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Teacher Testimonial

“PreK is an opportunity to learn about life outside of home... learning about school and 
learning about learning.  Three and four year olds learn through experience.  Learners 
this age need to be fully engaged in their work, which is play, experimentation, and 
socialization. At this age all learners are language learners.  They are building their 
vocabulary and use of language based on their experiences, too.  In a full day PreK 
program learners from all different socioeconomic backgrounds, different cultures, 
different experiences are given an equal opportunity to become fully immersed in an 
environment where they can practice what they are taught, play out their ideas,  
experiment with language while adults can help them grow.  Half day programs can 
expose learners to many things.  However, without time learners are not able to live 
through the experiences of a full day program and do it with their peers. The greatest 
gift you can give a child is time.  Full day PreK programs give that gift!”

-PK teacher



Parent Testimonials
“We felt so fortunate to have the 
opportunity to send our 
youngest son to full day Pre K. 
This meant he did not have to go 
to a private program to 
supplement the day as we both 
worked. It was a huge benefit 
not only financially, but 
emotionally, mentally and 
physically for him as well…He 
loved being in a “big” school just 
like his older siblings and 
adapted effortlessly to the full 
day routine because he had so 
much fun. ”

“As a working mother, full day 
Pre-K was the answer to my 
prayers. Not only did it save me 
money on a daycare/babysitter, 
but I knew my child was in a 
safe, happy environment with 
nurturing teachers and aides 
while learning and playing 
alongside peers…He learned 
many things last year including 
the parts of the brain and how 
they work together. ”



Half day to 
full day

8:40 Arrival and Tabletop activities 

9:00 Morning Meeting

9:20 Pre-Literacy Skills

9:30 Journal

9:40 Read Aloud

10:00 Centers (Snack)

11:00 Dismissal 

9:00 Arrival and Tabletop activities 

9:20 Morning Meeting

9:30 Read Aloud

9:40 Pre-Literacy Skills

10:00 Play-based Literacy Centers (Snack)

10:50 Outdoor Play & Discovery

11:20 Small group activities 

12:30 Lunch/Recess

1:30 Rest

2:00 Journal and Tabletop activities OR 
Special

2:20 Closing Circle 

2:30 Dismissal 



Enrollment: 
2017-18 

(½ day program and 
full day UPK- lottery)

2018-19 
(½ day program and 

full day UPK- lottery)

2019-20 
(first year full day 
in all 3 buildings)

2020-21
(“re-open”, virtual 
option available)

2021-22
(Dual language option 

available to 20 learners)

Hampton 
Street 49 43 60* 48** 45

Meadow 
Drive 54 34 86* 57** 58

Willis 
Avenue 54 54 54 54

UPK- 54
Dual Language- 20

Totals
157 131 200 159 177

*Overall larger grade level (additional section)
** 32 Virtual learners by the end of the year (started with 40)



Videos of 
PreK in action



Mineola mindset 
starts in Pre-K

2. Earning “Fluffballs”

1. “I am a learner!”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-B49hMzIEA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGRwiY6CI1g






Play-based Curriculum

Specials 
& Hands-On 

Learning

STEAM, Library, 
Interest-Based Learning 

time,  PE, unplugged 
coding, and more!

Creative 
Curriculum

Research-based
Exploration/discovery 
Focus on confidence, 
creativity, and critical 

thinking 
Developmentally 

appropriate
Designed for children with 
diverse backgrounds and 

skill levels 

Pre-Literacy 
Skills

Systematic phonics, 
pre-reading skills: 

rhyme, letter 
identification, learning 

through listening, 
language and literacy 

immersion!



Making Curriculum Come to Life



The PreK 
Badge Book

From digital badges 
to a sticker book!



Badges and Reflection on Learning in PK

Working on our skills to earn 

badges. Pop, buzz, zap!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsZo9tJwNhU


Pre-K then & now

Badges on OYO 
starting in 2017

Badges on ESGI 
starting in 2018



Pre-K then & now

Badges on OYO 
starting in 2017



The PreK Data: Then and Now



Introducing the 
Dual Language 

program





¡Aprendemos los 
números!

¡Cantamos 
canciones!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1gtKghspSJoBdoDFwoMKM-AS_mOBVT2Nx/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1el2nNpuIVv4_Ge3-QCa6Vqy-LSxOUQk-/preview


Parent 
Testimonial

Learner 
Testimonial

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1a7E_7UuCm4ESdXFUTPZ9s1rC-SxPb4Hd/preview


Pre-K: the impact


