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Questions? Contact Dr. Sebastian Puccio at spuccio@gusd.net or (818)241-3111, ext. 218.

Q & A from PTA

Regarding Math:

Q: Are some of the components in Math, espe-
cially the explaining portion, developmentally 
appropriate for elementary students? What 
are the benefits of expanding math problems 
into several extra steps that seem extrane-
ous at best? Why does it seem that K-5 Math 
jumps all over the place?

A: Math standards have drastically changed. 
They have been rearranged to allow depth 
of understanding. In Kindergarten, students 
count up to 30, not 100. It’s not enough to 
memorize and show the steps of the prob-
lems. Students need to be able to under-
stand why those steps work as well as have 
choice about various ways to unravel the 
problem. Students need to take the mathe-
matical skills they’ve learned and apply them 
to complex problems.

Myth vs. Fact
Myth: Colleges and Universities were not active in helping to create these preparatory standards.

Fact: The College Content-readiness Policy operates within the context of existing institutional 
admission policies; open-admission institutions will serve many students who do not meet the col-
lege content-readiness performance benchmark, and selective institutions may not admit students 
who score at Level 3 or 4 on the assessment, just as they now may not admit students with high 
college admission test scores or strong grade point averages. In addition, student course-taking 
decisions in high school will continue to be influenced by the admission requirements of colleges 
and universities. By identifying students who are either on track or ready for credit-bearing courses, 
high schools may be better able to advise students on college options and Grade 12 courses.

Regarding Technology:

Q: Does Common Core testing have to be 
computer driven? Most students are still 
slow in typing their answer. Will the district 
be supplying each school with funds for 
computers?

A: The CAASPP is a computer-adaptive test. It is 
designed to provide very specific feedback on 
student thinking and skills. Therefore, it is nec-
essary to utilize technology to provide this type 
of highly-personalized data. The district has 
done an initial bulk purchase of Chromebooks 
last year, and continues to provide the nec-
essary hardware and infrastructure to sup-
port these technological needs. Students 
typing and computer skills will be learned and 
practiced throughout the year based on site 
resources and evolving curriculum.

Regarding Textbooks:

Q: When would the schools transfer to new text-
books/student guides for Common Core?

A: A textbook is a resource. Like we use a dic-
tionary or thesaurus, teachers and students 
use textbooks as reference material. A text-
book is not ever curriculum. While textbooks 
are valuable tools for the classroom, publish-
ers currently are not meeting the criteria for 
creating Common Core-aligned texts. Down 
the road, when the materials have been 
refined and evaluated, and our teachers have 
greater experience, we will be able to begin 
the lengthy process of purchasing appropri-
ate resources to assist student learning.

The Parent Teacher Association Presidents’ Council Meeting yielded several questions about 
Common Core in the Glendale Unified School District.



November 28, 2014 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress, or CAASPP, which has 
replaced the Standardized Testing and Reporting, or STAR Program, is the new state 
academic testing program. CAASPP is a system intended to provide information that can 
be used to monitor student progress and ensure that all students leave high school ready 
for college and career. This year, CAASPP includes computer adaptive tests in English–
language arts and mathematics as well as paper-based tests for science. 

Last year, most students participated in a computer-based field test. This practice run of the 
test, though no scores were provided, allowed students to experience computer-based 
testing and new types of questions. In addition, the field test also helped evaluate how well 
districts technology systems could meet the demands of computer-based tests, and 
determine what resources teachers and schools would need to better prepare students for 
future assessments. 

Lessons learned from last year’s field test will help ensure a successful, full launch of the 
CAASPP system this school year. In moving forward, students will take the test in [grades 
3 – 8 & grade 11] from [2/27/15 – 6/3/15]. To learn about the types of questions on the 
computer-based test, you and your child can view the practice test online at the California 
Department of Education (CDE) Smarter Balanced Practice Test Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/practicetest.asp. 

Following the spring 2015 testing, students will receive individual score reports. Student 
score reports will be sent home to parents and will include an overall score, a description of 
the student’s achievement level for English–language arts and mathematics, and other 
information. It is important to note that these scores cannot be compared to scores that 
your child previously received on the STAR Program tests because this test is based on the 
new Common Core State Standards, involves different types of test questions, and will not 
be reported using the STAR Program reporting categories. 

If you would like more information, please visit the Parent/Student tab of the CDE CAASPP 
Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/.  





부모님/후견인께: 

캘리포니아 학생 수행 및 진도 평가 또는 CAASPP 는 표준화된 시험 및 평가 또는 STAR 
프로그램을 대신하는 새로운 주 학업 시험 프로그램입니다. CAASPP는 학생의 진도를 
주시하는데 이용할 수 있고  모든 학생들이 대학과 직업을 위해 준비되어서 고등학교
졸업을 보장하기 위한 정보 제공을 위해 의도된 시스템입니다.  
올 학사년에는 CAASPP가 컴퓨터 응용 영어와 수학 시험뿐만 아니라 종이 시험지로 
치르는 과학도 포함하고 있습니다.   

작년에는 대부분 학생들이 컴퓨터 중심 실전 시험에 참여하였습니다. 이 연습은 점수가 
제공되지 않음에도 불구하고  학생들이 컴퓨터 중심 시험 및 새로운 유형의 질문을
체험하도록 허용한 시범적인 시험이었습니다. 추가로, 실전 시험은 교육구의 테크날로지 
시스템이 컴퓨터 중심 시험의 요구를 얼마나 충족하는지를  평가하고 미래의 평가를 위해
학생들이 더 나은 준비를 위해 필요한 자원들을 교사와 학교가 결정하는데 도움을
주었습니다. 

작년 실전 시험에서 배운 교훈은 올 학사년 CAASPP 시스템의 성공적이며 완전한 시작을 
시행하는데 도움이 될입니다. 앞으로 ________학년 학생들은 ____________시기에 시험을 
볼 것입니다. 컴퓨터 중심 시험의 질문 유형을 배우기 위해서 귀하와 귀 자녀는 가주 
교육부(CDE) 스마터 발란스 모의시험 웹 페이지 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/practicetest.asp 에서 온라인 모의시험을 볼 수 있습니다.  

학생들은 2015년 봄 시험 이후에 개별 성적표를 받을 것입니다. 학생 성적표는 학생의 
영어와 수학 성취 수준 및 기타 정보를 서술한 전반적인 점수를 포함하여 학부모를 위해
집으로 보내질 것입니다. 이 성적은 새로운 공통 핵심 주 표준에 기초된 새로운 유형의 
시험 문제들이 포함되고  STAR 프로그램 성적 유형을 사용한 성적표가 아니므로, 귀 
자녀가 예전에 보았던 STAR프로그램 시험  점수와 비교할 수가 없다는 것을 유의하는 
것이 중요합니다.  

더 많은 정보를 원하시면, 가주 교육부(CDE) CAASPP웹 페이지 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca에서 Parent/Student 창을 방문하시길 바랍니다. 귀 자녀의 
참여에 관한 질문이 있으시면 ________________,  ________________로 연락하십시오. 

감사합니다. 

교장
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Farg;li ‘no[n;r … .namakaln;r% 

Kali`ornia\i a,ak;rti kataroume … a®a=adimouj\oune gnafat;lou qnnouj\oun 

(California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress - or CAASPP) nafanga\in nor
ousoumnakan qnnouj\an ‘ragir h% ore 'o.arinoum h Ca'oro,icn;ri fimounqn;row 

qnnouj\ane kam STAR ‘ragrin! CAASPP famakargi fimnadrman npatake a,ak;rti
ousoumnakan a®a=adimouj\ane f;t…;ln h% wstafanalou% or bolor a,ak;rtn;re awag 
dprozn awart;louz f;to patrast ;n qol;=i … apaga masnagitakan bnagawa®i 

famar! A\s tari% CAASPP-e ir m;= n;ra®;lou h famakargca\in fimounqn;row angl;r;n
l;xwarw;sti … maj;matika\i% incp;s na… jou[j ou matiti fimounqn;row gitouj\an 
qnnouj\oune! 

Anz\al tari% a,ak;rtn;ri m;‘amasnouj\oune masnakiz dar]aw famakargca\in 
fimounqn;row anzkazwa‘ a\s qnnouj\an 'or]nakan tarb;rakin! J;… gnafatakan;r 
ctrw;zin a\s 'or]nakan qnnouj\an famar% ba\z a\n fnaraworouj\oun en];®n;z 
a,ak;rtn;rin 'or]a®ouj\oun ];®qb;r;l famakargci fimounqn;row qnnouj\oun fan]n;lou 
… nor t;saki farzadroumn;rin ‘anojanalou a,.atanqn;roum! I lrazoum dran%
'or]nakan qnnouj\oune øgn;z stoug;l krja,r=ani t;.nologiakan sist;mi 
patrastouj\ane … jou\l tw;z faskanal% j; a\n orqanow h bawararoum 
famakargca\in fimounqn;ri wra fimnwa‘ qnnouj\an kariq;re bawarar;lou! Na…% 
fnaraworouj\oun tw;z oro,;lou% j; inc ®;soursn;ri kariq oun;n m;r ousouzicn;rn ou 
dprozn;re% orp;sxi aw;li law patrastouj\ounn;row xin;n m;r a,ak;rtn;rin galiq 
gnafatoumn;ri famar! 

Anz\al tarwa 'or]nakan qnnouj\ouniz ];®qb;ra‘ 'or]a®ouj\ounn;re køgn;n 
a,ak;rtn;rin wstafouj\oun ];®q b;r;lou … fa=o[ouj\amb fan]n;lou a\s tarwa 

CAASPP-i qnnouj\oune! A\s tari f;t…\al dasarann;re ______________________ 
kfan]n;n qnnouj\ounn;r … qnnouj\ounn;ri amsajw;rn ;n ____________________________!
Qnnouj\an masin t;[;kouj\ounn;r stanalou … famakargca\in qnnakan farz;ri 

ørinakn;rin ‘anojanalou famar% douq … ];r xawake karo[ ;q a\z;l;l^ California 
Department of Education (CDE) Smarter Balanced Practice Test ka\qh=e^ 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/practicetest.asp. famakargca\in fasz;ow!

2015j& qnnouj\ounn;re fan]n;louz f;t a,ak;rtn;re kstanan ir;nz qnnouj\an 
ard\ounqe! A,ak;rtn;ri gnafatakan;ri x;kou\ze toun kou[arkwi … a\n ir m;= 
kengrki nranz ang;l;r;n l;xwi … maj;matika\i endfanour ];®qb;roumn;ri 
makardake … a\l ouri, t;[;kouj\ounn;r! Kar…or h n,;l% or a\s gnafatakann;re 

cp;tq h fam;mat;l anz\aloum ir;nz staza‘ STAR qnnouj\an gnafatakann;ri f;t%
qani or a\s qnnouj\oune fimnwa‘ h Famendfanour ousoumnakan ca'oro,icn;ri 

fimounqn;ri wra … parounakoum ;n tarb;r farz;r … c;n øgtagor‘oum STAR ‘ragri
kat;gorian;re! 

:j; zankanoum ;q lrazouzic t;[;kouj\ounn;r stanal a\s qnnouj\an w;rab;r\al% apa 

.ndrwoum h a\z;l;l Parent/Student ka\qh=e% entr;l^ CDE CAASPP-e%
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/ famakargca\in fasz;ow! };r ;r;.a\i masnakzouj\an
masin t;[;kouj\ounn;r stanalou famar .ndrwoum h kap fastat;l dprozi 

_________________________ f;t f;t…\al f;®a.osafamarow _____________________ kam

hl&fasz;ow __________________________ !

Farganqn;row% 

Dprozi tnør;n 

Translated	  By:	  GUSD	  Intercultural	  Department	  -‐	  VL	   CAASPP	  System	  Parent	  and	  Guardian	  Notification	  Letter	  
Armenian	  11/7/14	  10:24	  AM	  





28 de Noviembre de 2014 

Estimados padres y representantes: 

La Evaluación del Rendimiento y Progreso de Estudiantes de California (conocida en inglés como 
CAASPP), la cual ha reemplazado al Programa de Exámenes y Reportes Estandarizados 
(conocido en inglés como el Programa STAR), es el nuevo programa de exámenes académicos del 
estado. CAASPP es un sistema cuya meta es proporcionar información que se pueda usar para 
supervisar el progreso de los estudiantes y garantizar que todos los estudiantes salgan de la 
preparatoria listos para una carrera universitaria y profesional. Este año, CAASPP incluye pruebas 
adaptivas administradas por computadora en lengua y literatura en inglés, y en matemáticas, así 
como pruebas realizadas en papel para ciencias. 

El año pasado, la mayoría de los estudiantes participó en un examen de campo computarizado. 
Esta actividad de práctica del examen, aunque no proporcionó calificaciones, permitió a los 
estudiantes familiarizarse con los exámenes computarizados y los nuevos tipos de preguntas. 
Además, el examen de campo ayudó también a evaluar que tan bien los sistemas tecnológicos de 
los distritos podrían cumplir con las demandas de los exámenes computarizados y determinar qué 
recursos necesitarían los maestros y las escuelas a fin de preparar mejor a los estudiantes para 
evaluaciones futuras. 

Las lecciones aprendidas debido al examen de campo del año pasado nos ayudarán a garantizar 
un lanzamiento total satisfactorio del sistema CAASPP durante este año escolar. A medida que 
avanzamos, los estudiantes harán el examen en [grades 3 – 8 & 11] desde [2-27/15 – 6/3/15]. 
Para aprender acerca de los tipos de preguntas que se incluirán en el examen computarizado, 
usted y su hijo/a pueden ver en inglés el examen de práctica en la página electrónica del Examen 
de Práctica Smarter Balanced del Departamento de Educación de California (CDE) en 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/practicetest.asp. 

Después del examen que tendrá lugar en la primavera del 2015, los estudiantes recibirán reportes 
de calificaciones individuales. Los reportes de calificaciones de los estudiantes serán enviados a la 
casa de los padres e incluirán una calificación general, una descripción de los resultados del 
estudiante en lengua y literatura en inglés, y en matemáticas, así como otra información. Es 
importante advertir que estas calificaciones no se pueden comparar con las calificaciones que su 
hijo/a recibió previamente en los exámenes del Programa STAR porque este examen se basa en 
los nuevos Estándares académicos fundamentales de California, tiene diferentes tipos de 
preguntas en el examen, y no se reportará usando las categorías del Programa STAR. 

Si desea más información, visite el indicador para Padres/Estudiantes de la página electrónica del 
sistema CAASPP del CDE en http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/.  
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