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CORESSWC’s programs success rests on the unconditional, dedicated, sustained sacrifice made by its
members. We are a strong TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More). A special thank you, new
members and legacy members who contributed their time and funding our Fundraisers. We strive to
deliver a 6 Sigma strategic National Program.

I encourage every parent reading this message to enroll at least 1 child into our program. For the first
time, we are accepting students into 2024 program. Limited seats, apply as soon as possible. FREE for
your student to LEARN and EARN. For additional information 973-370-3440 or email
correspondence@coresswc.org

Namaste (e.g., I bow to the God in You / The spirit within me salutes the spirit within you). Embrace a
purpose driven journey of mindfulness, acceptance, recognition, forgiveness and above all faithfulness.
BE MINDFUL OF OUR SELF CARE RESPONSIBILITY: SUSTAINING A HEALTHEIR JOURNEY
AND INSPIRING OTHERS TO DO THE SAME, OUR NEW NORM

“Service to Others is our Key Contribution and rent for the space we occupy here
on earth”, coined from Shirley Chisholm and Muhammad Ali. We can do this
effectively when we recognize and step into our “Life Purpose” with Passion. The
women servicing are deliberate.

P R E S I D E N T ' S  R E F L E C T I O NP R E S I D E N T ' S  R E F L E C T I O N

Sister in Cohort 
 MARITZA BROWN

Our gift this year is the ability to honor key education leaders in our pilot
County of Essex. These 3 honorees Dr. Fitzhugh, Principal Castillo and Mr.
Devone continue to demonstrate their dedication, resilience,
thoughtfulness, reliability, responsibility, accountability to ensure the
ongoing success of our Financial Literacy program.



D e n i s e  C a m p b e l l  s t a r t e d  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o u r n e y  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  A & R  d e p a r t m e n t

o f  A t l a n t i c  R e c o r d s  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  h e r  B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s  i n  M u s i c  T e c h n o l o g y  a t

N Y U .  S h e  b e g a n  h e r  i n s u r a n c e  c a r e e r  w i t h i n  A I G ’ s  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  d e p a r t m e n t  a s  a n

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t .  S h e  w o u l d  m o v e  u p  t h e  r a n k s  w i t h i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t

u n t i l  m o v i n g  t o  t h e  m a r k e t  f a c i n g  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i r m ,  e n d i n g  h e r  t i m e  a t  A I G  a s  a

C l i e n t  D i r e c t o r  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  t o  j o i n  M a r s h  a s  a  C l i e n t  E x e c u t i v e  i n  l a t e  2 0 2 0 .

​

A t  A I G ,  D e n i s e  w a s  v e r y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  B l a c k  P r o f e s s i o n a l s  E m p l o y e e  R e s o u r c e

G r o u p ,  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a d i n g  t h e  N Y  c h a p t e r  f o r  t w o  a w a r d  w i n n i n g  y e a r s ,  w h e r e

t h e y  w e r e  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  B u s i n e s s  I n t e g r a t i o n .  S h e  s e r v e d  a s  a

B u s i n e s s  A d v i s o r  t o  t h e  E R G  u n t i l  h e r  d e p a r t u r e  i n  2 0 2 0 .  T o d a y  s h e  s i t s  o n  t h e

l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  M a r s h  A f r i c a n  H e r i t a g e  C o l l e a g u e  R e s o u r c e  G r o u p  N Y  C h a p t e r .

I n  2 0 1 8 ,  D e n i s e  j o i n e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  t h e  W a t e r  S t r e e t  C l u b ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n

f o c u s e d  o n  d i v e r s i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  S i n c e  2 0 2 0 ,  D e n i s e  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  t h e

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  I n s u r a n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  N e w  Y o r k  T r i -

S t a t e  C h a p t e r .  I n  2 0 2 1 ,  s h e  j o i n e d  t h e  I n s u r a n c e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N e w  Y o r k  B o a r d ,

a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 1 3 .  S h e ’ s  b e e n  a c k n o w l e d g e d  b y  I n s u r a n c e  B u s i n e s s

A m e r i c a  ( I B A )  i n  t h e i r  L e a d i n g  t h e  C h a n g e  ( 2 0 2 0 )  a n d  H o t  L i s t  ( 2 0 2 0  a n d  2 0 2 3 )

p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  h a s  h a d  p r o f i l e s  d o n e  o n  h e r  b y  A d v i s e n  ( 2 0 2 0 )  a n d  R i s k  &

I n s u r a n c e  ( 2 0 2 2 ) .  I n  2 0 2 2  s h e  w a s  C h a i r  o f  I B A ’ s  W o m e n  i n  I n s u r a n c e  N e w  Y o r k

C o n f e r e n c e .  
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M A S T E R  O F  C E R E M O N Y  -M A S T E R  O F  C E R E M O N Y  -   
D E N I S E  C A M P B E L LD E N I S E  C A M P B E L L



Currently, Alycia serves as Emerging Technology Counsel at Verizon, where she provides strategic legal
guidance on artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, data privacy, and telecommunications advancements.
She collaborates with senior leaders to navigate complex regulatory landscapes, mitigate legal risks,
and drive responsible technology deployment. In addition to her legal work, she leads Verizon's Global
Volunteerism and Pro Bono Program, reinforcing her commitment to corporate social responsibility
and access to justice.

A lifelong learner, Alycia's academic achievements include an Associate in Arts (A.A.) from Westchester
Community College, a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) with Honors from New York University, a Juris Doctor
(J.D.) from Fordham University School of Law, a Master of Laws (LL.M.) with Distinction from
Georgetown University Law Center, and a Master of Business Administration (MBA), cum laude, from
Strayer University.

Beyond her legal and corporate leadership, Alycia is deeply committed to service. She is an active
member of Street Law, Inc.'s Leadership Circle, Family Legal Care Lawyers Council, and Prevent Child
Abuse–NJ's Board of Directors, where she serves as Chair of the Board Development Committee.
Recognized for her significant contributions to the legal profession, her dedication to pro bono
advocacy, her commitment to corporate social responsibility, and her remarkable success in
overcoming a tumultuous beginning, Alycia has received numerous awards and accolades. She is a
sought-after speaker and thought leader, frequently invited to share insights at industry conferences,
academic institutions, and professional forums.

K E Y  N O T E  S P E A K E R  -K E Y  N O T E  S P E A K E R  -   
A L Y C I A  G U I C H A R DA L Y C I A  G U I C H A R D

Alycia Michelle Guichard is an award-winning attorney, dedicated
pro bono advocate, and soon-to-be author. Her legal career began
at the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit as a
Summer Intern for then-Judge Sonia Sotomayor, now a United
States Supreme Court Justice. Alycia's passion for legal excellence
led her to serve as a Graduate Clinical Teaching Fellow and
Adjunct Professor at Georgetown University Law Center, where
she mentored future attorneys. She has held leadership roles with
the New Jersey State Bar Association and Rutgers University
School of Law–Newark. As an Assistant Deputy Public Defender
Law Guardian in New Jersey, she fiercely advocated for
underserved children and families. Additionally, she has worked
as a consultant with Street Law, Inc., facilitating pro bono
initiatives for Merck executives to leverage their expertise in
support of vulnerable communities.

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S E R V I C ET H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S E R V I C E



SIDE DISH

APPETIZERS

Trinidad Stew Chicken (Dr. Lucille Farrel Scott)
Italian Lasagna (Kimberly Murph)

Haitian Diri Ak Pwa Kole (Viergina Dudley)
Irish Beef Stew (Keziah Zarinah Muhammad)

Jabari R. Allen

Anna Miranda

Peruvian Chicken  (Natina Berry)
Garlic Parm Chicken (Michelle Spence) 

Caribbean Salad - Shrimp Topper 
(Karry Mootoosammy)

Southern Collard greens and Cabbage (Sheree Jones)

BEVERAGES
International Fruity Surprise  (Sandra Bembry)

Filipino Melon Juice (Tiye Khalfani)
American Peach Cobbler Drink (Felicia Thomas)

International Health Tea (Keesha Chavis)

MAIN COURSE

Moroccan Quinoa (Edie Behr)
West African Jollof Rice (Betty Parrish-Mensah)

Southern Potato Salad (Linda Sylvester )
Ghanian Chicken Salad (Brenda Sopchak)

DESSERT
Southern American Banana Pudding Cake

 (Sharonda Allen)
Jammin' Jamaican Bread Pudding with Rum Sauce

 (Holly Bryant)
Sweet Potato Cake (Kimberly Taliaferro)

Latin American Flan (Dawn Matos)

2 0 2 5  J U D G E S  &  C O M P E T I T O R ' S  M E N U2 0 2 5  J U D G E S  &  C O M P E T I T O R ' S  M E N U   

Valerie Pierce is a dedicated advocate for financial literacy
and community engagement, having played an integral role
in the development of the FDA Financial Literacy Program.
As one of the first parents to enroll her child in the program,
Valerie's commitment to empowering families with
knowledge & tools to manage their finances is unwavering.
Her passion led to her participation in the program’s growth,
where she not only served as a competitor in WWRKitch
Program funding event —but also worked  to raise
awareness and support for CORESSWC’s Fin. Lit. Program.

Papillon 25 in South Orange, NJ owned and
operated by Yanick Ranieri for over 20 years.
Before that, she owned Yanick Gourney
Catering and Cafe. She has a passion for
healthy and great food, fusion of American,
Southern and French Caribbean cusine.

SCAN TO VOTE
( GUESTS )

Valerie Pierce 

JUDGES

Joshua Martin 

Itamar has more than 30 years of experience in software
engineering as a developer, tester, architect & manager. He
is passionate about optimizing product delivery methods by
reducing feedback times. Currently with Thought Works as
a technical program manager, he works with a wide range
of companies to tackle complex software problems.

When at his computer, Itamar experiments in the kitchen,
and enjoys cooking for friends and family, believing that
sharing food brings people closer. He also enjoys washing
the dishes after the meals.

Anna Miranda is an **Electrical Engineer** and a **Global
Solutions Architect** for the largest Data Center provider.
She is a proud **mother** and **wife** with a deep passion
for cooking and community service. Anna Miranda leads
the **Loaves and Fishes Ministry**, serves on her church's
**Parish Pastoral Board** and **Finance Committee**, and
is a founding member of the **Circle of Rainbow Sisters
Seeking Spiritual and Wellness Connection (CORESSWC)**.
Her life is guided by faith, service, and the joy of sharing her
talents with others.

JJoshua Martin, 32, is a proud West Orange High School
Mountaineer graduate with a strong background in the
hospitality industry. He spent over nine years at Denovo
Montclair, where he served as a manager and key team
member. He later became a partner at 86 & Vine Cocktail
Parlor in Norwood, New Jersey, further honing his
expertise in the bar and restaurant scene. Now, as the
owner of Crave & Co. in Livingston, New Jersey, Joshua
continues to bring his passion for exceptional dining and
hospitality to the forefront.
 

Itamar Hassin 



 

Maria Vega
School Counselor

Orange, NJ 

I  w a s  b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  i n  E l  C a l l a o ,  P e r ú .  U p o n  a r r i v i n g  i n  1 9 8 5 ,  I  l i v e d  i n
O r a n g e ,  N J ,  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  t h e n  m o v e d  t o  W e s t  O r a n g e  i n  1 9 9 1 .  I  h a v e
b e e n  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  W e s t  O r a n g e  e v e r  s i n c e .   I  c o m e  f r o m  a  l o w - i n c o m e
f a m i l y  o f  s i x  s i b l i n g s .  M y  p a r e n t s  w o r k e d  v e r y  h a r d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e i r
f a m i l y .  T h e y  i n s t i l l e d  i n  u s  t h a t  “ E d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  k e y  t o  s u c c e s s . ”

S i n c e  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  t i r e l e s s l y  a t  t w o  j o b s .  I
d e c i d e d  t o  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  l i f e ,  s o  I  q u i t  o n e  o f  m y  j o b s  a n d  b e g a n  t o  l o o k
f o r  f r e e  E S L  c l a s s e s  t o  l e a r n  E n g l i s h .  T h e n ,  i n  1 9 8 9 ,  I  s t a r t e d  t a k i n g
c o u r s e s  a t  M o n t c l a i r  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1 9 9 6 ,  I  o b t a i n e d  m y  B A
i n  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  I t  w a s  a  f a n t a s t i c  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  i n  m y  l i f e .  S t a r t i n g
f r o m  p o i n t  z e r o  a n d  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  g e t  a  d e g r e e  w a s  n o t  e a s y .  I t  w a s  a
c h a l l e n g i n g  t i m e  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  t o  w o r k ,  t a k e  c a r e  o f  m y  f a m i l y ,  a n d
a t t e n d  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  B u t  I  p e r s e v e r e d ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  a  t e s t a m e n t
t o  t h e  r e s i l i e n c e  w e  a l l  h a v e  w i t h i n  u s .

I n  2 0 0 0 ,  I  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  S p a n i s h  t e a c h e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  O r a n g e  S c h o o l
D i s t r i c t ,  w h e r e  I  w a s  h i r e d  a s  a  p e r m a n e n t  s u b s t i t u t e .  A f t e r  s i x  m o n t h s  o f
r i g o r o u s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  c o m p l e t e  m y  e n d o r s e m e n t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  I  w a s
h i r e d  a s  a  S p a n i s h  t e a c h e r  a t  O r a n g e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  I  h a v e  d e d i c a t e d  2 4
y e a r s  o f  m y  l i f e  t o  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  M y  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m y  s t u d e n t s ,  m y
p e r s i s t e n c e ,  a n d  m y  p a s s i o n  f o r  t e a c h i n g  a n d  a d v o c a c y  h a v e  b e e n
u n w a v e r i n g .  I  a m  d e d i c a t e d  t o  d o i n g  m o r e  w i t h  m y  l i f e  a n d  m y  f a m i l y ,
i n c l u d i n g  s e r v i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s .
M y  l o v e  a n d  p a s s i o n  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  l e d  m e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t o
o b t a i n  a  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  I  a l s o  s t u d i e d  a b r o a d  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S a l a m a n c a ,  w h e r e  I  r e c e i v e d  m y  M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  t h e
L a n g u a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  L a n g u a g e .  I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a n
I n t e r p r e t e r  a n d  T r a n s l a t o r  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  S p a n i s h  f r o m  M o n t c l a i r  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y .
A s  a  p a r e n t ,  e d u c a t o r ,  a n d  c o u n s e l o r ,  I  w i l l  a l w a y s  a d v o c a t e  f o r  o u r
c h i l d r e n .



Xavier Fitzgerald 
Principal,  Liberty Middle School

West Orange, NJ 

M r .  X a v i e r  M .  F i t z g e r a l d  i s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  k n o w n  f o r
h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a c a d e m i c  e x c e l l e n c e  a n d  c r e a t i n g  a  n u r t u r i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l
e n v i r o n m e n t .  W i t h  o v e r  3 0  y e a r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  M r .  F i t z g e r a l d  h a s  h e l d  m u l t i p l e
l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  a c r o s s  r e s p e c t e d  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .

G r o w i n g  u p  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t s  o f  P a t e r s o n ,  N J ,  h e  l e a r n e d  e a r l y  o n
t h a t  f a i l u r e  w a s  n o t  a n  o p t i o n .  H e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  P a s s a i c  C o u n t y  T e c h n i c a l
I n s t i t u t e  i n  W a y n e ,  N J ,  a n d  e a r n e d  a  b a s k e t b a l l  a n d  t r a c k  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  B a r b e r -
S c o t i a  C o l l e g e  i n  C o n c o r d ,  N C ,  a n  H B C U ,  w h e r e  h e  o b t a i n e d  a  B . S .  i n  E l e m e n t a r y
E d u c a t i o n ,  g r a d u a t i n g  M a g n a  C u m  L a u d e .  H i s  a c a d e m i c  c r e d e n t i a l s  a l s o  i n c l u d e
a n  M . A .  i n  U r b a n  E d u c a t i o n  f r o m  N e w  J e r s e y  C i t y  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  h e  i s  c u r r e n t l y
p u r s u i n g  a n  E d . D .  i n  E d u c a t i o n a l  L e a d e r s h i p  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S a i n t  E l i z a b e t h ,
M o r r i s t o w n ,  N J ,  w i t h  a n  e x p e c t e d  d i s s e r t a t i o n  c o m p l e t i o n  d a t e  i n  2 0 2 6 .

S i n c e  2 0 2 2 ,  M r .  F i t z g e r a l d  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  o f  L i b e r t y  M i d d l e  S c h o o l
i n  W e s t  O r a n g e ,  N J ,  w h e r e  h e  o v e r s e e s  5 5 0  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a  f a c u l t y  o f  8 5 .  H i s
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  e n c o m p a s s  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  t a s k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t a f f  r e c r u i t m e n t ,
p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e v a l u a t i o n ,  f i s c a l  m a n a g e m e n t ,  s t u d e n t  d i s c i p l i n e ,
a n d  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l - w i d e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a i m e d  a t  f o s t e r i n g  a  s a f e ,
r e s p e c t f u l ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l l y  r e s p o n s i v e  l e a r n i n g  a t m o s p h e r e .  

P r i o r  t o  h i s  c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n ,  h e  w a s  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  a t  T h o m a s  A .  E d i s o n  M i d d l e
S c h o o l  i n  W e s t  O r a n g e ,  N J ,  f o r  1 7  y e a r s ,  w h e r e  h e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t e d
s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e s .  H i s
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  s e r v i n g  a s  A s s i s t a n t  P r i n c i p a l  a t  G r a c e
W i l d a y  J u n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  R o s e l l e ,  N J .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  M r .  F i t z g e r a l d  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e l y
i n v o l v e d  i n  c o a c h i n g  b a s k e t b a l l ,  t r a c k  a n d  f i e l d ,  a n d  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  a t  v a r i o u s
h i g h  s c h o o l s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  N e w  J e r s e y .  H e  i s  m a r r i e d  t o
K r i s t e n  G o g e r t y - F i t z g e r a l d  a n d  i s  a  f a t h e r  t o  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n :  B r i a n a ,
K a r i n g t o n ,  a n d  X a v i e r  R o b e r t  F i t z g e r a l d .  A s  a  m e m b e r  o f  A l p h a  P h i  A l p h a
F r a t e r n i t y ,  I n c . ,  M r .  F i t z g e r a l d  d e d i c a t e s  h i m s e l f  t o  m e n t o r i n g  y o u n g  m e n .  I n
h i s  s p a r e  t i m e ,  h e  e n j o y s  g o l f i n g  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t
p r o m o t e  h o l i s t i c  w e l l - b e i n g .  M r .  F i t z g e r a l d ’ s  u n w a v e r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
e d u c a t i o n  h a s  p o s i t i v e l y  i m p a c t e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  o v e r  h i s  t h r e e
d e c a d e s  i n  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  c o a c h i n g  r o l e s .



Mark A. Robertson
S i n c e  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 0 ,  M a r k  A .  R o b e r t s o n  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  S c h o o l -
B a s e d  C a r e e r  C o u n s e l o r ,  a n d  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  S t u d e n t  O u t r e a c h  a n d
C a r e e r  D e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  F a i r l e i g h  D i c k i n s o n  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  ( F D U )  G i l d a r t
H a a s e  S c h o o l  o f  C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e s  &  E n g i n e e r i n g  ( G H S C S E ) .  M r .
R o b e r t s o n  l e a d s  e f f o r t s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  i n t e r n s h i p s  a n d  e m p l o y e r
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  P a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  F D U ’ s  C a r e e r  C e n t e r ,  a n d  p r o v i d e s
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  c a r e e r  c o a c h i n g  a n d
t r a i n i n g  w o r k s h o p s .  H e  s e r v e s  a s  L i a i s o n  t o  F D U ’ s  8  e n g i n e e r i n g
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a m p u s  c h a p t e r s ,  a n d  a s  A d v i s o r  t o  t h e :
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  C o m p u t i n g  M a c h i n e r y ,  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  C i v i l
E n g i n e e r s  a n d  N a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  o f  B l a c k  E n g i n e e r s .

M r .  R o b e r s t o n ’ s  s t u d e n t  r e c r u i t m e n t  r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  h i g h e s t  f o r  F D U ’ s  M e t r o  c a m p u s
s i n c e  2 0 2 0 ,  a n d  t o p p e d  c o m b i n e d  r e c r u i t m e n t  f o r  F D U ’ s  c o m b i n e d  N J  C a m p u s e s ,  i n  2 0 2 1 .  M r .
R o b e r t s o n  m a n a g e s  f o u r  P r e c o l l e g e  S T E M  E n r i c h m e n t  O u t r e a c h  P r o g r a m s ,  S a t u r d a y
a c a d e m i e s ,  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  m i d d l e  s c h o o l .  D e s p i t e  C o v i d  i n  2 0 2 0 ,  h e  i n j e c t e d  i n n o v a t i o n
i n t o  t h e  S T E M  p r o g r a m s ,  l a u n c h i n g  r o b o t i c s  f o r  3  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  P y t h o n  c o d i n g  f o r  o n e .  B y
s h i p p i n g  a n d  d e l i v e r i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  r o b o t i c s  k i t s  t o  5 ,  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  p a r t n e r s ,
f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  s t u d e n t s ,  h e  l e d  e f f o r t s  t h a t  c r e a t e d  t h e  o n l y  p r e c o l l e g i a t e  S T E M
e n r i c h m e n t  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e a k  o f  t h e  C o v i d  P a n d e m i c ,  w i t h  v i r t u a l
i n s t r u c t i o n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  h a n d s - o n ,  i n  h o m e ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  r o b o t i c s  k i t s  f o r  k i d s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i n  2 0 2 0 ,  h e  l a u n c h e d  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  P i c a t i n n y  A r s e n a l ’ s  f u n d i n g ,  c r e a t i n g
t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  P y t h o n  S c h o l a r s  P r o g r a m ,  w h e r e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  e a r n  3  c o l l e g e
c r e d i t s ,  t a k i n g  C o m p u t e r  P r o g r a m m i n g - I ,  l e a r n i n g  P y t h o n  p r o g r a m m i n g .  A s  a  m e m b e r  o f
F D U ’ s  C y b e r s e c u r i t y  G r a n t  T e a m ,  M r .  R o b e r t s o n  h e l p e d  d e v e l o p e d  F D U ’ s  f i r s t  C y b e r
S y m p o s i u m  i n  7  y e a r s ,  a n d  c r e a t e d  F D U ’ s  o n l y  N S A ’ s  R I N G  C y b e r s e c u r i t y  H i g h  S c h o o l
C u r r i c u l u m  T r a i n i n g  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  H e  s e r v e s  o n  C o m p u t e r
S c i e n c e ,  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  a n d  C T E  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l s  f o r  s e v e r a l  h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n c l u d i n g :  P a s s a i c
C o u n t y  T e c h n i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  T e c h n o l o g y  H i g h  -  N e w a r k ,  L o d i ,  B a r r i n g e r ,  a n d  M a l c o l m  X
S h a b a z z  H i g h .  M e m b e r s h i p s  a n d  a f f i l i a t i o n s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  N J  C S T A ,  N J  N A C E ,  M C A A
( M e c h a n i c a l  C o n t r a c t o r s ) ,  a n d  I E E E  ( E l e c t r i c a l  E n g i n e e r s ) .

W e s t  O r a n g e  C o m m u n i t y  &  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t m e n t :  W i t h  t h e i r  s o n ,  J a r e d ,  M r .  R o b e r t s o n
a n d  h i s  w i f e  D o n n a  J a c k s o n  R o b e r t s o n  m o v e d  t o  W e s t  O r a n g e  i n  2 0 0 5 ,  a n d  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r ,
J o e l l e  w a s  b o r n  i n  2 0 0 6 .  J a r e d  a n d  J o e l l e  g r e w  u p  i n  W e s t  O r a n g e  S c h o o l s ,  a n d  w e r e  a c t i v e
i n  s c h o o l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  M r .  R o b e r t s o n  h a s  b e e n  a n  a w a r d  w i n n i n g  P a c k  1 0
( n o w  1 1 0 )  C u b  S c o u t  l e a d e r  a n d  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  T r o o p  2  C o m m i t t e e ,  D i s t r i c t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  f o r  t h e  N o r t h e n  N J  B S A .  W i t h  t h e  M o u n t a i n  T o p  L e a g u e ,  M r .  R o b e r t s o n
c o a c h e d  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  b a s k e t b a l l  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  a  B a s k e t b a l l
T r u s t e e .  A l w a y s  a c t i v e  i n  P T A s ,  i n  2 0 1 2 - 2 0 1 3 ,  M r .  R o b e r t s o n  l a u n c h e d  a  “ P a r e n t s  C o a l i t i o n , ”
w i t h  h u n d r e d s  o f  p a r e n t s  a t  E d i s o n  M i d d l e  s c h o o l  ( E M S ) l ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  B O E ,  s e c u r e d :  c h a n g e s  i n  W O  D i s t r i c t  M a t h  m a n a g e m e n t ;  i m p r o v e m e n t s
i n  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  A r t s  c u r r i c u l a ;  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t  p r e p  f o r  a l l
s t u d e n t s ;  a n d  p r o p o s e d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o d i n g  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  c u r r i c u l a .  T h e  c h a n g e s
h e l p e d  E M S  i m p r o v e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t  s c o r e s  i n  2 0 1 4 ,  a n d  s p a r k e d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o d i n g  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  c u r r i c u l a  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .  M r .  R o b e r t s o n  w a s  d r a f t e d
t o  r u n  f o r  t h e  W e s t  O r a n g e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  w h e r e  h i s  a d v o c a c y  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  f r o m
2 0 1 4  t h r o u g h  2 0 1 9 ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  n u m e r o u s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e
i n c l u d i n g :  L a u n c h  o f  t h e  S A T  P r e p  2 - s e m e s t e r  c o u r s e ;  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e
( s u m m e r  s c h o o l ) ;  e x p a n s i o n  o f  g r a d e s  6  t o  1 2  H o n o r s  p r o g r a m s ;  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  r e a d i n g
l i s t s ;  i n c r e a s e d  r i g o r  i n  m a t h ,  s c i e n c e  a n d  E L A ;  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  S p e c i a l
E d u c a t i o n ;  a d d i t i o n  o f  B o y s / G i r l s  F e n c i n g  t o  a t h l e t i c s ;  d i v e r s i t y  r e c r u i t m e n t  e f f o r t s ;  a n d
m o r e .  O n  t h e  W O B O E ,  M r .  R o b e r t s o n  A d v o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  P a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h
C O R R E S S W C ’ s  F i n a n c i a l  L i t e r a c y  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  W O P S .



K a r e n  J e f f r i e s - W e l l s  i s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  s o f t w a r e  e n g i n e e r  b a s e d

i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  O r a n g e ,  N J .  w i t h  a  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  f i n a n c e

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s ,  h e a l t h  c a r e  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  t e c h n o l o g i e s .

S h e  i s  a l s o  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  m e n t o r i n g ,

v o l u n t e e r i n g ,  a n d  o r g a n i z i n g  h i s t o r y  e v e n t s .  

B e y o n d  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s ,  K a r e n  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  f o s t e r i n g  a  m o r e

i n c l u s i v e  a n d  d i v e r s e  t e c h  c o m m u n i t y .  S h e  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e s

i n  c o m m u n i t y  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  m e n t o r i n g  a s p i r i n g  e n g i n e e r s ,

v o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  c o d i n g  b o o t c a m p s ,  o r g a n i z i n g  w o r k s h o p s  f o r

u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  g r o u p s  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  s u c c e e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .

S h e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o

p u r s u e  t h e i r  p a s s i o n  f o r  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d  s h e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o

m a k i n g  t h a t  a  r e a l i t y .

 

Karen Wells
Community Activist

Orange, NJ 
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M a r i a  B e h u n eM a r i a  B e h u n e Maria Rosario BehunMaria Rosario Behun
Community Manager, Community & BusinessCommunity Manager, Community & Business
DevelopmentDevelopment
ChaseChase

Maria Rosario Behun is a Bilingual Community Manager in Dover, NJ for Community & Business Development. She is a localMaria Rosario Behun is a Bilingual Community Manager in Dover, NJ for Community & Business Development. She is a local
ambassador for Chase whose job is to build and nurture relationships with key community leaders, nonprofit partners, and smallambassador for Chase whose job is to build and nurture relationships with key community leaders, nonprofit partners, and small
businesses at the neighborhood level. Maria hosts financial health workshops, facilitates non-profit partnerships, serves in communitybusinesses at the neighborhood level. Maria hosts financial health workshops, facilitates non-profit partnerships, serves in community
volunteerism, and offers community programming. She is helping to advance racialvolunteerism, and offers community programming. She is helping to advance racial
equity by supporting Black and Latinx communities with tools and resources to help them improve their financial wellbeing.equity by supporting Black and Latinx communities with tools and resources to help them improve their financial wellbeing.  
With over 13 years of experience in the financial services industry, prior to that 13 years in the Business ManagementWith over 13 years of experience in the financial services industry, prior to that 13 years in the Business Management
industry. She holds a Bachelor's degree in Business Administration Management, from Berkeley College with honors inindustry. She holds a Bachelor's degree in Business Administration Management, from Berkeley College with honors in
Magma Cum Laude and Alpha Delta Sigma, while recently recognized as the Alumni of the Year in 2023. Maria hasMagma Cum Laude and Alpha Delta Sigma, while recently recognized as the Alumni of the Year in 2023. Maria has
held a number of positions including VP, Treasury Management Officer, Co-Founder & Board Vice Co-Chair ofheld a number of positions including VP, Treasury Management Officer, Co-Founder & Board Vice Co-Chair of
HOLA, overseeing the Community Service Chapter in the regions of NY/NJ of HOLA, as well as an Ambassador of theHOLA, overseeing the Community Service Chapter in the regions of NY/NJ of HOLA, as well as an Ambassador of the
Women in Business Program (NJ). Prior to this role, Maria served as an AVP, Corporate and Government Sales OfficerWomen in Business Program (NJ). Prior to this role, Maria served as an AVP, Corporate and Government Sales Officer
and an AVP, Operations Liaison at Valley Bank. She is currently an Advisory Board Member of the County College ofand an AVP, Operations Liaison at Valley Bank. She is currently an Advisory Board Member of the County College of
Morris EOF's program, Corporate Board Director at Morris County Hispanic-American Chamber of Commerce and aMorris EOF's program, Corporate Board Director at Morris County Hispanic-American Chamber of Commerce and a
Community Relations Director at the Latino Chamber of Commerce, while active at JP Morgan's very own BusinessCommunity Relations Director at the Latino Chamber of Commerce, while active at JP Morgan's very own Business
Resource Centers Adelante and Women on the Move. Lastly, Maria also serves on the Puerto Rican Association ofResource Centers Adelante and Women on the Move. Lastly, Maria also serves on the Puerto Rican Association of
Human Development Fundraiser Committee and The Housing Partnership's Gala committee. Maria enjoys spendingHuman Development Fundraiser Committee and The Housing Partnership's Gala committee. Maria enjoys spending
time with family, cooking, Coaching the Butler Bloomingdaletime with family, cooking, Coaching the Butler Bloomingdale
Youth Club Cheerleaders, volunteering & Photography.Youth Club Cheerleaders, volunteering & Photography.

O m a r i  F r a z i e rO m a r i  F r a z i e r   
Omari S. FrazierOmari S. Frazier
VP - Community ManagerVP - Community Manager
Community & Business DevelopmentCommunity & Business Development
ChaseChase

Omari S. Frazier is a Community Manager in Paterson, NJ for Community & BusinessOmari S. Frazier is a Community Manager in Paterson, NJ for Community & Business
Development. He is a local ambassador for Chase whose job is to build and nurture relationshipsDevelopment. He is a local ambassador for Chase whose job is to build and nurture relationships
with key community leaders, nonprofit partners and small businesses at the neighborhood level.with key community leaders, nonprofit partners and small businesses at the neighborhood level.
Omari hosts financial health workshops, facilitates non-profit partnerships and offers communityOmari hosts financial health workshops, facilitates non-profit partnerships and offers community
programming. He is helping to advance racial equity by supporting Black and Latinx communitiesprogramming. He is helping to advance racial equity by supporting Black and Latinx communities
with tools and resources to help them improve their financial wellbeing.with tools and resources to help them improve their financial wellbeing.

With over 23 years of experience in the financial services industry, Omari has held a number ofWith over 23 years of experience in the financial services industry, Omari has held a number of
positions including Financial Specialist, Branch Manager and District Manager roles. Prior to thispositions including Financial Specialist, Branch Manager and District Manager roles. Prior to this
role, He is currently a member of the Black Organization for Leadership Development and serves onrole, He is currently a member of the Black Organization for Leadership Development and serves on
the board of the St. Benedict’s Alumni Association.the board of the St. Benedict’s Alumni Association.

Omari currently lives in Maplewood, NJ and spends his free time engaging in physical fitness andOmari currently lives in Maplewood, NJ and spends his free time engaging in physical fitness and
with his family.with his family.

Eldridge T. Hawkins, II, J.D., MBAEldridge T. Hawkins, II, J.D., MBA
Corporate Vice President, Advanced Planning ConsultantCorporate Vice President, Advanced Planning Consultant

Eldridge Hawkins, II is a Corporate Vice President and Advanced Eldridge Hawkins, II is a Corporate Vice President and Advanced Planning Consultant with NewPlanning Consultant with New
York Life Insurance Company, supporting agents working in the Northeastern Zone.York Life Insurance Company, supporting agents working in the Northeastern Zone.

Eldridge came to New York Life with extensive experience in the financial industry. This includesEldridge came to New York Life with extensive experience in the financial industry. This includes
advanced estate planning, retirement, employee benefits, and business planning. His experienceadvanced estate planning, retirement, employee benefits, and business planning. His experience
enables him to excel at communicating sophisticated advanced planning concepts and strategiesenables him to excel at communicating sophisticated advanced planning concepts and strategies
to agents, their high-net-worth clientele, and clients’ third-party professional advisors in order toto agents, their high-net-worth clientele, and clients’ third-party professional advisors in order to
provide clarity and facilitate suggesting planning techniques to preserve wealth, protect assets andprovide clarity and facilitate suggesting planning techniques to preserve wealth, protect assets and
income, prepare for retirement, and focus on portfolios promoting growth, profit, andincome, prepare for retirement, and focus on portfolios promoting growth, profit, and
preservation of wealth.preservation of wealth.

Eldridge obtained his J.D. from Mitchell Hamline School of Law in St. Paul, MN. He receivedEldridge obtained his J.D. from Mitchell Hamline School of Law in St. Paul, MN. He received
his MBA in Business Management at Seton Hall University in South Orange, NJ and his B.S. inhis MBA in Business Management at Seton Hall University in South Orange, NJ and his B.S. in
Business Administration from Rider University in Lawrenceville, NJ.Business Administration from Rider University in Lawrenceville, NJ.  

Eldridge also holds Series 7Eldridge also holds Series 7
and 66 FINRA registrations.and 66 FINRA registrations.

E l d r i g e  H a w k i n sE l d r i g e  H a w k i n s
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A y o  S a n d e r s o n  W i l s o nA y o  S a n d e r s o n  W i l s o n
Ayo Sanderson WilsonAyo Sanderson Wilson
President & CEOPresident & CEO
Empower The Village, Inc.Empower The Village, Inc.

Ayo Sanderson Wilson is an experienced, results-oriented strategist, business executive, attorney, community organizerAyo Sanderson Wilson is an experienced, results-oriented strategist, business executive, attorney, community organizer
and leader committed to accelerating the development and execution of innovative and impactful solutions that addressand leader committed to accelerating the development and execution of innovative and impactful solutions that address
complex social, racial, and economic justice issues.complex social, racial, and economic justice issues.

Ayo is the Founder, President and CEO of Empower The Village, Inc., a data-driven 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizationAyo is the Founder, President and CEO of Empower The Village, Inc., a data-driven 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
focused on restoring prosperity, peace and power to the Black community. She previously served as EVP and CEO forfocused on restoring prosperity, peace and power to the Black community. She previously served as EVP and CEO for
Cornerstone Family Programs & Morristown Neighborhood House.Cornerstone Family Programs & Morristown Neighborhood House.

Before entering the non-profit world, Ayo served as VP of the Comcast NBC Universal Foundation and Head of theBefore entering the non-profit world, Ayo served as VP of the Comcast NBC Universal Foundation and Head of the
Comcast NBCUniversal Strategic Operations & Giving department managing a ~$400M annual budget.Comcast NBCUniversal Strategic Operations & Giving department managing a ~$400M annual budget.    Before joiningBefore joining
Comcast NBCUniversal, Ayo served as an Executive Director for the US Pharma Division of Novartis PharmaceuticalsComcast NBCUniversal, Ayo served as an Executive Director for the US Pharma Division of Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Corporation, leading the Strategic Alliances & Advocacy team within the Public Affairs & Communications department.Corporation, leading the Strategic Alliances & Advocacy team within the Public Affairs & Communications department.
At Novartis, Ayo managed multi-million-dollar annual grants along with the operations budget and team of directors.At Novartis, Ayo managed multi-million-dollar annual grants along with the operations budget and team of directors.

Ayo began her professional career practicing law and serving in other corporate leadership roles for nearly 20 years atAyo began her professional career practicing law and serving in other corporate leadership roles for nearly 20 years at
several Fortune 500 companies, including Verizon, T-Mobile and BAE Systems, after working as an associate withseveral Fortune 500 companies, including Verizon, T-Mobile and BAE Systems, after working as an associate with
prominent law firms in New Jersey and New York.prominent law firms in New Jersey and New York.

In parallel with her professional career, Ayo currently serves as a Board Member for the Community Foundation of NewIn parallel with her professional career, Ayo currently serves as a Board Member for the Community Foundation of New
Jersey and is a member of the Executive Leadership Council, Better World Leadership Council, Delta Sigma ThetaJersey and is a member of the Executive Leadership Council, Better World Leadership Council, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Incorporated and the African-American Chamber of Commerce of New Jersey, and has served in leadershipSorority, Incorporated and the African-American Chamber of Commerce of New Jersey, and has served in leadership
positions within many community organizations over the past 3 decades.positions within many community organizations over the past 3 decades.

Ayo earned her JD from Columbia University, School of Law and BA from The Johns Hopkins University.Ayo earned her JD from Columbia University, School of Law and BA from The Johns Hopkins University.    She isShe is
married to Mark Wilson, resides in Morris Township, and has two adult children, Jana and Taj Wilson.married to Mark Wilson, resides in Morris Township, and has two adult children, Jana and Taj Wilson.    

D e l r o y  M o r g a nD e l r o y  M o r g a n
Delroy MorganDelroy Morgan
OwnerOwner
YogaSix SomervilleYogaSix Somerville

Delroy Morgan is a dedicated business leader, entrepreneur, and retired insurance executive withDelroy Morgan is a dedicated business leader, entrepreneur, and retired insurance executive with
over 36 years of industry experience. As the owner of YogaSix Somerville, Delroy brings his passionover 36 years of industry experience. As the owner of YogaSix Somerville, Delroy brings his passion
for wellness and community engagement to the forefront. Prior to his retirement, he served as Vicefor wellness and community engagement to the forefront. Prior to his retirement, he served as Vice
President, Strategic Operations Manager at Arch Insurance Group Inc. in Jersey City, New Jersey,President, Strategic Operations Manager at Arch Insurance Group Inc. in Jersey City, New Jersey,
where he played a key role in driving operational excellence and strategic initiatives.where he played a key role in driving operational excellence and strategic initiatives.

Delroy holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration and economics from SUNY OneontaDelroy holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration and economics from SUNY Oneonta
and an MBA from Rutgers University. A Certified Public Accountant licensed in New Jersey, heand an MBA from Rutgers University. A Certified Public Accountant licensed in New Jersey, he
also holds several prestigious professional designations, including CPCU, ARe, AIAF, and ARM.also holds several prestigious professional designations, including CPCU, ARe, AIAF, and ARM.

Committed to fostering diversity and inclusion, Delroy co-founded and chaired Arch’s BlackCommitted to fostering diversity and inclusion, Delroy co-founded and chaired Arch’s Black
Professionals and Allies Network from its inception in 2021 through 2022 and continues toProfessionals and Allies Network from its inception in 2021 through 2022 and continues to
contribute as an active member. His dedication to mentorship and education is evident in hiscontribute as an active member. His dedication to mentorship and education is evident in his
volunteer work, where he visits high schools in Essex County, NJ, to introduce students to careervolunteer work, where he visits high schools in Essex County, NJ, to introduce students to career
opportunities in the insurance industry. Additionally, he volunteers with God’s Love We Deliver, aopportunities in the insurance industry. Additionally, he volunteers with God’s Love We Deliver, a
New York City-based nonprofit that provides nutritious meals to individuals with serious illnesses.New York City-based nonprofit that provides nutritious meals to individuals with serious illnesses.

Delroy is a board member of All Stars Project, Inc. Newark, an organization focused on youthDelroy is a board member of All Stars Project, Inc. Newark, an organization focused on youth
development, and he is the past President of the Essex County Pan Hellenic Council.development, and he is the past President of the Essex County Pan Hellenic Council.

Beyond his professional and philanthropic endeavors, Delroy is a devoted father of three daughtersBeyond his professional and philanthropic endeavors, Delroy is a devoted father of three daughters
and a proud grandfather of four. A former collegiate soccer player, he maintains an active lifestyleand a proud grandfather of four. A former collegiate soccer player, he maintains an active lifestyle
through tennis, hiking, cycling, snowboarding, and traveling. He is also an avid reader and athrough tennis, hiking, cycling, snowboarding, and traveling. He is also an avid reader and a    
committed member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.committed member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

Delroy’s career and personal journey reflect his unwavering dedication to leadership, service, andDelroy’s career and personal journey reflect his unwavering dedication to leadership, service, and
lifelong learning.lifelong learning.













Mayor Susan McCartney
Township of West Orange, NJ 

Congratulations 
to the 2025 Financial Literacy Advocates

Maria Vera
Xavier Fitzgerald 
Mark Robertson

Karen Wells
and all the

Women Who Rock in the Kitchen



P r o g r a m

P r e s e n t s
"Women Who Rock in the Kitchen"

S u n d a y ,  A p r i l  1 3 ,  2 0 2 5
Honoring Financial Literacy Advocates: Maria Vera, Xavier Fitzgerald,

 Mark Robertson & Karen Wells 
Recognizing Industry Experts: Maria Behun,

 Omari Frazier, Eldridge Hawkins, Ayo Sanders and Delroy Morgan

Welcome:         
Mistress  of Ceremony Denise Campbel 

     

Invocation:       
Ms. Yvonne Nambe-Roach, FRASA Chair 

Lift Every Voice and Sing & National Anthem:   Click here for lyrics 
                                                                                 Ms. Joelle Robertson                                                                                      

Mistress of Ceremony:   
 “The Importance of Financial Literacy” 

 Introduction of  WWRKitch Judges: 
Yanick Raneiri, Valerie Pierce, Itamar Hassin, Anna Miranda, Joshua Martin

Program Serenade:  Orange High School (OHS) Dance Ensemble 
    

Keynote Address:  Ms. Alycia Michelle Guichard  

Awards: 
Financial Literacy Industry Experts, Prof. Yvonne Nambe

Financial Literacy Program Advocates, Former CouncilwomanTammy Williams  

https://sos.sdes.ucf.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/62/2023/03/LiftEveryVoiceAndSing.pdf
https://sos.sdes.ucf.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/62/2023/03/LiftEveryVoiceAndSing.pdf


Support Silent Auction

***Special Funding Support Requests**** 

The Main Attraction - “Our Women Who Rock in the Kitchen”

*Let the Tasting Begin… Enjoy our Cuisine!*
Guests - cast your ‘best taste” vote for the cash prize

Support Our 
Tricky Tray, Silent

Auction & Nifty Fifty

CORE’s Message: 
Why Support CORESSWC’s Financial Literacy Program  - 

Parents Testimonials - Dr. Minerva Nelson

Wellness Program Highlights: 
Linda Sylvester

Announcements and Rewarding of WWRKitch Competition Winners

Tricky Tray – Red Tickets
 6 tickets - $5.00

 15 Tickets - $20.00

Nifty Fifty – Blue Tickets 
(50% for winner; 50% for CORE)

 3 tickets - $5.00
 15 tickets $20.00

Closing Remarks: President Maritza Brown

Upcoming Events
FDA Bowl For $$$$      ********       Game Show - TV (43", 55" 65" Raffle 



W W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R SW W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R S

W/copyn of this journal ad



W W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R SW W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R S



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N SC O N G R A T U L A T I O N S   
C O R E S S W C ’ s  F i n a n c i a l  L i t e r a c y ’ s  V i l l a g eC O R E S S W C ’ s  F i n a n c i a l  L i t e r a c y ’ s  V i l l a g e

S e r v i c i n g  o u r  S t u d e n t s !  O u r  F u t u r e !S e r v i c i n g  o u r  S t u d e n t s !  O u r  F u t u r e !

Supporting 1 of our clients, PAPILLON’S Charity

Sponsoring WWRKitch,  Betty Parrish-Mensah 



W W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R SW W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R S

C O N T I N U E D  S U C C E S S  I N  M E E T I N G

Y O U R  S T R A T E G I C  V I S I O N

1 0 0 %  T U I T I O N  F U N D I N G  F O R

N U M E R O U S  S T U D E N T S

A r l e t h a  W i l l i a m s

29% OFF ON ASAP VALUATION MODEL WITH THIS COUPON
EMAIL: MBROWN@WOPAS4U.COM
PHONE NUMBER: 973-280-4362

Villagers 
Contributing Towards  WWRKitch  Operating Expense  

Sponsoring: WWRKitch, Sharonda Allen  

CONGRATULATIONS 
CORESSWC’S 

Financial Literacy Committee, 
for delivering a much needed

service for our students

Our Future!

Sponsoring WWRKitch, Keziah Muhammad 

Dr. Lionel Anicette
Dr. Patricia Jeter

Dr. Jennifer Payne 
Connie Bentley Esq.

Sterling Berkley
Denise Hodges-Carter

Tracey Cosby Esq.
June Lawrence

We thank you for your contributions! 



W W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R SW W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R S

Sponsoring: WWRKitch  Lissette Herrera

Sponsoring: WWRKitch :  Tiye Khalfani 

CONGRATULATIONS 
CORESSWC’s 

Financial Literacy Program
Papillon’s Charity of Choice



W W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R SW W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R S

Sponsoring: WWRKitch  Lissette Herrera

For your Custom T-Shirt Call Althea

N O  m i n i m u m
S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D  ,

 P R O M O T E  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S
w i t h  y o u r

 C U S T O M  T - S H I R TSponsoring: WWRKitch  -  Tiye Khalfani 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  C O R E S S W C  f o r
p r o v i d i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a
m u c h  n e e d e d  s e r v i c e .  P i l g r i m  
i s  p r o u d  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u  w i t h  a

s p o n s o r s h i p .

“Mention FDA” 



W W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R SW W R K i t c h  S P O N S O R S

Sponsoring: 
WWRKitch  Karry Mootoosammy 

& Sheree Jones

F D A  G A M E S H O W  -  J U N E  2 0 2 5  S H O W  S P O N S O R SF D A  G A M E S H O W  -  J U N E  2 0 2 5  S H O W  S P O N S O R S

Maggie Adolphe
Asmeret Ghebremicael

Jackie Scott
Arturo Willis

Deirdra McDowell
Shirley Davis

 DINER  

410 Eagle Rock Ave.,
WEST ORANGE, N.J. 

S p o n s o r i n g :  

W W R K i t c h  D r .  L u c i l l e  S c o t t

Giordan Brown
Lola Thomas

Yanick Ranieri
Karolyn Perkoswki

Phyllip Taylor
Rose Chaney



Black Men Run North New Jersey chapter 
is a proud supporter of CORESSWC and its

phenomenal program contributing to the Financial
Literacy for our Students - Our future!

CONGRATULATIONS  FOR
MEETING PHASE 1 STRATEGIC VISION:

 DISTRICT NOMINATE FDA STUDENTS 

CONGRATULATIONS - FDA 2025 



Congratulations Circle Of Rainbow Sisters Seeking

Spiritual and Wellness Connection’s 

Financial Literacy Program for Students 1  - Collegest

Our Students! Our Future!

Much needed during this cabinet

Continue the work you are doing.

Hazel Livingston



F D A ’ S  P R O G R A M  K I C K O F F  W I T H  G A M E S H O WF D A ’ S  P R O G R A M  K I C K O F F  W I T H  G A M E S H O W   
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4

T o p  C e n t e r :  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  P r o g r a m  C h a i r  -
M a r i t z a  B r o w n
L e f t  t o  r i g h t -  F D A  S t u d e n t  N o m i n a t o r  P r i n c i p a l
X a v i e r  F i t z g e r a l d  L i b e r t y  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ,  G a m e
S h o w  J u d g e s :  J P M C h a s e  E d w a r d  U b e r i a ,  O r a n g e  N J
C o u n s e l o r  M a r i a  V e r a ,  W e s t  O r a n g e  M a y o r  S u s a n
M c C a r t n e y ,  S t u d e n t  N o m i n a t o r s  t o  F D A  P r o g r a m :
O r a n g e  N J  P r i n c i p a l  R i c h e l l e  W o o d s ,  W e s t  O r a n g e
P r i n c i p a l s :  L i o n e l  L i o n e l  H u s h  -  R o o s e v e l t  M i d d l e
S c h o o l  a n d  K i m y a  J a c k s o n ,  R e d w o o d  E l e m e n t a r y ,
R e m a i n i n g  G a m e  s h o w  J u d g e  J a c k i e  S c o t t
R e t i r e e ,  D r .  P a t r i c i a  C l a r k - J e t e r  -  D i r e c t o r
S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s ,  E s s e x  C o u n t y  S c h o o l s  o f
T e c h n o l o g y

F D A ’ S  E N D  O FF D A ’ S  E N D  O F
S E A S O NS E A S O N

G A M E S H O WG A M E S H O W

J U N E  1 4 T H  2 0 2 5J U N E  1 4 T H  2 0 2 5   

L I B E R T Y  M I D D L EL I B E R T Y  M I D D L E
S C H O O LS C H O O L

  1  K E L L Y  D R I V E ,1  K E L L Y  D R I V E ,
A U D I T O R I U MA U D I T O R I U M

1 2 N O O N  S H A R P1 2 N O O N  S H A R P

B R I N G  A  F R I E N DB R I N G  A  F R I E N D

Click to Donate $10 for a
Chance to Win a HISENSE TV:

43" , 55", and 65" !!!

You do not need to be
present to Win !!!

QR CODE FOR DONATION PER TICKET 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=NNKX4S9D9QFPY
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=NNKX4S9D9QFPY
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=NNKX4S9D9QFPY
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=NNKX4S9D9QFPY
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=NNKX4S9D9QFPY


Rashawn Green
2023 Rutgers University

B.S. Chemical Engineering
  Tech  Support

Christdia Mensah
Canva design

2025  FINANCIAL READINESS ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP AWARD (FRASA )
& 

FINANCIAL DISCIPLINE AWARDS (FDA)

DAP INTERNS

F I N A N C I A L  L I T E R A C Y  P R O G R A MF I N A N C I A L  L I T E R A C Y  P R O G R A M   

 Winners Announced  at Award Ceremony 6/24/2025 - 6:00pm  
Liberty Middle School - 1 Kelly Drive, NJ

Frankie Libutti
2025 Rutgers University

B.A Economics
Grant Writing

FRASA Amounts : 1st Pl.: $5,000; 2nd Pl.: $3,000; 3rd Pl.: $2,000; 4th Place $1,500;  5th Place:
$1,000

All Senior Runner Ups Receive Book Scholarships Of $250

Jennifer Inamagua
2027 Montclair State

BS Biology
FDA Teacher Assistant

Armani Dukes
2028 University of Maryland

B.S Mechanical Engineer
FDA Teacher Assistant

FDA Amounts varies per grade level

Alieke Parrish
2023 Howard University 

BBA Intl. Business 
FDA Teacher Assistant

Jhanae Jubilee
2026 Clemson University

BS Animal and Veterinary Science
Finance Management Dept.





ESTIMATE AT
TIME OF PRINT

Awards Across ALL Financial Literacy Programs - Inception to Date 

Students return to live
activity (e.g., sports)

Despite COVID19
RECOGNIZED GROWTH 

Classified AD

Grant Writers
Needed 

20% commission for each
successful grant 

Contact President, Maritza Brown
fda@coresswc.org

 



P R I O R  Y E A R ' S  W W R K i t c hP R I O R  Y E A R ' S  W W R K i t c h   

2023 WWRKitch | West Orange Cafeteria

2022 WWRKitch | West Orange Cafeteria

2019 WWRKitch | West Orange Cafeteria

2024 WWRKitch | West Orange Cafeteria



TOTAL CASH AWARD
OPPORTUNITY 

CASH deposited into college a/c for For
1st graders thru HS Sophomore
HS Junior & Seniors – cash awards in
the form of scholarships and they are
eligible to apply for FRASA Scholarship
below

All Senior Runner Ups Receive
$500 Book Scholarships

 FREE  for students to attend

Financial Literacy -NJ STATE = PILOT

Students demonstrate financial literacy adaptation
from the workshops and earn additional cash.

Financial Readiness Academic Scholarship Award
(FRASA) –Program

Financial Discipline Award (FDA –Program)
1st Grade through High School Seniors
3rd Saturday of each Month 
11am – 1pm, - – LAPTOP REQUIRED 

High School Juniors and Seniors 

STUDENTS LEARN ‘HOW MONEY WORKS’ 
(budgeting, insurance, needs vs. wants, stock market
game, savings, checking, reducing expenses they touch
such as food, gas, electric, digital etc.) & EARN CASH 
FOR MEETING or exceeding PERFORMANCE 
EXPECTATIONS –Most parents sit in and learn as well.

On-line application -Essay Questions and interview by a
panel of 5 industry professionals

Application link provided upon successful
completion of FDA Program Above - MUST MEET
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

1.

AN OVERALL GPA OF 'B' OR BETTERa.
A 'B' OR BETTER IN MATH, LANGUAGE ARTS AND
FINANCIAL LITERACY))

b.

Elementary 1st – 4th - up t0
Middle 5th – 8th - up to 
High 9th – 12th - up to 

10 APPLICANTS MAXIMUM - 
HS Seniors: 
1st Place $5,000, 2nd Place 
$3,000, 3rd Place $2,000, 4th place
$1,500, 5th place 1,000
HS Juniors:
 1st Place $1,500, 2nd Place $1,000,
3rd Place $500

LEARN & EARN –Pre-requisite College 
A/C for earnings deposit

Why we do what we do: Olivia Raymond – A model FDA student from its inception, applying for
FRASA in (2023).
Click here to view CNBC interview of Olivia – video 1

CLICK TO REGISTER FOR FDA or
OPEN ABOVE QRCODE W/CAMERA

Scan to Register

P R O G R A M  S H O W C A S E

 $1,000 
 $1,350 
$1,700

Documentary Award Program (DAP) -students can earn additional cash awards while in college/trade
school by interning. Funds are escrowed to reduce their college loan debt when they exit college. They
must sustain the same FRASA GPA requirements and a B+ or better in all classes required for their Major
and they MUST submit grades by the deadline for 2 consecutive semesters and intern a minimum of 1
hour per week.

Register by
October,

College A/C
required

Click to view video 2
Click for 1st Grader Antonesia Johnson attesta﻿tion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVKiRRXrg88&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVKiRRXrg88&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVKiRRXrg88&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVKiRRXrg88&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVKiRRXrg88&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVKiRRXrg88&feature=youtu.be
https://coresswc.org/fda-program-detail/
https://coresswc.org/fda-program-detail/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoDp2R3jNPY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InPiRaqGeBw





