Open Response Formats

1. Scaffolded Questions – have multiple parts, with each question or direction the student is to address presented and labeled separately. (e.g., A, B, C).  The order is arranged so that success questions depend upon the response to the previous question.  Often, each part becomes increasingly more difficult or complex.

Example- Animal Adaptations

Yesterday, the zookeeper visited us from the Cincinnati Zoo. He brought with him some very neat animals.  He also told us about some things that animals do to survive the winter, called adaptions.

A) Name an animal that has a special winter adaptation.

B) Describe what adaptation your animal has and how it helps them survive in cold weather.

Core Content: SC-E-3.1.2 & SC-E-3.3.2
2. Single Dimension/Component – ask a straight forward question which requires explanation, examples, description, or evidence as support.

Reading/Character- We have just read the story Franklin in the Dark  by Paulette Bourgeois.  Describe how Franklin’s feelings affect what he does in the story. Core Content:  RD-E-1.0.9

Math Computation – The Little Red Hen decided to share her bread with Cat, Rat, and Goose.  She sliced the bread into12 pieces.  How many slices will each one get?  Use pictures and words to explain your answer.  Core Content MA-E-1.2.2

3. Two or More Relatively Independent Components – are signaled by A, B, C parts.  The parts are within the same prompt but have little relation to each other in that a correct response to one part is not dependent upon the response to other part(s). 

Life Science – Now that we have visited the Cincinnati Zoo, think about our learning on the great-horned owl.  Answer the following:

A. Describe the owl’s habitat.

B. List the owl’s basic needs.

C. Where does this animal fit in the food web?

         Core Content – SC-E-3.1.2, SC-E-3.3.1
4. Student choice – provides topics or options that require students to choose from the selections.  They offer students more opportunities to demonstrate learning, but may provide more scoring difficulty because there are many more “correct” answers.

Reading – In the fable, The Lion and the Mouse, these two animals behave in ways similar to how some people behave.  Choose either the lion or the mouse.  Explain three ways this animal behaves like a person might behave.  Use information from the story to support your answer.  

Core Content RD-E-1.0.10

5. Response to provided information – such as data, readings, or graphics, require students to be able to interpret information in order to respond to specific questions.

Probability/Statistics – Nancy was planning a birthday party and wanted to serve ice cream. She wanted to get the flavors of ice cream that her friends liked so she asked each of them to choose their favorite kind.  Read the graph to see the results.

A. Which type of ice cream should Nancy buy for the party?

B. Write at least 3 observations or facts you see on the graph.  Be sure to use math words we have talked about in class.  Core Content MA-E-3.3.1

Chocolate – 5


Vanilla – 6

Strawberry –4


Chocolate/Vanilla swirl – 9
