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Introduction




lntroduction

The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview on
the possibility of implementing Full-Day Kindergarten at
Harborfields beginning with the 2016-2017 school year.

In order to address this goal, the Board of Education initiated a
Full-Day Kindergarten subcommittee to research and evaluate

the feasibility of offering Full-Day Kindergarten at Harborfields
School District.
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Overview and Process

Q The Full-Day Kindergarten subcommittee application was
posted to the district’s website and was available to the
community at Board meetings beginning in March 2015

O It was determined that the Full-Day Kindergarten subcommittee
would be comprised of the following community/staff members:

 Co-chairpersons-assistant superintendent and primary
principal

Five teachers

Two community members

Four parents

One administrator

O 00O
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Overview and Process

Committee Members were appointed in June 2015
The initial meeting was in June 2015
Meetings have been scheduled monthly since August

During committee meetings extensive research was conducted and the
following points were addressed:

O Due to the recent adoption of the K-12 New York State Learning
Standards (CCLYS) for English Language Arts (ELA) and
Mathematics, the curriculum for kindergartners has changed

O Every other Long Island district and 98% of NYS districts have
full-day kindergarten programs

O Adding Full-Day Kindergarten will help us keep up with and
compete with neighboring districts and in the state of New York

C OO0
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The Benefits of Full-Day Kindergarten

 Kindergarten is an essential part of the
foundation upon which future learning is built.

d Early reading, writing and mathematics skill-
building and social-emotional development are
critical for later proficiency and school success.

 Full-Day Kindergarten will provide more
opportunities for academic instruction.

 Full-Day Kindergarten will provide more
opportunity for social play.

Harborfields Central School District




The Benefits of Full-Day Kindergarten

 Kindergarten is the time when children
start to develop their pre-social skills. The
more time and opportunities for children to
engage in these valuable life skills earlier
In life, the better.

 The primary grades provide the core
reading and writing skills through which
every other subject is learned.
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The Benefits of Full-Day Kindergarten

J Economically disadvantaged children
would benefit even more from Full-Day

Kindergarten, yet these are the very
children who are unable to afford costly

enrichment programs supplemental to
Half-Day Kindergarten.
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The Benefits of Full-Day Kindergarten

J Half-Day Kindergarten offers far less
support time for students in need of
services.

A longer day would leave more time for
children to receive important pull-out
services such as occupational therapy,
speech therapy, and physical therapy and
not miss critical academics or social
opportunities in the classroom.
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Harborfields Compared to Surrounding Districts

AVERAGE ELA PROFICIENCY 2012 - 2014

AVERAGE MATH PROFICIENCY 2012 - 2014
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The “Fade Qut” Effect

J Fade-out occurs when Full-Day Kindergarten

3" grade.
J Historical

students, who did significantly better than half-day
Kindergarten students on State tests at the end of
Kindergarten, receive scores similar to the half-day
Kindergarten students when both take the State tests in

ly, research does show this “fade-out”, but

numerous reports stress these academic tests do not

measure t

ne more important critical thinking and

problem-solving skills or self-regulation developed

through ¢

hild-centered and small group activities that

areé more
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The “Fade Qut” Effect

J Randomized tests strongly suggest Full-Day
Kindergarten provides more non-academic
benefits in general, with greater academic
success in kindergarten and a re-emergence of
benefits in later years.

 Our children are required to know a lot more
now than they were in previous years, and in
much less time.
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The Future

J After this presentation, the Board of
Education will review the analysis and
determine if additional information is needed
In order to arrive at a final decision.

d There will be a Community Forum at the
January Board of Education meeting.

 Starting February, the Board of Education
will continue to review and assess the need
for a Full-Day Kindergarten program.
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Additional Research

Full-day Kindergarten is Equitable and Effective:

d Workman, Emily. “Inequalities at the Starting Line: State Kindergarten Policies”. Education Commission of the
States. 2013 http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/01/06/78/10678.pdf

O  Snow, Kyle. "Variation in children’s experience of kindergarten and the common core.” Young
Children Journal 67 (2012): 1-14. http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/CommonCore_KVariation.pdf

Q  Gibbs, Chloe R. "Experimental Evidence on Early Intervention: The Impact of Full-day
Kindergarten." Frank Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy Working Paper 2014-04
(2014) http://economics.nd.edu/assets/141429/fdkexperiment_chloegibbs_sept2014 2 .pdf

Short-Term Fadeout ... Long-Term Benefits:

d Chetty, Raj, et al. “How does your kindergarten classroom affect your earnings? Evidence from Project STAR”.
No. w16381. National Bureau of Economic Research, 2010. http://www.rajchetty.com/chettyfiles/STAR.pdf

O  Heckman, James J., et al. “Understanding the mechanisms through which an influential early
childhood program boosted adult outcomes”. No. w18581. National Bureau of Economic
Research, 2012. http://www.nber.org/papers/w18581.pdf

O  Kautz, Tim, et al. “Fostering and measuring skills: Improving cognitive and non-cognitive skills to
promote lifetime success”. No. w20749. National Bureau of Economic Research, 2014.
http://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/107477/1/dp8696.pdf
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Additional Research

Convergence Rather Than Fadeout:

O  Ready Nation. “Addressing the Question of ‘Fade Out’: The Enduring Benefits of High-Quality Early
Childhood Education”. 2014 http://readynation.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/ReadyNation-
Fadeout.pdf

O Votruba-Drzal, Elizabeth,. "A Developmental Perspective on Full-Versus Part-Day Kindergarten and
Children’s Academic Trajectories Through Fifth Grade." Child development79, no. 4 (2008): 957-978.
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/scmsAdmin/uploads/001/754/11%20full_day_final.pdf

Exploration and Child-centered activities, more frequent in FDK, enhance academic and
non-academic skills:

O  Bonawitz, Elizabeth, et al. "The double-edged sword of pedagogy: Instruction limits spontaneous
exploration and discovery." Cognition 120.3 (2011): 322-330.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3369499/

O  Buchsbaum, Daphna, et al. "Children’s imitation of causal action sequences is influenced by statistical
and pedagogical evidence." Cognition 120.3 (2011): 331-340.
http:/_/s_choIg?berkelev.edu/sites/defauIt/files/daphnab/fiIes/buchsbaum-qopnik-qriffiths-shafto-
cognition.p

QO  Blair, Clancy, and C. Cybele Raver. "Closing the achievement gap through modification of
neurocognitive and neuroendocrine function: Results from a cluster randomized controlled trial of an
innovative approach to the education of children in kindergarten." (2014): e112393.
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0193

Harborfields Central School District



http://readynation.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/ReadyNation-Fadeout.pdf
http://readynation.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/ReadyNation-Fadeout.pdf
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/scmsAdmin/uploads/001/754/11%20full_day_final.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3369499/
http://scholar.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/daphnab/files/buchsbaum-gopnik-griffiths-shafto-cognition.pdf
http://scholar.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/daphnab/files/buchsbaum-gopnik-griffiths-shafto-cognition.pdf
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Additional Research

O AFT. “Right from the Start” (2012)
http://www.aft.org/earlychildhood/resources/right-start

O Ansari, Arya and Lopez, Michael. “Preparing Low-Income Latino Children for
Kindergarten and Beyond: How Children in Miami’s Publicly-Funded Preschool
Programs Fare” (2015) http://www.childtrends.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/09/Hispanic-Center-MSRP-Brief-FINAL.pdf

O Barnett, Steve and Carolan, Megan E. “Facts about Fadeout: The Research Base on
Long-Term Impacts of High Quality Pre-K” (2014) http://ceelo.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/ceelo fast fact fadeout.pdf

O Barnett, W. S. "Effectiveness of Early Educational Intervention." Science333.6045
(2011): 975-978.
http://leadershiplinc.illinoisstate.edu/researchcompendium/documents/effective
nessofearlyeducationalintervention.pdf

O Bornfreund, Laura. “The Half-Day Kindergarten-Common Core Mismatch,”
Education Week (2012),
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/12/05/13bornfreund.h32.html

O Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake, Full-Day Kindergarten Task Force. (2013)
http://www.bhbl.org/news/2012 13/PDFs/REPORT-Full-DayKdgTaskForce.pdf
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Additional Research

O Children’s Defense Fund, “The Facts about Full-Day Kindergarten” (2014)
http://www.childrensdefense.org/library/data/the-facts-about-full-day.pdf

O Child Trends Databank, “Kindergarteners’ Social Interaction Skills” (2005)
http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=kindergartners-social-interaction-skills

Q Clark, Patricia. "Recent Research on All-Day Kindergarten. ERIC Digest."
(2001).http://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED453982

O Corestandards.org “Common Core State Standards: Kindergarten » Introduction”
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/K/introduction/

O Davies, Randall S., and Susan Cress. "Understanding the Diminishing Academic
Advantage of Full-Day Kindergarten." Mid-Western Educational Researcher 23.2
(2010): 18-26. http://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ942894

O Ed Central, “Why Full-Day Kindergarten Is a Key Piece of the Early Ed Puzzle”
(2015) http://www.edcentral.org/fdk-puzzle/

O Gopnik, Alison. "Why preschool shouldn’t be like school." Slate Magazine(2011):
1-2.
http://www.ccrctulsa.org/pdfs/WhyPreschoolShouldn'tBeLikeSchoolGopnik.pdf
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Additional Research

O Guernsey, Lisa and Bornfreund, Laura. “Why Preschool Isn’t Enough” The Atlantic
(2013) http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/02/why-preschool-
isnt-enough/273462/

O Guernsey, Lisa, et al. “Subprime Learning: Early Education in America since the
Great Recession”. 2014
https://www.newamerica.org/downloads/NewAmerica Subprimelearning Relea
se.pdf

O Jones, Damon E., Mark Greenberg, and Max Crowley. "Early social-emotional
functioning and public health: The relationship between kindergarten social
competence and future wellness." American journal of public health 105.11
(2015): 2283-2290.
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2015.302630

Q Kauerz, Kristie. "Prek-3rd: Putting full-day kindergarten in the middle." New York,
NY: Foundation for Child Development (2010).
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.172.2649&rep=repl&

type=pdf
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Additional Research

O Kohn, David. “Let the kids learn through play”, New York Times (2015)
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/17/opinion/sunday/let-the-kids-learn-
through-play.html? r=0

O Libassi, CJ “Best Research Yet on the Effects of Full-Day Kindergarten” (2014)
http://www.edcentral.org/fullday-k-research/

O Libassi, C. J. "Raising Arizona: Lessons for the Nation from a State’s Experience
with Full-Day Kindergarten." Washington, DC: New America Education Policy
Program (2014) https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/raising-arizona-
lessons-for-the-nation-from-a-states-experience-with-full-day-kindergarten/

O Miller, Edward, and Joan Almon. "Crisis in the Kindergarten: Why Children Need
to Play in School." Alliance for Childhood (NJ3a) (2009).
http://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED504839

O NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children). "The
Common Core State Standards: Caution and opportunity for early childhood
education." (2012).
https://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/11 CommonCorel 2A rv2.pdf
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https://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/11_CommonCore1_2A_rv2.pdf

Additional Research

O NAEYC. “Understanding and Applying Developmentally Appropriate Practice”
(2011)
http://www.esd113.org/cms/lib3/WA01001093/Centricity/Domain/290/bredekam
p_ch3.pdf

O Nowak, Jeffrey A. et al. “The Impact of Full-day vs. Half-day Kindergarten on
Student Achievement of Low Socioeconomic Status Minority Students” (2009)
http://opus.ipfw.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1009&context=spe

O Nysed.gov, NYS Enrollment File showing HDK & FDK in 2014-15:
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/statistics/enroll-n-staff/2015/2014-
15DistrictEnrollment-AllStudents.xlsx

O O'Toole, Catie. “More Central New York school districts add full-day kindergarten”
Syracuse.com, Post Standard. Sept. 06, 2012
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2012/09/full-
day kindergarten starts i.html

O Paquette, Danielle and Craighill, Petyon M. “The surprising number of parents
scaling back at work to care for kids.” Washington Post (2015)
www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/the-surprising-number-of-moms-
and-dads-scaling-back-at-work-to-care-for-their-kids/2015/08/06/c7134c50-3ab7-
11e5-b3ac-8a79bcd44e5e2 story.html
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Additional Research

O Snow, Kyle “Debunking the Play vs. Learning Dichotomy” (NAEYC, 2011)
http://www.naeyc.org/content/research-news-you-can-use-play-vs-learning

O South Windsor Public Schools Full-Day Kindergarten Proposal (2012)
http://www.swindsor.k12.ct.us/uploaded/documents/BOE/Full-
day Kindergarten Proposal.pdf

O SREB (Southern Regional Education Board) “Confronting the Fade-Out Debate:
Children Flourish and Gains Do Last in High-Quality Pre-K Program” (2015)
http://publications.sreb.org/2015/15E05 PreKFadeOutDebate.pdf

O Strauss, Valerie. “Common Core standards pose dilemmas for early childhood."
(2011) www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/post/common-core-
standards-pose-dilemmas-for-early-childhood/2011/11/28/gIQAPs1X6N blog.html

O Temkin, Deborah and Snow, Kyle “To Prevent Bullying, Focus on Early Childhood”
(2015) http://www.naeyc.org/blogs/prevent-bullying-focus-early-childhood

O Tough, Paul. "Can the right kinds of play teach self-control?." New York Times 27
(2009): MM31.http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/27/magazine/27tools-
t.html? r=0

O Weingarten, Randi. “Early Learning: This Is Not a Test”. 2014
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/randi-weingarten/early-learning-this-is-
no b 4292334.html
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