
Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?
A Preview of the New California Assessment System
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Spring 2014 Field Tests 
REVISED



 
State Testing Window is March 18 – June 6, 2014



 
CDE will assign shorter testing windows for each school 
district



 
Participating students will take BOTH an ELA and a 
Mathematics Field Test, AND one performance task



 
Data from this sample will be used to determine item 
reliability and validity and initial performance level scores 



 
No student, school, or district level reports will be produced 



Smarter Balanced Item Types 


 

Multiple Choice with one correct response 



 

Multiple Choice with multiple correct responses 



 

Two-part multiple choice 



 

Matching Tables 

– Yes/No or True/False Tables 



 

Fill-In Tables 



 

Select or order text or graphics 



 

Complex drag and drop 

 Graphing 



 

Equation or numeric response 



 

Short Text 



 

Long Essay 



Examples of Grade 5 Test Items











Example of a Grade 5 Performance Task

















Field Test Benefits



 
Students will have hands-on experience with 
the functionality of a computer-based 
assessment. 



 
Teachers and administrators will gain valuable 
exposure to administration logistics during a 
trial run. 



 
School districts will benefit from having 
learned where technology gaps may exist and 
then can fully prepare for operational 
assessments.
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