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BASHETBALL

Basketball has proven no challenge for members of the district’s Challenger basketball team.
Coached by retired teacher Martin Joyce, the team is in its third year at Mineola High School and
consists of approximately 15 male and female players who don’t participate on varsity teams.
The team meets from February to April and participates in six games against other Challenger
teams. The home games really draw a large crowd and the entire school community comes N
to support the team, including cheerleaders cheering at the games and performances by band ‘
members. Members of the school’s other athletic teams will also volunteer their time to help train . \ . _J aCk Jm
members of the Challenger team, run drills with them and keep them motivated throughout ' ’
practices and games.
“I have always said, the strength of Mineola is that everyone is accepted,” Coach Joyce said.
“This team really allows all of our students to feel connected and to share in the school spirit.”
Participation on the team has many advantages for the students involved, including:

* Learning the skill of basketball * School spirit/connection to school
e Teamwork ¢ Increased socialization
* A little bit of competition

“ feel like it's a great experience for me. I've grown close to all my
teammates, and we always show good sportsmanship. And one thing
I've learned is that when I'm playing, it lets me get all my stress out.”

-Aidan Bongiorno, Grade 12
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A Presentation of Knowledge

With the adoption of an integrated
curriculum for grades K-7 (featured in the
September 2018 Outreach), instructional leaders
also adopted a different approach to assessing
student understanding of the work in each unit.
Called an Application of Knowledge Assessment,
or AKA, it allows students to present their
understanding of a unit’s “essential question” in a
way that allows for choice in expression.

For example: For the grade 6 essential
question: How do turning points lead to change?
A student can create any of the following as an
AKA to show comprehension of the concept:

* Written paper

* Oral presentation

e Creation of a model
¢ Creation of a video

 Use of an app
* Artwork
* Sitemap

“We are trying to get students to apply what
they know and connect disciplines in a creative

way that is not limited to just passing a multiple-
choice test,” said Assistant Superintendent

for Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment
Matthew Gaven.

AKAs are unique to Mineola School District
and were created by the district’s instructional
leaders, together with Mr. Gaven and Dr.
Moriarty, to create options and opportunity
for increased achievement and understanding.
Students are not graded on the presentation itself,
but on their growth throughout the unit and
how well they comprehend the essential question.

“It’s a creative way to demonstrate true
understanding of a rigorous concept,” Director
of ENL Dr. Nicole Moriarty said. “When
you provide that application, all students are
successful. It really taps into the idea of multiple
intelligences and prepares our students for the
level of thinking required at the high school level,

in life in general and beyond.”
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“It's all about — how
can we excite the
students? School

should be
excitement and
wonder.”

- Nicole Moriarty, Ed.D., Director of ENL
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To culminate their Unit 2 lessons,
sixth-graders had to create a project
that illustrated their understanding
that turning points lead to dynamic
change. Ms. Clifford’s Dual-Language
Class presented their projects in a
gallery walk that featured artwork
and iMovies. Pictured here, this
group performed a skit from The
Grinch that illustrated the turning
point in the movie.

Unit 4's AKA for kindergarten asked students to write, draw
or dictate a thank-you letter to a person or community helper
who helps them meet their needs. Students in Nicole Oddo’s
class at Hampton wrote to the custodians, nurse, gym teacher
and even Dr. Nagler. Pictured, Christian Eliades wrote:
“Thank you for making school safe. I love when you visit us.”



