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What is standards based grading?

Standards based grading assesses students on

their ability to master individual grade level

learning standards (skills).
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What is a learning standard?

A learning standard is an academic skill

that students are expected to demonstrate

consistent mastery with by the end of each

school year.
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Examples of Learning Standards
Grade 1 - (ELA): 

Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence 

(i.e. first word, capitalization, ending punctuation).

Grade 4 - (Math): 

Solve word problems involving multiplication of a 

whole number by a fraction.
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Miscellaneous Information Re: Learning Standards

Q: Not every standard is addressed every trimester. Will the standards 

not assessed during certain trimesters be grayed out?

Q:What standards are addressed on the K-5 report cards?

Q: What is a Power Standard?
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What is a standards based report card?

A standards based report card reflects student

progress throughout the school year towards

mastery of grade level learning standards (skills) by

the end of a school year.
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Why is the district transitioning to standards based grading and 

standards based report cards at the elementary level?

Utilizing the standards to assess academic growth over time provides concrete 

data tied directly to specific standards (skills) and informs our instructional 

practices.

Student’s strengths and areas where opportunities remain for growth are more 

easily identified and abled to be addressed in a timely manner.  

Questions, tasks, activities, etc. related to evaluating students are assessed 

individually based on a specific standard, rather than as a numerical grade 

which typically consist of a variety of standards not clearly delineated.
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What is working well in this car and what is not?
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Level Description of Level

4 Student consistently and exceptionally exceeds grade level expectations.

3 Student consistently meets grade level expectations.

2 Student partially meets grade level expectations

1 Student does not yet meet grade level expectations

Standards Based Assessment Scale (K-5)
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Demonstrated Actions for Levels 1-4
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Remember Understand Apply Analyze Evaluate Create

Recognize & Recall Interpret & Infer Execute & Implement Differentiate & Attribute Critique Generate & Produce

How would you 

define _______?

How would you 

generalize _____?

How would you 

solve?

What evidence in the text 

supports _______?

How would you 

generate a plan to 

______?

How can you 

verify _______?

List the ______ 

in order.

What did you 

observe?

What would the 

result be if ____?

What are the advantages 

and disadvantages of 

______?

What would 

happen if _____?

Explain your 

reasoning.

Higher Level Thinking Question Samples
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How does student behavior, personal responsibility, the timely 

completion of work, etc. factor into SBG?

A student’s overall performance throughout their school career is based on a variety of 

factors, including academic and age appropriate executive functioning skills.

Student progress with mastering the learning standards will be assessed via the academic 

rubric shared on the previous slide.

Other factors, such as behavior, personal responsibility and the timely completion of work 

will be assessed in the Characteristics of Successful Learners section of the report card … 

as they do not evidence the knowledge acquisition of academic skills.
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Characteristics of Successful Learners
The rollout of standards based grading commences this year … and will continue to evolve 

throughout subsequent years.

 Demonstrates self-control 

 Focuses on task at hand

 Organizes self and materials

 Works cooperatively with others

 Works through challenges appropriately

 Takes initiative to use independent time appropriately

 Completes homework
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Implementation Timeline
The rollout of standards based grading 

commences this year … and will continue 

to evolve throughout subsequent years.
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Where are we now? Where are we going?

Assessment levels & holistic numerical 

grades at the top of an evaluation 

documents.

Assessment levels identified by standard on 

all evaluation tools.  No numerical grade 

or overall level at the top of an evaluation 

document.

Garnering a greater awareness of the 

standards being addressed in every 

lesson and on the corresponding 

assessments.

More efficiently identifying specific skills 

in which students require targeted support 

or enrichment.

Continuing to acquire knowledge 

regarding the use of data to inform 

instruction.

Increased use of the data collected to 

adjust instructional practices as necessary.
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Anticipated Growing Pains …
 Having a comfort level with the assessment rubric (1-4) as opposed to numerical 

grades …

 Not having one numerical grade at the top of an assessment … 

 Understanding that learning standards are grade level skills that students are 

expected to master by the end of the school year and that levels will fluctuate 

throughout the school year based on the increased complexity of the curriculum as 

the school year progresses …

 Other



WI
West Islip School District

Office of Curriculum and Instruction
________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions & Discussion
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Parent Academy: Standards Based Grading Practices & Report Cards

Date Time Location

Wednesday, September 28, 2022 6:00-7:15 p.m. P.J. Bellew Elementary School

Monday, October 17, 2022 6:00-7:15 p.m. P.J. Bellew Elementary School

Tuesday, November 15, 2022 6:00-7:15 p.m. P.J. Bellew Elementary School

Three parent academies are scheduled to provide parents/guardians with opportunities to learn 

more about standards based grading and the positive impact it has on student success. 

*Additional parent academies will be scheduled throughout the fall based on parent/guardian interest.


