
Book Clubs
Voice & Choice
Creating a Culture of Reading Through Book Clubs



Good Evening!
Nicole Moriarty

Reading Literature Deeply 

& 

Fostering Joyful, Independent Reading
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We are not simply teaching reading, we 
are teaching the reader...
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Mrs. Shanahan Mrs.  Dvorak 

\

Ilyse Milberg, Marleny Reyes, &  Daniela 
Rodriguez

Cultivating their reader’s 
identity



Book Clubs...The Vision Launching  & Managing 
Book Clubs-HS

Creating a Culture of 
Reading-JA

Journeying Through 
Texts with Peers-JA

Book Club Journey
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Epilogue-Next Steps-MS



Ties that Bind...
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The Vision 

A Novel Approach
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“
Launching & Managing Book Clubs

The High School Experience 
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Implementation @ MHS

Phase 3

Book Clubs

Phase 1

Thematic 
Curriculum

Integrated units of 
study 

Phase 2

Independent 
Reading

Fostering a culture 
of readers

Essential questions 
+

 SEL Competencies
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Creating Routines and Making Connections

● Tuesday -Thursday, Students work primarily with their anchor texts, where teacher 
focuses on a topic or skill

●  Students read independent books every Friday with this same focus
○ Teacher may begins class with mini-lesson or discussion on the focus topic 
○ Students read independently looking for examples of that focus in their book 

using post-its to mark them

● Students meet with their book clubs on Monday 
○ Students share ideas, discuss examples and come to consensus on best examples
○ Students complete an activity on the focus topic based on this discussion 

“We read to know we’re not alone.”  -William   Nicholson



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Choosing 
Books-
Finding 
Connections

Summer Work: Finding Books

❏ High interest titles 

❏ Variety to provide multiple 
perspectives and students choice

❏ Books that connect to the anchor 
text through theme and/or in 
relation to SEL

❏  Adds to the student’s 
understanding of anchor text 
while also reinforcing a love of 
reading
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“Because no Divisions 1 schools are talking
 to me.” This is said when the main character faces reality. 
He knows he is good at the sport he does, but he isn’t the 
best person playing. I felt this reality too when I knew I 
was good at the sports I do but not D1 or D2 good. 

HS Seniors and 8th 
graders

making connections 
between their 

independent book 
to other books, 
themselves or

 the world. 

In the book, Can’t Knock The Hustle during chapter 6, the 
author described the first meeting between then Brooklyn 
Nets coach Kenny Atkinson and his new point guard Spencer 
Dinwiddie.  On page 108 the text states, “Stop worrying 
about making mistakes,” coach Atkinson told him. “Just go out 
there and make mistakes. That’s music to my ears, Spencer 
said. I connect to this moment whenever I play a sport and 
when I make a mistake, sometimes I get too hard on myself so 
sometimes a coach would tell me to not think about making 
those errors, just to play the sport itself.

The line I connected with in my book, One of Us is Lying, is when Mr. Avery says with 
disgust, “Save the conspiracy theories for another teacher. I’m not buying it. You 
know the rules against bringing phones to class, and you broke them.” Mr. Avery didn’t 
believe or understand where they were coming from and didn’t take their 
words/thoughts into consideration. Likewise, this is a response my parents would give 
me if they didn’t believe something that I said.  I would get very frustrated with their 
response because sometimes I’m actually telling the truth and they still don’t believe 
it. This is how the quote I stated above connects to my life.

 ...it has an immersive 
plot that allows the 
reader to sympathize 
with Adeline.

 I really understand and 
love the story. I like 
how the author gives a 
lot of detail about her 
everyday life. The story 
is very interesting and 
it’s similar to the 
original Cinderella story.



“
Creating A Culture of Readers Through Book Clubs

&
Journeying Through Texts with Peers

The Jackson Avenue School Experience  
12



Student Choice
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Creating a culture of reading
Love for 

reading/learning 4th 
grade leveled texts

Cooperative 
Learning 

Gradual Release of 
Responsibility

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ntsSDyevvbslEFCQgI5hIrH54LXCRqtc/preview


Increased 
participation across 

content-areas

▷ Enables learners to 

participate 

continuously 

▷ Meaningful 

conversations 

▷ Builds community 
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Journeying through texts with 
peers 

Student Ownership

▷ Learners take on 

responsibility 

▷ Enhances the process 

of gradual release of 

responsibility 

▷ Learners are in control 

of their reading/learning 

process 

Mastery of Multiple 
Skills 

▷ Students 

explore/practice 

different skills within 

curriculum 

▷ Allows students to 

learn from 

collaborative learning
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Book Club Journey Examples 
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Next Steps at Jackson Avenue...
Implement SEL and Student Reflections

Expand book club library in classrooms

Student presentations on their book club 
journey



“
Next Steps

&
Iterating the Vision

The Middle School Experience 
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MMS 2021-22 Next Steps

❏ Relatability
❏ Literacy Skills & SEL 

Competencies
❏ Structure & Collaboration

Book Club Choice Projects in Every Unit 
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MMS 2021-22 Next Steps

❏ Relatability
❏ Literacy Skills & SEL 

Competencies
❏ Structure & Collaboration

Unit Focus 
Standards 

and Skills

Empathy; U
nderstanding 

Others; A
gency



SLIDESMANIA.COM
SLIDESMANIA.COM

2021-22 MMS Next Steps

❏ Relatability
❏ Literacy Skills & SEL 

Competencies
❏ Structure & Collaboration

Book Club Journals

Reciprocal Teaching

Portfolio Reflections
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Book Clubs in Action: 7th Grade SLA
Relatability Literacy Skills Structure and 

Collaboration



Next Steps: 7th Grade SLA
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❏ Goal Setting
❏ Reading and Writing 

Conferences
❏ Discussion Protocols (Spider Web)



Student Choice & Diversity of 
Choice

Grades 2-11 
Implementation 

Connections with Each 
Other, Books, and EQ

Continual Improvement 
& 

Growth

Book Club Journey Summary

5
District of Excited & 

Impassioned  Readers
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#DidyouknowMineola

37 anchor texts, 37 
opportunities for choice

The Goal to Become a Reader
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The End!


