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From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals, page 1

The Animal Fair

I went to the animal fair.
The birds and the beasts
were there.

The big baboon,
by the light of the moon,
Was combing his long red hair.

The monkey bumped the skunk
And sat on the elephant’s trunk.

The elephant sneezed and
fell to his knees.
And that was the end
of the monk,
The monk, the monk, the monk,
The monk, the monk, the monk.
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From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals, page 2
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From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals

A Dog from New York

There once was a dog
from New York,
Who loved snacking
on chicken and pork.
When he saw a big cat,
He said, “Go away. Scat!”
And he chased it away
with his fork.
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From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals

Hey Diddle, Diddle

Hey diddle, diddle.
The cat and the fiddle.
The cow jumped
over the moon.
The little dog laughed
to see such sport.
And the dish ran away
with the spoon.
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From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals, page 1

Over in the Meadow

Over in the meadow
In the sand and the sun
Lived an old mother turtle
And her little turtle one.

“Dig,” said the mother.
“Dig,” said the one.
So they dug all day
In the sand and the sun.

Over in the meadow
Where the stream runs blue
Lived an old mother fish
And her little fishes two.

“Swim,” said the mother.
“Swim,” said the two.
So they swam all day
Where the stream runs blue.
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From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals, page 2

Over in the meadow
In a hole in a tree
Lived an old mother owl
And her little owls three.

“Whoo,” said the mother.
“Whoo,” said the three.
So they whooed all day
In a hole in a tree.
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From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals

The Elephant

The elephant goes
like this, like that.
He’s terribly big.
And he’s terribly fat.
He has no fingers.
But he has big toes.
And goodness gracious,
What a nose!
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From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals, page 1

Green Speckled Frogs

Three green and speckled frogs
Sat on a speckled log.
Eating some most
delicious bugs,
“Yum, Yum!”

One jumped into the pool
Where it was nice and cool.
Now there were two green
speckled frogs,
“Glump, Glump!”

Two green and speckled frogs
Sat on a speckled log.
Eating some most
delicious bugs,
“Yum, Yum!”

One jumped into the pool
Where it was nice and cool.
Now there was one green 
speckled frog,
“Glump, glump!”
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One green and speckled frog
Sat on a speckled log.
Eating some most
delicious bugs,
“Yum, Yum!” 

One jumped into the pool
Where it was nice and cool.
Now there were no green
speckled frogs.
“Glump, glump!”

From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals, page 2
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From Run, Jump, Swim: Poems About Animals

Animal Crackers

Animal crackers
and cocoa to drink,
That is the finest
of suppers I think;
When I’m grown up
and can have what I please
I think I shall always
insist upon these.


