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E What is the of AAC?
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We want our kids to he autonomous
communicators:

Being able to say
they want to say, to
they want to say
it to, they want

to say it, and they @
choose to say it!
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AAC Ice Breaker:
You're meeting a friend at a bar for drinks.




AAC Ice Breaker: Can you do these?

Call your friend over to where you're sitting
Order a drink

You get a drink ond it’s horrible. You want to try your friend’s
instead or to tell the waiter you want something else.

You want to ask your friend if they like their drink.
You want to order another drink.

You want or need to leave.




AAC Ice Breaker




AAC-Best
Practices
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85% of what speaking individuals say every
day can be expressed with 250-350 words

High frequency conceptual words

Increased opportunities for aided

language input
Flexible use across settings
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If a device reflects the language
being used around them, the adults
teaching them language can provide
more aided language input

Can be used to accomplish all

language functions '
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FRINGE

Specific set of low frequency words
that are specific to a person or
activity

More narrow meaning

Easier to teach

20% of our vocabulary

Can’t be applied across settings




Most parents and educators continue to find \\
AAC overwhelming.

Over 80% do not use Proloquo2Go’s
recommended setup. As many as 40% choose

to have fewer than 20 buttons per page.

With such a small grid, language
and communication becomes
limited.




Larger grid size=more language on a single screen
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77 Giving an AAC learner MORE words is so beneficial. It gives them more to | 42

say, and allows them to build language.



Aided Language
Input




Aided LANGUAGE Input
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edrawntoaac
eaac.and.me

A research-based strategy in which communication
partners highlight symbols on the AAC system as they
interact verbally with the person using AAC.



SPEAK AAC To TEACH AAC
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| Research shows that
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But we expect
AAC oug

Speech goes in

AAC Learner

LEADS TO
CONFUSION &
FRUSTRATION =i

“There is an unfair
expectation that
AAC users should be
proficient with the
use of their device
with far less
exposure to the
language they use.”
-Kathryn Dorney



What would happen if you
were unable to speak
verbally and you were given
this AAC system to
communicate?

Chickads2AAC

COMMUNICATION SERVICES




e |f you only took a 45 minute class each week, how long
would it take you to become fluent?

e I|f you immersed yourself in Spanish, how fast would you
become fluent?

Teaching your child to use o device is no different!
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Fo how do we do this?
Modeling without Expectation:

Using the AAC users device to talk without ANY
expectation of them using it in that moment._
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No expectation means:
e We are not asking questions

e We are not prompting our learner to imitute us

e We are not trying to get our learner to say |
anything in particular




Modeling without
expectation means making
AAC another language

spoken at home and in the
classroom!
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INSTEAD - speak the
grammatically correct

sentence and press a button
word you speak. with a meaningful key word. vary your sentences.

[Lets® [ o a1 ][ ptay 2 Let’s get
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LET’S GO
OUTSIDE AND
PLAY!

you do not need to press Provide repeated models

each button for every single of your target word, but

After providing a few The general rule for ANALYTIC
models of your target word, language processors is to
hold your child's AAC device model 1 more word than your

within their reach and WAIT. child typically communicates on
They may say the target their device.

word without prompting. Beginning AAC user i

Single Word AAC user

Two Word AAC user






https://docs.google.com/file/d/1jUwKJ9uVyZYqP2kLnPZABi2sFJzA3yBK/preview
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Hand over hand?

It has been shown that modeling is more
effective than hand-over-hand prompting
for learning skills effectively.



http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/001440299806400406
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/001440299806400406
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/001440299806400406
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their voice if it =~
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-Pick one routine to

model AAC.

-Remind yourself to
focus on modeling
without expectation
during that routine.

-It may feel
difficult and
clumsy—-it will get
better!

AAC Modeling: Mealtime

Model AAC in
everyday activities to
to demonstrate
language for your
learner. Remember
connection over
perfection!

Comment on

your meal!
s YUMMY
* YUCK
* HUNGRY
* NOT HUNGRY
e TASTE GOOD
o LIKEIT
« MY FAVORITE
« DON'T LIKE
e THIRSTY

Here are some ideas
for modeling while
enjoying @ meal
together:
Share about
your day!
e T BORING
* LONG DAY
* NO SCHOOL

e DELICIOUS
o | FULL

e WATCH TV

e TALK FRIEND

* GO WALK

* READ BOOK

e CALL GRANDMA

* SISTER ANNOYING

Ask for things
* WANT MORE
* HAVE THAT
* WANT DRINK
» NEED NAPKIN
» PLEASE GIVE

Ask questions!
e HOW DAY?
e HOW IS IT?
e HAVE DESSERT?







Include everyone

3.



Make sure to customize
your child’s device to

include their preferences.

Add:
e Favorite foods
e Family and friends
e Favorite toys
e Favorite places

We are more motivated to
talk about the things we
love!

field hockey

Taylor Swift

Whole Food...

WHOLE
FOODS

MARKET




Acknowledge, honor, and
celebrate all forms of
communication

Try to make a connection to a
known context

Use AAC to model what you may
think your child means and
expand on it

Provide honest feedback if
you don’t understand

“You said MORE but
you pushed your
snack away..maybe
you meant NO MORE”

“Wow I love how
you're looking
at your device.
Maybe you're
looking for a
word”




A Misconceptions and Fears:

Mistakes and uncertainty:

If my child communicates verball do I have to make them say it on their device too?:

STIMMING:

Too many buttons:

Will AAC restrict verbal lanquage development?




Add your email to the list going around if you
would like access to a more in depth
presentation.

Dani Ackerman Amanda Namorato
dackerman@sachem. edu anamorato@sachem. edu
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