
CPSE-to-CSE TRANSITION MEETING FAQ (2/28/24)

1. What criteria qualifies a student to receive special education and have an IEP?
A student must meet the criteria to be classified as a student with a disability as outlined
in Part 200 of the NYS Regulations of the Commissioner of Education.

2. What does Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) mean?
LRE refers to the extent to which special education services are provided to a student in a
setting with the student’s non-disabled peers and as close to the student’s home as
possible. The continuum of services identifies different service delivery models to
provide specially designed instruction to a student with a disability.

3. How many special education students can be in an Integrated Co-Teaching
classroom?
The maximum number of students with disabilities that can be on the class roster of a
class where integrated co-teaching services is provided is 12. The total of 12 students
includes any student with a disability in that class, regardless of whether all of the
students are recommended for integrated co-teaching services. For example, if two
students with disabilities in a class are recommended for resource room and related
services and ten are recommended for integrated co-teaching services, there are 12
students with disabilities in that classroom.

4. What is the maximum number of nondisabled students that can be included in a
class where integrated co-teaching services are provided?
There is no regulatory maximum number of nondisabled students in an integrated
co-teaching class. However, the number of nondisabled students should be more than or
equal to the number of students with disabilities in the class in order to ensure the level of
integration intended by this program option. A CSE's recommendation for integrated
co-teaching services should consider the overall size of the class enrollment (which
includes students with disabilities and nondisabled students) and the ratio of students with
disabilities to nondisabled students in relation to the individual student's learning needs.

5. If a student receives a small group related service (i.e. speech, OT, PT, counseling),
what is the group size?
The CSE can recommend related services be provided in a small group if appropriate for
the child. The group size for any related service cannot exceed a 5:1 ratio (5 students to
one specialist).
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6. How are students grouped together for related services?
Students with disabilities placed together for purposes of special education (including
resource room, special class, consultant teacher services, integrated co-teaching and
related services groups) must be grouped by similarity of individual needs.

7. Is Parent Counseling and Training a related service that is offered in CSE?
Parent counseling and training is a related service that can be recommended during a CSE
if the committee determines it is appropriate. Parent counseling and training means
assisting parents in understanding the special needs of their child; providing parents with
information about child development; and helping parents to acquire the necessary skills
that will allow them to support the implementation of their child’s IEP.

8. What is meant by special class?
Special class means a class consisting of students with disabilities who have been
grouped together because of similarity of individual needs for the purpose of receiving
specially designed instruction in a self-contained setting, meaning that such students are
receiving their primary instruction separate from their nondisabled peers. Here in West
Islip, we have 15:1 Special Class Programs and 8:1 Special Class Programs.

9. Are there additional support staff available within the district, specifically
paraprofessionals or 1:1 aides?
The Committee on Special Education (CSE) can determine a student with a disability's
need for a 1:1 or shared aide. A recommendation for a 1:1 aide is a significant
programmatic decision and one that should only be made after a comprehensive
discussion of other options considered and clear documentation as to why those options
are not appropriate. While some students may temporarily need the support of a
one-to-one aide to receive a free appropriate public education, for other students, the
assignment of a one-to-one aide may be unnecessarily and inappropriately restrictive.

10. If a child attends a private school, what does the CSE referral process look like?
A parent/guardian would contact the district of location of the private school to begin the
referral process.


