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Scope of Study

2

• Total and grade level characteristics
• Geographic distribution
• Alternative providers

Enrollment Trends

• Population characteristics
• Household tenure and age structure
• Housing supply and occupancy rates

Demographic 
Characteristics

• Current development activity
• Housing market conditions
• Future development potential

Residential 
Development 

Impacts

• District
• Sub-District

Enrollment 
Projections



Sub-District Planning 
Areas
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Unlike school attendance 
areas, grids remain 
consistent over time, 
providing a consistent basis 
for sub-District enrollment 
projections.

To facilitate facility and 
attendance area planning, the 
District is divided into 34 
sub-district planning areas, 
herein referred to as “grids.”



Enrollment Trends
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District enrollment grew at 
a moderate and consistent 
rate during the 2000’s, 
increasing by about 600 
students (19%) and about 
1,400 new housing units.

From 2010 through 2015, 
enrollment declined as 
construction slowed 
dramatically, and lower 
birth rates started to impact 
elementary enrollment.

The same pattern is 
repeating itself now as new 
residential projects have 
been slow to get underway 
and market conditions 
weaken.



Enrollment Characteristics
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Average Enrollment Per Grade
High school 
enrollment had 
consistently been the 
largest group since 
2006/07, but in the 
last two years, the 3-5 
grade group has 
spiked, an echo of the 
K-2 increases from 
2015 through 2019.

Enrollment in the  
K-2 group surged 
during the peak of the 
last housing cycle, but 
has slowly retreated 
as prices and interest 
rates have excluded 
many young home 
buyers.



Distribution of Students
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A slim majority of current 
students (53%), are located in the 
District quadrant east of I-35 and 
south of State Route 92.

Outside the developed portions of 
the City of Kearney, and near the 
community of Holt, students are 
scattered across a large area 
making both facility and 
attendance area planning difficult.



2024/25 Enrollment by 
Grid
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Student data aggregated by grid 
shows relatively high 
enrollment density in the City of 
Kearney, but lower density 
elsewhere.

The total count of current K-12 
students by grid is shown on 
this map, but data was collected 
by grade for 2017/18 through 
2024/25 for use in the 
projection model, and for 
facility and attendance area 
planning.



Despite almost no net change in 
total District enrollment during 
the past five years, the map 
shows a shift in enrollment from 
the area east of I-35, and from 
Holt, to the area northwest of 
I-35 and State Route 92 which 
has featured new homes 
affordable to families with 
children.
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2018/19 to 2024/25
Change in 
Enrollment:



Demographic Trends
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45.1% 33.0% 29.6%

30.3% 27.8% 24.3%
Population and housing 
continues to grow, albeit at a 
very modest rate compared to 
the 2000’s.

The share of the population 
under 18 years is still large, but 
is declining, with a notable 
shift toward the older age 
cohorts now evident.

Households headed by persons 
age 65 and over accounted for 
53% of the increase in 
households between 2000 and 
2020.



Birthrates:
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Birth rates in Clay 
County have declined 
by about 23% since the 
start of the Great 
Recession, resulting in 
an 10% decline in the 
number of births since 
2008.

While birth rates have 
continued to fall, the 
number of births in Clay 
County was fairly stable 
between 2016 and 2019, 
but dropped sharply 
again in 2020 and 
modestly in 2021.

Live Births per 1,000 
People Aged 15 to 39



Residential
Development
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About 900 housing units have been 
added in the District over the last 
10 years; all but 92 were single 
family residences.

The increase in single family home 
construction from 2015 through 
2018 substantially exhausted the 
ready supply of lots, causing the 
rate of construction to fall sharply, 
but it has now stabilized due to 
small projects and widespread 
rural development. 



Development
Potential
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The near-term potential is in active 
development projects like 
Greenfield, Noah’s Landing and 
Dovecott, with Stollings Ranch likely 
to be the next large project to get 
underway.

The residential development 
potential of known projects and 
vacant land that could begin 
development during the next ten 
years totals roughly 4,600 units, 
including about 750 units that remain 
in active projects.



Development
Timing
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Other than Stollings Ranch, 
Westwood is the most likely 
project to have new housing 
units in the next five years, as 
well as perhaps Cedar Wood 
West, River Meadows and a 
multifamily project near the 
new I-35 interchange.

The majority of the potential new 
housing units are single family, 
however more multifamily 
projects are expected to emerge.



Projections:
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Housing and Population

About 1,000 new housing 
units were added during the 
2010’s, increasing 
population by 2,500 people 
to a total of 20,104 people, 
according the 2020 Census.

Over 1,900 new homes are 
expected to be added over 
the next ten years; this will 
add about 4,400 new 
residents, with the growth 
being mostly in the second 
half of the projection 
period.



Projections:
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School-Age Population and Enrollment

The school-age population per 
household has been declining 
rapidly since 2010/11, but the 
Enrollment – Population (E-P) 
ratio has been stable.

Current estimates show about 
3,800 school-age persons living 
in the District, and total 
enrollment of about 3,500 
students.

The school-age population per 
household is expected to continue 
to decline throughout the 
projection period.



Enrollment Projections
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Between 2010/11 and 2017/18 
enrollment fell by 0.7% per year, but 
it has been nearly unchanged since 
then.

The projections show enrollment 
continuing to decline over the next 
three years, as the impact of the 
aging of the population and 
reductions in the E-P ratio outweigh 
the impact of housing and 
population growth, before new 
developments again add to the size 
of the school-age population.
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2024/25 - 2028/29Change in Enrollment:
Enrollment increases should 
continue in the near term in areas 
where there are active 
development projects, and near 
the end of period in Stollings 
Ranch.

All, or nearly all, of the 
enrollment impacts of 
development in this period are 
expected to be offset by the aging 
of the existing population.
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2028/29 - 2032/33Change in Enrollment:
During the second half of the 
projection period the 
acceleration of Stollings Ranch, 
and the advance of Westwood 
and other projects, should result 
in net enrollment growth.
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Attendance Area Projections

Projections by attendance area are based on where students live, not where 
they attend.
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Attend vs. Reside: 2024/25

The amount of 
movement of students 
between elementary 
schools is relatively 
small, with much of it 
being driven by the 
LENS program.

While small, these 
variations can impact 
classroom planning 
and teacher staffing.
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School Projections

Projections by school incorporate current attend/reside patterns, which are 
likely to shift over time.



Conclusions
The District’s geographic position, freeway accessibility and high quality suburban 
and rural lifestyle choices make it a great exurb destination for those seeking to 
escape the congestion and the other negative aspects of urban life.

The rate of enrollment growth, particularly in the lower grades, is directly tied to the 
availability of affordable housing. Presently there are very few options, and none 
could really be considered affordable to young families.

Several new residential development projects are expected to break ground in the 
next four to five years, with enrollment impacts being felt toward the end of that 
time period.

In the longer term, the District has fairly large potential for housing development, 
and is well-situated to benefit from economic expansion in the area, but how much 
and where that growth occurs will depend on housing options and affordability.
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