Comparing integers: 

Most students get confused on comparing integers for the sole fact that -9 looks bigger than -8. Instead of using the 2 words larger and smaller, it helps to use the 2 words better and worse...especially if rationals are taught with money in mind.
 

                          b>-6                           b>0.4
______________            _____________
 -7       -6       -5             0.3    0.4    0.5
worse          better        worse         better
Another idea for comparing integers is the idea of “who wins?”.
