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Congratulations to Ankita Patel and Valerie
Mallon,who have been named the valedictorian
and salutatorian,respectively, of the Class of 2020.

Ankita, who is graduating with
an AP Capstone Diploma and as
an AP Scholar with Distinction,
has been an active member of
the school community. Along
with serving as president of the
National Honor Society, she was
a member of Athletes Helping
Athletes, Key Club, Mathletes,
Science National Honor Society,
Ted Ed Club and World Language
Club. Ankita volunteered as
secretary of the high school’s
Student Service Center, as well.
She also participated in varsity
winter track, junior varsity
basketball and junior varsity
volleyball. During the summer
prior to her senior year, she
shadowed two general dentists to
see how technology has changed
the field. She plans to attend the
University of Michigan and major
in biology.

Valerie has received various
recognitions for her musical
talents throughout her high
school career, including Excellent
Achievement in String Ensemble
Award, First Chair Award,
NYSSMA Award, Outstanding
Musicianship Award and
Tri-M Certificate. In addition
to her participation in String
Ensemble, Valerie was a member
of Dignity Club, Environmental
Club, Literary Society, National
Honor Society, Robotics and
World Language Club. Valerie
has excelled in her AP courses,
receiving three perfect scores
on AP Environmental Science,
AP Language and Composition
and AP U.S. History. She also
volunteered at the high school’s
Student Service Center. She plans
to attend Georgetown University

in the fall.
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Senior Parade was held on June 11.

Although a formal graduation
ceremony has currently been postponed
until Aug. 8, the district has been doing
all it can to honor this year’s graduating
class in nontraditional ways. The week
of June 8 marked Senior Week and
held many fun virtual and socially
distanced events for our students and
their families to commemorate their

final weeks at the high school.

SENIOR EVENTS INCLUDED:

* Athletics Day — Spring sports senior
recognitions, as well as sports
award presentations to our athletes.

* Fine Arts Day — Honoring those
receiving music and art awm'ds as

Art Honor Society and the Tri-M
Music Honor Society.

* Senior Awards Ceremony — Held
via Webex, senior awards and
scholarships were announced and
seniors were recognized virtually.

July 2020

* Senior Car Parade — Jericho
Turnpike was closed down so
that seniors and their families
could drive down the road, which
was lined with approximately
200 banners highlighting each
of the graduates’ faces. Mineola
Fire Department and high school
teachers lined the high school
parking lot, cheering and waving
for their students as the parade
finale.

* Receiving a special gift from their

class advisers.

* Participating in a virtual National
Honor Society Induction Ceremony,
Science National Honor Society
Induction Ceremony, Science
Research Symposium and Student
Service Center Awards Ceremony
for all students.

In addition, the district held a
drive-through graduation for seniors,
where they could drive up to the school
building at designated times, receive
their diploma case and take a picture in
front of the mustang.
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