
Educating Minds and Hearts: 
Creating a Culture of Service at 

Mineola High School 

“Educating the mind without educating the 
heart is no education at all”  -  Aristotle 



The Falk Sysak Student Service Center  
 

•Walter B Sysak 
•Diana Falk 
 



Mineola was funded by Learn and Serve America 
Grant for Service Learning from 1989 until 2011 
 
 
 



Currently…. 





Over 15 programs designed for every 
interest... 

For Senior Citizens 
•Nursing Home Visitors 
•Computeers 
•Lunch Bunch 
 



Our School Community 
•Peer Tutoring 
•MS Homework Helpers 
•Math Helpers 
•PTA Babysitting 
 



The Larger Community 
Gingerbread University 

● Ronald McDonald Dinner Project 

● SPARC 
● The Mary Brennan INN Youth     
      Board  
 



Designed for every schedule 

 

 

 

Once a year: 
• 9.11 Day of Service 
• Gingerbread University 
• We Care Children's 

Party 
• MINNeola Macaroni 
• Prom Boutique 

Once a month: 
• INN Youth Board 
• SPARC 
• Lunch Bunch 
• Ronald MCDonald 

Dinner  
• Project 
• 8 Ways to Serve 
• Leadership Council 

Once a Week: 
● Nursing Home Visitors 
● Computeers 
● Peer Tutoring 
● MS Homework 

Helpers 
● Math Helpers 



8 WAYS TO SERVE 
 

Especially designed for our 8th 
graders... 



Enough from us…. 

What the SSC means to me 

https://voice.adobe.com/a/BaYQ0/


Recognition by Newsday’s FutureCorps 





Service Learning: 
 APUSH and AP Lit 





1280 
 



kidOYO Badges  

Contributing 
Positively to a 
Global Society 



Event Name Badge Image Description Criteria Category Award Schedule 

Lunch Bunch 
 

Joining this program means you’ll have 
lunch once a month with senior citizens 
from the community. 

Active 
Participation  

Contributes 
Positively to a 
Global Society 

Cumulative Year-end 

Computeers 
 

This a group of student volunteers who 
provide technological training to senior 
citizens who want to become computer, 
Ipad, Iphone, Tablet literate 

Active 
Participation  

Contributes 
Positively to a 
Global Society 

Fall (Oct- Nov) 
-end of Nov 
Winter (Jan-Feb) 
-end of Feb 
Spring (March-April) 
-End of April 

Initial Participation 
in an Event 
 

Student participates in his/her first 
event through the Student Service 
Center. 

Active 
Participation 

Contributes 
Positively to a 
Global Society 

Incremental 
-awarded monthly 
through January 

10 hours of Service 
Badge 
 

Volunteer At least 10 hours 
of service 

Contributes 
Positively to a 
Global Society 

Aligned to submission 
of Progress Reports 

Tracking & Organization 



Student Digital Portfolio 
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