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The Sugar-Salem School District has "Zero Tolerance" for students who bring to school weapons, look-alike weapons or other objects/substances which are a threat to the health and safety of the other students, staff members or visitors or is a disruption to the educational process.  Possession and/or use of these objects/substances on school premises or at any school sponsored activity without prior permission of school officials may  result in formal suspension procedures and possible expulsion.  

1.
For the purposes of this policy, the term weapon is defined in Section 921 of Title 18, United States Code and Section 18-3302D, Idaho Code.  Weapons as defined include firearms, dirk knives, Bowie knives, daggers, metal knuckles and other deadly or dangerous weapons.

2.
Students may  be expelled for a minimum of twelve calendar months if found to have carried a weapon on or about his person while on the property of the Sugar-Salem public schools or in those portions of any building, stadium or other structure on school grounds which were, at the time of the violation, being used for an activity sponsored by or through Sugar-Salem schools or while riding school provided transportation.

Further, Sugar-Salem School District will not admit a resident student who has been expelled from another district for bringing a firearm or weapon to school until that student has completed the expulsion period of not less than one year.  Students affected by the policy have the obligation to produce written confirmation of the initial date of expulsion from the district that expelled them.

3.  According to 18-3302D, Idaho Code, provisions of this policy shall not apply to persons found to have carried a firearm as part of the requirements for a hunter safety course offered by or approved by the school district, or if the person is carrying a firearm while under the supervision of the school district or an employee thereof authorized to give such permission or if the person is carrying the firearm pursuant to a requirement of law or in compliance with law.  

4.
According to 18-3302D, Idaho Code, employees of Sugar-Salem schools shall be deemed to have the right to search all students or minors, their belongings and lockers which are reasonably believed to be in violation of the provisions of this section regarding the carrying of a weapon as defined in this policy.

Further, in accordance with Federal guidelines, it is the policy of this school district to refer all students expelled for bringing a firearm or weapon to school to the criminal justice or juvenile delinquency system.  Students denied admission under this policy are entitled to a due process hearing under the general guidelines established by district policy 

5.  Copies of the state and federal legislation that serve as the basis for this weapons policy are available to the public from the district office.

