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Waterfall style chat…when I say 
go...

What is one thing you are looking 
forward to over break?



Why?
▪ We set the tone for learning and interactions at the launch of the school 

day.
▪ Every interaction we have with our students during the day is social and 

emotional- we want to be intentional about it.
▪ Ending our day intentionally provides a sense of accomplishment and 

supports forward thinking.

What?
Intentionally chosen strategies and activities to foster positive 

interactions and create an equitable experience in a safe environment.

When?
Throughout the entire school day, as a regular part of daily lesson planning.

– Welcoming, engaging strategy, & Closure



3 Signature Practices Snapshot

Welcoming/ Inclusion 

Opening each day with 
activities and routines that 

build community and 
connects to the work ahead.

Engaging Strategies

Embed strategies to anchor 
thinking and learning 

throughout the day. Balance 
of interactive and reflective 

experiences.

Optimistic Closures

Closing each day in an 
intentional way. May be 

reflective of the learning, help 
identify next steps, or make 

connections to one's own work.



Welcoming/ Inclusion 
Activities

✓ Establish safety and predictability
✓ Welcome students warmly, on time or late
✓ Set norms for respectful listening
✓ Focus on community building
✓ Promote interpersonal interactions
✓ Integrate student culture and background

Things to remember...



Engaging Strategies

✓ Be aware of the SEL skills students will utilize during these 
activities

✓ Strategies to anchor thinking and learning
✓ Balance of interactive and reflective experiences

Things to remember...



Optimistic Closures

✓ Its important that each day ends in a thoughtful, intentional way 
where studnents can reflect on learning or celebrate 
accomplishments.

✓ Create a moment that makes students look forward to returning 
tomorrow

✓ Students may consider:
✓ Something they learned
✓ Someone they helped
✓ Something they want to share with their family
✓ Something they enjoyed during the day

Things to remember...



Video….



Student Climate Survey 3-5
What feedback do students have for us? 



School Teacher-Student Relationships
How strong the social connection is between teachers and students within and beyond 

the school? 



School Belonging 
How much students feel that they are valued members of the school community?



.

School Safety 
Perceptions of student physical and psychological safety at school.



School Climate 
Perceptions of the overall social and learning climate of the school.



School Learning Strategies
How well students deliberately use strategies to manage their own learning 

processes generally?



School Mindset
Perceptions of whether students have the potential to change those factors 

that are central to their performance in school.



Student Climate Survey Grade 6
What feedback do students have for us? 



School Teacher-Student Relationships
How strong the social connection is between teachers and students within and beyond 

the school? 



School Climate 
Perceptions of the overall social and learning climate of the school.



School Safety 
Perceptions of student physical and psychological safety at school.



School Learning Strategies
How well students deliberately use strategies to manage their own learning 

processes generally?



School Belonging 
How much students feel that they are valued members of the school community?



School Mindset
Perceptions of whether students have the potential to change those factors 

that are central to their performance in school.



Our GOAL is that every 
student feels a sense of 
belonging and has at least 
one trusted adult within 

our school buildings. 



Next Steps:

❑ Add something to what you are already doing
❑ Continue SEL Grade Level Meetings
❑ Share successes
❑ Continue learning 



Optimistic Closure

What is one takeaway that 
you will try tomorrow?



Thank you!


