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A New Chapter and  
New Challenges for  

2018 Grads
The possibility of rain did not deter the high school’s Class 

of 2018 from enjoying a marvelous moment of celebration on 
the morning of June 23, as the graduating seniors walked on 
to the Lions field and through the gazebo decorated brightly 
in blue and gold, to the cheers of family and friends. Members 
of the American Legion Post No. 1738 presented the colors, 
while Student Senate presidents Patricia Douglas and Liam 
Farrell led the salute to the flag and Lisa Esposito sang “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.” After receiving their diplomas, one by 
one, the newest alumni turned their tassels, threw their caps to 
the sky and walked off to begin a new chapter.
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ExcerptsGraduation Speech
 “As unique as your 

individual voice is, so 
too is your legacy. You are 

literally leaving the halls of West 
Islip High School, but your impact, your 

footprint, your message…these will remain. 
Your voice will remain and it will ring loud to 
remind the underclassmen that we are in 

this together, and that together, we move 
forward in unity.”  

– Principal Dr. Anthony 
Bridgeman

 “As newly minted high school graduates, you now 
get to shape your lives and the world we all live in. 
The only true failure would be complacency. Please 

make the most of your opportunity, and your 
prodigious talents, by daring to be great. Challenge 

yourselves and those around you, and remember 
that failure is just a roadmap for improvement.”  

– Board of Education President Steven Gellar 

“We are lucky. The fall  
promises a fresh start for all of us, the 

chance to fill in our story. Be sure to take 
advantage of that, because you never 

know what you might find. Maybe you 
will discover you have untapped hidden 

talents. Hold up your pens, and relish the 
opportunity to add new details to your 

story.”  
– Valedictorian Molly McLaughlin

“Class of 2018,  
you leave high school in  

particularly difficult times. Our 
nation is confronting challenges that 
demand prudence, insight, wisdom 

and tolerance. As you leave us, try not 
to question the motives or character of 

those who differ with your point of view. 
Take time to listen and understand. 

You do not have to agree, but do be the 
voice of balance and  

reason.” – Superintendent 
Bernadette Burns

“During our years here at West 
Islip High School, we have all 
been thrown challenge after 
challenge, whether academic, physical, 
domestic or personal, but the fact that 
we are sitting here today means we 
have successfully powered through 
and become better people because of 
those hardships. I believe we have only 

scratched the surface of our 
potential.” 
 – Salutatorian Melodi Doganay



The high school robotics team earned the 2018 Rockwell Automation Innovation in Control award, and as part of an alliance, placed first at the Half Hollow Hills Invitational exhibition tournament and fourth in the SBPLI-FIRST Long Island Regional event.

A senior student 

was chosen for the 

22nd annual gallery 

show and competition 

“Long Island’s Best: 

Young Artists at the 

Heckscher Museum.” 

In sports, 

winning Lions 

teams included Long 

Island champions, county 

champions, county finalists, 

county semifinalists, Super 

Six champions and three 

league champions.

A total of 15 Advanced Placement courses were offered at the high school. More than 307 students enrolled in these AP courses, including 210 seniors.

More than 150 

student-athletes 

received postseason 

honors, 20 varsity teams 

earned the NYSPHSAA 

Scholar-Athlete awards 

and 30 seniors will 

compete in college 

varsity sports.

West Islip’s music 
program earned its very 

first Best Communities for 

Music Education designation 

from the NAMM Foundation, 

and boasted a record nine All-

State musicians, four All-State 

alternates and 18 All-County 

musicians for the year.
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Antonio Abbatiello 

SUNY Old Westbury

Jahry Abramson 
Morrisville State 

College

Skye Accomando 
Employment

Gabriella Alagna 
SUNY Cortland

Taylor Albanese 
SUNY Cortland

Thomas Albrecht 
Suffolk Community 

College

Hayley Alexander 
Employment

Michael Alini 
CUNY Hunter 

College

Fabrizio Alosa 
Suffolk Community 

College

Keriana Amico 
University of Central 

Florida

Jonathan Andersen 
Academy of Applied 

Technology

Brittany Anelli 
Suffolk Community 

College

Theodore Aponte 
Suffolk Community 

College

Robert Arena 
Sacred Heart 

University

Jennifer Arigoni 
Western Connecticut 

State University

Samantha Armetta 
Syracuse University

Shelby Armetta 
Farmingdale State 

College

Brielle Arnold 
George Washington 

University

Lindsay Aumock 
Academy of Applied 

Technology

Kristina Bachety 
University of South 

Carolina

Michael Badala 
St. Joseph’s College

Samantha Barasch 
Albany College of 

Pharmacy & Health 
Sciences

Noelle Barbieri 
Employment

John Barrett 
Drexel University

Patrick Behrens 
Nassau Community 

College

Richard Bellino 
Binghamton University

James Bello 
Suffolk Community 

College

Isabella Bendetti 
Johnson & Wales 

University

Maria Benedetto  
Mercy College

Desmond Benton 
Suffolk Community 

College

Sophie Benzakein 
Fashion Institute of 

Technology

Donald Berry  
SUNY Oswego

Matthew Berta 
Loyola University

Eric Besanceney 
Suffolk Community 

College

Molly Bevan  
St. Joseph’s College

Samantha Blair 
University of 

Massachusetts Lowell

Austin Bodurian 
Suffolk Community 

College

Mackenzie Bornmiller 
University at Albany

Gregory Bove 
Lafayette College

Alyssa Brady 
St. Joseph’s College

Sydnie Brady 
Farmingdale State 

College

Kaitlin Branigan 
Seton Hall University

Kyle Bruckner 
New York Institute of 

Technology

Angelo Buquicchio 
Pace University

Lawrence Burkhard 
Suffolk Community 

College

Matthew Burns 
Suffolk Community 

College

Christian Butler 
Stony Brook University

Nicholas Butler 
Suffolk Community 

College

Brian Calhoun 
SUNY Cortland

Tyler Calhoun 
Suffolk Community 

College

Laura Caltabellotta 
Iona College

Timothy Cameron 
New York Institute of 

Technology

Lily Cappetta 
University of Delaware

Thomas Carter 
Suffolk Community 

College

Kevin Cassidy 
Temple University

Ashley Catalano 
Academy of Applied 

Technology

Paul Cenci 
Pace University

Karrina Chiusa 
Suffolk Community 

College

Emily Chopin 
Farmingdale State 

College

Krista Ciccarelli 
Rochester Institute of 

Technology

Nicholas Cinquemani 
Farmingdale State 

College

Janis Ciuffini 
University of Tampa

Frankie Collazo 
Suffolk Community 

College

Kiersten Comer 
Wilmington University

Russell Commins 
Suffolk Community 

College

Mary Connolly 
Fashion Institute of 

Technology

Corrine Conste 
University of Florida

Natalie Cosentino 
University at Albany

Keely Czwartachi 
Molloy College

Nicholas D’Agostino 
Binghamton University

Owen Daly 
St. Joseph’s College

Jillian Daniele 
SUNY Oswego

Shamus Davidson 
University at Albany

Nickolas De Dios 
Binghamton University

Rebecca Dean 
University of New 

Hampshire

Michael DeAntonio 
Employment

Grace Ann Delaney 
St. Joseph’s College

Christine Delianne 
Stanford University

Nicholas Del Orfano 
LIU Post

Timothy DeLuca 
SUNY Delhi

Michael DeLucia 
SUNY Delhi

Peter DeMicco  
Stony Brook University

Onur Demir 
Farmingdale State 

College

Alexa DePaola 
SUNY Oswego

Nikkolette De Petro 
Suffolk Community 

College

Anthony DeSenso 
Suffolk Community 

College

Jake Dieli 
New York University

Vincent Di Grigoli 
Suffolk Community 

College

Anthony Di Mino 
Southern New 

Hampshire University
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Lauren Di Stefano 
Wagner College

Ariana DiStefano 
Mount Saint Mary 

College

Melodi Doganay 
Rice University

Alexandra Doherty 
MUD Make-up 

Designory

Kyle Dorr 
Adelphi University

Patricia Douglas 
SUNY Cortland

Heather Dreyer 
SUNY Geneseo

Kyle Dunn 
Unknown

Thomas Dykstra 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute

Sydney Engel 
York College

Lisa Esposito 
The New School of 

Performing Arts

Nikolas Evangeliou 
Farmingdale State 

College

Patrick Fariello 
Suffolk Community 

College

Liam Farrell 
Cornell University

Briana Ferguson 
St. Joseph’s College

Samantha Ferrara 
Adelphi University

Ashley Ferro 
Suffolk Community 

College

Caitlin Fiust 
Suffolk Community 

College

Kathryn Flanagan 
Fashion Institute of 

Technology

Megan Flannery 
University of Tampa

Thomas Flannery 
Suffolk Community 

College

Devin Flynn 
Maricopa Community 

College

James Folks 
Fairfield University

Alexander Forte 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute

Luciano Fortunato 
Hofstra University

Marco Francavilla 
Farmingdale State 

College

Sarah Franckowski 
Unknown

Daniel Frank 
Employment

Jordan Frazzitta 
University of Tampa

Garett Gagan 
Electrical Training 

Center

Liam Gallagher 
Alfred State College

Alyssa Garced 
Employment

Matthew Garcia 
SUNY Plattsburgh

Courtney Geiger 
Quinnipiac University

Mark Gellar 
Drexel University

Anthony Giardina 
Suffolk Community 

College

Hunter Gibbons 
SUNY Cortland

Dylan Gildard  
Suffolk Community 

College

Jacquelyn Gioconda 
St. John’s University

Sara Goberdhan 
Suffolk Community 

College

Richard Going 
Farmingdale State 

College

Julia Grippo 
Pratt Institute

Angelica Guadalupe 
Suffolk Community 

College

Jake Guercio 
Fordham University

Joseph Gusmano 
Binghamton University

Hunter Hallahan 
Suffolk Community 

College

Emma Hampel 
West Point

Julia Harrell 
SUNY Oswego

Luke Harris 
University of Delaware 

Daniel Hart 
Suffolk Community 

College

Daniel Hassell 
Suffolk Community 

College

Keith Hawkins 
Employment

Kelly Heaphy 
Lehigh University

Katherine Herzlinger 
Iona College

Hailey Hickey 
Suffolk Community 

College

Ryan Hirt 
Western Connecticut 

State University

Rachel Hodkin 
Nassau Community 

College

Holly Hohorst 
Syracuse University

Brennen Houseman 
Suffolk Community 

College

Joseph Hudson 
SUNY Potsdam

Jamie Hufford 
Farmingdale State 

College

Emily Hyland 
LIU Post

Erin Hyland 
Suffolk Community 

College

Morgan Iacono 
Employment

Jason Iasparo 
SUNY Oswego

Andrew Ierardi 
Penn State University 

Park

Amanda Impagliazzo 
Florida State 
University

Alexa Innes 
West Virginia 

University

Anthony Ippolito 
CUNY Baruch College

Alison Janousky 
Farmingdale State 

College

Christian Jimenez 
Undecided

James Johnson 
Suffolk Community 

College

Nicholas Johnson 
Nassau Community 

College

Claudia Kaich 
Five Towns College

Erin Kelly 
Binghamton University

Liam Kennedy 
Suffolk Community 

College

Erik Kier 
Stony Brook University

Hayley Kirby 
Farmingdale State 

College

Klaire Klemens 
Stony Brook University

Sarah Koepke 
University of New 

Haven

Amber Kortright 
SUNY Oneonta

Samantha Kossoff 
Employment

Shaelyn Krucher 
Fairfield University

Michelle Kurkela 
University of 

California, Santa Cruz

Shannon Lafferty 
Tulane University

Thomas	L andhauser	
University at Albany

Samantha Landri 
SUNY New Paltz

Alexis Lang 
SUNY Cortland

Jack Langhorn 
Binghamton University

Philip Lanzarone 
University of South 

Florida

Carly Lanzarotta 
University of Mary 

Washington
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Cassandra Larosa 

Siena College

Brandon Latargia 
SUNY New Paltz

George Lee 
Manhattan College

Noah Lee 
Unknown

Patrick Le Hen 
Valencia College

Caitlyn Leibman 
Hofstra University

Kayla Leiss 
CUNY Hunter 

College

Jason Lella 
Edinboro University of 

Pennsylvania

Sarah Lella 
St. John’s University

Rosa Lettieri 
Farmingdale State 

College

Thomas Lewandowski 
Unknown

James Loeffler 
Boston College

Angelina Lombardi 
Sacred Heart 

University

Paul Lopez 
Suffolk Community 

College

Colette Lotter 
SUNY Oneonta

Damian Loughlin 
Drexel University

Allyson Lundie 
SUNY Oneonta

Robert Lynaugh 
Suffolk Community 

College

Lillian MacGuire 
Farmingdale State 

College

Jack Magee 
SUNY Geneseo

Sandy Maharaj 
Hofstra University

Stephen Malinowski 
University at Buffalo

Joseph Mallene 
Suffolk Community 

College

Matthew Mallimo 
St. Joseph’s College

Joseph Malone  
Trade School

Lainie Martin 
Sacred Heart 

University

Ronald Martiny 
Military

Jake Martone 
SUNY Brockport

Paul Massmann 
SUNY Delhi

Charlize Mathews 
Binghamton University

Sean McBride 
SUNY Geneseo

Marissa McCandless 
Suffolk Community 

College

Kaleigh McCarthy 
Suffolk Community 

College

Michael McCormac 
Suffolk Community 

College

Madeline McElwee 
Ringling College of 

Art & Design

Heather McEntee 
Molloy College 

James McGrade 
Suffolk Community 

College

Shannon McKeefery 
Suffolk Community 

College

Joseph McKenna 
Suffolk Community 

College

Brandan McKeon 
University of 

North Carolina at 
Wilmington

Molly McLaughlin 
Yale University

Emily McLeer 
SUNY Geneseo

Emily Michaluk 
Towson University

William Miller 
Suffolk Community 

College

Connor Minogue 
Johnson & Wales 

University

Brian Misegades 
University of New 

Haven

Jessica Moellendorf 
SUNY Geneseo

Vasilis Montauredes 
Employment

Gabriela Montes 
Suffolk Community 

College

Raven Moran 
Employment

Julianna Moses 
Binghamton University

Matthew Moynihan 
Suffolk Community 

College

Patricia Mueller 
Monroe College

Timothy Mullane 
Nassau Community 

College

Joseph Muscarnera 
Electrical Training 

Center

Nicholas Napolitano 
Suffolk Community 

College

Adam Naqvi 
Stony Brook University

Panayiotia Navas 
Farmingdale State 

College

Haley Nelson 
Suffolk Community 

College

William Nicholsen 
SUNY Delhi

Brooke Nicolosi 
Suffolk Community 

College

Nicolette Nigro 
Stony Brook University

Ian Nilsen 
Suffolk Community 

College

Shannon O’Hora 
Molloy College

Michael Okula 
Turner School

Joseph Oliveri 
Lincoln Tech

Daniel Orehosky 
Suffolk Community 

College

Shannon O’Rourke 
Farmingdale State 

College

Alexis Pace 
SUNY Oneonta

Frank Pace 
Stony Brook University

Patrick Paduano 
University of Hartford

Samantha Panico 
Suffolk Community 

College

Anthony Pappacoda 
Fashion Institute of 

Technology

Amanda Parkinson 
Alfred State College

Thomas Parson 
Rochester Institute of 

Technology

Maria Pascarella 
Adelphi University

Miranda Paterno 
Pace University

Daniel Patricola 
University of North 

Carolina at Charlotte

Carley Patwell 
Wingate University

Aidan Pecorale 
Worcester Polytechnic 

Institute

Marisa Penna 
Employment

Taylor Penny 
St. John’s University

Anthony Perrone 
Catholic University

Molly Perrone 
SUNY Geneseo

Avery Pesa 
Suffolk Community 

College

Sophia Marie Pfisterer 
Suffolk Community 

College

Jordan Piht  
Hofstra University

Ken Pizarro 
Farmingdale State 

College

Gabrielle Pizzuto 
Suffolk Community 

College

Justin Polanco 
University of Maryland

Kathleen Polley 
SUNY College of 

Technology at Canton

Ryan Potornai 
Trade School

Rocco Prezzano 
Suffolk Community 

College
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Brianna Pugliese 
Employment

Christina Puglisi 
Mount Saint Mary 

College

Christine Quartararo 
Suffolk Community 

College

Julia Quinn 
Employment

Martin Racanelli 
Fairfield University

Richard Racanelli 
Boston College

Jacob Radigan 
SUNY Geneseo

Samantha Raffa 
Suffolk Community 

College

Alexa Raia 
Suffolk Community 

College

Joseph Raimondi 
Fairfield University

Brandon Ranzie 
Unknown

Alexa Rapisarda 
SUNY Cortland

Julia Rathje 
SUNY Cortland

Jason Regina  
Binghamton University

Andrew Renfroe 
SUNY Plattsburgh

Julia Renzulli 
Suffolk Community 

College

Benjamin Reynolds 
Suffolk Community 

College

Nicole Rich 
Employment

Nicholas Riedel 
Berklee College of 

Music

Nicholas Risedorf 
Binghamton University

Jacob Rivelli 
Indiana State 

University

Alyson Roberts 
SUNY Cortland

Marc Rocchio 
Farmingdale State 

College

Mia Rodriguez 
Nassau Community 

College

Emily Rohan 
Suffolk Community 

College

Cayla Romano 
University of Florida

Jennifer Romeo 
Dutchess Community 

College

Nicholas Ronca 
Employment

Gabrielle Rondinello 
Quinnipiac University

Katherine Rosenson 
Employment

Jake Rossi 
SUNY Delhi

Joseph Rota 
SUNY Delhi

Tyler Rueb 
Suffolk Community 

College

Kayla Ruotolo 
Suffolk Community 

College

Emily Rushton 
Suffolk Community 

College

Matthew Russo 
Ohio State University

Gabrielle Ryan 
Penn State University 

Park

Noorul Sabaah 
University at Buffalo

Allen Sadowski 
Nassau Community 

College

Michael Sammartano 
Suffolk Community 

College

Nicole Sammartano 
Binghamton University

Connor Sammut 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute

Alexandra Santangelo 
Suffolk Community 

College

Isabelle Sarle 
SUNY Geneseo

Grace Schaefer 
SUNY Geneseo

Brandon Scheich 
Stony Brook University

Melanie Schmadtke 
Employment

Erin Schweers 
CUNY Hunter 

College

Kristina Schweitzer 
Adelphi University

Sarah Sciortino 
University of Vermont

Roscoe Sciuti 
Suffolk Community 

College

Alessio Scuderi 
Suffolk Community 

College

Jared Sgambati 
Suffolk Community 

College

Kayla Shanley 
Farmingdale State 

College

Anthony Siconolfi 
Syracuse University

Nicholas Siconolfi 
Marist College

Dylan Sleter 
Suffolk Community 

College

Alexander Spinosa 
Suffolk Community 

College

Angelo Spiratos 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute

Valerie Spradley 
Employment

Sean Swenson 
Ithaca College

Gavin Syska 
SUNY Oswego

Zain-Ul-Abdeen Tahir 
Employment

Joseph Tammaro 
St. Thomas Aquinas 

College

Sarah Tancredi 
Employment

Rebecca Tarnovska 
Suffolk Community 

College

Guy Tasso 
Suffolk Community 

College

Ashley Taylor 
Binghamton University

Jason Terminiello 
Suffolk Community 

College

Danielle Terribile 
Suffolk Community 

College

Jeffrey Tyers 
Suffolk Community 

College

Sophia Veiga 
Suffolk Community 

College

Gianna Vilardi 
Quinnipiac University

Alec Vogel 
SUNY Potsdam

Taylor Volz 
Employment

Riley Wallace 
Adelphi University

Craig Walters 
University at Buffalo

Adam Waly 
Electrical Training 

Center

Dorothea Waters 
Academy of Applied 

Technology

Lauren Weber 
Suffolk Community 

College

Joseph Weilert 
Suffolk Community 

College

Abigail Weintz 
Georgetown University

Bradley Wilson 
Sacred Heart 

University

Alexandria Winter 
Suffolk Community 

College

Devon Wood 
Suffolk Community 

College

Jefferson Xu 
Fashion Institute of 

Technology

Thomas Yepes 
Suffolk Community 

College

Amber Zaccaria 
Buffalo State College

Qi Di Zheng 
Fordham University

Matthew Zotto 
Five Towns College

AwardsSenior
For a complete list of senior awards and scholarships, 
please visit the following link on the district website or 
scan the QR code to the right:
www.wi.k12.ny.us/2017-senior-awards.pdf
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Constance Allen
Staci Ansbach
Sandra Brady
Nancy Budka
Susan Burke

Denise Ciangetti
James Ciaravino

Marie Cifelli
Helene Dellas-DiBona

Joseph DeMeo
Wendy Duffy
Linda Falsetta

Deborah Farnworth
Albert Haldenwang

Elizabeth Holub
Joanne (Sue) Huscilowitc

Anne Kuhlwilm
Dawn Lotter

Patricia Massaro-Haff

Robert Matuozzi
Brenda Mayo

Mary McCarthy
Eileen Medicks

June Mellon
Donna Montalbano
Claudia Moschetta
Maureen Murphy
Kathy Nicodemo

Jacquelyn O’Connor
Patricia Paolicelli

Patricia Pellegrino
Dominic Randazzo

Theresa Rueb
Linda Ruggiero

Geraldine Sabiston
Barbara Sheehan
Geraldine TerrellCongratulations to 

All on Moving Up!

Congratulations to the following 
retirees for 2017-2018:

Bernadette M. Burns, Superintendent of Schools

Board of Education
Steven Gellar, President

Annmarie LaRosa, Vice President

Richard Antoniello
Scott Brady

Ronald Maginniss

Paul Michaluk
Kevin O’Connor


