In 2010, the New York State Board of Regents adopted the Common Core State Standards {CCSS) to make sure that all
children succeed once they graduate from high school. This guide is designed to help you understand how the
standards will affect your child, what changes you will see and what you can do at home to help your child in the
classroom.

Why Are the Common Core State Standards Important?

The Common Core State Standards are important because they will help all children — no matter who they are —learn
the same skills. They create clear expectations for what your child should know and be able to do in key areas:
reading, writing, speaking and listening, language and mathematics. If you know what these expectations are, then
you can work with the teacher and help your child prepare.

The new Common Core State Standards make several important changes to current standards. These changes are
called shifts. The chart below shows what these shifts change, what you might see in your child’s backpack and what
you can do to help your child. If your child’s assignments do not reflect the shifts, then talk to vour child’s teacher.
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To improve student learning, the new Common Core State Standards are different from the old ones. These changes
are called shifts. The chart below shows what is shifting, what you might see in your child’s backpack and what you
can do to help your child. Again, if vour child’s assignments do not reftect the shifts, then talk to your child’s teacher,
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When talking to your child's teacher, try to keep the conversation focused on the most important topics that relate to
your child. This means asking the teacher how your child is performing based on grade-level standards and

expectations.

Also, ask to see a sample of your child’s work. Compare your child’s samples to those found at

http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-commeon-core-sample-guestions. Also, feel free to bring

those samples to your child’s teacher and ask the teacher to explain how the samples are used in the classroom.

This information wilf enable you to make important adjustments at home that can help your child achieve success in

the classroom.,

For more information, please visit: www.engageny.org or contact your local principal or superintendent.




