August, 2022


Dear Families, 

I am SO excited to welcome you and your child to Fourth Grade in room 29!
I am looking forward to an amazing year, full of opportunities to learn, grow, stretch, and discover together. I am committed to providing a safe and structured classroom environment which values and supports the varied learning styles of all students, allows for individual challenge & achievement, and promotes cooperative efforts. I love helping students to share strategies, defend their views with evidence, and express themselves clearly, both in oral conversations and in their written work. Powerful collaborative conversations require great self-management, strong focus, attention to detail and personal motivation, so these learning behaviors are embedded and reinforced in all we do.
I’ve been teaching 4th and 5th grades here at Carrillo for 18 years, and feel so blessed to be part of this incredible school community! While all 4th grade teachers employ unique methods of instruction in their classrooms, we value collaboration and share ideas & resources to create optimal learning experiences for our students, equitable access to content, and rich, differentiated opportunities.  
A little about me……

My husband, Joe, and I have been married for 26 years. Our oldest son, Kellen graduated from SDSU last year and works as an aerospace engineer. Two of our sons finished high school last year and are onto their next steps. Nate will study Computer Science at Baylor University, and Charlie will attend the Adult Transition Program through SMUSD, working on literacy, math and community access skills, with ASL support, as he is deaf. Our youngest son, Thomas has a visual impairment and attends SEMS as an 8th grader with an amazing support team. He is an exceptionally kind person, a fast runner, and a hard worker.  
(0ver….there’s more!)   ---( 

Staying connected is so important! 
Please join our Classroom REMIND text by texting: @dorsey4th to 81010

The best way to reach me is by email:  cristine.dorsey@smusd.org.  
I’m confident that the year ahead will be a memorable one—full of new learning and new friendships!  I am looking forward to sharing more detailed information with you about classroom routines, our school day schedule, learning goals, volunteer opportunities, and student expectations soon!  I will be helping my son, Nate, move into his dorm in Texas during the first few days of school, so I will send my Back to School Night presentation/video via email on Tuesday, Augugst 17th.
During the first four days of school, your children will be in very capable, experienced hands, with Mrs. Rutan as their substitute teacher.  Most Carrillo Colts know her—she is a valued substitute teacher for many teachers on campus. 
Warm Regards, 

Mrs. Dorsey
