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‭SUBJECT:‬ ‭STUDENTS AND PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES‬

‭The Board of Education recognizes that personal electronic devices have educational value when utilized‬
‭appropriately, and with supervision, in the classroom environment. Such devices include but are not limited to‬
‭smartphones, smartwatches, air pods, tablets, e-readers, calculators, voice recorders, digital cameras and music‬
‭listening devices. This policy applies to all electronic devices that can record, take pictures, transmit communication,‬
‭etc.‬

‭The Board acknowledges that cellular phones and other electronic devices can be utilized for educational‬
‭purposes when done so under the supervision of teacher/staff member; however, the unauthorized display and/or‬
‭use of such devices can cause disruption to the educational process and the safety of district stakeholders.‬

‭Therefore, the expectation is that the cell phone policies established by the district for the elementary‬
‭schools, middle schools and high school be adhered to at all times.‬

‭At no time is the videotaping or voice recording of individuals (students, teachers, administrators, staff)‬
‭permitted without their express knowledge and permission.‬

‭The district is not responsible for stolen, lost or damaged personal electronic devices.‬

‭In emergency situations, exceptions to the prohibition of the use of cellular phones and other electronic‬
‭devices may be granted by teachers or administrators as necessary.‬

‭Misuse of an electronic device will result in consequences outlined in the District’s Code of Conduct.‬
‭Furthermore, actions by students on their personal electronic devices may constitute a violation of the law. In such‬
‭cases, the District will cooperate with law enforcement officials as appropriate.‬

‭Cellular Telephones and Testing‬

‭In order to ensure the integrity of testing, in accordance with State guidelines, students are not allowed to‬
‭bring cell phones or other electronic devices into classrooms or other exam locations during testing, including State‬
‭assessments.‬

‭Test proctors, monitors and school officials shall have the right to collect cell phones and other prohibited‬
‭electronic devices prior to the start of the test and to hold them for the duration of the testing period.  Admission to‬
‭the test will be prohibited to any student who has a cell phone or other electronic device in their possession and‬
‭does not relinquish it.‬

‭Students with individualized education plans (IEPs), 504 Plans, or documentation from a medical‬
‭practitioner that specifically requires the use of an electronic device may do so as specified.‬

‭Included with this Policy are guidelines for the use of cell phones in each school setting. Parents and students‬
‭should familiarize themselves with the policies and guidelines established for each school. The District will‬
‭communicate policy expectations to parents and/or guardians prior to the start of each school year. The District has‬
‭established the following guidelines:‬

‭●‬ ‭Elementary (K-5): cell phones are not permitted.‬
‭●‬ ‭Middle School (6-8): cell phones are not permitted.‬
‭●‬ ‭High School (9-12): cell phones are permitted on a limited basis; as delineated in the High School Cell‬

‭Phone Policy.‬
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‭Please refer to the policies (elementary school, middle school and high school), included below, for the applicable‬
‭guidelines and use policies.‬

‭Cross-ref‬‭:‬ ‭4526, Computer Use in Instruction,‬‭5300, Code of Conduct‬

‭Ref‬‭:‬ ‭Price v. New York City Board of Education‬‭,‬‭16 Misc.3d 543 (1‬‭st‬ ‭Dept. 2007).‬

‭Revised and approved by the Board of Education 5/21/2024‬


