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College Advising Team
Please contact us if you have questions throughout the application process.

Elizabeth Lowman, College Advising Assistant
lowmane@mtnbrook.k12.al.us

205.414.3818

Karen Svetlay, College Advisor
Student Last Names A - K
svetlayk@mtnbrook.k12.al.us

Whitney Voltz, College Advisor
Student Last Names L – Z
voltzw@mtnbrook.k12.al.us



In Your Packet …

1. Coversheet/checklist 

2. Copy of the presentation

3. Student Brag Sheet

4. Parent Brag Sheet

5. Quick Facts: application stats for Auburn & Alabama

6. Group College Advising General Information



• Own your college search
• Take time to process
• Research colleges online
• Visit campuses
• Figure out what matters to 

YOU

Things to Consider



Planning Your Stops
• Visit and tour potential colleges.

• Research colleges to determine if you are likely to be admitted.

• Take ACT or SAT (again if needed).

• Develop a list of places you will apply.

• Check college websites for application deadlines.

• Over the summer … 
➢Attend a Summer Work Session to get started
➢Work on college essays
➢Begin applying - many applications are online by August 1st



Packing Your Bag
YouScience MBHS Website



Packing Your Bag

College 
Planning 
Worksheet



Packing Your Bag

https://www.scoir.com/?hsLang=en-us


Staying Organized 
with the help of Scoir



Staying Organized 
with the help of Scoir

FOLLOW colleges you are 
considering to see application 
deadlines, scholarship 
information, and more.

What else can you do in Scoir? 
Check out the Scoir links on the 
College Advising website. 



Standardized Testing
ACT • SAT 

• Test-Optional – based on individual student & college requirements 

• Superscoring

• Reporting

• Check the college’s website for specific testing requirements. 

• College representatives are great resources for testing questions!



Check for Road Blocks

Example: TCU
MBHS students’ 

admitted average: 
ACT - 30

(wtd) GPA - 92.6 

Scattergrams

https://www.scoir.com/?hsLang=en-us


Application Types



Completing College Applications:  FERPA

Action Steps for All Students

FERPA Release 

FERPA Waiver

FERPA – Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act



Completing College Applications:
First Steps in Scoir

FERPA Release

Students - sign the FERPA 
Release in Scoir so we are 
authorized to send your 
transcript on your behalf.  



Completing College Applications:
First Steps in Scoir

FERPA Waiver

Should I waive my rights? YES!
Choosing “granted” waives your right 
to review confidential letters of 
recommendation.

This tells colleges you do not intend to 
read your recommendations and 
reassures colleges that the letters are 
candid and truthful.



Completing College Applications

General Application Requirements
✓Biographical information

✓Transcript
✓Application fee

Supplemental Materials (for some colleges)
✓ Test scores
✓ Essay(s)
✓ Resume

✓ Counselor recommendation
✓ Teacher recommendation(s)



Completing College Applications:  The Essay

• Seniors write college essays in 
English in the fall.

• Tutors in the Spartan Writing Center 
can help.

• Tell the college something new 
about you.

• What makes you unique? 

• Search for “Essays that Worked” for 
tips and examples.



Completing College Applications: 
Teacher Recommendations

• Stop by the College Advising office to pick 
up a yellow form once school starts.

• Ask your teacher if he or she will write you 
a recommendation.

• Return signed form to College Advising 
office.

• Your teacher will upload the rec into Scoir
for you. 

• Give the teacher at least 3 weeks to 
complete your recommendation.



Completing College Applications:  
Counselor Recommendation



Completing College Applications:
MBHS Form Checklist

Title of Form When To Complete the Form

Student Brag Sheet (Blue) End of junior year (provide updates at 
beginning of senior year, if necessary)

Parent Brag Sheet (Purple) End of junior year (provide updates at 
beginning of senior year, if necessary)

Teacher Recommendation Form 
(Yellow) 

Beginning of senior year



Submitting Your Application

✓Submit your application online. 

✓Send test scores to the college, if needed, 
through testing agency’s website.  

✓Use Scoir to tell us you have completed 
your application.  



Submitting Your Application
✓Move the college from “Following” to “Applied” in Scoir.  

Do 
not 
use 
the 

“Applying” 
column. Move only after 

application is 
complete and 

submitted.



Summer Work Session Agenda
• Get organized.

• Create a Common Application account.

• Start your college applications.

• Use Scoir to tell us you have applied.

• Send ACT/SAT scores to colleges.

• Work session dates will be announced later this spring. 





The Fall is Busy!  

• Talk with the College Reps 
that visit MBHS.

• Visit colleges one more time 
if needed.

• Start working on applications 
early (August).

• Keep up with college 
deadlines.



Deadlines

Submit your application and notify the College Advising office 

know at least 3 weeks before it is due to the college. 



Most Common Deadlines

Application Due 
to College by:

Application Submitted and 
College Advising Office Notified by:

October 15, 2023 September 22, 2023

November 1, 2023 October 11, 2023

November 15, 2023 October 25, 2023

December 1, 2023 November 9, 2023

December 15, 2023 November 27, 2023

Before January 15, 2024 December 1, 2023



Financial Aid & Scholarships
• University/College Scholarships

• Every college has different parameters

• Check college websites and complete applications if needed

• FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid

• Application is available beginning on October 1st

• State requirement 

• Outside Scholarships 

• Search engines like fastweb.com and goingmerry.com

• e-Newsletter



What Should I Do Now?
• Continue working hard – junior year grades are very important!
• Keep a list of usernames and passwords.
• Research colleges.

• Programs (majors, Honors programs, scholarship opportunities)
• Admission profiles
• Application 
• Deadlines

• Finalize testing by the end of summer.
• Sign FERPA Release and FERPA Waiver in Scoir – this can be completed now!
• Familiarize yourself with Common App.
• Turn in brag sheets to the College Advising office. 
• Athletes

✓ Register with NCAA and check eligibility.  
✓ Submit test scores to NCAA, if applicable. 



College Advising Team
Please contact us if you have questions throughout the application process.

Elizabeth Lowman, College Advising Assistant
lowmane@mtnbrook.k12.al.us

205.414.3818

Karen Svetlay, College Advisor
Student Last Names A - K
svetlayk@mtnbrook.k12.al.us

Whitney Voltz, College Advisor
Student Last Names L – Z
voltzw@mtnbrook.k12.al.us


