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Instructor:  Mrs. Pikkarainen

Telephone: 485-2309, ext. 7404  
Email: gpikkarainen@srcs.org

Text:  Chemistry, by Zumdahl and Zumdahl; Houghton Milfflin Company, sixth edition 2003.

In this course we will be following the California State Standards for Chemistry, introducing the new standards as presented by the Common Core as well as incorporating the new Next Generation Science Standards as a basis for our apprehension of the topic of chemistry.  We will experience chemistry through lab work, critical thinking, and a variety of class work activities.  Enjoy!

Grading:  Grades are posted in class about every 2 weeks.  Individual grade reports can be requested in person or by email anytime and I will provide them to the students when they are in class.
Grades are based on the following:

               Scale:

	Final
	20 %
	A
	92.1-100%

	Quarter 1 and 2
	80 %
	A-
	90.0-92.0%

	
	
	B
	82.0-87.9%

	You will earn your 
	
	B-
	80.0-81.9%

	quarter grades based on the 
	
	C+
	78.0-79.9%

	following categories:
	
	C
	72.0-77.9%

	
	
	C-
	70.0-71.9%

	Benchmark tests and quizzes
	65 %
	D+
	68.0-69.9%

	Class play, Homeplay
	15 %
	D
	62.0-67.9%

	Labs

Participation
	15 %

5 %
	D-

F
	60.0-61.9%
<59.9%


Homeplay:  

· You are expected to read and use the appropriate sections of the textbook!!  Homeplay problems are assigned during each class meeting and are collected at the beginning of class on the due date.  

· ALWAYS CHECK THE ANSWERS TO THE ODD QUESTIONS AT THE BACK OF THE BOOK!

· I will collect homeplay every time it is assigned and from the questions you completed, I will randomly choose 1-5 questions to grade for accuracy and completeness.

· In order to earn full credit for any problem, you must show your work, use the correct units and significant digits and box your answer.

· No late work will be accepted! (Excused absences excluded)

Experiments:
· Laboratory material (such as glassware) that you have used must be washed and put away as directed by the teacher.  The lab tables must always be left clean.  
· Writing on tables, desks and lab tables will not be tolerated under any circumstances.  
· When equipment is assigned to you, you are responsible for it.  Therefore, report any problems immediately.  

· Unauthorized Experimentation: Frequently, when you come to class you will notice equipment set out.  Under no circumstance should you handle or conduct your own experiments with these materials unless you are instructed to do so.

· Use the lab write-up format handout to create high quality assignments.  Half-credit is lost when a lab is turned in after it is collected.  One week after a lab is due it will no longer be collected for credit.

· If you miss a lab, you will be expected to complete a make-up lab for which I will provide you with sufficient data so that the lab analysis and questions can be answered properly.

Tests:

· Tests are given at the end of each chapter.  These will cover all material in the book and notes, the associated laboratories and class activities.  You will be permitted the use of a 3x5 note card for each test.  

· In order to earn full credit for any problem, you must show your work, use the correct units and significant digits and box your answer.

· Semester finals are comprehensive and you may again use a 3 x 5 note card on the final.

· Unannounced quizzes may be given at any time.  Generally, note cards ARE NOT permitted on quizzes.

Attendance:

-     You are considered tardy if you are not in your seat when the bell rings.  

· Quick Quizzes are given at the start of class; if you are late you will not be able to earn full credit nor will you have a chance to make-up the points earned in the Quick Quiz. 

· After you return from an excused absence, make sure to complete any Quick Quizzes missed.

-     Assignments missed while you are absent are due the class session after you return to class. 

· For absences of more than 2 days, please see me for assignment due dates.  

· If you have an excused absence on the day of a test, you will be expected to make-up the test on the day that you return.  

· If you have an unexcused absence on the day of a test, quiz or project due date, you will earn zero points 
for the assignment missed.

· Work missed due to suspension cannot be made-up, except in the case that you are absent for a final.  If a test is missed during a suspension, you will earn only 50% of what you complete correctly on the test.

· Student Make-Up Work Policy

1.  Call a classmate for assignments and notes when you are absent.  
2.  Only after you have checked with a classmate check with me to see if the information you got was correct, to turn in assignments, and to arrange to make up any quizzes or labs that were missed.   Set up time to get extra help.

Classroom Expectations:


-  Materials (to be brought to class every class meeting)



○    Pen or pencil
○    Note book for taking notes


○    Scientific calculator
○    Folder or binder (that you can share with other classes).  You should keep your work for the academic school year.  Your folder should include the following sections: 
- Quizzes, labs, homeplay, graph paper and ALWAYS extra binder paper


- Substitutes are to be treated with respect and given complete cooperation at all times.

- Cell phones are to be put away and turned off for the duration of class.  Students will be allowed to use their       phones at the end of class to document upcoming assignments as needed.


- Plagiarism and Cheating are not acceptable behaviors.  Any student caught plagiarizing or cheating will 

  automatically earn a zero on the assignment, a phone call home will be made and the administration will 
   
  be notified.  There will be no option of making up the assignment for partial points.  See the Handbook.


- REMEMBER…NEVER INFRINGE UPON THE RIGHT OF ANOTHER STUDENT TO 
  LEARN OR OF YOUR TEACHER TO TEACH.

I have read and I do understand the above policies.


Student Signature____________________________________________ Date______________________


Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________________ Date_____________________

** Parents- please feel free to email me if you have any questions or concerns (gpikkarainen@srcs.org).  *** Parents and students- I update my school webpage every day with current assignments.  
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