
a time in office, lasts

* inauguration: the ceremony that
welcomes a person o a new
position or office

* assassinated: killed an important
person

Q&A: U.S. Presidents

Focus Question: What do interesting facts about u.S.
presidents reveal about the country’s leaders?

First Reading

Read the title and have students preview the text. Note the question and answer
format. Remind students to first read each question and then each answer. For
the first reading, have students read the text independently. Then discuss which
facts they remember about the presidents.

Guided Close Reading

Text Structure How does the author present facts about U.S. presidents? How
would the text be different if the author had used sequence, or time order, to tell
about the presidents? @~ Q)

connect Ideas Which four presidents have likenesses carved on Mount Rushmore?
What other information does the text give about these presidents? Does the text
explain why they were chosen to appear on the monument? 00000

Think Aloud The four presidents represented on Mount Rushmore
are George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt,
and Abraham Lincoln. The text also gives the following facts
about these presidents: Washington was the only president
elected unanimously, Jefferson died on July 4, 1831, Theodore
Roosevelt was the youngest president, and Lincoln refused a gift
of elephants. None of these facts, however, explain why they are
on Mount Rushmore.

Photos and Text What is shown by the row of photos included with the text? How
do these photos enhance the text? @ o,

Words and Phrases in Context/Make Inferences The author writes that the King of
Siam offered a president a gift. What words or phrases does the author use

to describe this gift? What does the author’s word choice suggest about the
author’s attitude toward the gift? What might explain why this unusual episode
has become a piece of U.S. presidential lore? (5)]

/
Vocabulary What ddes assassinated mean? How does it relate to being a national
leader? Based on the text, what happens after a president is assassinated? @)

Think Aloud Assassinated means “to kill an important person.”

A president is an important person, so he or she could be
assassinated. When a president dies, the vice president becomes
president.

Key Ideas and Details How is the youngest person to be president not the same as
the youngest person elected president? Could the same issue arise for the oldest
president? @)




Q & A: U.S. Presidents

l . ﬁ Who was the only president who was elected ;
unanimously?

e’ * George Washington, the first president of the United States.

His term of office was from April 30, 1789, to March 3, 1797.

'ﬁ' Which president had the longest inauguration speech?

‘k William Henry Harrison’s speech was the longest, but his
term was the shortest. On March 4, 1841, he gave his lengthy
inauguration speech, which lasted 105 minutes. Inauguration
day was rainy and cold. Harrison caught pneumonia and died
32 days later, on April 4, 1841,

'ﬁ' Which president served the longest time in office?

e ‘A’ President Franklin Delano Roosevelt served the longest, from

N March 4, 1933, until his death, on April 12, 1945, He was the
only president elected to four terms.

‘k Which president established the country’s first
national park?

That was Ulysses S. Grant. Grant served as U.S. president from
March 4, 1869, to March 3, 1877. He established Yellowstone
National Park on March 1, 1872,

'ﬁ‘ When a president is elected to two terms, are the terms
always consecutive—one term served right after the
other? Has there ever been a president who served a
nonconsecutive term?

Grover Cleveland is the only president to be elected to two
nonconsecutive terms. He was the 22nd president, from March
4, 1885, to March 3, 1889. Cleveland was then elected as the
24th president, from March 4, 1893, to March 3, 1897.

‘ﬁ’ Two presidents who played key roles in America’s
N Independence died on July 4, 1826. Who were they?
\e‘k John Adams and Thomas Jefferson died on that day. Another
president, James Monroe, died on July 4, 1831, A fourth, Calvin

Coolidge, was born on July 4, 1872.
Thomas Jefferson

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your
exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions
as prompts for a Turn and Talk activity before your
discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking
and ideas with evidence from the text.’

* What is the author’s purpose in this text? Does the
author mainly want to inform, persuade, or entertain
readers? What details in the text support your answer?

® The author includes information about presidents from
many different years. What conclusions can you draw
about presidents based on this text?

* Which facts about the presidents most surprised you?
What additional questions would you want to ask?

From top to bottom: Presidents
George Washington, Uiysses S. Grant,
Grover Cleveland, John Adams,

ﬁ How many father-son presidential

combinations have there been?
There have been two father-son
combinations. The first was John
Adams and his son John Quincy
Adams. The second father-son
presidential combination was George
H. W. Bush and his son George W.
Bush. And here’s another “relative”
fact: President William Henry Harrison
was the grandfather of President
Benjamin Harrison.

sesesese

‘k Who kept a herd of sheep on the

White House lawn?

Y The 28th president, President

Woodrow Wilson, kept sheep. During
World War |, Wilson thought the
sheep would signal to the people that
the First Family was supporting the
war effort.

ﬁ In 1862, the King of Siam offered

the U.S. president an unusual gift.
Who was the president and what
was the gift?

The gift was a herd of elephants. The
president was James Buchanan, the
15th president. But the letter was
received by Abraham Lincoln, the
16th president, during the Civil War., [t
was Lincoln who politely refused the
offer from the King of Siam. (Today the
country of Siam is called Thailand.)

‘k Who was the youngest president
ever elected?
At 43, John F. Kennedy was the
youngest elected president. Theodore
Roosevelt was the youngest president,
but he served first as vice president
under President William McKinley.
McKinley was assassinated, and
Roosevelt, at 42, became president.

ﬁ Who was the oldest president ever
elected?

The oldest president ever elected was
Ronald Reagan. He was 69 years old.

ﬁ How many presidential likenesses
are carved on Mount Rushmore?
What are their names?

There are four presidents carved on
Mount Rushmore: George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln,
and Theodore Roosevelt.

ﬁ Who was the first president to be
on television?

YX On April 30, 1939, President Frankiin
Delano Roosevelt went on TV to
announce the opening of the World's
Fair. Golor television had not yet been
invented, so TV audiences saw their
president in black and white.

‘k “First Lady” wasn’t always a term
for the wife of the president. Who
was the first president to call his
wife “First Lady”? -
Dolly Madison was married to
President James Madison, “the Father
of the Constitution.” When Dolly died
in 1849, President Zachary Taylor
referred to her as the “First Lady.”

Write About Readi;lg

Have students choose either one of the following options

for writing, or do both.

*® Create a time line of facts and events presented in
t/he text. Be sure to include which president each fact
describes. (Informative/Explanatory)

* Which five facts provided in this text best helps you
understand thexU.S. presidency? Why? Support your
answer with evidence from the text. (Argument)

Connect to the Internet

To read more about U.S. presidents, have students visit
these websites: www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents
and http:/millercenter.org/president.

Teacher’s Guide
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Speech
Level Y

Text Type: Speech

Summary: Nobel Peace Laureate
Wangari Maathai discusses the Green
Belt Movement and her work to
empower Kenyan women to sustain
the environment that they depend on
for their livelihood.

Themes/lIdeas: understand the
relationship between the environment
and African women’s ability to support
their families; understand how the
Green Belt Movement helps women
sustain both their families and the
environment

Informational Text Features:
photo, caption

Academic Yocabulary:
* Jaureate: someone recognized for
achievement in a certain field

® inertia: the lack of energy or desire
to do something

* exemplify: serve asan example of
* integrity: moral soundness; honesty

Domain-Specific Vocabulary:
* watersheds: areas from which
water flows to certain bodies
of water
* ecosystems: all the organisms that
live in particular environments and
their interaction
* deforestation: the act or result of
removing trees from a forest

28 | GUIDED READING Short Reads

Wangari Maathai Nobel Lecture

Oslo, December 10, 2004

First Reading

Read the introduction and discuss the significance of the Nobel Peace Prize.
Introduce Wangari Maathai and review the meaning of Jaureate. For the first
reading, have students read through the text on their own. Then discuss the key
ideas of the speech.

Guided Close Reading

Key Ideas and Details Maathai originally started the Green Belt Movement to address
the needs of rural women in Africa. How were these women positioned to benefit
from the work of Maathai’s organization? @)

Connect Ideas How has the Green Belt Movement’s work shifted the way African

Key Ideas and Details Why were the African women “the first to become aware of
environmental damage”? @)

Vocabulary Maathai discusses that international trade prevents small-scale
farmers from receiving a “just income.” What does the use of the word just
suggest about international trade policies? How does this help to demonstrate
the importance of her work? @)

Key Ideas and Details What purpose does the citizen education program serve?
How does it help ensure the sustainability of both the environment and local
communities? @)

~

LN

2
Think Aloud The citizen education program helps people identify
the connection between their problems and their actions and
come up with solutions. This means that community members are
developing the leadership skills to address whatever problems
arise in their communities while at the same time addressing the

existing environmental issues.
f

Vocabulary/Make Inferences Maathai says that the women who participate in the
educational program are “empowered to overcome inertia.” Think about the
meaning of the word inertia. What does the use of this word suggest about

how easy or difficult it is for these women to change their actions? What can be
inferred about the importance of the Green Belt Movement to the lives of African
women? @)

Key ldeas and Details Describe Maathai’s call to action. To whom does she address
her words? ©) ©)

Author’s Craft /Author’s Purpose Maathai ends her speech with an anecdote, or
story, from her childhood. What purpose does including this anecdote serve?
What effect do you think it has on her audience? &)




Wangari Maathai Nobel Lecture, Oslo, December 10, 2004
The following speech was made in acceptance of this annual
prize awarded to a person whose remarkable work helped bring
peace and make the world a better place.

lﬂ

nﬁ L Wangari Maathai
i Your Majesties, :
[';ﬁ ] Your Royal Highnesses,
i Honorable Members of the Norwegian Nobel Committee,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I stand before you and the world humbled by this recogﬁitidn and Kpli&é& by. the
honor of being the 2004 Nobel Peace Laureate.

As the first Aftican woman to receive this prize, I-accept it on behalf of th people -
of Kenya and Africa, and indeed the world. I am especially mindful of womén and
the girl child Thope it will encourage them to raise their voices and take more space
for leadership. I know the honor also gives a deep scnse of pride to our men, both

i old and young, As‘a mother, I appreciate the inspiration this brings to the youth and
H e, trge them to use it to pursue their dreams.

37’ {c}:ln 1977, when we started the Green Belt M T'was partly responding to.

| needs identified by rural women, namely lack of firewood, clean drinking water,

. balanced diets, shelter, and income.

e Throughout Africa, women are the primary caretakers, holding significant
“rwef” tesponsibility for tilling the land and feedmg their families. As a result, they are often
the fifst 1o become aware of envirc | damage as become scarce and

i that when the'environmient is
anaged, W undermme our quallty of life and that of

Revisit the Text: Ideas for Discussion

Share and discuss the following questions to sum up your
exploration of the text. You may wish to use the questions
as prompts for a Turn and Talk activity before your
discussion. Encourage students to support their thinking
and ideas with evidence from the text.

* Maathai’s work addresses social, economic, and
environmental issues, but her speech focuses on its
social impact. How is this related to her purpose in this
speech?

* According to Maathai, why was planting trees an
effective solution to an economic and environmental
problem in Kenya?

* Maathai’s work helps to create sustainable
environments and communities in Kenya. How do you
think giving her a Nobel Peace Prize impacts her ability
to positively affect other similar communities?

~* Which aspect of Maathai's work—its social, economic,

d d these link

EIn order to assist ities to we developed a citizen
“education program, during which people idenitify their problems, the causes; and

possxble solutions. They then make connections between their own personal actions
and the problems they witness in the environment and in society.

On the environment ﬁ'ont, they are ‘exposed to many human activities thiat

are d ing to the and societies. These include widespread .
destruction of ecosystems, especially through deforestation, climatic instability, and
contamination in the soils and watets that all contribute to excruciating poverty.

.. In the process, the participants discover that they must be pirt of the solunons

'Ihcy realize their hidden potential and are empowered to overcome inertia and

§ take action. They come to recognize that they are the primary custodxans and i’

beneficiaries of the that Sustains them. : . o ;

Entite cormunities also come to understand that while itis necessary to hold theit H
governments accountable, it is ¢qually important that in their.own relationships with
each other, they exemplify the leadership values they wish to sce in their own leaders,
namely justice, integtity, and trust. H

In the course of history, there comes a time when humanity is called to shift to a
Enew level of consciousness, to reach a higher moral ground. A time when we have to :
" shed our fear and give hope to each other.

That time is now. I would like to call on young people to commit themselves fo
activities that contribute toward achieving their long-term dreams. They have the
energy and creativity to shape a sustainable fiiture. To the young people I say;
you are & gift t6 your communities and indeed the world. Yo are'our hope and.

Write About Reacﬁhg

Have students choose either one of the following options
for writing, or do both.

® Write a paragraph describing how Maathai’s work with
the Green Belt Movement has helped to protect the
-environment and improve the lives of Kenyan women.
' (Informative/Explanatory)

or environmental outcomes—do you think will have the
greatest impact over time? Use details from her speech
to support your response. (Argument)

Connect to the Internet

To read more about Wangari Maathai and the Green Belt
Movement, students can go to www.greenbeltmovement.
org/ and www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/
laureates/2004/maathai-bio.html.
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Level Y Lessons at-a-Glance

LEVEL'Y

: Text
.l Text Type Content Area Complexity Themes/Ideas Technology Links
: Almanac Excerpt | Our Carbon Footprint | Physical Science Moderate recognize the relationship between ® www.epa.gov/recyclecity/mainmap.
: ‘ fossil fuels and greenhouse gases; htm
: understand steps people can take http:/climatekids.nasa.gov/how
g to reduce CO, in the atmosphere -to-help/
Diary Excerpt Diary of a Union History Basic understand the significance of a www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/civil/
; Soldier historical diary; learn how Union jb_civil_lincoln_1.html
soldiers reacted to the death of www.pbs.org/wgbh/
President Lincoln americanexperience/features/
timeline/assassination/
Recycling: A System Earth Science Basic récognize the problems with ® www2.epa.gov/recycle
That Works! History different forms of waste disposal; ® www.pbs.org/independentlens/
understand how recycling helps the garbage-dreams/recycling.html
; environment and the economy
: ‘| A Guide to Ancient Earth Science Moderate recoghize key facts about the ® http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/86
-| Sites History history and locations of the Great ® http://wwf.panda.org/about_
Geography Pyramid at Giza and the Dead Sea; our_earth/teacher_resources/
note visiting information for the best_place_species/top_10_scary_
pyramids at Giza and the Dead Sea destinations/dead_sea.cfm
'I-Idv\n‘l-to How to Make a Potato | Physical Science Complex recognize how to follow steps http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/
o Battery . to conduct an experiment; sci/lemonbattery.html
understand how a battery works www.energyquest.ca.gov/projects/
and how to create a simple battery lemon.htm!
Letter Lincoln’s Letter to the | History Complex learn about foreign relations in the www.archives.gov/exhibits/tokens_
; King of Siam Civil War era; recognize diplomatic and_treasures/gifts_of_state.html
: language www.aréhives.gov/press/press-
releases/1999/nr99-122.htm
Magazine Article | Endangering Wildlife Life Science Moderate identify causes of endangered www.worldwildlife.org/habitats/
3 Habitats species and plants; understand oceans
efforts to replenish endangered http://wilderness.org/article/why
Species -protect-wilderness
Newspaper The Sinking of the History Moderate identify important details about www.loc.gov/teachers/
Article Titanic the Titanic tragedy; compare two classroommaterials/lessons/
(Historical) accounts of what happene'a;; : titanic/procedure.htm
’ www.gilderlehrman.org/history
-by-era/politics-reform/resources/
eyewitness-account-sinking
-titanic-1912
i Question and Q& A: U.S. Presidents | History Basic learn facts that make certain U.S. www.whitehouse.gov/about/
| | Answer Book Government presidents unique; understand presidents
4 | Excerpt similarities and differences among http://millercenter.org/president
/| U.S. presidents
Speech Wangari Maathai Life Science Complex understand the relationship ® www.greenbeltmovement.org/
Nobel Lecture: Oslo, Environmental v ’ between the environment and ® www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/
December 10, 2004 Science K African women’s-ability to support peace/laureates/2004/maathai-bio.
Economics / their families; understand how html
the Green Belt Movement helps
women sustain both thelr families
and the environment
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