Mapleton focuses on
Student Success Act forums

BY JARED ANDERSON
SusLAW NEWS

Mapleson School District s in
the process of pgathering opin-
lans on how it should spend over
S200,000 in funds provided by the
Srudent Success Act, which was
passed by the Oregon legislature
last year In an effor o improve &
varlety of lssaes within the state's
schonl districts, from class sizes to
the mental health of students.

Upcoming meetings will be held
on Monday, Feb. 24, at the Dead-
wood Grange, with food being
served at 530 pom. and discussion
beginning ot & On Tuesday, Feb.
25, the discussion maoves o Magple-

ton High Schiol, with snacks again
being served at ;30 with discus-
sion starting at 6.

"We're hoping for people to
come out and give us important
input and feedback to help the
district serve our students better,”
wild Mapleton Superintendent fodi
Ohisra

The district has already been
holding mectings throaghoat the
manth of February, the first of
which was held on Feb, 12 — a
student-only discussion where the
students were able to speak freely
regarding how they thought 554
funding shoald be sent, and their
feelings an the school in general,
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That m‘ul:irlg wad Tollawed

#taff and higild ooy communi-
e OMara said. 1 wad really

ap by a ity meeting
in Swisshome last Toesday,
“There were 12 compuniiy
enembers and three district
ntaff that attended, which we
were thrilled 1o have come give
Inguit” OMara said, adding
hat the district has heen eager
gather cammanity ingut on

heart g. Everyone had
!ud'lgrul and diverse bdeas”

A wide wariety of wpics
wire discussed, from intro-
ducing new programs in the
schoal 1o strengthening exist-
ing omies, sich ag the “Beyond
Mi" program.
“Career Technical Educs-
tion (CTE) was a big conversa
tiom, bringing hack wondshop,
bringing i people from the
communily thal have those
sltills that they i teach the
ks the superintendent said.

Creating & sustained CTE
pragram is something the dis-

ot sugrproen aur kids and our

tricl & ang on Right now
anly ane class is offered, intro-
ductsn bo business, though

the dissrict has had dsfficulties
fimding other instrisctars,

“When we lost sur wood-
shop teacher four years agn,
we hve pot been able so find
sreone to replecs them.”
O Mara sadd.

One of the difficultes is
Neding mdividuals who can
be cemifid] 10 weach CTE
which can be a complicated

process.

“In order to get @ teacher
certified in CTE, they have 1o
either already have a teaching
ficense, ar be a tradesperson
who has a certam sumber of
years of experience In that
fiehd” O'Miara sid. "And then
Lane EXIY works with us to get
them certified and to follow
thee pregram of ahsdy oo get
certified”

For nearby Sivslow School
District and the majarity of
wchools in Cregon, geiting
simeong o go theough thal
process 16 challenging. Far a
rural diserict lke Mapheton, it
can be impossible

Instesd, the disirict is look-
ing ot alternative ways (o baild
a CTE program.

“Wete actually working
with Lane Community Col-
lepe and Lane EXD o a CTE
revitalieation that s in the
works o have programs of
study ihat are about two or
threw wreks long” (FMara
maicl, “They acunlly come 1o
your site and teach o program
af study, like becaming a me-
chamic”

The shadents coald travel to
the places of business (o take
part in a truncated appremtice-
ship prograny, or they could
take classes an dissricis lke
established CTE program.

For mast schools, finding
the time o iravel for such
programs would be an e,
bt for the four-day a week
Mapleion disarict, this could
be a4 perfect appartunity for
wiudents 1o take part in the
[PrOgrm.

In both the student and
community discussbons, one

p—

nfhhmtpmnund'lr:uut
was the instiution of Friday
schacl

come b Friday schoel, it conld
help bring in a limited nuam-
ber of teachers on a mtation
ihy hout the momth. For

Last yeaz, Mapletan teach-
er Low Harnes, along with
High School Principad Bren-
da Moyer. began apening up
the schoal on Fridays. Initial-
Ty, they began showing ap an
Fricday msormings 1o work an
prip, bl the day woon grew
1o be an opportumity to help
stodents.

Huwever, the unodficial day
has had some deawhacke. Re-
sources are limiled, with no
hus service to the district an
Friday and am Inconsisten-
oF a8 to when

times when teschers would
not astend, homewaork  es-
signments could be set asde
for students who may have
missed clagses,

Reganbing  transportation.
thee dhistrict could rum limited
bus pickup. Instead of door
to donor, they cnald run snow
route locations, phcking up
students from a fiw selea
poinis fuch as the Swisshome
Post Office and the Deadwood
Comntry Market.

issue that the sdmi i
is aware of and working oo
O Mam said

“That's acually cme of nus
goads in our plan. i soene-
thing we've been working on)
for two years pow — mpma
ing the quality of the food’]

I}nurncy.muuud:ﬂ&dm
remodel would hri

staff decide to
corme i While
the lisnined
sl s shle to
heloe  certaln
subjects,  they

“I's all about being able to provide the
best education for the students, And that
can create hard decisions”

— Mapleton Superintendent Jodi 0'Mara

don't have the

knenwledgge base w0 belp st
dents with every dass the high
school effers.

The district applied for &
grant to bolster the program.
but were denied. However,
554 funds could be used for
Friday schoal.

“1 ke it's & oo eqiporns-
nity for kids v com in and &-
b get help on the wark that
they missed i the week, and
aben just o make it fun)” sald
funior Hiather Wieriche, “Da
extra schoaling stulll but out-
side of schoal, Like fiedd trips,
| think. I think Friday sheald
be outside schnol where we go
anut do womething, bat make it
2 learning experience; oo, Mot
st 1o Bave fum, you keaw?”

A majority of e 20 sns-
dents who attended the form
were sapporiive ol instifuting
Friday school, as long as the
issizes could be worked oat,

“Hy absolubely  Soable”
OMiara wid afterwand. *But il
we had Priday school with our
554 dollars, it would be every
week, And | could probably
g0 out om a limb and say this
would even be during prodes-
sivml develapment Fridays.
That's hiww importamt we're
hearing that it 4"

‘While 58A femding could
not pay for the entire staff 1o

It conild also belp with the
CTE component.

“On Tisesday, T talked fo
the
Mara sald "What they're
looking at doing, becaase
they're also 2 four-day-a-
week school, is two Fridays a
munth, calling them CTE ex-
petience daye They're taking
a b o deop kids off so they
can have & day-long expern-
ence in a bosiness™

Shie saiidd these opporiinithe
could include visiting LOCE
main campus in Eugene o
tnar available programs or vis-
iting small businesses like Bls
loe Cream in Florence (o kearn
abamt the creamery.

“It doesnl take them out of
core classes during the week,
ince s Fridig OMara sald
1 bove that idea”

One of the biggest lsues
that the students felt S84
fands could help with was
improving the qualty of food
served at the district.

'Thu'l.‘mh‘].dlu‘fmﬂrﬂﬂlt
up st sefisse to eat the fond
here” said freshman Kianma
Moody, "By skipping meals,
VO LA creale an eating disor-
der, which we don't want”

554 Fonding could not be
used for improving the quality
af schoal food, though its an

Da.hid.pmpmmﬂmt_‘ ﬁ.md.l.ni.

ibe same. The schood had
o more with alresaly limi

iy whal our ter is, what il
looks ke OMara sadd, stat-
ing that the district was openy
1o pmggestions from the com-
ity and sudints.

During the student furam,
the sudents
that even if 854 funds coul
b wased for food services, thiy
limited funds woulda't be sz
tainable, o they began cam:
“qmmmmﬂm

“Having o bigger Farm
Tahle class and growing
and veggies might help,
buying lecal” Moody sid.
know some things you cani)
div hocaogs you have 1o ar

said, *1 would like i say that

alk



think what auir school district
can do s 1o support our stu-
dents in school, is to go down
on our two-hour hlock peri-
ods. With one-howr classes,
it helps aur brains think crit-
ically faster than having two-
hour classes. Our brains will
be less functioning in & two-
hour block period so people
will not want to come. 50 we
can cut that down to one hour

After Moso spoke, students
around him clapped and
cheered at the idea.

The problem that many
students had with the block
schedules was not only that
the hours seemed to drag, but
it was often difficult to get fully
imlved with a subject twice a
week, instend of every day,

(FMara said that the district
would be willing to work on
changing the schedule,

“Absolutely,” she said. "The
schedule changing, thats not
a deal breaker, It hard when
you have class Monday first
peried and you don't have it
again until Wednesday first
period”

One of the main goals of
554 funds is to reduce class
siges, though there was de-
bate among the students as to
whether or not that was nec-
esgary. Some students took
issue with class sizes being too
small, while another student
pointed out that the geome-
try class seemed overcrowded
with 30 students.

“Part of that is due to the
requirements for the state, and
where our kids are al right now
in math.” O'Mara explained,

While the majority of Ma-
pleton's classes hover around
15-20 students, every once in
a while, when a group of stu-
dents need to take a required
class to graduation, the sizes

“When all our kids need
[peometry to graduate, boom,
ltheres 30 kids in class.’ she sabd.

Hiring more math teachers
is a difficult balancing act fior
the school, While an additional

acher may reduce the size of

it would further de-
ferease class sizes with already
low numbers.

“It's nat that we arent want-

ing to hire more staff to sup-
port our kiddos, but right
now it's hard to fustify hiring &
lteacher when you have a class
fof 30 in geometry, but the rest
jof pur classes are low num-
[bers,’ she said.
Class size and resources is
jaksn an issue with special edu-
jcation, a concern that the stu-
idents also brought up. Some of
lthe smdents questioned wheth-
ler or ot the district even had a
fmpecial education program, as
some of the students they knew
Iwith special needs ended up at-
lending different schiools,

"W have special education
students here, whether they're

jand support,’ O'Mara clarified
fafterward, “Though there are
times when students are better
jerved in other schools, there
tare somme high needs special ed-
ucation students that we have
iplaced in programs outside of
four district”
The reason for this is a com-
lbination of limited resources
in the rural area, and a limited
number of students with spe-
icial education needs,
Depending on what a partic-
ular student needs, a wide vari-
lety of resources can be needed
It help students be suocesaful
"Sometimes they have oc-
lcupational therapists, speech
therapists, physical therwpists
jor communication specialists)”
IO Mara explained,
Fut a lot of those resources
arent available in Mapleton
ike they are in other schools.
“The programs that we send
kids to at times ane behav-

counselors and clinical sodal
workers, as well as very struc-
tured behavior plans to help
manage students, with the goal
of getting stadents back into
their home schools™
While Mapleton could in-
vest in hiring those types of
positions, there are then issues
with how many studenis woubd
actually need those services.
“If we were to offer more
programs here, one of the huge
negatives is that there are no
peers, O'Mara said. “Their
peers are regular ed kids, in-
stead of special ed kids. That
relational piece is important”
Bering around students with
similar experiences is import-
ant for growth and indepen-
dence. That's not to say that
the district moves all special
education students o other
areas; the vast majority do stay
in Mapleton and work with the
special education teacher the
dlistrict employs.
“Its all about being able 1o
provide the best education fir
the student. And that can cre-
ate hard decisions” O'Mara
said,
Improving social emotional

needs for all students is a large
part of S5A funding goals,
and within the student and
community discussions, these
issues dominated the comver-
sations.

"That includes ensuring
that our teachers and staff are
trained to support oor kids”
O'Mara said. *Theres a catch-
phrase, ‘trauma informed care’
It nod just where therds one
major trauma that happens in
a student’s life, its the constant
trauma that & lot of our families
deal with. Whether thats pov-
erty or food insecurity, whether
that's homelessness or a loss of
job, & boss of famiby. We want to
‘make sure our staff understand
wheere our kids come from, and
how we suppart them.”

While funds from 55A are
desigmed to create a frame-
work to support those needs,
many of the issues brought up
in the student discussion were
beyond what $200,000 could
accomplish — school bullying,
communication with staff and
what opportunities  students
feel they have after they grad-
uate.

“While not all of the com-

ments and the stuff here fits
into the buckets of 554 dollars,
need to Hsten to (5" O'Mara
sabd.

In next weeks edition, the
Siuslaw  News will examine
how students feel about those
issues as we give the students
the floos letting them speak
openly about their issues at the
small, rural school.

“It will actually help, not just
only us as individuals, {t will
show parents and everybody
what we see behind the walls of
the school,” said student Phillip
Burnest.




|Listening to the voices of Mapleton HS

By JARED ANDERSON
SiusLAaw NEWS

"Mapleton, for the longest time,
been that school that no one
es anywhere, Mapleton High
chool student Phillip Burnett said.
He mentioned the 1999 film
MOctober Sky”
“Anybody ever see that movie?”
asked the four other students
gitting next  to

the students from being totally
honess,” said Swe Wilson from Lane
Education Service District (ESD),
wha helped organize the student
discussion.

The purpose of the meeting was
o discuss $205,000 in new fund-
ing from the Student Success Act
(55A), Contingent on receiving the
funds is a series of community dis-
cussions to gain input on how the

SSA forum allows students to discuss district's big issues

body copies, and allow the discos-
sion to mature within the walls of
the school and beyomnd.

While some of the statements
made by students can seem harsh,
the kids in the room also realized
that their words were based on
their own experiences; while one
student may have noticed an issue,
it was not always indicative of the
whole. The full story surrcunding

individual experi-

m. “Basically, it

ences is never fully

sacoal mining 1S important for us, as a small, rural school dis-  p00n by the ma-
own. Onee you  trict, to honestly listen to the voices from our com-  jority
raduated  high  munity — parents, students, families and community ~ The one thing
hool. you were  poembers, I am so excited to hear how we can better 1ha! was clear was
ki coal miner. You that to make pro-
iy serve our students. Only through these open, honest :
idnt  go  any- ductive  change,
here, you smyed  20d thoughtful conversations can we truly create a g, conversation
e Thats kind hetter learming environment for our students and our  had 1o start some-
Fwhat Mapleton  community.” where,
is. It's a "You stay "It's important

ere’ type of town.

— Mapleton Superintendent Jodi O'Mara

for us, as a small,

re Are  sOme
hat make it out, but very few”

That's when student Opal Bur-
uss shook her head in agreement,

“A very long time ago, it was re-
ally a logging town,” she said. "But

hen industry left Mapleton, the
people that could leave, left. And
khe people that couldn't, or chose to
stay, staved. And lots of times those
people werent the ones with all the
fricinsey, or the resources to keep go-
ing in a good direction.”

Resources were the topic of dis-
ussion af Mapleton High School
ori Feb, 12 as 20 students sat in
groups of five, discussing topics
nging from bow attendance at the
school to the culture of Mapleton as
ja town. The discussions were com-
letely student-run, with school
administrators leaving the room 10
minutes into the discussion to en-
sure their presence wouldn't "keep

muoney should be spent.

During the student meeting, a
variety of topics were discussed
that could be either funded fully by
55A or supplemented. from school
on Friday for the traditional four-
day district, to Career Technical
Education (CTE) programs, These
toples were discussed in last Satur-
day’s edition of the Susbaw News
{Feb, 22).

However, there were multiple
topics brooght up by the students
that could not be addressed with
funding. These included student/
parent relationships, 1o what it’s
like being a student in-a rural high
school These issues will take a lon-
ger. community wide discussion to
find solutions for.

The process is simple: Let the
kids speak, print the words in the
Stuslaw News, provide the student

rural school dis-
trict, to honestly listen to the voloes
from our community — parents,
students, families and community
members,” O'Mara said. “T am so
excited to hear how we can better
serve our students. Only through
these open, honest and thoughthul
conversations can we truly create
4 better learning environment for
our siudents and our communiy”

Absenteeism and Graduation

Mapleton junior || Neece opened
up the discussion at his table by
getting introductions.

"lam AJ Moso, I'm a junior and |
attend Mapleton High School”

"My name i Trinity Holmes
and I'm a sendor at Mapleton High
School”

“I'm Landon Peck and I'm a mid-
dle schoober”

See STUDENTS page 54
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“I'm Kiana Moody, I'm a
freshman at Mapleton High
School”

Il began with an opening
question, provided by Lane
ESD.

“Owver the past six years,
an average of 25 percent
of Mapleton students were
chronically absent,” he read.
“Among the six graduating
classes, an average of 20 per-
cent of Mapleton students did
not graduate on time. Among
the last six third-grade co-
horts, an average of 27 per-
cent of Mapleton students
demonstrated proficency on
third-grade ELA state testing
benchmarks"

Some of the stmdents
seemed surprised by Lane
ESI¥s numbers.

“So the question is, ‘Based
on your school experience,
what is causing low atten-
dance and late graduation,
and what can oor district do
to help support all students
to attend and succeed?™ ]
asked, "That's kind of an open
question”

He asked Trinity if she had
any initial thoughts. While
she was unsure on atien-
dance, she did have an opin-
ion on late graduation.

“In my grade right now,
I'm the only one who passed
the math, reading and writing
for the state testing,” she said.
“So everybody has to do work
samples. Part of it is, they
just dont know how to do
that. And they also just click
throwgh on the state testing
and stulf, so | know that's part
of it Also, my sisters didn't
know the months of the year
until gixth grade, because
I taught them that. [ think
they need to prioritize more
things, and go over more
things, if that makes sense”

Later, ]| pressed Trinity for
clarification on state testing,

"They just click through
it, and then they just have to
do work samples” she said,
“Thats also partially why
they are not graduating, Some
people get mad they don't
kmow how to actually do the
math.”

Kiana added, "Depending
on what grade you're in, they
give you a paper in the mail to
opt out of state testing, | don't
fenow if that's a state thing or
just the school or whatever,
but T know the kids that do
opt out of state testing aren't
prepared for the state testing
they missed”

She knew this from her
own experience, having opted

out of the state test one year.

“The next vear the test had
changed, and I had no idea
what it would be like. It was
totally different and 1 feel like
1 did a lot worse, I feel like if
you didn't have the option to
opt out of testing, it would
Just be better”

Throughout the conversa-
tion, AJ was carefully writing
his response on a worksheet.

“Okay, so I can say some-
thing while he’s thinking," 1]
said. “Since you didn't talk
about the attendance, | think
I have something for that —
block schedules. 1 know a lot
of the lkids here didnt like
that. We could change it from
a bock schedule 1o four days
of the week, one-hour class-
es. | know it kind of sucks to
have block schedules. Two
hours, every moming, the
same class, every other day.
It gets old. 1 feel like kids get
bored and thats why they
don't come”

In the last issue of the
Stuslaw News, O'Mara stat-
ed that the district is always
open to changing the sched-
ule, and that they will work
with the students on finding
the best one to fit their needs.
Its & sentiment the students
wiill most likely appreciate, as
all of the students at the tahle
agreed the schedule needed
to change.

That inchuded AJ, who read
his written statement so other
tables could hear him.

“What I would like to say is
that 1 think what our school
district can do is to support
our students in school, is to
go down on our two-hour
block periods.” he stated. "Be-
cause with onc-hour classes,
it helps our brains think crit-
ically faster than having two-
hour classes. Cur brains will
be less functioning in a two-
hour block period so people
will not want to come.”

Students at another group,
who overheard AJ, began to

clap and cheer at the sugges-|
thon, He turned to them, ask-
ing. “You like that?”

The students laughed,
agrecing.

Behavioral, Safety and
Social/Emational Needs
After an allotted time w

given on the first subject, th
students were asked to swi
moderators to help the st
dents hear a variety of view-
points. At |I5 table, Lando
and Kiana remained, whil
ninth-graders Mason Flans-
berg and Evelyn Mchfaster]
eined the group.

The topic of discussion fo
this round had to do with
survey that asked students
they agreed with the follow-
ing statement: “5taff at thi
school are meeting my be-
havioral and social/emotion
needs”

According to Lane ESD, for
Mapleton's  elementary st
dents, 39 percent said some-
times and 56 percent sal
abways. For middle schoo
and high school students, 1
percent said almost never,
percent said sometimes an
30 percent said always.

The second staternent: "
feel safe and welcome at thi
school”

For elementary studen
28 percent sabd sometim
while 72 percent said alwa
For middle school and hig
school students, 14 percen
sald almost never, 32 percen
said sometimes, and 46 per-|
cent said always,

“There is a question on it
|1 said. "Based on your schoo
experience, what might b
causing people to answer thi
way, and what can our distri
do to better support the emo-
tional well-being of our stu-|
dents?" S0 is there anythi
anybody has to say right
the bat?™

After a moment,
spoke up.

See FORUM page 64
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“1 guess family issues and
Inswes. Just trost lssues in
;" she said. "Because if
don't talk to your family,
you don't trust adubts
anything like that. You
et trust issues and you don't
how o feel”
17 asked why students in the
ementary school fell more
and emotionally secure
middle and high schoal-

“Because they're litthe and
't have anything to be
afrald of” Landon sald.

Evelyn added, “They're in-
nocent and they doo't really
understand, They don't really

derstand the concept of life,

just think everythings
and pretty and colorful

d great But in high school

d middle school, you'ne
fin reality and have so much
meore pressure. In clementary,
[ty re easy on vou, you domt
have much homewore You
aren’t that stressed out Mid-
dle and high school, its more
stressfil, especially  because
fheres people judging you.
People judge you a lot”

As the discussion moved
on, Evelyn later clarified her
COdTiTETis.

“In middle school, you feel
like you'e getting fudged a lot
st because you're trying to

in and change. Especially
from middle school
elementary. In elementary,
don’t really care what oth-
people think about you. But
middle school, you're kind
looking arpund at people
land especially high schoolers.
|l'{ou see that they're more ma-
#0 you Ly to change into
t. But youre scared that
are going to judge you
feave you because you're

ng and stufl”

N1 asked if students were

judgmental in middie

"l feel it's more judgmental,”

said. "1 feel like most of

girls try and be perfect and

iT and they want to fit in,

in middle school you

o fit in because you're

to It But in high schoal,

}m kind of like, 'Eh, who cares
Iatﬂ:l.lspulnl.

Il asked Mason if he had
something to add,

“I feel like the older you
get, the higger the change gets
between things,’ said Mason.
“Like your opinions. Theres
a really big change. Theres a
lot of stull going on with, like
politics and stuff, that some
people are really interested in
and some people really aren't
And theres a really big change

on”

11 looked to clarify the com-
ment, “So whal you're saying
is that as you get old, you're
exposed to more things in life,
and you start developing opin-
ions from experiences in life,
really. Would you say that re-
sults in a higher stress level? *

“Sometimes,” Mason said.

“Why would that make you
feel, not unsafe, but not emo-
tionally supported?” asked JT.

Mason  replied, “Cause
some people kind of feel like
their opinion Is the one that
they need to sthck o

Axthat poit, the discussion
moved toward trust between
staff and students.

"1 think that trust ties into
the emational stability of stu-
dents” 1] said *Wot stability
but meeting emotional needs.
You have to have a refation-
ship with the stall member for
you to feel emotionally stable
or safe.”

Kiana shared her point of
view. "There used to be staff
members that students felt
comfortable with, but now
theres a bunch of new stalf
members. So its going to take
time fior the kids to get com-
fortable with them. | mean,
there’s a few that have been
here for & couple of years. But
even al that, theres still no
built wp trust between them.
We don'i really know them
personally, either”

She gaid she felt frustrated,
adding, “T don’t know what 1
was trying to say with that*

“You were just trying to say,
new staff members means a
new buildup of trust. Its hard-
er to trust new people,” J] said.

As moderaton, 1] sabd he felt
that the students hadn't really
answered the question directly
despite the discussion thos far,
&0 he read it again,

“We didrt talk about how

we can fix it Kidna polnted
out,
Landon said, “We could
train teachers to be more un-
derstanding, [ guess”

Kiana then spoke about
mandatory reporting of ind-
dents, and how sometimes a
small issue could be "blown
out of proportion” during
some incldences while, at oth-
€r limes, more pressing lssues
were sometimes d

“I think that this not onby
contribates to the safety of the
school” Kiana said. "From my
personal  experiences, when
vou go to the staff about an
issue that you're having with
— let's just say other stu-
dents— nothing really gets
done. ¥ kind of like a slap
on the wrist, 'Oh, they'll do
better next time’ They give
them multiple chances, but its
niever really fixed | feel like
that's what causes some kids 1o
not feed safe at the school and
might feel pressured and not
emotionally comfortable in
the school”

11 respectfully asked, “What
do you mean by problems?
Like, when you go up to a staff
member and tell them a prob-
lem, do yoo mean bullying?”

"For the most part, bully-
i, Kiana said “Mapieton
isn't really known as the bul-
Iying school, becanse nobody
really says anvthing about it
But 1 know that there is bul-
Iying happening because ev-
erybody knows that if you go
to the staff about it, nothing
is going to happen. So then
people try and stop it within

themselves”

"And it gets worse,” Landon
added.

“And you get in trouble for
stopping the situation,” Kiana
said.
“Yeah, and its lke if the
schools nat going 1o do any.
thing about it then ..." Landon
said, trailing off. ] looked at
Mason.

"Magon, you gotta talk,
man. What do you think
about bullying?™ I asked.

Alter a pause, Mason sim-
phy said, "It sucks™

I tried 1o get him 10 open
up more, acking him 1o ex-
plain mare.

“Theres more stuff going
on between people, like fam-
ity member issues or some-
thing going on outside,” Ma-
son said. “They're bringing it
in and being mean o people
tor mike them feel better”

JI nodded, "S0 you think
kids take thelr life outside
of school and bring it (nto
school, and then take it out
on other kids”

Mason nodded his head,

"Okay, | get what you're
saying,” [] said.

At that point, the students
took @ break to move onto
the nex| lopic — an in-depth
conmversation about academ-
fcs.

In this % edition
{Feb, 29) of the Siwslaw News,
the students will voice their
thoughts on student/teacher
relations, and how each one is
responsible for making learn-
ing successful at the Mapleton
School District.




By JARED ANDERSON
SIusLAw NEws

On Feb. 12, a group of 20 stadents
t Mapleton High School gathered
discuss the state of the school dis-

Inte groups of five to go over
variety of issues, from absentee-
to the behavioral and emotional
of students.

The purpose: students were to
gh in on how the district should
d owver $200,000 o will be re-

he voices of Mapleton H

last year One of the stipulations of
recetving the funds is that districts
across the state hold public meetings
ta give input on how the funds were
spent. One of Mapleton's first meet-
imgs was held to gain student input
in an open, honest and non-con-
frontational way.

In the past two editlons of the
Simslaw News, the results of those
conversations have been looked at,
from Mapleton students feelings on
Friday school, to the state of school
lunch. There were also a number
of issues that could not be directly
fised by the funds, incuding top-
bcs ranging from school bullying to
state testing. In this final part of this

serbes, the students give their feel-
ings on the relationship between
students and teachers in the dis-
trick

By the time the students had got-
ten o that topic, they had zlready
been through two rounds of dis-
cussions. Each group was led by &
student, in this case junior [] Neece.
On the topic of academics, he was
joined by students Phillip Burnett,
Micayla Flansberg, Opal Burruss
and Stewart Clifton.

But before the discussion began,
Sue Wikon from Lane Education
Service District (ESDY), who helped
organize the student discussion and
is helping the district facilitate S5A

Part Il — Forum allows students
to discuss district’s bug issues

conversations, shared an observation.

“I just have to say 1 love students,”
she said. “Two different tables ac-
knowledged that the group here,
while maybe representative of the
school, maybe doesn’t inclede some
voices that probably need to be here
to answer this question. And that's
deep feedback”

She stated that it was the respon-
sibility of the students involved, and
of the community in general, to get
the opinions of those unheard voices
tor the district.

“Take these questions to them
and ask, “What would you sayt”
And then share their voice forward.

See VOICES page 74
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WOLCES from page 1A

Mo guys are benders on this
campas who have besn give
en permisshon o do that. I
OO YO8 Wene
inking of when those com-
ts were shaned, you hive
every right to talk 1o them
and say, “"We needed 1o hear
rwhat you had to say) and then
bring that back 1o leadership”
whe said,
With that, the time was
areed over ta the students.

ACADEMICE
The datapoint of the dis-
icassian staried with the state-
i “The school i meeting

academb: poeds.”
According (o Lape ESD,
percent of eementary stu-
5 sadd “sometimes,” while
perceid sl "always” For
and high school stu-

high students, 14 porcent gaid
“almast never] 48 percen
sail “sometimes” and 20 per-
cent said “dlways”

1 doe't think therds mid-
dle schnolers bere, so we
don't meed 1o talk aboat that
urless you gays want 10 ]
sl “With the second paint,
the elementary smudents sabd
‘meves) which 1 agreed with,
1 think, becamse elementary
Kiids don't et 28 many appor-
tunities. But middie schoal
anl high school i 48 percent
‘sometimes, which [ don't

ansswer this way and how can
we bmprove instrectkon, en-
rchment and intervention?™
The stisdents had some
questions about what words
lke “enrichment and loter-
vention” actually meant, be-
fore Crpal pulmrthan#d_
“Mumber ane, I'm not sure
that this data is completely
correct, she sald, “Becsuse

- o thing, this is @ surviry, and

some penple definitely don't
anwer hansstly on these sr-

- vy questions. | knew that for

ot
‘Her second paint had w do

with enrichment,

“Laots of times, mar schinal
bas been known, and is irying
o get better but it’s mot there
yel I just doess’t have the
apporiunities and aptiong for
thee kil thst really want to do
witll and sacceed and go on to
Bke, a I'Elﬂfpnd cnl]rpnr
do spmething much bigger
than going 1o LCC or some-
thing” she said

Micayla tared the con-
versation to how teschers
communicate lessons 1o the
shudents.

“I think teschers kind of
put @il ap on a8 board and
theyre kike, "That’s how you
do ity do thar, here you go”
she waid, “They need to go
into depth with what we need
o o wnd kind of like teach it
o ms, mob just pat it apon a
board and be like, “There you
g that's what you da™

N wsked, “So you think
teachers should have moee
ane-on-one!”

°l think they shoubd be
better teachers,” Micayla re-
sponded.

1 murned 1o Phillip for his
coenments, o which he said,
"I going to make sure i
it vy For you, because
i'lpn‘tnbel.ﬁtmurc.'

He addressed the academic
needs guestion.

i likee, if they do something
wrong or if we have trouhle
with our assignment. that we
should come 1o them and
check wp on it instead of
aruggling through by our-
ebres”

11 asked, *Tho you think the
assignuments are o0 hard, oo
enayl”

Opal felt that a lot of the
teachers in the school were
an the same page when it
cume bo the difficalty of as-
sagnmeTla.

“I Feel like there are a few
teachers that are trying to
push the students i their
own individual ways, 1 do
their work ard the like. snd
are trying to step up the aca-
demic level and help the sha-
dents want to sncceed, suc-
ceed” she said.

Huoweves, there were some
teachers that could use a Hitle

halp.

“1 feel Dk thent are atber
mdunrh-.l!l.r:nnlrlnl.r'
that in a good, produscrive
way. Or not trying to do that,
And so | think all teachers
neted 1o get on the same page
andl say, ‘Hey, there are some
clagses that we need o make
advanced  casses] aml ev-
ery teacher should be able to
teach un advanced class. Like,
have the ahility to let the sia-

i

tap you on the hand ‘Oh
yeah, you're okay” she sald.

11 pointed out, “Sometinies
that's required, though™

“well, tapping your stu-
dent on the hand and saying
T okay! but you're halding
other srudents to & ligher
standard,” Micayla sasd. “That
ﬁmﬂdrﬁlh.ln:m'

"I think sametimes differ-
ent students have dafferent
peeds”  Opal added.  “Bat
teachers should be careful
aied know what those needs
are and make sure they're
helping the students’ needs.
And H a student comes 1o
them and is like, “This is nol
oy, why ane yous doing this!
they should have a reason
and he able to explain that fo
s, In & way that doesn’t pat
the other stadents’ privacy in

danger’

Phillip brought the discus-
son back absenteciam and
pradudiion raies, which ihe
students had descussed sarlser
im the meeting,

“I'm going to te these in-
gether” he said “Some of
those times when stadents
don't graduate on tme is
ki of because of the bk of
teachers carimg, Also, being
du'nmu.ﬂ'r.lh:rl,d'my.l.hdf
Isn't going w be graded amy-
way, why should I be here?”

—

o subiject, and they've stud
fed that in college. Sa
what they're going 1o

But an elementary te
hewever, goes through it
S0 it makes enrichment a
harder, But alsa, when you'
an elementary kid, is kin
of Bke your goiden days.

survey, Edon think they'd re-
ally understand”

“Or take it serioush
waid

“Or understand  hall
wards thal are on this” Mic-
ayta sid. "1 don't even
whal enrbchment means, an
Fen i 10t grade”

The table lusghed.

Stewart added that the el
etertary students aren’t "o
1o where we'ne ab as o what
Thappening in life”

“Experiencesy” 11 said. fol

the district, Chpal Broaght

discussion back to teachers.
Al the tenchers that

at oviar achoal had o st lesst

|l1.mu|h m]le!e..l.nd:lhu'l

lo an extrn one or two

of schoal to get a teacher’s 1i

—




“We have some teachers in
this schood, and I'm not guing
o name names, that smply
deain't grade thelr stuff. And it
really hurts us as people that
want bo do spaorts or sudf after
schoal. | want ta be shle o go
hame ard ot have our par-
ents yell ar us because, “Why
do you have an F?* What do
vou mean | have an F? "Well
it’s hecamse you didet herm in
this. that and that' | did tarm
that in, thouwgh. "Well it says
here that youa dide't’ And yoa
cone to find mat, your teacher
isit dokng thelr job. Or they
I ot weork. A it's bk, 1
il this, bat Pl happily do i
again’ And it fust makes it to
whare you always go it theee
with a negative vils"

Il asked, "5 you think ar-
ganization is 2 big part of that
tond™

Micayls quickly enswered
yew, followed by Philkip.

“Teachers harp on w for
oegamimtion, bui they don’t
follow through. They're kind
of being hypoerites on that”
hee said.

Opal, whose father, Low,
teaches w the school, gave &
moge nuanced view,

“The teachers that we have
wre gorina maks mistakes.” she
sl “We make mistakes and
we Ionse our staff, or we forget
L muarin i i, Bt 1 think it geta
ter i point where if yoa bose
tom of kids' assignanenits over
and oves, that’s mot righe”

The cther students agreed,
o which poimt Opal pointed
to student responaibility 1o
help salve the problem,

“Ome thing my parents al-
ways taught me wag o advo-
cate for voursell she said, "If
wou hiave a problem with the
assignmient, you need o go to
the teacher and el them and
e;q:lq,ln o dbem in 6 rekson-
shle way. Mot like, This 15 a
harrible assigrment, why did
you assign this, this i stupid.
Your have 1o do it in & real-
ly reasonable way, But like, 1
think the teachers shouald be
explaining to ws that we need
to advecate for ourselves snd

bt iy

dends wha wani fo saccesd,
succeed, and keep working.
I dooel lihoe ax Mgpleton, fior so
mamy years. the students wha
have struggled have rightfully
potten a ot of attemtion, but
thie shaderns that hove wanted
to succeed have not gotien the
gams amount of attention.”

Il nodded his head, saying,
“That’s a really good podnt™

Stewart, who  described
himself ae & quit person, was
asked by 17 if he had anyvihing
1o say.
“1 still don’ h.l.n.rcl.n}rlﬁ.lq
to sa” he said to laughter at
the table, “Acuaally, | gaes
oo thing 1 bave 1o agree with
is on Phillips end, because
some of the teachers deon’t
really grade any of the work.
They dont look at it and
there's @ teacher thal bas Jost
wark and you have o redo
It ever and over again, [t just
memsen with your head and irfs
il glving you an apportunity
2 all t do anvy sports ar afier
schoal activities”

“That's a good paint” J]
said.

*1 smid someihing, are you
happyt” sdded Stewart s the
athers laughed,

Daiyg THEIR FART

“1 feel like it's karder for the
shuderts 1o succeed in class:
i il the teachers arent do-
ing their part” Micayla said,
“You're bere o karn how t©
do something, what to do,
We're here eight hoars & day,
every day. If our seachers ar-
en't doing their part, bow ane
we suppased o learn what we
need 1o do or baw we'ne sup-
pasid 1o do something with-
it them?™

“So you're just saying ifs
harder fiar students to sacceed
when teachers are heing lazy,
on when they're not trying?”
11 asked.

Micayls thought sbowt it
fior & second.

“home wachers are ke,
“Your're oot atachoal, ith ok,
vaou don't have o do that! Yoa
were sick, when you weren®
really sick. They kind of just

“Why should I put in the
effort?” Micayha echoed.

“Exnctly”  Phillp  said.
“Why should | pat in the ef-
fart, why should 1 be here?
‘Why shouhl 1 even try? That's
why Mapleton for the langest
e has been that schanl that
0 it g0 iy where!

Opal shared her views on
the matier.

"My dad s & teaches she
salld “Teachimg Is really, re-
ally hard. 1 think that being
a good teacher fakes a loi of
effort. Dwodng the hard, hard
wark that teachers have 1o
o b beldp stdents fs 2 roally
hard task, and 1 think some
teachers might not want to do
thiat work while the others da,
Anel | doe't know how you flx
that. Thered a lot of teachers
that are really working hard
tor help students succeed”

All of the siudents nodded
their heads in agreement, ac.
kniowlodging that there are
good teachers 2t Mapleton.

“And they're really putting
In the work 10 help smdenta
po where they're supposed
1o gy’ Opal sadd. “And then [
feel like there are ather teach-
exa that are here to beach kind
of, bt not pul in the work
that's needed, 1 feel like”

“And that tes back to what
you were sying befare, with
suame beachers paiting in the
work for scadembc siorss,
and some aren’s,” Jf sasd.

At that point, [] asked wiy
there were such hig differenc-
e in views on enrichment
services between elementary
and high schoal

“Dho you feed like elementa-
oy wadents don’t bave as qual-
iry beachers, or doyou el ke
‘we just aren’t doing very well
oo surveys?™ he asked,

Phillip thought that 1t was
thed 1o hiver each echoal 1s tra-

“When you have un]:,rone
teacher for the entire day,
muostly, you can oaly go over
s rech” he sadd, "Bl when
vou're in high school and you
have seven teachers a day
that one tescher knews pust

i s

g 8
cense. That’s not the same
some of the goals of the ste

discussion 1ogether, statingy
bl i wan the responaibility
of everyone in the communi-
ty, i district @afl w par-
emin and leadess, tn sappori]
ibe students.

“With some of those teach-
ern, they had a set af goald
that they sccomplished!” b
sl "Some of those teach
ere had somebody thal
probakly backing them ap
way thromgh. Well, it
of hard for stadents 1o do o
same thing when we
have ashults backing them
When the shudents don’t
the backugp up to get 1o
jgoals, it kind of fecls like
adults are bring seblish, in

Ap that paint, the studen
Ienbr v inte different grou
wgain, this time speaking
topics From Friday school
schioal hanch, conversatio

us a individuals, bt it
showe parents and eve
what we see behind the
of the schoal”




