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Survey of likely 2022 Voters
Survey data has been weighted to reflect a likely June 2022 electorate
Conducted November 30 — December 7, 2021

Mixed-mode methodology (telephone/web)

* Phone interviews conducted by trained, professional interviewers; landlines & mobile
phones included

* Email and text invitations were sent to complete the survey online

400 total interviews; overall margin of error 4.9 percentage points
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Where applicable, results compared with previous studies:

Number of
Year Survey Mode Interviewing Dates Margin of Error
Interviews

2021

2019

2016

2015

2012

2011

2009

2008

2007

2004

Telephone/Web
Telephone/Web*
Telephone
Telephone
Telephone
Telephone
Telephone
Telephone
Telephone

Telephone

November 30-December 7
October 7-17

March 1-14

April 1-12

March 9-12

September 19-25

June 4-9

April 14-20

August 5-9

February 22-26

*Note: Methodology change from phone-only surveys to hybrid phone/web

Likely June 2022 Voters
Likely March 2020 Voters
Likely Nov. 2016 Voters
Likely Nov. 2016 Voters
Likely Nov. 2012 Voters
Likely Nov. 2012 Voters
Likely Nov. 2009 Voters
Likely Nov. 2008 Voters
Likely Nov. 2008 Voters

Likely Nov. 2004 Voters

409

394

400

400

401

401

400

400

500

+4.9
+4.9

+4.9

+4.9
+4.9
+4.9

+4.9
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Voters continue to have positive opinions of the District, and perceptions appear to
have improved since 2019.

The majority continue to think that MVSD schools are in good physical condition;
however, many also see opportunity for improvements to middle school facilities.

Support today for a bond measure is just above the 55% threshold required for
passage.

Additional information about what the measure could do increases support slightly
with voters prioritizing projects that will help to fix leaky roofs and windows, upgrade
classrooms and labs for current instructional standards, and improve access for
students with disabilities.

Potential opposition messaging is compelling and does have an impact on support;
however, support does not fall below the 55% threshold.
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Opinions of MVSD e

Most have a positive view of the job the District is doing overall and in other areas tested.

] Net
M Excellent ® Good = (Don't Know) ® Only Fair  ® Poor Ex/Good
The job Mill Valley School District is
. 31% o, +56
doing overall
The quality of education %, +62

Student achievement and test scores +58

The job Mill Valley School District is e54
doing responding to COVID-19 °

The job the Board of Trustees is doing B[ 9% YL

The management of district monies 11% 13% +14

Q5-12. Regardless of whether or not you have children currently in school, using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, please rate each of
the following areas relating to the Mill Valley School District, which is responsible for the elementary schools and middle school in your area. 21-8319MVSD | 6



Opinions of MVSD Overall, Over Time EMC,
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Positive opinions of the District appear to have increased since 2019.

“The job MVSD is doing overall”

B Excellent = Good = (Don't Know) ® Only Fair u Poor Q&
2021 31% 6
2019 s
2016 33% +68
2015 29% "o
2012 30% 62
2011 23% +63
2009 24% "o
2008 25% s
2007 26% o3
2004 22% 2

Q5-12. Regardless of whether or not you have children currently in school, using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, please rate each of the
following areas relating to the Mill Valley School District, which is responsible for the elementary schools and middle school in your area. 21-8319 MVSD | 7
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Opinions of the Quality of Education, Over Time ) EMC

The vast majority continue to rate the quality of education at MVSD positively.

“The quality of education”

W Excellent ® Good @ (Don't Know) ® Only Fair W Poor Q&
2021 36% +62
2019 34% +63
2016 77
2015 75
2012 +70
2011 +69
2009 +73
2008 +61
2007 +69
2004 25% +55

Q5-12. Regardless of whether or not you have children currently in school, using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, please rate each of the
following areas relating to the Mill Valley School District, which is responsible for the elementary schools and middle school in your area. 21-8319MVSD | 8
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Many continue to have positive opinions about student achievement and test scores.

“Student achievement and test scores”

M Excellent ® Good " (Don't Know) M Only Fair M Poor Net
Ex/Good
2021 +58
2019 +51
2016 +62
2015 +68

Q5-12. Regardless of whether or not you have children currently in school, using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, please rate each of the
following areas relating to the Mill Valley School District, which is responsible for the elementary schools and middle school in your area. 21-8319MVSD | 9
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Opinions of the Board of Trustees, Over Time & ;522,3:

Many do not have strong opinions about the job the Board is doing, but the rating is net positive.

“The job the Board of Trustees is doing”

B Excellent = Good " (Don't Know) ® Only Fair = Poor Q&
2021 IR +24
2019 EY i
2016 14% +31
2015 EY +25
2012 BT +24
2011 Y +31
2009 14% +27
2008 E2 +23
2007 IR +28
2004 EZ +20

Q5-12. Regardless of whether or not you have children currently in school, using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, please rate each of the
following areas relating to the Mill Valley School District, which is responsible for the elementary schools and middle school in your area. 21-8319 MVSD | 10
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Opinions of Money Management, Over Time & LE':ZE;

Voters continue to be somewhat divided on their perception of the management of money though ratings are more positive
than negative.

“The management of district monies”

W Excellent ® Good = (Don't Know) ® Only Fair W Poor Ex[I\IGe;od
2021 IR e 4
2019 B 12% +8
2016 [IEETL +30
I 1% H
2012 Y 2
2011 B2 +8
2009 13% +27
2008 10% +13
2007 D +23
2004 BT Hi

Q5-12. Regardless of whether or not you have children currently in school, using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, please rate each of the
following areas relating to the Mill Valley School District, which is responsible for the elementary schools and middle school in your area. 21-8319 MVSD | 11



Opinions of MVSD Facilities

The majority continue to think that MVSD schools are in good physical condition although more give negative ratings of the
middle school condition than in 2019.

research

M Excellent m Good W (Don't Know) M Only Fair M Poor Net
Ex/Good

, 2021
The physical condition

of elementary school
buildings, classrooms, 2019
and grounds

The physical condition

of middle school 2021

buildings, classrooms,
and grounds

+22

2019

Q5-12. Regardless of whether or not you have children currently in school, using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, please rate each of
the following areas relating to the Mill Valley School District, which is responsible for the elementary schools and middle school in your area. 21-8319 MVSD | 12
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Perceived Need for Money, Over Time ="

Just over half see at least some need for additional money for MVSD schools, but intensity remains low.

72%
66% 65% 65%

61%

57% 56%

2004 2007 2008 2009 2011 2012 2015 2016 2019 2021

Q13. As you may know, you live in the Mill Valley School District which is responsible for the elementary schools and middle school. Would you say that public
schools in Mill Valley School District have a great need for more money, some need for more money, only a little need or no real need for more money?

% Total need
B Some need

M Great need
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Tax Sentiment, Over Time i EMC,,

The vast majority continue to believe that it is crucial to have high quality local public schools, even if it means raising taxes,
and trust in the District to manage tax dollars appears to have grown closer to previous levels.

M Total Agree (Don't Know) M Total Disagree Net
Agree
2021 80% +62
It is crucial to have 2019 76% 4% 21% +55
high-quality local public 2016 83% +67
schools, even if it means 2015 78% A +58
raising taxes 2012 83% Y 16%
2011 82% » +66

| trust the Mill Valley

School District to
ly manage my tax 2019 36% +17
roper
propertly 2016 74% ST s
dollars

2015 72% 5% EE  +49

Q15-17. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each of the following statements. 21-8319 MVSD | 14



Tax Sentiment, Over Time &) EMC
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Sensitivity to raising taxes, generally, remains relatively high.
' . Net
M Total Agree (Don't Know) M Total Disagree
Agree
high, | would never
no matter how it might
be used

2015 9 61% -24
2012 9 73% -48

Q15-17. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each of the following statements. 21-8319 MVSD | 15
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Support today for a potential bond measure is just above the 55% threshold required for passage.

To upgrade classrooms, science labs and
learning technology in Mill Valley
elementary and middle schools; improve
accessibility for students with disabilities;
replace outdated and inefficient heating,
cooling, electrical and plumbing systems;
and improve student safety and security,
shall Mill Valley School District issue
$194,000,000 in bonds at legal rates,
raising approximately 59,300,000
annually while bonds are outstanding at
2.6¢ per 5100 of assessed value, with
independent oversight, annual audits, no
money for administrators and all funds
staying local?

Yes
62%

55%

(Undecided)
4%

Q14. I'd like to read you a measure that might be on a future ballot.... If the election were held today, would

you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure? 21-8319 MVSD | 17
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Support is higher today than it was for the potential measure tested in 2019.

2019

To update all Mill Valley elementary schools and reconstruct and modernize
Mill Valley Middle School,; update classrooms and labs for current learning;
upgrade technology; improve school safety with security and seismic updates;
and construct, repair, and equip facilities/sites/classrooms, shall Mill Valley
School District issue 5120,000,000 in bonds at legal rates, raising
approximately 58,000,000 annually while bonds are outstanding at an
estimated S30/5100,000 of assessed valuation, with taxpayer oversight,
audits, and no money for administrators?

No

2021

To upgrade classrooms, science labs and learning technology in Mill Valley
elementary and middle schools; improve accessibility for students with
disabilities; replace outdated and inefficient heating, cooling, electrical and
plumbing systems; and improve student safety and security, shall Mill Valley
School District issue 5194,000,000 in bonds at legal rates, raising
approximately 59,300,000 annually while bonds are outstanding at 2.6¢ per
5100 of assessed value, with independent oversight, annual audits, no money
for administrators and all funds staying local?

Yes

55% + 49%

43%

(Undecided)
7%

(Undecided)
4%

T 1
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Potential Bond Projects

Voters prioritize projects that will help to fix leaky roofs and windows, upgrade classrooms and labs for current instructional
standards, and improve access for students with disabilities.

research

B Extremely Important (7) ® Somewhat Important (5-6)  Total Important (5-7)

Fix or replace leaky roofs and windows 87%

Upgrade classrooms, science labs and learning technology to meet current

: . 73%
instructional standards °

Improve accessibility for students with disabilities 72%

Add solar panels and improve energy efficiency 72%

Expand and update science, technology, engineering, and math classrooms and

71%
labs ’

Improve air filtration and indoor air quality at schools 66%

Replace outdated and inefficient heating, cooling, electrical, and plumbing systems 65%

Q18-31. I'm going to read you a list of items that could be included in the potential bond measure. After each one, please rate how
important that item is to you, using a scale of 1 to 7, where 1 means not at all important, and 7 means extremely important. 21-8319 MVSD | 19



Potential Bond Projects
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Other potential projects are also important to many.

MW Extremely Important (7) ™ Somewhat Important (5-6)  Total Important (5-7)

Replace aging and outdated classrooms and science labs at Mill Valley Middle

0,
School with modern facilities 65%
Upgrade classroom learning technology 65%
Provide housing that is affordable for teachers and school staff 64%
Improve student safety and security 62%
Improve drainage and flood protection to prevent school closures during heavy 62%
rainstorms °
Expand spaces for outdoor learning and hands on science 61%

Rebuild Mill Valley Middle School with an updated school that meets today’s
safety and educational standards

Q18-31. I’'m going to read you a list of items that could be included in the potential bond measure. After each one, please rate how

important that item is to you, using a scale of 1 to 7, where 1 means not at all important, and 7 means extremely important. 21-8319 MVSD | 20



Additional Information

Maintaining local property values, fiscal accountability provisions, environmental upgrades, and overall cost saving are
compelling reasons to support a bond measure.

research

m Very Convincing (7) m Somewhat Convincing (5-6) Total Convincing (5-7)

Whether or not you have school-age children, supporting quality education is a wise investment. Good 68%
schools protect our property values and our quality of life. 0
All funds from this measure are subject to strict fiscal accountability, including independent oversight and
annual audits—ensuring that no funds will be used for administrator salaries or benefits, and all funds will 65%
be used locally to improve Mill Valley elementary and middle schools. 0
Expert studies show that replacing Mill Valley Middle School with a new state-of-the-art facility is less
expensive than making the significant repairs and renovations needed at the existing outdated and
inefficient facility. This measure will provide a modern middle school to serve Mill Valley for many
generations.

64%

Upgrades to our local school will meet the highest environmental standards with renewable energy
systems, improved energy efficiency and water conservation that will be better for the environment,
better for our students, and a lower cost to operate our schools.

64%

With the recent expiration of Mill Valley’s supplemental school parcel tax, local property owners are
paying over $200 less per year. These savings will offset all or most of the cost of this bond measure for 61%
most property owners, which means we can upgrade aging local schools without paying more in taxes.

Q32-40. Next, I'd like to read you some additional information about a proposed measure for the Mill Valley School
District. After you hear each statement, please tell me how convincing it is as a reason to vote for a bond measure. 21-8319 MVSD | 21



Additional Information

Other information is also compelling to at least half, but with lower intensity.

research

m Very Convincing (7) m Somewhat Convincing (5-6) Total Convincing (5-7)

This measure will provide up-to-date classrooms and labs for programs in science, technology,
engineering, arts and math and allow teaching that meets today’s educational standards, so kids are
prepared for high school and beyond.

59%

Our local schools are doing a great job educating our children. We have high test scores, excellent
teachers and staff, and strong parent support. This measure will update aging classrooms and labs so that
our schools can meet today’s learning standards and continue high-quality education for our students.

55%

Mill Valley Middle School is outdated. This measure will provide a new middle school with safety and
learning upgrades for today’s learning standards, better air filtration and energy efficiency, and
constructed to meet today’s educational standards.

55%

The District has shown they are trustworthy and good financial managers, receiving a Triple A bond rating,
completing all of the last bond’s construction projects to the benefit of the local elementary schools and 52%
middle school and according to the promises made to taxpayers.

Q32-40. Next, I'd like to read you some additional information about a proposed measure for the Mill Valley School
District. After you hear each statement, please tell me how convincing it is as a reason to vote for a bond measure. 21-8319 MVSD | 22
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Support increases after respondents learn more.
Initial Vote | After Information
I
| Yes
Yes |
62% :
| 55%
I
I
I
I
I
: I
(Undecided) | (Undecided)

Q41. Sometimes people change their minds in a survey like this. Given everything you’ve heard, I'd like to ask you about
the measure again.... If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure? 21-8319 MVSD | 23



Potential Opposition Statements g EMC

Potential opposition statements are compelling to a significant percentage of voters.

Hm Very Convincing (7) m Somewhat Convincing (5-6)  Total Convincing (7)

The middle school is built right next to a sewage plant that has foul odors all day and makes
students feel sick. If the District is going to build a new middle school, they should do it
somewhere else, not in the same spot next door to sewage.

51%

There are too many taxes in our area. We are already paying taxes to the local schools,
County, and other districts. It’s just too much, especially as many families are struggling 45%
financially to recover from the pandemic.

We don’t need to waste millions of dollars tearing down the whole middle school and
starting from scratch. The District should just repair and modernize the existing middle
school.

We can’t trust the District to manage money properly—they didn’t deliver on their promises
from the last bond, why should we trust them with more?

Q42-44. Next, I'd like to read you some things that opponents of the proposed bond measure have said. After you hear each
statement, please tell me how convincing it is as a reason to vote against a bond measure for Mill Valley School District. 21-8319 MVSD | 24
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Opposition messaging has an impact, but support remains above the 55% threshold.

Initial Vote After Information After Opposition

Yes
67%

Yes Yes

62%

55%

(Undecided)
4%

(Undecided)
3%

(Undecided)
2%

Q46. Given what you’d heard, if the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject
a $194,000,000 bond measure for the Mill Valley School District? 21-8319 MVSD | 25
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Conclusions & Recommendations

» Opinions of the District continue to be positive.

» Over half of voters show some awareness of need for additional funds and
Improvements.

» A bond measure for Mill Valley School District appears feasible for a June
2022 ballot.

» Communicating the strong fiscal accountability provisions, basic repairs,
upgrades to classrooms, labs, and learning technology for current
instructional standards, and energy efficiency projects that would be
included in a bond measure as well as the community benefits of investing in
local schools is recommended.

» A robust, privately funded campaign effort would be needed to ensure voters
understand the need for, and benefits of, a measure.

21-8319 MVSD | 26
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2022 Bond Measure Planning Timeline

Feasibility
Study

> Poll

> Election timing

» Bond Amount

» Tax Rate

> Political landscape

» Competing issues

> Potential controversy

Board Calls for Election

Build
Consensus

Build a Strong
Measure

» Write resolution

> Ballot question

> Project list

» Non-advocacy communication
» Consensus building

Election Day
v v

Advocacy
Campaign

> Private fundraising
> Direct mail

> Digital media

> Website

> Endorsements

» Phone banks

> Lawn signs

> GOTV
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