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First administered in 1926, the SAT® was created to democratize access to higher 
education for all students. Today the SAT serves as both a measure of students’ 
college readiness and as a valid and reliable predictor of college outcomes. 

Each academic year, millions of students take the SAT at nearly 7,000 test centers 
in more than 170 countries. Nearly all four-year colleges and universities in the U.S. 
・ including test-optional institutions ・ use SAT scores because the SAT is a reliable 
measure of college readiness as well as a fair and valid indicator of likely college 
success for students from all backgrounds.

The SAT measures the reading, mathematics and writing knowledge and skills that 
are part of a challenging high school curriculum, and how well students can apply 
that knowledge. The SAT also measures academic preparedness for college by 
examining how a student reasons, communicates and solves problems.

Although some have mislabeled the SAT an “aptitude test”, the SAT (current and 
redesigned) is, in fact, and achievement test. The redesigned SAT is founded in 
research and focused on the few things that matter most for college and career 
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success.  It will place emphasis on:

• History/social studies and science in all required tests

• Integration of words and numbers across disciplines 

• Command of evidence 

• Fluency and conceptual understanding in math 

• Applications within real-life contexts

The SAT will continue to place emphasis on equal opportunity for all students.  The 
redesign of the SAT is but one facet of a larger solution at College Board that is 
intended to increase access to and success in college and careers for students. 
Some of the actions that the College Board are currently planning or have already 
taken to achieve this goal include

• Offering fee waivers to every income-eligible student to take the SAT at no charge

• Putting four college application fee waivers in the hands of every income-eligible 
student for use in applying to college

• Offering free test preparation for the SAT to every student through a partnership 
with Kahn Academy

• Identifying students who are ready to profit from taking an AP course through AP 
Potential and helping them to access those courses

• Identifying as early as possible those students who have fallen behind and 
providing interventions to help them accelerate their progress toward college and 
career readiness and success

• Helping middle school and high school teachers to increase the quality and 
intensity of the courses they teach and to recognize and reward student work that 
is on target for college and career readiness

These are just some of the steps The College Board are taking to help achieve equity 
and opportunity for all students. This commitment to equity and opportunity is by far 
and away the most important distinguishing feature of College Board’s agenda.
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The redesigned SAT will ask students to apply a deep understanding of the 
few things shown by current research to matter most for college readiness 
and success. They’ll find questions modeled on the work of the best 
classroom teachers and perform tasks practiced in challenging course work. 
The SAT redesign is centered on eight key changes.

Relevant Words in Context
The redesigned SAT will focus on relevant words, the meanings of which 
depend on how they’re used. Students will be asked to interpret the meaning 
of words based on the context of the passage in which they appear. This is 
demanding but rewarding work. These are words that students will use 
throughout their lives — in high school, college, and beyond.
Requiring students to master relevant vocabulary will change the way they 
prepare for the exam. No longer will students use flashcards to memorize 
obscure words, only to forget them the minute they put their test pencils 
down. The redesigned SAT will engage students in close reading and honor 
the best work of the classroom.

Command of Evidence
When students take the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section of the 
redesigned SAT, they’ll be asked to demonstrate their ability to interpret, 
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synthesize, and use evidence found in a wide range of sources. These include 
informational graphics and multiparagraph passages excerpted from literature 
and literary nonfiction; texts in the humanities, science, history, and social 
studies; and career-related sources.
For every passage students read, there will be at least one question asking 
them to select a quote from the text that best supports the answer they have 
chosen in response to the preceding question. Some passages will be paired 
with informational graphics, and students will be asked to integrate the 
information conveyed through each in order to find the best answer.
Questions that assess writing skills will also depend on a command of 
evidence. Students will be asked to analyze sequences of paragraphs to make 
sure they are correct, grammatically and substantively. In some questions, 
students will be asked to interpret graphics and edit the accompanying 
passages so that they accurately convey the information in the graphics.
The redesigned SAT will more closely reflect the real work of college and 
career, where a flexible command of evidence — whether found in text or 
graphic — is more important than ever.

Essay Analyzing a Source
The focus of the Essay section on the redesigned SAT will be very different 
from the essay on the current SAT. Students will read a passage and explain 
how the author builds an argument. They’ll need to support their claims with 
evidence from the passage. This task more closely mirrors college writing 
assignments.
The new Essay section is designed to support high school students and 
teachers as they cultivate close reading, careful analysis, and clear writing. It 
will promote the practice of reading a wide variety of arguments and analyzing 
how authors do their work as writers.
The essay prompt will be shared in advance and remain consistent. Only the 
source material (passage) will change. The Essay will be an optional 
component of the SAT, although some school districts and colleges will require 
it.

Math Focused on Three Key Areas
The exam will focus in depth on three essential areas of math: Problem 
Solving and Data Analysis, the Heart of Algebra, and Passport to Advanced 
Math. Problem Solving and Data Analysis is about being quantitatively literate. 
It includes using ratios, percentages, and proportional reasoning to solve 
problems in science, social science, and career contexts. The Heart of Algebra 
focuses on the mastery of linear equations and systems, which helps students 
develop key powers of abstraction. Passport to Advanced Math focuses on the 
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student’s familiarity with more complex equations and the manipulation they 
require.
Current research shows that these areas most contribute to readiness for 
college and career training. They’re used disproportionately in a wide range of 
majors and careers. The SAT will sample from additional topics in math, but 
keep a strong focus on these three.

Problems Grounded in Real-World Contexts
Throughout the redesigned SAT, students will engage with questions grounded 
in the real world, questions directly related to the work performed in college 
and career.
In the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section, reading questions will 
include literature and literary nonfiction, but also feature charts, graphs, and 
passages like the ones students are likely to encounter in science, social 
science, and other majors and careers. Students will be asked to do more than 
correct errors; they’ll edit and revise to improve texts from the humanities, 
history, social science, and career contexts.
The Math section will feature multistep applications to solve problems in 
science, social science, career scenarios, and other real-life contexts. 
Students will be presented with a scenario and then asked several questions 
about it. This allows students to dig into a situation and think about it, then 
model it mathematically.

Analysis in Science and in Social Studies
When students take the redesigned SAT, they will be asked to apply their 
reading, writing, language, and math skills to answer questions in science, 
history, and social studies contexts. They will use these skills — in college, in 
their jobs, and in their lives — to make sense of recent discoveries, political 
developments, global events, and health and environmental issues.
Students will encounter challenging texts and informational graphics that 
pertain to issues and topics like these in the Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing section and the Math section. Questions will require them to read and 
comprehend texts, revise texts to be consistent with data presented in 
graphics, synthesize information presented through texts and graphics, and 
solve problems based in science and social science.

Founding Documents and Great Global Conversation
America’s founding documents — such as the Declaration of Independence, 
the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights — are all rather short, but they have 
inspired a conversation that endures today. Every time students take the 
redesigned SAT, they will encounter an excerpt from one of the Founding 
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Documents or a text from the ongoing Great Global Conversation about 
freedom, justice, and human dignity. In this way, we hope that the redesigned 
SAT will inspire deep engagement with texts that matter and reflect not only 
what is important for college and career, but what is important for citizenship 
here and around the world.

No Penalty for Wrong Answers
The redesigned SAT will remove the penalty for wrong answers. Students will 
earn points for the questions they answer correctly. This move to rights-only 
scoring encourages students to give the best answer they have to every 
problem.
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The Reading Test on the redesigned SAT will look similar to the current SAT as far 
as single and paired passages go.  However, there will be greater emphasis on 
cross-disciplinary contexts and the inclusion of informational graphics, as well.  The 
range of text complexity will vary from 9th grade-level reading to college-level 
reading.  The test will focus on words in context and command of evidence, and 
items from the test will contribute to both of those subscores (discussed later in the 
presentation).
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The passage is not shown here, but the point is that the test presents multiple 
choice questions to understand reading comprehension.  There is no follow up 
question that asks for evidence.
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• Some questions may look very much like the questions on the current SAT: i.e., 
testing reading comprehension through asking questions about the passage.

• Entire passage does not appear on the slide, but it is important to note that the 
passage is an authentic text adapted from a speech delivered in 1974.  The 
redesigned SAT will contain real world contexts – passages in the Reading Test 
will be authentic texts and not constructed solely for the purpose of the SAT.

• Choice A is the best answer. Jordan is making a distinction between two types of 
“parties”: the informal associations to which Alexander Hamilton refers and 
formal, organized political parties such as the modern-day Republican and 
Democratic parties. Jordan anticipates that listeners to her speech might 
misinterpret her use of Hamilton’s quotation as suggesting that she thinks 
impeachment is essentially a tool of organized political parties to achieve partisan 
ends, with one party attacking and another defending the president. Throughout 
the passage and notably in the seventh paragraph (lines 55–63), Jordan makes 
clear that she thinks impeachment should be reserved only for the most serious 
of offenses — ones that should rankle people of any political affiliation. 
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• This is a follow up question to the previous slide and demonstrates one way in 
which the redesigned SAT will test command of evidence.

• Choice C is the best answer because in lines 55–58, Jordan draws a contrast 
between political motivations and “high crime[s] and misdemeanors” as the basis 
for impeachment and argues that impeachment “must proceed within the 
confines” of the latter concept. These lines thus serve as the best evidence for 
the answer to the previous question. 
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• Single sentence with no other context.  It is difficult to complete the sentence 
unless you know the meanings of all of the words in the answer choices, and 
there is no context around the words in the answer choices to help a student 
figure out what the meaning of the word could be.  Without knowing what these 
words mean, any word could be placed in the blank and potentially make sense.

• Answer is E
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• Entire passage not shown on the slide
• Question appears as part of a larger passage, not one single sentence.
• In this sort of question, students must demonstrate not only facility with language 

in general but also skill in using language in particular contexts to convey 
meaning clearly and precisely. 

• This question asks students to determine which word makes the most sense in 
the context of a sentence from a passage about painter Dong Kingman. The best 
answer here is choice C because “departed” is the most contextually appropriate 
way to indicate that Kingman had deviated from the tradition of Chinese 
landscape painting in a number of ways.
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• Entire passage not shown on this slide
• Vocabulary word is a relevant, useful word and appears within the context of a 

passage
• Student must identify meaning of the word based on context

• Choice B is the best answer because the context makes clear that the clustering 
of jobs, innovation, and productivity will be more concentrated in, or more 
densely packed into, “a smaller number of bigger cities and city-regions” (lines 
56–57). 
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Unlike the Writing section today, the Writing & Language Test on the redesigned 
SAT will be entirely passage-based.  There will be greater emphasis on cross-
disciplinary contexts and the inclusion of informational graphics, as well.  The range 
of text complexity will vary from 9th grade-level reading to college-level reading.  The 
test will include multiple text types and will focus on words in context, command of 
evidence, expression of ideas, and standard English conventions. Items from the 
test will contribute to all four subscores associated with these areas of focus 
(discussed later in the presentation).
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• Single sentence, not part of a larger passage
• Asks the student to identify the error, but does not ask student for improvement 

of sentence
• Correct answer is E.
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• Entire passage not shown on this slide
• This question asks students to determine the most economical way to express an 

idea clearly. 
• The sentence in question appears within the context of a larger passage.
**Note: “relevant words in context” does not always refer to testing of one particular 
word.  In this case, the student must revise the sentence to ensure the words make 
sense in context to form a clear and concise expression of idea without redundancy, 
as is seen in some of the choices. 
• This question asks students to determine the most economical way to express an 

idea clearly. Students must recognize that only one choice (choice D, “current 
design of the road”) expresses the idea clearly and concisely, whereas other 
choices introduce various redundancies (“current” and “at this time” in choice A, 
“current” and “right now” in choice B, and “now” and “currently” in choice C) that 
serve only to weaken written expression here. 
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• Single sentence, not part of a larger passage
• No context
• Correct answer is D
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• Entire passage not shown on this slide
• Asks the student to use evidence (a graph) to identify whether the sentence is 

accurate or can be improved.
• Sentence in question appears as part of a larger passage, including graphical 

information.
• This question asks students to analyze data displayed graphically and to 

integrate that information with information presented in text — specifically, to 
determine which of four interpretations of the graph is accurate and to revise the 
passage’s wording as needed. The best answer here is choice C, as the graph 
establishes that the employment of urban and regional planning is expected to 
increase by 16 percent between 2010 and 2020. The other answer choices 
misstate the data in the graph in one way or another. The focus in a question 
such as this is not simply on understanding information in a data display, as 
important as that can be, but rather on demonstrating a broad command of 
evidence by synthesizing information and ideas expressed in two different 
mediums (graphics and words).
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• Common prompt:  publicly available
• Represents sound instructional model

• Sources are arguments written for a broad audience
• Emphasis on analysis of the argument (not opinion)
• Expanded time for students to read, plan, write (50 minutes)
• Analytic scoring (discussed later in the presentation)
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The redesigned SAT Math Test will require a stronger command of fewer, more 
important topics. The test covers all mathematical practices, with an emphasis on 
problem solving, modeling, using appropriate tools strategically, and looking for and 
making use of structure to do algebra. The practices emphasized in the redesigned 
SAT are central to the demands of postsecondary work. 

The Math test will contain multiple item-types. Most math questions will be multiple 
choice, but some will be student-produced responses (grid-ins). Some parts of the 
test present students with a scenario and then ask several questions about it.

The Math Test has two portions. One is a 55-minute portion comprising 38 
questions for which students are allowed to use calculators to solve the problems. 
The other is a 25-minute portion comprising 20 questions for which students are not 
allowed to use calculators to solve the problems. 

The SAT Math Test assesses fluency with mathematical procedures, conceptual 
understanding, and applications with equal intensity, as they are the primary 
components of mathematical proficiency.

Fluency

For the SAT Math Test, “fluency” is a skill in carrying out procedures flexibly, 
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accurately, and efficiently with strategic competence. That is, students are expected 
to demonstrate a reasonable quickness when solving problems by identifying and 
using the most efficient solution approaches, such as solving a problem by 
inspection, using their mathematical understanding and skills to find a shortcut, or 
reorganizing the information given.

Conceptual Understanding

The SAT Math Test requires students to demonstrate conceptual understanding by 
demonstrating mastery of mathematical concepts, operations, and relations. For 
example, questions may require making connections between properties of linear 
equations, their graphs, and the contexts they represent.

Applications

Applications on the SAT Math Test require students to demonstrate the ability to 
analyze a situation, determine the essential elements required to solve the problem, 
represent the problem mathematically, and carry out a solution. Application problems 
are set in the real world. Many of these problems are set in academic and career 
settings and are likely to draw from the sciences and social sciences.
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This question presents the student with a reasoning puzzle unrelated to the school 
mathematics curriculum. Being able to solve unfamiliar problems is valuable, but a 
test based entirely on this idea does not provide as much assurance that students 
have learned essential math skills and practices — nor does it reward students for 
their hard work in doing so.

The answer is A.  Since the Jackson family spent 10 consecutive nights at the hotel, 
the earliest they could have started their stay would be on night 1 and the latest 
would be on night 5.  In either case, The Jacksons would be at the hotel on nights 5, 
6, 8, and 10, meaning that they would be there on the same nights as either the 
Lius or the Bentons.
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• sample from the Heart of Algebra category 
• questions require reasoning and insight as they relate to important curricular 

skills such as looking for and making use of algebraic structure
• This is a no calculator usage question.
• Correct answer is 24.  A student may find the solution to this problem by noticing 

the structure of the given equation and seeing that multiplying both sides of the 
equation (1/2x +1/3y = 4) by 6 to clear fractions from the equation yields 3x + 2y 
= 24.
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This is a rich application item that uses a science context to make a connection 
across math domains (functions and statistics) and across subjects (math and 
science). 

Correct answer is B. In this question, students need to synthesize all the information 
given in the graph and the prompt and determine which pieces of information in the 
graph will help provide them with a description of the colonies when they are first 
placed in the petri dishes and during the first hour afterward. Choice B is the correct 
answer. Each petri dish has area 10 square centimeters, and so at time t = 0, Dish 1 
is 10% covered 1/10 and Dish 2 is 20% covered 2/10. Thus the statement in B is 
true. 
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Scores reported will include:

• Total score (400 – 1600; sum of two section scores)

• Section scores (200 – 800 each)

• Test Scores (10 – 40 each; Reading Test and Writing Test make up the 
Evidence-Based Reading and Writing Section; Math Test makes up Math 
Section)

• Cross-test scores (10 – 40; items from each of the three tests contribute to 
these scores)

• Subscores (1 – 15 each; subscores specific to each test; items from both the 
Reading Test and the Writing and Language Test contribute to Words in 
Context and Command of Evidence scores)

The Essay will receive a separate set of scores described on the next slide.
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The Essay will have three scores associated with it, and these scores will not be 
added up to a total score.  Students will receive scores for Reading, Analysis, and 
Writing.  The Essay will be scored the same way it is today, with two readers, each 
providing a score of 1 – 4 for each of the categories.
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Khan Academy is an educational nonprofit dedicated to providing a free, world-class 
education to anyone, anywhere, through the delivery of online instructional 
resources. The College Board and Khan Academy are partnering to provide free, 
high-quality SAT practice materials to all students. In this partnership, the College 
Board will continually work with Khan Academy to ensure that the practice 
resources are of the highest quality and focus on the coursework that matters most.  

For the first time ever, all students will have access to the best exam practice 
available, regardless of educational background or ability to pay for preparation.

Together, The College Board and Khan Academy are developing comprehensive 
practice materials that will be personalized, interactive, and engaging. 

The College Board is also partnering with organizations, such as the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of America, to provide access to computers and a safe place to practice for 
those students who may not have access at home.
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• In addition to offering free practice resources, we’re providing personalized 
practice plans to every student so that they can strengthen essential readiness 
skills. 

• By collaborating with teachers and community based organizations such as the 
Boys & Girls Club, we’re ensuring that as many students as possible can take 
advantage of these resources.

1) Send score data.  Students will be able to link their College Board and Khan 
Accounts in order to create personalized practice plans.  Students will need to 
have taken a redesigned assessment (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, PSAT/NMSQT, or 
SAT) in order to be able to create a personalized plan.  Scores for the current 
test cannot be used to create redesigned SAT practice. If a student has not 
completed a redesigned College Board exam, or chooses not to share scores, 
Khan Academy will administer a diagnostic in order to create a practice plan.
Note that Khan Academy will use more than just the scores to create 
personalized study plans – they’ll receive the full item-level metadata (but no 
personal student data.)  (eg.; Question 1 was a high difficulty geometry question 
and Jeff missed it.)

2) Personalized Roadmap.  This is constantly evolving and based on student 
results, progress, and new learnings that Khan Academy will have from other 
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students.
3) Practice tests (with scoring).  The College Board is writing practice tests for the 

Khan Academy platform, written by the same team that is writing the operational 
exam. Students will be able to take these practice tests online, or in paper and 
pencil format (through downloading/printing PDFs, or the published retail book).  If 
they take paper and pencil tests they’ll be able to take a picture of the grid 
through a smartphone app that the College Board is building which will give them 
an immediate score and integrate the results into their Khan Academy profile, 
feeding further adaptation and personalization.

The Khan Academy SAT Practice platform will “beta launch” in June 2015 with basic 
functionality.  The more robust launch with additional features, such as essay scoring 
and the smartphone app will take place in September 2015.

Currently, there are sample practice problems on our website at 
collegereadiness.collegeboard.org.
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