Brett

bbrett@srcs.org

office hours: 2nd and 7th, brunch, by appointment

Welcome To  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Government: Institutions of American Democracy

“ The Vote is the most powerful instrument ever devised for breaking down injustice and destroying the terrible walls which imprison men  because they are different from other men.”

 Lyndon B. Johnson, address on signing Voting Rights Bill, August 6, 1965.
Description:
Students will learn about the political process and how it affects them, by studying the workings of local, state, and national governments.  Students will explore the three branches of U.S. government, and look at our governmental system in a global context.  Students will critically assess information related to historic and contemporary governmental issues.  The course will also ask students to consider their role in the political process, with discussion around (1) voting, (2) current events, and effectively voicing one’s opinions in a democratic society.

Classroom Expectations:

· Be in your seat prepared to work when the bell rings.

· Respect the teacher and fellow students at all times!

· No food or drinks in the classroom (this includes gum).

· No electronic devices (cell phones, gameboys, etc.) are to be used during class.

· The Teacher excuses the class, not the bell.
Course Requirements:

Work will be turned in by way of a “work packet.”  All work is expected to be of the highest quality, and turned in on time.  No late work will be accepted for unexcused absences. A  quiz will follow the completion of each packet assigned.  Short and long term class simulations may include the following:  debates, powerpoints, surveys, presentations-oral and written.  

Unit Themes

Unit 1
The Constitution and the Principles of Government

Unit 2
The Three Branches of Government and the Division of Power

Unit 3
The Living Constitution (individual liberties, Bill of Rights, and Due Process

Unit 4
Campaign Trail : Media, Money and Politics

Unit 5
Comparative Government Systems (local and international)
Research Paper TBA :

Option #1 choose a current public servant and research their background and the contributions made to the country.  This does not need to be an elected public servant (ie/activist)although it must be of someone of such stature that there are articles, biographies, etc. available-an interview alone will not suffice.  

Option#2 Research a piece of legislation under consideration or a recent Supreme Court decision and discuss the issues involved and where you stand regarding them.  

Option #3 Research a Supreme Court Justice (current or past) and create a biography that can be read and understood by a ten year old.

The criteria for this assignment will be outlined in detail and is due one/ two weeks before the semester is finished. You will need to document your research for anyone of these assignments.  Late work will not be accepted.

5 Hours Community Service

You will need to fill out a community service slip and have it signed by the project coordinator to receive credit.  You must have the assignment approved by the teacher first.  This assignment may be met in or outside of school and is due two weeks before the end of the first semester.  (Working at a Senior class fundraiser does not count.  Being a Teacher’s Aide does not count).  Consider: Work on a political campaign, non-profit, or attend two out of the three options: court case, school board  meeting, city council meeting.  Any community service hours you complete must be accompanied by a one to one and a half page write up.  The write-up must answer the following questions: The goal/purpose of the organization/candidate?  Experience needed in the field/position?  The protocol or procedures involved in organization or campaign.  Finally, What you learned from the experience personally as well as the role of government in our lives?  

Benchmarks

Benchmarks  are given every quarter and account for  a significant portion of your overall grade.  Think of them as unit exams.

Final Exam

Comprehensive exam (may include  project/presentation)
Violations of Classroom Expectations:
1. Detention

2. Call Home

3. Referral/Suspension 

Restroom Passes:

Each student will receive three restroom passes per quarter. At the end of each quarter, unused passes can be turned in for points.   

Grading Policies

1. Assignments:

1. There will be homework on the board everyday – unless I say otherwise, it is always due the next day.

2. You must have a system that keeps track of all assignments that works best for you. 

3. Complete all assignments on time, neatly and thoughtfully – I will take your work seriously and I expect you to do the same.

4. Keep track of all returned class work, notes, homework, papers, and exams. Assignments will build upon each other and will be useful and necessary references for you. 

II. Make-up Work:
1. It is your responsibility to obtain and turn in make-up work. All make-up work must be completed within two days of your first day back from an excused absence. 

2. You will receive no credit for any work that you missed during an unexcused absence or tardy.

III. Grading Scale:
Students receive points for participation, class work, homework, tests and major projects. The grade will be based on the total number of points using the following percentage scale:

Classwork/Homework(projects,simulations,debate,HW)
30%

Assessment (quizzes , benchmarks, chapter tests)
30%

Final, Research Paper, Community Service

30%

Class Participation




10%

A=90-100%  B=80-89%
C=70-79%
D=59-69%
F=58%  or less

IV. School and Department Policies:

All school and department policies will be followed.

Please communicate with me about your work in this course. This will be a challenging class, but with hard work and communication, you will be successful in it. I will be available in my classroom or email me at bbrett@srcs.org.  I look forward to a semester with intellectual collaboration with all of you! 

I have read and understand the above expectations and grading policies.

Student Signature: ______________________________________________

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________

American Government Syllabus
Goals:
Students who successfully complete the course will understand the various structures of our government.  They will consider their role in the political process, and will further develop opinions on a range of issues from (1) the Constitution and (2) landmark U.S. Supreme Court decisions, to (3) contemporary governmental issues that surface in the news.

Scope:
The ten headings below, taken directly from California State Standards, will guide instruction.

12.1 Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy.

12.2 Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are secured.

12.3 Students evaluate and take and defend positions on what the fundamental values and principles of civil society are (i.e., the autonomous sphere of voluntary personal, social, and economic relations that are not part of the government), their interdependence, and the meaning and importance of those values and principles for a free society.

12.4 Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established by the U.S. Constitution.

12.5 Students summarize landmark U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its amendments.

12.6 Students evaluate issues regarding campaigns for national, state, and local elective offices.

12.7 Students analyze and compare the powers and procedures of the national, state, tribal, and local governments.

12.8 Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the influence of the media of the media on American political life.

12.9 Students analyze the origins, characteristics, and development of different political systems across time, with emphasis on the quest for political democracy, its advances, and its obstacles.

12.10 Students formulate questions about and defend their analyses of tensions within our constitutional democracy and the importance of maintaining a balance between the following concepts: majority rule and individual rights; liberty and equality; state and national authority in a federal system; civil disobedience and the rule of law; freedom of the press and the right to a fair trial; the relationship of religion and government.

