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The Learning Line:  Draw a line across the entrance into the classroom. Role- play and discuss crossing the learning line and transforming into behaviors and expectations that make for a productive 

Classroom learning environment. 

Beach ball review- The kids love this activity and it will assure 100% participation.  Purchase a small/medium multi-colored beach ball from a pool store, Wal-mart, etc.  On each color write with a sharpie thought provoking questions, review questions, kick-off activity questions or other ideas that come to mind.  Instruct the students you will hit the ball around the room and when you make a designated sound they should catch the ball and where their right thumb is answer or discuss that question/statement.  

Appointment Clock:  One O’clock,  Two O’clock, Three O’clock Rock

Carousel Brainstorming:  Take butcher paper or something similar hang it around the room in 4 to 5 places for groups of 4-6 students.  Each sheet has a question written on it for review, critical thinking, lesson summary, etc.  
1. Assign students in groups of 4-6 at each station.

2. Give each group a different colored marker.

3. Select a recorder

4. Brainstorm responses to the question.

5. At the teachers signal rotate as a group to the next question.

6. Brainstorm again and add to your new question.

7. Complete all Questions

You can post questions on a clipboard and pass it around but it does not get the students moving.

Chalk Talk:  On your chalk/dry erase board, flip chart, or other set up place/write/draw a thought provoking statement, question, picture or other prompt in the center.  Now explain to students there is no talking during this 5-8 minute activity.  This is an active silent brainstorm session.  Have a set of markers for students to use and write responses, ideas, etc. to your prompt. They can respond directly to the prompt or to other responses that have been made on the board. This can become a giant mind map.  Afterwards debrief with the class the various responses and discuss conclusions, insights etc.

Exclusion Brainstorming:  This can be done on your board, overhead or a flip chart.  Write a topic on the board surrounded by a list of words, some that are part of the topic and some that have nothing to do with the topic.  Students come up and cross out those that have nothing to do with the topic and circle the ones that have to do with the topic.  They can only do one during their trip and they must explain why they included or excluded their word.

Foldables:  Used for review, assessments, various teaching methods, differentiation, experiential, creativity and much more!

Paper plate Math, Coca Cola and, Dry erase boards 
Agree/Disagree:  Create a continuum on the classroom floor, ceiling, etc with an A on one side for strongly agree and a D on the other side for strongly disagree. Select 5-7 students and ask them to place themselves on the continuum on how they feel about the question posed, issue or other statement made by the teacher.  The students must be able to support and defend their choices.  Teachers here are the facilitator and question the students and audience.  Ask students in the audience if they agree with Billy? Why, why not, where would you stand, explain?  Allow for students to change their position but always question why?  FOUR CORNERS?
10 + 2 (Ten Plus Two) 
Teacher presents for ten minutes, students share and reflect for two minutes, then the cycle repeats…
Card Classification:

The teacher gives each student an index card containing information or an example that fits into one or more categories.  Such as:

· Science: Periodic table elements, parts of a cell, scientific method

· Social Studies: Generals of a war, Battles, Branches of Government, Parts of the Constitution

· Math: fractions in lowest terms, Conversion of  %, decimal, fraction,  (.25, 25%, ¼) 

· Language Arts: Nouns, verbs, books by, incomplete sentences

Students mill around the room forming groups of the same category.  You may announce the category ahead of time or let them discover or predict the category.  Students with the same category present themselves to the class and support and defend answers. Teacher may give important points during this time or even ask the groups to make a teaching presentation about the category.

Games:  Board games teacher and/or student created.

Cooperative Learning:

Turn to your neighbor and:  write, discuss, draw….

· 3 elements of the periodic table

· Causes of the civil war

· Nouns in the room

· 2 ways you will review tonight

· Call on students randomly to share their group response

Think Pair Share:

· Teacher poses a question 

· Students think about what they know

· Pair with a partner to get more information

· Share with the whole group

Pairs of Pairs
· Students create a list of responses to a question posed by the teacher.

· Next two students are combined to make their two lists into one list.
· Next two pairs are combined and create one list from their two

· Teacher collects all ideas from the groups until all are listed

Dynamic discussions:

Best applied after a big event such as:  guest speaker, field lesson, debate, important news event, assembly, etc
In the group 3-5 people discuss the following and write down after group consensus:

· 2 most important aspects


·  groups favorite/least favorite part
· New ending 

· something that surprised the group

· What next, predictions

· How does this impact you, the school, etc.

Solution/Practice pairs:

Pairs work on the same set of problems, questions or other and then compare answers.  Where they differ, discuss why and find a solution. Also, they decide one is correct and explain why.  One set of answers is turned in for the pairs.
Numbered heads Together: Put students in groups of 4 assign each student a number 1-4 if you have more than 4 students you can double up on numbers in the group or add a 5 if there are enough groups with  5.  Teacher now asks /poses a question, problem low level question or high level analysis.  Make it clear to the students everyone in the group needs to know the answer.  Students work together to come up with best answer.  After the allotted time teacher calls out a number and all of those numbers stand teacher calls on randomly.  This can be open so that there are many answers like causes of Civil War, why exercise, etc. 

Group Homework: 

Students are in homework check groups to review homework when assigned.  These groups should change every 3-6 weeks.  The group members encourage each other to have their homework complete and in on time.  Grids can be kept in a folder for monitoring individuals.  Group members now compare answers.  The group should come to a census for all answers.  Now the group turns in one homework sheet with consensus answers signed by all group members showing understand and agreement.  The individual homework sheets are attached to the group sheet.
Debriefing, Response, Reflection Journals:  Time to write, reflect etc.
Deal or No Deal:

This can be used to review, test, independent practice and many other ways in the classroom.  The teacher divides the students into groups of 3-4 students.  Then a representative from each group is called back to the teachers designated area.  Now, the teacher places a large number of index cards face down on the table, more cards then groups.  Each card has a question, problem, scenario, reading, mystery or other option.  Each group rep draws a card and may or may not be able to take back to group to examine.  If the rep chooses this challenge they go back to group and get to work and if not they can exchange for another card but must accept the second card.  Upon completion of the work the teacher may collect or have each group reps rotate around to share and get feedback.
Scrap This:
As students walk in the door hand 10 scrap pieces of paper out randomly. Students know that if they get a scrap of paper they have to write a comment, summary, question, statement or other about the class topic that day. It may be a question from a classmate.  Use to check for understanding or clarification. This also allows students to ask questions anonymously as I shuffle the papers and others can grab a sheet to add to the stack.

5-5-5 Conversation

1. Take 5 minutes to read through the new Student Discipline Code.  Record your ‘aha’ ideas in the first box.

2. Take 5 minutes to share ideas with your tablemates.  Record new ideas in the second box.

3. We will debrief as a whole group for 5 minutes.  Capture ideas from our whole group debrief in the third box.

3-2-1- Have students write 3, 2 and 1 of something from your lesson.  
3 things I liked about today’s lesson, 3 key terms they have just learned
 2 things I struggled with, 2 things I would like to learn more about
1 thing I will work on from the lesson. 1 thing I know well enough to teach to another 
The possibilities are endless and have the students create ideas for the 3-2-1 activity.
There are many Variations  of  3-2-1 you can develop

Luck of the Draw: 
The teacher summarizes the previous day’s lesson as usual. The teacher draws a name out of a hat, tub, etc and that student will summarize today’s lesson tomorrow and pick tomorrow’s winner out of the hat. This allows for all students to come prepared and experience success.
Idea Spinner 
Teacher creates a spinner marked into four quadrants and labeled- Predict – Explain – Summarize - Evaluate. After teaching a new standard, the teacher spins the spinner and asks students to answer a question based on the location of the spinner point. For example, if the spinner lands in the "Summarize" quadrant, the teacher might say, "Summarize key concepts just of       (standard or element)." 
Cheat Notes 
Summarization technique - Students prepare a single note card of information they believe will be on a test.  Students may be allowed to bring these notes to test; however, as students gain confidence,                           withdrawal use of cards. 
Boggle:

2minutes review previous notes, content

2 minutes to write down as many big ideas and key concepts as you can remember

2 minutes to review with a group, share lists and add any ideas you feel necessary
Chronological Sequencing 
An approach in which: a) teachers present information to learners or b) teachers ask students to present information in a prescribed, chronological order. Compare: General-to-Specific, Known-to-Unknown, Part-to-Part-to-Part, Part-to-Whole, Part-to-Whole-to Part, Spiral, Step-by-Step, Topical, Unknown-to-Known, Whole-to-Part 
Howard Gardner “Entry Points”
He proposes student exploration of a given topic through as many as 5 avenues or entry points.

· Narrational Entry Point: Presenting a story or narrative about the topic or concept question

· Logical-Quantitative Entry Point: using numbers or deductive/scientific approaches to the topic 

· Foundational Entry Points: Examining the philosophy and vocabulary of the topic or concept

· Aesthetic Entry Point: Focusing on sensory features of the topic or concept
· Experiential Entry Point: Using hands-on approach where the student deals directly with the topic or concept

· Emotional Entry Point:  Using feelings, personal reflections and opinions about the topic or

Concept

Fishbowl:  

· One day prior to this the teacher provides students with an assignment like: series of questions, an experiment, reading etc 

· Create an inner circle with about 10 desks and 8 will have students seated in them and two empty.
· The remaining desks in the classroom form an outer circle around the inner circle.

· The teacher posts questions for discussion on overheard, board etc

· Students in the inner circle begin discussion.

· Students in the outer circle listen carefully and may even take notes

· Students may leave the fishbowl (inner circle) once they make a contribution. Now they can leave and ask another student to come in.  The teacher may also ask any student to move into, or out of, the fishbowl taking an empty seat.  

· If no empty seats a students from the out circle may ask someone who has contributed already to exchange seats with them.

· Teacher is monitor of the discussion not participant.
Lecture Listening Groups:

Teacher divides the class into 4 groups and each group has an assignment.  

1. Questioners:  After the lecture ask at least two questions about the material covered.

2. Agreers:  After the lecture, tell which points you agreed with or found helpful and explain why.

3. Nay-sayers: After the lecture, comment on which point they disagreed with or found unhelpful, and explain why.

4. Example givers: After the lecture give specific examples or applications of the material.
Mystery Box:  Decorate place in front of room on Monday with sign stating do not open until Friday. In the box place items to begin, end, summarize a lesson.  This has many possibilities be creative.
Questions & Concerns: Arrange students in circle give one index card to each student.  Have them write a question they have about the days lesson, concept etc.  No names on cards pass them around the room in same direction and as each card comes by a student have them put a check on the card if they have the same question or concern.  Pass the cards around until teach student has their original card.  Teacher collects use for formative assessment, clarify, re-teach, etc.

I Declare and Share:  Divide class into small groups.  They discuss a question posed by the teacher and should be open ended or have numerous possible answers.  The groups discuss until everyone in the group feels confident they have something to share with the entire class.  The groups stand when all students are ready and when the entire class is standing the teacher calls on a student.  When the student answers they have a seat and all other students who have the same answer have a seat.  This continues until everyone is seated.
Group reporters:  Students work in groups of 4-5.  Prior to class the teacher prepares a number of problems, discussion questions, review items, reading, art work, etc.  Each group can have the same work or different work in each group.  In each group assign a reporter.  The reporter records responses, answers, review items, etc.  After 5-7 minutes the reporters rotate to the next group record responses and this continues until they are finished with all groups and are back with their original group.  They share new ideas, responses, and summarize the best possible answer..
Debates, Socratic seminars, role plays, graphic organizers, analogies, metaphors, other?????????????????
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