Children have opportunities to learn the alphabet.

Dear Parents:

Children who enter school able to name and identify the letters of the alphabet
usually have an easier time learning to read. Being able to call out letter names
quickly and easily is important.

Ideas for helping your child at home

Sing the alphabet song with your children as they play with alphabet books,
blocks, and magnetic letters.

When reading to your child, ask him/her to point to certain letters on that
page. Example: Can you find all the M’s?

Put the letters on flash cards. Learn to discriminate a few at a time. Keep
reviewing. Begin with the letters in the child’s name.

Provide your child with pencils, crayohs, and paper so that he/she can learn
to Write individual letters and gradually learn to write his/her own name.
Put ¢ornmeal or sand in a cake pan or on a cookie sheet. Say a letter and have
your child draw the letter in the cornmeal or sand.

Have your child say the alphabet as he/she jumps a rope, rides a seesaw,
pushes back and forth on a swing, or goes up and down the stairs.

From Beginning Reading Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents, part of the Texas Reading Initiative, published by
Texas Education Agency, 1997.




Los nifios tienen oportunidades de aprender el
alfabeto. '

Queridos padres:

Los nifios' que comienzan la escuala capaces de nombrar e identificar las letras
del alfabeto, usualmente aprenden a leer con facilidad. Estar capacitado para
nombrar las letras répido y facilmente es muy importante.

Ideas para ayudar a su hijo/a en casa: . ,

+ Cante la cancidn del alfabeto con sus nifios/as mientras ellos juegan con libros
de alfabeto, bloques y/o letras magnetizadas.

Cuando le lea a su hijo/a, pidale que sefiale ciertas letras de la pagina.
Ejemplo: ;Puedes encontrar todas las letras “M”?

Pegue o dibuje las letras en tarjetas. Enséfiele a distinguirlas individualmente
en pequefios grupos y repéselas oportunamente a diario en revistas, afiches,
carteles, nombres de calles, etc. Comience con las letras del nombre de su
hijo/a. : '

Provea a sunind/a con lapices, cra’yolés v papel, péra que €1/ ella pueda
aprender a escribir o dibujar letras individuales, y gradualmente llegue a
escribir su propio nombre,

Poriga harina de mafz o arena en un recipiente plaﬁo (charola o fuente). Diga
una letra v haga que su hijo/a dibuje esa letra en la harina o en la arena.

Haga que su hijo/a diga las letras del alfabeto al tiempo qﬁe'suba o baje las
escaleras, saltando a la cuerda, hamacandose, marchando, columpidndose, etc. |

Traducido del inglés “Beginning Reading Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents,” orte dela Texas Reading
Tniciative, publicado por Tesas Education Agency, 1957 .




Children have Opportunities to learn the relationship

between the sounds of Spoken language and the letters of the
written language (phonics), -

Dear Parents:

Children learn that written words are made up of letters that match the sounds
in spoken words (for example, the letter “n” matches the /n/ sound in
“nurse”). Children should be taught to match the sounds with letters in an
orderly and direct way. But, be prepared for them to figure some matches on

their own. As they learn letter-sound matches, children can practice using
them in words.

Ideas for helping your child at home:

* Teach your child to match the letters in his /her name with the sounds in
his/her name,

* Point out words that begin with the same letter as your child’s name (for

example, “Maria” and “milk”). Talk about how the beginning sounds of the
words are alike, |

* Use alphabet books and guessing games to give your child practice in

matching letters and sounds, A good example is the game, “I am thinking of
something that starts with /t/.”

reach into the bag and take out letters. Have him/her say the sounds that

® Make letter-sounds and ask your child to draw the matching letters in
cornmeal or sand, :

From Beginning Reading Instruction: Practioal [deas for Parents, part of the Texas Reading Initiative, published by
Texas Education Agency, 1997, :




Los nifios tienen oportunidades de aprender la relacién
entre el sonido del lenguaje oral y las letras del
lenguaje escrito (fonética).

g it

Queridos padres:

Los nifios apren'dén'que las'palabras escritas estén compuestas de letras que
equivalen a los sonidos de la palabra hablada. (Por ejernplo: la letra “n”
equivale al sonido /n/ en “nudo”). - '

Los nifios tendrfan que aprender a coordinar esos sonidos con sus letras en
forma directa y ordenada. A medida que lo aprendan, podrén practicarlo en
palabras, luego en frases y libros. . _

Ideas para ayudar a su hijo/a en casa:

¢ Ensefie a su hijo/a a relacionar las letras con los sonidos de su nombre,

Muéstrele palabras que comienzan con la misma letra de su nombre (por
: oYz i" q " 2~ : Pk p p
ejemplo: “Lisa” y “leche”) y enséfiele que los sonidos iniciales de las dos

‘palabras son iguales. -

Usando libros del alfabeto y libros de juegos y preguntas, haga que su nifio/a
practique la correspondencia de las letras con los sonidos.” Un juego
apropiado serfa: “Estoy pensando en algo que empieza con /T/...”

Recorte letras de revistas o escribalas en papélitos y péngalas en una bolsa de
papel. Haga que su hijo/a saque las letras de la bolsa, una por una, y le diga
en voz alta el sonido equivalente a cada letra, ' : '

* - Pronuncie el sonido de letras y haga que su nifio/a dibuje la letra equival-ente
en papel, arena, harina de maiz, etc. ,

-+

Traducido del inglés “Beginning Reading Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents,” orte de la Texas Reading
Iniciative, publicado por Tesas Education Agency, 1997 : '
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~ Children have opportunities to pactl

~ learning about in stories.

o
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Dear Parehts: |

Stories that have words made up of the letter-sound matches children are
learning are called decodable stories. These stories give children practice in
what they are learning about letters and sounds. As children learn to read
fluently, they are more easily able to comprehend (understand) what they are
reading: T - :

Ideas for helping your child at home:
o Ask your child’s teacher to share how you can help your child practice at
home on what she/he is reading in school. ‘

* Asyou read with your child, show her /himn that reading aloud should sound
like talking, : A S ,

¢ If your child is decoding the words'in a sentence slowly, word by word, have
~ her/him reread the sentence to make the reading sound like talking. This
gives your child practice in reading the new words and helps her/him

understand the meaning of the sentence.

° Ifyour child makes a mistake in reading a word, stop her/his reading and
- point out the word that was missed. You may want to help her/him read the
word correctly. When she/he comes to the end of the sentence, have her/him
reread it to make the reading sound like talking. If she/he makes many
mistakes, the book she/he is reading may be too difficult.

Important Side Notes: L _
° Asyoulisten to your child read, give her/him praise and encouragement.

* Post on the refrigerator or home bulletin board a list of the books and stories your child
has read. . '

* When your child has finished reading a book, have her/him read it to another family
" member or friend. '

* Make audio or videotapes of your child reading and send them to grandparents or

L]




'Chlldren have opportumtles to develop and comprehend

‘new vocabulary through wide reading and direct vocabulary
mstructlon.

u‘.\.':i_,_,’_‘ﬁ?":_.] o
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Dear Parents:

|Learning the meanings of new words (Vocabﬁlary) helpé children to read more
'complex books and stories and to learn wonderful new things.” :

Children learn new words by being read to and by reading on their own; the

more children read, the more words they are likely to know. Children also

- |learn words through lessons that focus on the meanings of words and how the
|words are used in written materials. When children write storlés they often .

use their new words.

‘Ideas for helping your child at home:

* Select many kinds of books, stories, and other printed material to read to your
child. Alse, help him/her choose different types of books and stories to read
" on his/her own.

e Talk with your child about daily events, about events that have happened in
the past, and about plans for the future. Every once in a whﬂe use a “hard”
. word and discuss the meaning of that word.

o Have your child keep a list of new words he/ she has learned. Ask him/her to
listen for new words as people talk. Have your child find new words in
newspapers, books, catalogs, and magazines. Discuss the meanings of new
words Wlth your child and have him/her add these to the list. -

e Give your child a word that is found in other words (for example, “ grow is
found in “growing” and “growth”). Ask him/her to name other words that
are related. You can call this group of words a “word family.” Have your

- child make a book of word families by writing woids from the same family on

“a page and by drawing pictures about the words. Clip or staple together
several pages of word families and plctures to form a book.



.'De_ar Paren’ts:

Chlldren can use what they know about letter- sound matches to decode (figure
‘out) written words. They can do this by saying the sounds of the letters and by
smoothly puttmg the sounds: together (blending) to make words.

Being able to decode words helps children to read new words on thelr own.
Good readers learn to decode so quickly and easily that they do not have to use.
plctures to help them figure out words and what they mean.-

g

I_deas for h-elp'ing your child at"h'om'e:

., o« As you and your child look at a new word, touch each letter and say the
.. sound, moving from left to right through the word (for example, say the

sounds /s//u/ /n/ and blend the sounds to make * ‘sun”). Begin with short,

i

mat or “cat.”

i,

.easy words such as ”hop,

Play games Write words on cards and place the cards upside downina’
stack. Take turns choosing a card and blending the sounds to form the word
seen on the card. Use the Word in a sentence.

From Begmmng Readmg Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents, part of the Texas Readmg Imt1ahve pubhshed by
Texas Educahon Agency, 1967. -




- Los nifios tienen oportunidades de aprender
-estrategias para decodificar. | |

Queridqs padres:

Los nifios pueden usar su conocimierito sobre la correspondencia de letra-
sonido para decodificar la palabra escrita. Ellos/as pueden hacerlo diciendo los
sonidos de las letras y cautelosamente, uniendo los sonidos para hacer las
palabras. | - '

.

La capécidad de decodificar palabras ayﬁda a que los nifios /as lean palabras

nuevas solos. Los buenos lectores aprenden a descifrar tan rdpido y tan.
facilmente que no necesitan usar dibujos.

Ideas para ayudar a su hijo/a en casa:

* Cuando usted y su nifio/a quieran decodificar una palabra nueva, sefiale
tocando cada letra de izquierda a derecha y diga su sonido (por ejemplo: diga
los sonidos /s//0/ /1/ y una los sonidos én orden para formar “sol”.
Comience con palabras cortas ¢como “0so,” “pez,” 0 "ave.”

Haga un juego: Escriba palabras en tarjetas y péngalas boca abajo en una pila.

Tome turnos sacando una tarjeta y una los sonidos que corresponden a la

palabra de la tarjeta. Luego hégale usar esa palabra para crear una frase.

Traducido del 'mglés.”Beginning Reading Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents,” orte de la Texas Reading
Iniciative, publicado por Tesas Education Agency, 1997 ‘




i

“Children have « oppor ‘tunities to learn and appr
comprehension strategies as they reﬂect upon and think -
crltlcally about what they read. = -

Dear Parents. ,

Children Who 1dent1fy quickly and correctly most of the words in the books
that they are reading usually comprehend what they are reading. However,
comprehension involves more than just reading the words; it involves
uriderstanding, thinking, and often learning something new. The more -
children know about what they are reading, the more likely they are > to
.comprehend what they are reachng '

-

From their reading, children add new information, ideas, and Vocabulary to
their store of knowledge. Children benefit from comprehen31on activities such
as talking about what they have read, discussing the meanings of new words,
and comparing one story with another. As children start reading more ‘
complex books in science and social stuches, they may learn some spec1f1c
comprehensmn strategles

Ideas for helpmg your child at home:
“As you read a book with your child, ask him/her questions about the book’s
characters, places, and events.
- When returning to a story, have your chﬂd talk about what was already read

Have your child read a new story; then ask him/her to tell you the story in his/her
own words. Be sure the child tells the story in the order in which it happened.

Talk about any new words your child has read in abook. Ask him/her to make up
sentences with the new words and have him/her write out the sentences.

As you read together but before you come to the end of the story, ask your child to

tell how she/he thinks the story will end or how the problems in the story couldbe

solved. - , ]
Talk with your child about how the books he/she is reading are similar to.other

books already read. Ask your child to tell you things he/she has done that are

similar to the events in the story. -

IMPORTANT NOTE: All of the above can be done in the child’s prlmary language :




RS

Chi__ld_ren have opportunities to develop Conce’.pts_af sprint.'

Dear'-Raréntsﬁ_

It is important that children understanid what is meant by a letter, a word, and a
sentence. They also need to understand where to start on a page (congepts of

left to right, top and bottom) and after reading to the end of the line where to go
next. Children need to understand that longer spoken words are represented

by longer, _p’rir_i’_ced words.

Ideas for Hélping ybur child at home:

o When reading to your child track With your finger (move under each word as'
you read so your child understands there is one-printed word for each spoken
word). - :

When you get to the end of a sentence, let him/ her show you where to go
next. | ‘ :

Clap out the number of syllables ina WOrd with your child.

Point to the words as .jmu read them. Help your child to see that there are
spaces between words, that you read from the top of the page to the bottom,
and that you read from left to right. 3 ' '

Ask your child to think about the story as you read it,
From time to time, talk a_bout specific 1ette:_rs and words in the story.

Read expressively: talk the way the story’s characters would talk; make sound
effects and funny faces; and vary the pitch of your voice throughout the story
“to make it more interesting. 3 )

Encourage your child to ask questions about the story’s characters and events.
‘Talk abd_ut the story and relate it to your child’s personal experiences.

Fr_om .Beginning Rending Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parghis, part of the Texas Reading Initiative, published by
Texas Bducation Agency, 1997. : S




Los nifios tienen oportunidades de desarrollar
el concepto de escritura. B

Queridos padres:

Es importante que los nifios/as entiendan qué representa una letra, una palabra
y/o una frase. También necesitan entender la idea de pagina: donde comienza,
dénde termina (los conceptos de izquierda a derecha, de arriba hacia abajo) y
después de terminar de leer un renglén jdénde se continda leyendo? Los nifios
necesitan entender que las palabras largas de pronunciar son representadas por
palabras largas de escribir.

Ideas para ayudar a su hijo/a en casa:

s Cuando lea con su nifio/a, indique y acompafie con su dedo las palabras a
medida que las lee, para que su nifio/a entienda que hay una palabra escrita
por cada palabra leida.

Cuando'lleguen al final de una frase, deje que él/ella le indique dénde
continuar.

Marque el ntimero de silabas que tiene cada palabra lefda, aplaudiendo.

Apunte cada palabra que lea y ayude a su hijo/a a ver los espacios entre ellas.
Hagale ver que usted lee de izquierda a derecha y de arriba de la pagina para
abajo. ‘

Pida a su hijo que piense acerca del cuento mientras usted lo lee.

De vez en cuando, hable sobre algunas letras y/o palabras del cuento.

Lea con expresién imitando los personajes del cuento; exagere los efectos de
sonido y gesticule, variando el timbre de su voz a través de la lectura para
hacerla més interesante.

Anime a su hijo/a para que pregunte detalles acerca de la historia y sus
personajes,

Hable del cuento y relacione la historia con expreriencias personales de su
hijo/a.

Traducido del inglés “Beginning Reading Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents,” orie de la Texas Reading
Iniciative, publicado por Tesas Education Agency, 1997




Children have opportunities te understand and use their
phonemic awareness sk1lls.

Definitions: : L

A phoneme is a smgle speech sound that carries o rneamng by itself. Phonemes are the
sounds we “hear” in words. Phonemic awareness is the understanding that speech is made
up of a sequence of sounds (phonemes) that are combined to form words. It is also the ability
to identify and manipulate those sounds. Phonemic awareness is the best predlctor of learning
to read between kindergarten and second grade. _

Phonics is the relationship between sounds and thelr symbols. In phonics 1nstruct10:n
students learn that phonics are the letters we “see” in words and use in reading and writing,
There is a strong correlation between a chrld s phonem1c awareness development and his/her
success with phonics.

Dear Parents:

Children can learn that spoken sentences are made up of words and that words
are made up of separate sounds. They can learn that many words can be -
separated into syllables (for example, / bu/ / cket / in ”bucket” and /tel/ /e/
/phone/ in telephone ).

Children can also learn that syllables can be separated into sounds (for
example, /b/ /u/ and /k/ /e/ /t/ in “bucket”) and that words can be
scparated into sounds (for example /k/ /a/ /t/ in “cat”). Later children will
be able to connect the sounds in spoken words with the letters in prmted '
words.

Most children w111 benefit from much practice at playmg with the sounds of
words.

Ideas for helpmg your chrld at home:

_ Rhymmg

» Sing songs and read rhyming books with your child. After repeated exposure to rhymmg
books, read a line, then pause and ask your child to fill in the missing thyming word.

‘Beginning Sounds

e Ask your child for a word that begins llke his / her name. Examples S1lly Sara, Happy -
Heather
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Los nifios tienen oportunidades de entendery usar

su conocimiento fonético.

Definicion: .

El fonema es un sonido que no tiene significado. Fonemas son sonidos que “oimos” en las
palabras. La conciencia fonémica es el entendimiento de que la palabra estd compuesta de
una secuencia de sonidos (fonemas) que se recombinan para emitir otras palabras, e incluye la
habilidad de identificar y manipular esos sonidos. La conciencia fonémica es la mejor
predictoria para aprender a leer entre kindergarten y segundo grado.

La fonética es la relacion entre el sonido y su simbolo. Al estudiar la fonética, se aprende que
Ia fonética son las letras que “vemos” en las palabras y que las usamos en lecturas.

.Existe una correlacién acentuada entre el desarrollo de la conciencia fonémica del nifio/a y su
éxito con la fonética,” o ’ :

Queridos padres:

Los nifios pueden aprendei que las frases habladas estdn hechas con palabras y
que las palabras estan hechas con sonidos separados. . También pueden |

-aprender que muchas palabras pueden ser separadas en silabas (por ejemplo:
/bal//de/ en“balde” y /te//1&//fo//no/ en “teléfono”. -

'Los nifios también pueden aprender que las silabas pueden ser separadas en
sonidos (por ejemplo: /b//a//1//d//e/ en “balde”) y que las palabras
también pueden ser separadas en sonidos (por ejemplo: /g//a//t//o/ en
“gato”). Luego, los nifios/as podran conectar los sonidos de las palabras
habladas con las letras de las palabras escritas. |

La mayoria de los alumnos se beneficiard jugando y practicando con los
sonidos de las palabras. |

Ideas para ayudar a su hijo/a en casa:

Rimando: .
¢« Cante canciones y lea con su nifio/a libros de versos que riman. Después de practicar las
rimas varias veces, comience a leer una estrofa, haga una pausa, y anime a su nifio/a para
que la termine, usando las palabras que riman.
¢ (Continda) .
. ) vyl
Traducido del inglés “Beginning Reading Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents,” orte de Ia Texas Reading
Iniciative, publicado por Tesas Education Agency, 1997 '
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Children have opportunities to xite
to spelling and reading,.

Dear“Parents:

As children learn some letter-sound matches and start to read, they begiﬁ to
write words and sentences. Seeing how words are spelled helps children in

reading and writing.

In the éaﬂy grades, reading and spelling are learned together. As children
become better readers, formal spelling lessons are helpful.

Ideas for Helping Your Child at Home:

Your child can learn to spell some words by sounding,out each letter. ‘Short
simple words are best to learn in the beginning. Encourage your child to
write stories and to spell words using the sounds the letters make.

Say a word and have your chﬂd repeat the word. Then have him/her write
the letters that match the sounds in the word.

Point out that some words are similar, Talk ab't"z‘c‘t_‘;t.how “hop” is similar to

i

“top,” “cop,” and “mop.”

Ask your child to draw a picture of a family activity. Have him/her write a
sentence about it below the picture. Encourage your child to say the sentence
and write letters to match the sounds in each word, Be sure and have your
child read what he/she wrote. :

Have your child cut a picture from an old magazine and write a story about
the picture. | .

Tell your child a story and have him/her write an ending for it.
Have your child write letters and thank-you notes to friends and relatives.

As your child progresses, help him/her learn the correct spelling of the words
written.

From Beginning Reading Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents, part of the Texas Reading Initiative, published by
Texas Education Agency, 1997, :




- Los nifios tienen oportunidades de escribir y de
relacionar su escritura con la ortografia y la lectura.

Queridos padreS:

Mientras los nifios/as aprenden la correspondencia de letra-sonido y
| comienzan a leer, ellos/as empiezan a escribir palabras y frases. Viendo cémo
se deletrean las palabras, les ayuda a leer y a escribir.

En los primeros grados aprenden la lectura y la ortografia simultineamente.
Cuando los nifios mejoran su lectura, las lecciones de gramatica y acentuacién
son muy ttiles. - -

“

Ideas para ayudar a su hijo/a en casa: .

® Sunifio/a puede aprender a deletrear las palabras diciendo el sonido de cada
letra. Hs mejor comenzar con palabras cortas. Anime a su hijo/a para que
escriba cuentos y para que deletree las palabras usando el sonido de las

letras. .
Diga una palabra y haga que su nifio/a la repita. Luego hagale escribir las
letras equivalentes a esos sonidos. : | :

Hagale notar que hay palabras que son parecidas entre sf. Hable acerca de

que “pata” es similar a “lata”, “mata”, y a “gata”.

Pidale a su hijo/a que haga un dibujo de alguna actividad familiar. Hégale
escribir debajo una frase describiendo la actividad familiar e incitelo a
verbalizar la frase y a escribir las letras que complementan los sonidos en
cada palabra. Asegtirese que su nifio/a lea lo que él/ella escribié, -

Haga que su nifio/a escriba cuentos sobre ilustraciones recortadas de revistas
viejas. - )

Empiece a contarle un cuento y haga que él/ella escriba un final para ese
cuento. |

Haga que su nifio/a escriba cartas y notas de agradecimento a amigos y
parientes. = '

A medida que su nifio/a progresa, aytidele a aprender a corregir la
ortografifa de las palabras que escribe.

Traducido del inglés “Beginning Reading Instruction: Practical Ideas for Parents,” orte de la Texas Reading
Iniciative, publicado por Tesas Education Agency, 1997
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Children have opportunities to read and comprehend a wide
assortment of books and other texts. |

Dear Parents:

As children become fluent readers, they will begin to read and comprehend
more complex books and stories. Children become excited about reading.
They enjoy reading all kinds of books, stories, riewspapers, and magazines by
themselves. ’ : : ‘ : .

'} Having books at home for children to read is important. Classroom and school
libraries miust offer children many kinds of reading materials; some should be
easy to read while other’s should be more difficult. Children should be able to
bring books home for reading with family members. :

-

Ideas for helping your child at home:

o Encourage your child to read books and other materials related to her/his
interests or hobbies. ‘ '

Have your child read game instructions, recipe directions, comic books,
catalogs, toy advertisements, and children’s magazines. |

Make sure your child has a comfortable, quiet spot for reading,

When you'r'child finishes reading a book or story, find time for her/him to tell
yotrand other family members about it. (This may be done in child’s primary
language.) | o | 5 - _

Set aside a Sﬁecial time during the week for everyone in the family to read.
Turn off the television and enjoy the quiet. This lets your child know that
reading is important and pleasurable for everyone in the family.




