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What is Articulation?

● The way sounds are formed to 
make words. 

● Articulation is often used as an 
umbrella term for speech sound 
disorders.

● Sounds combine the placement of 
the articulators, the manner in 
which the sounds are made, and 
voicing from the larynx/voice box

● Phonological disorder occurs when 
entire class of sounds is affected 
(e.g., fronting - “tat” for cat or “dod” 
for dog)



What is the law?

Speech or Language Impairment: Eligibility consideration is deferred to the speech/language specialist. A 
pupil has a language or speech disorder as defined in Education Code section 56333, and it is determined 
that the pupil's disorder meets one or more of the following criteria:

(A) Articulation disorder. 1. The pupil displays reduced intelligibility or an inability to use the speech
mechanism which significantly interferes with communication and attracts adverse attention.
Significant interference in communication occurs when the pupil's production of single or multiple
speech sounds on a developmental scale of articulation competency is below that expected for his or
her chronological age or developmental level, and which adversely affects educational performance.
2. A pupil does not meet the criteria for an articulation disorder if the sole assessed disability is an
abnormal swallowing pattern.



Developmental ages for speech sounds

Take home message: 

everything is a range!



Edades de desarrollo de los sonidos del habla



What level is my child working at?



Activities at Home - 5-10 minutes only!
● In the car, in the grocery store, out in the community - scavenger hunt - how many things can I 

see with my sound
● Play-doh - roll up ball and smash them when you practice your sound a certain number of times
● Fidget spinners - how many times can you practice your sound before it stops
● Pop-its - one sound, word, or sentence per pop - how many can you get in 1 minute?
● Board Games - Jenga, Puzzles, Kerplunk, Don’t Break the Ice - make them earn the pieces by 

practicing their sounds
● Sound search during reading time with your child - highlight those words with their target sound

● Mystery Box Game - https://superduperinc.com/handouts/pdf/39_creative_artic_practice.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/c/PeachieSpeechie - YouTube channel with step-by-step tutorial for you 

and your child to see how a sound is produced.

https://superduperinc.com/handouts/pdf/39_creative_artic_practice.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/c/PeachieSpeechie



