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READING DEFICIENCY  
PARENT NOTIFICATION 

 
 
Date:   
 
 
 
Dear Parent: 
 
Please be informed that your child,______________ , has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading.  
While the results of the criterion-referenced test are the initial determinant, it is not the sole determiner of promotion 
and that portfolio reviews and assessments are available.  Currently, your child is receiving the following reading 
instruction services: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
The following services are proposed supplemental instruction services and supports that will be provided to your child 
in an effort to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency:  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
The school district recommends the following strategies for you to utilize in helping your child succeed in reading 
proficiency: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Oklahoma law provides that no student may be assigned to a grade level solely on age or other factors that constitute 
social promotion.  Please be advised that your child will not be promoted to fourth grade if the reading deficiency is 
not remediated by the end of the third grade.  Your child may be promoted if “good cause” exists.  Oklahoma law 
identifies “good cause” exemptions for promotion as the following:   
 

(1) Limited-English-proficient students who have had less than two years of instruction in an English 
language learner program;  

(2) Students with disabilities whose individualized education plans, consistent with state law, indicates 
that participation in the statewide criterion-referenced tests are not appropriate;  

(3) Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alternative standardized reading 
assessment approved by the State Board of Education;   

(4) Students who demonstrate through a student portfolio, that the student is reading on grade level as 
evidenced by demonstration of mastery of the state standards beyond the retention level; 

(5) Students with disabilities who participate in the statewide criterion-referenced tests and who have an 
individualized education plan that reflects that the student has received intensive remediation for 
reading for more than two years but still demonstrates a deficiency in reading and was previously 
retained in kindergarten, first grade, second grade, or third grade; and  

(6) Students who have received intensive remediation in reading through a program of reading instruction 
for two or more years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in 
kindergarten, first grade, second grade, or third grade for a total of two years.    
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READING DEFICIENCY, PARENT NOTIFICATION (Con’t) 
 
 
 
 
If your child is retained, our school district does allow for a midyear promotion in the fourth grade.  Such promotion 
will be considered if your child can demonstrate that he/she is a successful and independent reader, is reading at or 
above grade level, and is ready to be promoted to the fourth grade.  Tools that may be utilized to reevaluate any 
retained student may include subsequent assessments, alternative assessments, and portfolio reviews, in accordance 
with rules of the State Board of Education.  Retained students may only be promoted midyear prior to November 1 
and only upon demonstrating a level of proficiency required to score above the unsatisfactory level on the third-grade 
statewide criterion-referenced test and upon showing progress sufficient to master appropriate fourth-grade-level 
skills, as determined by the school district.  A midyear promotion shall be made only upon the agreement of the parent 
or guardian of the student and the school principal.   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me as soon as possible.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
  
Principal 
 


