St. Helena Unified School District 

ANNUAL PARENT NOTIFICATION LETTER

Federal Title I and State Requirements

To the parent(s)/guardian(s) of: _______________________________________
School:  ____________________________


Date: 
 
Grade: 


Primary language: ________________
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s):  Each year, we are required by law to notify you of your child’s proficiency level in English. We must also provide you with the school’s recommendation for program placement and describe all available program options. This letter also explains how we decide when a student is ready to exit the English learner program. (20 USC 7012 and 6312[g][1][A]; California Education Code, Section 48985; and Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations, Section 11309[a][b][1]))
Your child’s current English proficiency level is _________________________________, according to their 2020-2021 English Language Proficiency Assessment for California (ELPAC) results.  
Based on these results, your child has been identified as a(n):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Initially fluent English proficient (IFEP) and assigned to a regular academic program and will not need to participate in an English language instructional support program. The school will monitor the student’s academic progress for the next two years
 FORMCHECKBOX 
English learner (EL) with less than reasonable fluency in English and assigned to the Structured English Immersion Program with English Language Development (ELD) support. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   English learner (EL) with reasonable fluency in English and assigned to the Structured English Immersion Program with English Language Development (ELD) support.
Check if applicable: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) on file  

 A description of how your child’s recommended program placement will meet the objectives of the IEP is attached. 
Academic Achievement Results

	Area tested
	Level of Achievement 

	ELPAC Results for 2020-2021
	


Program Placement Options for English Learners

The chart below shows all program placement options. (A more detailed description follows.) To request that your child be placed in an Alternative Program in which much of the instruction is provided in your child’s primary language, you must apply for a “Parental Exception Waiver.”

	English Language Proficiency Levels 
	Program Placement

	Bridging-Level 4
	Reasonable fluency***


Less than reasonable fluency***


	English Language Mainstream ***

or an Alternative Program 

with an approved Parental Exception Waiver

	Expanding-Level 3
	
	

	Expanding-Level 2
	
	

	Emerging-Level 1
	
	Structured English Immersion***

or an Alternative Program 

with an approved Parental Exception Waiver

	
	
	

	
	Other Instructional Setting based on IEP


ANNUAL PARENT NOTIFICATION LETTER 

Federal Title III and State Requirements              

Description of Program Placement Options and Goals for English Learners

All programs include English Language Development (ELD) and teaching strategies differentiated for each student’s level of English language proficiency. These strategies are used to help each student reach proficiency in speaking, reading and writing English, and succeed academically in all core subjects.

· English Language Development (ELD) class placement at the secondary level for grades 6-12.  Students will be placed in an additional English Language class to assist in building their foundational language skills due to having less than reasonable fluency in English and scoring between level 1 to level 3 on the annual ELPAC test.
· Structured English Immersion (SEI):  A language acquisition program for English learners in which nearly all classroom instruction is provided in English, but with curriculum and a presentation designed for students who are learning English. At minimum, students are offered Designated ELD and provided access to grade level academic subject matter content with Integrated ELD.
· Heritage Language Program: A language acquisition program for English learners that provides instruction to students utilizing English and a student’s native language for literacy and academic instruction. These enable non-English speakers or students who have weak literacy skills in their native language to achieve language proficiency and meet academic achievement goals. This program is designed for sixth through eighth and ninth through twelfth grades.
Parents/Guardians may choose a language acquisition program that best suits their child. Schools in which the parents or legal guardians of 30 pupils or more per school or the parents or legal guardians of 20 pupils or more in any grade request a language acquisition program that is designed to provide language instruction shall be required to offer such a program to the extent possible. 
(EC Section 310[a])

Parents may provide input regarding language acquisition programs during the development of the Local Control Accountability Plan. If interested in a different program from those listed above, please contact Mary Allen, Director of Curriculum and Instruction to ask about the process.

Parents of English learners have a right to decline or opt their children out of the school district’s language acquisition program or opt out of particular English learner service(s) within a language acquisition program. (20 U.S.C Section 6318[c][A][vii]) However, LEAs remain obligated to provide the student meaningful instruction (5 CCR Section 11302) until the student is reclassified, inform the parent when progress is not made, and offer the parent programs and services to consider at that time.

NOTE:  At any time during the school year, you may have your child moved into the English Language Mainstream Program.
Reclassification (Exit) Criteria 

The goal of the English learner program is for students to become fully proficient in English and to master state standards for academic achievement as rapidly as possible. This district’s reclassification criteria are listed below:

	Required Criteria

(Education Code, Section 313[d])
	District Criteria



	English Language Proficiency Assessment   (ELPAC) 
	Level 4

	Site Specific Data (CAASPP data)
	High Nearly Met or MAP Mid-High Average Range

	Parental Opinion and Consultation  
	Parent opinion and consultation is encouraged

	Teacher Evaluation
	Teacher recommendation is required for reclassification


Graduation Rate for English Learners

(20 U.S.C. Section 6312[e][3][A][vi])

The expected rate of graduation for students in this program is 94.2 percent. Local educational agency (LEA) graduation rates are displayed on the Graduate Data report, which is available on the California Department of Education DataQuest web page at http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/.
Please telephone the school if you would like to schedule a parent conference to discuss your child’s options for program placement.
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