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Course Syllabus:

English 1-2 H/CP, 2012-2013
Course Description

Freshman English exposes students to many literary genres and develops critical thinking and written communication skills. The books we read will provide students with an opportunity to learn about various world cultures, social and political ideas, and historical periods. Through an examination of the concept of the hero’s journey, each student will relate his or her own personal experiences to the literary characters and their processes of growth and awakening. Each student will respond to readings and discussions in a variety of ways, including writing, public speaking and creative expression. In addition to the core texts, each student will be required to read and report on supplemental novels from a list of recommended titles.

Students’ abilities in each class will vary; therefore, the goal of instruction is to provide learning opportunities that enable success and advancement for all. Those who are taking this course for honors credit will engage in supplemental readings and novels of increased complexity above the standard curriculum. 

Core Novels – All Students

John Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men, 

Homer, The Odyssey 

William Shakespeare, Macbeth

Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird

Choice Books / College Prep

Elie Weisel, Night 

Octavia Butler, Kindred 

Luis Rodriguez,  Always Running 

Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 

Laurie Andersen, Speak, 
Gail Tsukiyama, The Samurai’s Garden 

Yann Martel, Life of Pi

Required Honors Selections

Charles Dickens, Great Expectations

ShermanAlexie, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart

Art Spiegelman, Maus I and II

Elie Wiesel, Night

Yann Martel, Life of Pi

All students must prepare themselves with the following materials and bring them to class every day:

· Three-ring binder with four properly labeled dividers: 

· Toolbox
· Reading Log
· Novel Units

· Paper Supply
· Black or blue pens, pencils, erasers, correction fluid, etc.

· Paper (a very generous supply)

· Glue sticks

· Index cards for vocabulary

Writing

The philosophy of this class is that writing is a process; therefore, each student can expect to be engaged in the process of writing every class period. In-class assignments will range from informal journal writing to timed essays. The formal essays, one per quarter, will undergo intensive editing and revision, which will include a focus on grammar, vocabulary development and mechanics.

Homework

Homework will consist of daily reading assignments, writing—both short writes and processed essays, vocabulary and grammar. Homework is required—no exceptions. You will do your work on time or late. If it’s late you will have done the work, but you will receive reduced credit. So, since there’s no way out of doing your homework, complete it on time. Note: Please consider reading to be a form of homework. You will be expected to keep up with class content, which means a daily average of 15-20 pages every night, sometimes more, sometimes less.

Grading Policy

Essays/Writing Assignments
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Graded Work
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Class Expectations

The traditions of this class all stem from each student’s acceptance of the rigors and high standards of San Rafael High’s English Department. The following is a list of commitments I am asking each student to make to assure success.

1. Commit to doing well in school 

· Be in your seat when the bell rings ready to work. 

· Follow directions the first time they are given. 

2. Attempt ALL classwork and homework 

· If you do not understand something, ask for help. Never pretend to be ignorant.
3. Come to class prepared with all books, materials, and completed homework

· Have all materials on your desk when the bell rings.
4. Be honest and respectful
· Be honest with me, yourself, and the other adults in your life about your school responsibilities. Never pretend to do work that you haven’t done. 

· Show respect for people and property. 

· No food, flavored drinks, electronic devices, etc. allowed in class.
Contact Information:

Parents, please do not hesitate to contact me for any reason via email at chager@srcs.org—my preferred contact method is email, as I tend to check it quite often throughout the day. 

Parents and Guardians: What can you do to support your child?
· Review this syllabus carefully with your child. Let me know if there is anything specific that your child needs in order to be successful.

· Your student ALWAYS has homework. I assign reading and/or writing assignments nightly. Help by encouraging good reading habits (i.e., reading before falling asleep doesn’t work for most people). Designate a consistent, quiet study environment, and encourage studying at the same time every day. 

· Electronic games, free time on the computer and TV should be saved for AFTER homework is completed.

· The School Loop website is a great way to keep track of your student’s homework in all classes. You can register and receive homework information in English, Spanish or Vietnamese: http://srhs.srcs.ca.schoolloop.com/

· All of the books we read are considered classic literature. So, if possible, consider purchasing the books your student will be reading. This allows him or her to take notes in the book as we discuss and later it becomes a part of his or her personal library. 

Keep in touch throughout the year with any concerns or ideas. 

Film Presentations

In order to enrich the English curriculum we often integrate film into classroom presentations. At times, these films might contain material for mature audiences and/or carry an R rating, yet the content is necessary to convey points pertinent to class themes, deliver material that is presented best through film, or provide essential background and visual reference. Please be aware that we thoroughly review the material to ensure that nothing gratuitous appears on the screen and only the necessary scenes and action are viewed.

Check one of the boxes below to give either permission or non-consent for your child to participate in film presentations in English class. If permission is not given, your child will be assigned an alternate activity that will be of equal value.

Please call or email if you have any questions or would like more details regarding this matter.

Please check one: I give_________/do not give_________ permission for my child to participate in film presentations in Honors English during the 2009-10 school year.

Students and parents, please sign below that you have read this syllabus and return to me by_________________. Each student will be required to keep pages 1-2 of this document in his/her binder for future reference.

Student Name (print)______________________________________________________

Student Signature________________________________________________________

Parent Name (print)_______________________________________________________

Parent Signature__________________________________________________________

Please provide any of the applicable information:

Best Parent Phone During School Hours_____________________________________

Best Parent Evening/Weekend Phone_______________________________________

Parent Email__________________________________________________________

Student Phone_________________________________________________________

Student Email_________________________________________________________
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