
 
 

Third Grade ELA   

Florida B.E.S.T.   
 

Proficiency Scale 

Morphology  

Spotlight Standards:  
ELA.3.V.1.2  

Supporting Standards:  
ELA.K12.EE.2.1, ELA.3.F.1.3  

 

4.0 
Optional 

Enrichment 

 
I can:  

 identify and apply a word’s etymology to determine how it came to have its 
meaning.  

3.5 I have mastered 3.0 content and help with help I am successful at 4.0 content. 

 
 

3.0  
 
 

 
By the end of the year, I will be able to:  
 identify and apply knowledge of common Greek and Latin roots, base 

words, and affixes to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words in 
grade-level content.  

2.5 I have mastered 2.0 content and with help I am successful at 3.0 content. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.0 
 

I can:  
 

 identify unfamiliar words  
 identify word parts:  
 base words or Greek and Latin roots.  
 affixes (prefixes and suffixes).  
 recall the meaning of common roots and affixes.  

 

I can use these  
vocabulary words:  
 base   
 root   
 affix   

o prefix   
o suffix   

  
 

1.5 I have partial success at 2.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0, content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, I have partial success at 2.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Teachers note: 

Florida B.E.S.T. Binder:  
• Greek and Latin Roots - pp. 200 (Appendix D)  
• Common Prefixes & Suffixes – pp. 202-203 (Appendix D)  

 



 
 

Third Grade ELA   

Florida B.E.S.T.   
 

Proficiency Scale 

Context and 
Connotation  

 

Spotlight Standards:  
ELA.3.V.1.3  

Supporting Standards:  
ELA.K12.EE.2.1, ELA.3.R.3.1  

 

4.0 
Optional 

Enrichment 

 
I can:  

 Use context clues, figurative language, word relationship, reference 
materials, and/or background knowledge to determine the meaning of 
multiple-meaning and unknown words and phrases two grade levels 
higher.  

3.5 I have mastered 3.0 content and help with help I am successful at 4.0 content. 

 
 

3.0  
 
 

 
By the end of the year, I will be able to:  
 Use context clues, figurative language, word relationship, reference 

materials, and/or background knowledge to determine the meaning of 
multiple-meaning and unknown words and phrases, appropriate to 
grade-level.   

2.5 I have mastered 2.0 content and with help I am successful at 3.0 content. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.0 
 

I can:  
 

 Use context clues to determine the meaning 
of multiple meaning and unknown words.  

 Use figurative language to determine the 
meaning of multiple meaning and unknown 
words.  

 Use word relationship to determine the 
meaning of multiple meaning and unknown 
words.  

 Use reference materials to determine the 
meaning of multiple meanings and unknown 
words.  

 Use background knowledge to determine the 
meaning of multiple-meaning and unknown 
words.   
 

I can use these  
vocabulary words:  
 Definition  
 Synonyms  
 Antonyms  
 Examples  
 Inference  
 Homonym  
 Homophone  
 Alliteration  
 Hyperbole  
 Idiom  
 Imagery  
 Metaphor  
 Onomatopoeia  
 Personification  
 Simile  

 
1.5 I have partial success at 2.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0, content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, I have partial success at 2.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Florida B.E.S.T. Binder:  

• Context Clues and Word Relationships - pp. 205 (Appendix D)  
• Elementary Figurative Language – pp. 175 (Appendix B)  



 
 

Third Grade ELA   

Florida B.E.S.T.   
 

Proficiency Scale 

Academic Vocabulary 

Spotlight Standards:  
ELA.3.V.1.1  

Supporting Standards:  
ELA.K12.EE.2.1  

 

4.0 
Optional 

Enrichment 

 
I can:  

 recognize and appropriately use grade-level academic vocabulary in 
speaking and writing across subject areas and beyond.   

3.5 I have mastered 3.0 content and help with help I am successful at 4.0 content. 

 
 

3.0  
 
 

 
By the end of the year, I will be able to:  
 recognize and appropriately use grade-level academic vocabulary in 

speaking and writing.   

2.5 I have mastered 2.0 content and with help I am successful at 3.0 content. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.0 
 

I can:  
 

 recognize grade-level academic vocabulary in 
speaking   

 recognize grade-level academic vocabulary in 
writing   
 

I can use these  
vocabulary words:  
 academic   
 comprehension  
 definition  

 

1.5 I have partial success at 2.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0, content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, I have partial success at 2.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 
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