
What are School Letter Grades?

School letter grades, much like student letter grades, provide a snapshot of how 
your school is doing in meeting the state’s expectations for learning and compares 
those results over time. The School Letter Grades rating system will annually assign 
schools with an A-F letter grade to help the public easily understand how our 
schools are doing. School letter grades are updated annually.

How are Letter Grades Determined? 

There are several factors that determine letter grades. These include student 
achievement and academic growth measures for all schools, as well as a measure 
of college and career readiness just for high schools. 

Schools will receive a sub-score for each of the key components, ranging from levels 
1-5. Each sub-score will be multiplied by a weight based off the grade band to 
create a total score, which will then be used to determine the school’s letter grade. 

How Can I Get Involved?
Everyone can play a role in supporting 
the success of our students and the 
success of our schools. Engage with your 
local school by talking to your student’s 
teachers or principal about how to 
support student learning, and check out 
these additional helpful resources: 
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Joseph Brown Elementary is consistently implementing RTI, classroom remediation, 
TN All Corp tutoring groups, and offers summer school.

Joseph Brown Elementary School

C

5 Things Parents Need to 
Know about A-F Letter Grades

Best For ALL Central

TCAP Family Portal

tn.gov/education/SchoolLetterGrades

INDICATOR LEVEL WEIGHT SCORE DESCRIPTION

Achievement 2 50% 1
Student achievement is an indicator of how well all the 
students in your school meet academic standards for a subject 
at their grade level as measured by the state TCAP test.  

Growth 3 40%  1.2 Student growth is an indicator of how well the students in your 
school are doing, compared to their peers across the state. 

Growth of 
Highest Need 

Students
3 10%  0.3

The second measure of growth is of the school’s highest need 
students—those who rank in the school’s bottom 25% of 
students based on achievement— which emphasizes the need 
for schools to focus on supporting these students.

Total Score:

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/school-letter-grades/A-F_5ThingsToKnow_Infosheet_Parents.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/school-letter-grades/A-F_5ThingsToKnow_Infosheet_Parents.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/reading-360/R360_2023_1-Pager_Print.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/reading-360/R360_2023_1-Pager_Print.pdf
https://bestforall.tnedu.gov/hub/families
https://familyreport.tnedu.gov/login
https://bestforall.tnedu.gov/hub/families
https://familyreport.tnedu.gov/login
https://www.tn.gov/education/SchoolLetterGrades

