A Message from the
Interim Special
Education Director

Andrea Moscatiello

Spring has sprung, and Read 180
and System 44 are blooming within
the special education department.
Special education teachers and .
administrators underwent three days .
of training for these literacy programs
on February 27-29. New computers,
books and materials were delivered to
the special education classes at the
intermediate school and middle
school, and implementation began
on March 5. Annual reviews have
begun at both the elementary and
secondary levels, as well.

I hope that everyone had the
opportunity to attend two scheduled
workshops offering valuable
information on the Long Island
Parent Center, one of which was
presented by Rocky Point teachers
Mark Yashowitz and Patricia Alberti,
and the other presented by Long
Island Parent Center representative
Mes. Fallon.

Spring 2012

According to Richard D. Lavoie, M.A., M.Ed., the primary characteristic of a learning disability is “a

learning-disabled children exhibit.

Learning disabilities typically affect:

Spoken language: delays, disorders, and deviations
in listening and speaking

Written language: difficulties with reading, writing,

and spelling

Arithmetic: difficulty in performing arithmetic
operations or in understanding basic concepts
Reasoning: difficulty in organizing and integrating
thoughts

Memory: difficulty in remembering information
and instructions

Among the symptoms related to learning
difficulties are:
ACADEMIC SYMPTOMS

Poor performance on group tests

Reversals in reading and writing

Difficulty in copying accurately from a model
Slowness in completing work

Easily confused by instructions

Difficulty with tasks requiring sequencing

significant difference between a child’s achievement in some areas and his or her overall intelligence.” His
article, “What Are the Early Warning Signs of Learning Disabilities?” lists the wide range of symptoms that

COGNITIVE SYMPTOMS

Difficulty discriminating size, shape, and color
Difficulty with time (temporal) concepts
Distorted concept of body image

Poor organizational skills

Difficulty with abstract reasoning and/or problem
solving

Disorganized thinking

Often obsesses on one topic or idea

Poor short-term or long-term memory

Lags in development milestones

PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS

General awkwardness

Poor visual-motor coordination

Hyperactivity

Overly distractible and difficulty concentrating
Lack of hard preference or mixed dominance

BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SYMPTOMS

Impulsive behavior and lack of reflective thought
prior to action

Low tolerance for frustration

Excessive movement during sleep

On the Horizon...

Regional Special Education Summer School Program:

Sessions are being held from July 2 to August 10, 2012, from 9 to 11:30 a.m.

All students are enrolled in a 12:1:1 program and receive group speech and counseling services
weekly as a push-in model embedded in the program. Occupational therapy and physical therapy
are provided as per student IEPs. Regional transportation is provided.

Remember to VOTE y

Tuesday, May 15, 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
High School Gymnasium




The District has implemented two comprehensive reading

programs by Scholastic, which are being utilized in the
instruction of English as a Second Language (ESL) and special
education students. These programs have been implemented in
grades 3-8 at Joseph A. Edgar Intermediate School and the
middle school. Individual and group coaching sessions for both
programs began this spring and will continue into the
2012-2013 school year.

READ 180 is designed for struggling students in grades 4-12
who are reading two or more years below grade level. Adaptive
technology provides data to help teachers create differentiated
and individualized instruction for students.

The READ 180 classroom starts with a 20-minute group
instruction period and ends in a whole class wrap-up session. In
between, three small groups rotate between the use of
instructional hardware on the computer, small group instruction, and modeled and independent reading.

SYSTEM 44 is a foundational reading and phonics program geared to assist challenged, struggling and/or unmotivated readers
in grades 3-12. This program focuses on phonics to decode language and teaches students the principle that the English language
is comprised of 44 sounds and 26 letters.

Who to contact if you have a problem

Start with the special education and/or sponsor teacher/or general education teacher and/or support personnel.

School Buildings
Frank J. Carasiti Elementary School
(631) 744-1600, x 7200
Joseph A. Edgar Intermediate School
(631) 744-1600, x 7400
Rocky Point Middle School
(631) 744-1600, x 6020
Rocky Point High School
(631) 744-1600, x 6030

Building Principals
Frank J. Carasiti Elementary School
Virginia Gibbons
vgibbons@rockypoint.k12.ny.us

Joseph A. Edgar Intermediate School
Carol Tvelia
ctvelia@rockypoint.k12.ny.us

Rocky Point Middle School
Dr. Scott O'Brien

sobrien@rockypoint.k12.ny.us

Rocky Point High School
William Caulfield

weaulfield@rockypoint.k12.ny.us

Special Education Coordinator
Deborah Elcik

delcik@rockypoint.k12.ny.us

Director of Special Education
Andrea Moscatiello
Phone: (631) 849-7583

amoscatiello@rockypoint.k12.ny.us

Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Deborah Deluca
Phone: (631) 849-7568

ddeluca@rockypoint.k12.ny.us

Superintendent
Dr. Michael F. Ring
Phone: (631) 849-7561
mring@rockypoint.k12.ny.us

Board of Education
Email on BOE web page
Write to: Rocky Point District Office
90 Rocky Point-Yaphank Road
Rocky Point, NY 11778

New York State Department of
Education Special Education Division
www.nysed.gov

Looking for
Volunteers!

The Rocky Point Union Free School
District invites parents of students with
disabilities to volunteer to sit on
Committee for Special Education (CSE)
meetings as a parent member. If you are
interested, please contact Pat Williamson
(631) 849-7536.



North Shore Youth Council
This is a not-for-profit community-based agency dedicated to helping youth and
families to cope in today’s changing world.

WWW.NSyc.com

Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)

This organization is dedicated to improving the educational outcomes for individuals
with exceptionalities, including disabilities.

www.cec.sped.org

Yellow Pages for Kids with Disabilities
A service that assists in finding professionals, programs, organizations, and support

groups for people with disabilities. Special education students in Bob Ciaccio’s technology class have been

www.yellowpagesforkids.com making leprechaun marionettes. The project allowed the students to follow
directions, properly and safely use machines and tools, and work

For additional resources, please refer to the special education webpage and the winter cooperatively. They also learned to complete a project from the design phase

edition of Of Special Interest posted on the District’s website at to the construction phase and finally, to the finishing phase.

www. rockypointschools.org.

Special Needs Silver Alert Program

The District has joined the Suffolk County Police Department’s Special Needs Silver Alert
program, which enables parents, guardians, relatives, and other caregivers to register
information regarding persons with special needs in the police department’s database for
emergency situations.

The program is designed to accommodate persons with dementia, developmental disabilities,
severe mental illness, and other cognitive disorders. Registrants can request a free identification
bracelet, which contains an I.D. number and phone number.

To download a registration form and for instructions on how to register, visit the website at www.suffolkpd. org and
click on “Amber/Silver Alerts.”

Regents Exam Dates: | finl &xan paes,

Middle School — June 14-19

Wednesday. June 13 Monday, June 18
8:00 a.m. — RE in Global History 8:00 a.m. — RCT in Global Studies*
& Geography 12:00 p.m. — RCT in Reading Thursday, June 21
12:00 p.m. — Physical Setting/Physics 8:00 a.m. — RCT in Writing
RCT in Science* Tuesday, June 19
8:00 a.m. — Living Environment
Thursday, June 14 12:00 p.m. — Algebra 2/Trigonometry Uniform Admission Deadlines
8:00 a.m. — RE in U.S. History RCT in U.S. History Morning Examinations — 10:00 a.m.
& Government & Government* Afternoon Examinations — 2:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. — Integrated Algebra
Wednesday, June 20 *Available in restricted form only. Each copy of a restricted
Friday, June 15 8:00 a.m. — Geometry test is numbered and sealed in its own envelope and must be
8:00 a.m. — Comprehensive English 12:00 p.m. — Physical Setting/Chemistry| eturned, whether used or unused, to the Department at the

end of the examination period.

12:00 p.m. — Physical Setting/Earth Science RCT in Mathematics*
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CPSE and CSE Grades K-5 Chairperson
Al Abbato

Al Abbato has worked as a special education resource room, life
skills, and inclusion teacher, as well as JAE Special Education
Chairperson, JAE Committee on Special Education (CSE)
Facilitator, and the K-5 Committee on Preschool Special
Education Chairperson over the past 33 years. He will retire at
the end of the 2011-2012 school year, and we asked him a few
questions about his career and future plans.

Questionsc<, Answers

Q: What is your most memorable moment to trading in my dress clothes for shorts and flip-
while teaching Rocky Point students? flops.
A: The most memorable moment took place on
November 19, 1982 in the high school library. 1 | Q: Before retiring, do you have any advice
met Joy, the love of my life and my wife of 28 for your colleagues?
years. We had registered for the same graduate A: My advice is to always put the children first and
course being given at the library, and we were not to let the other “stuff” get in the way.
“conveniently” seated opposite each other. The Climates may change, but never forget that you
rest is history! can make a difference in the lives of your
students. I will miss my colleagues terribly. They
Q: What have your students learned from have been like a family to me, and | hope that |
you that you did not explicitly teach? have touched just half of the lives that have so
A: 1 hope that the children I taught were instilled deeply touched mine.

with high self-esteem, learned that everyone
should be treated equally, and learned that hard BoOARD OF EDUCATION
work pays off. . . .
Michael Nofi, President

: What are your plans after retirement? Diane Burke, Vice President

. I still plan to continue teaching part-time at
Stony Brook University, as | have been doing
since 2004. I will spend more time with my wife,
who also will be retiring, my children Adam and
Arielle, and my two dogs. Even though we travel
often, | plan to take advantage of good off-peak SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

deals and travel even more. | am looking forward
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John Lessler, Trustee
Kathleen Heggers, Trustee
Scott Reh, Trustee

Dr. Michael F. Ring




