
Common Core Reading Standards Foundational Skills Kindergarten 
The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 

The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home to 
support what children are learning in the classroom . 

KI ndergartne rs: 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

3. Know a nd apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skill. in decoding words. 

a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one 
letter-sound correspondence, by producing 
the primary or many of the mo,t frequent 
sound for each consonant. 

b. Associate the long and 'hort sound s with 
common spellings (graphemes) for the f ive 
major vowels. 

c . R.!ad common higl">-frequency words by sight 
(e.g .. the. of. to. yo<I. she. my. i.s. aTe. do. does). 

d. Distinguish between sim ilarly spe lled words by 
identifying the sou nds of the lettErs that differ. 

Fluency 

4. Read eme''gent-reader texts with pu ,pose and 
under standi ng. 

Ae c 
~----



Common Core Writing Standards Kindergarten 
The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 

The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at 
home to support what children are learning in the classroom. 

Kinde rgartne rs: 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. Use a combination of drawing. d ictating. and 
wr iting to c-ompose op inion pi",C"..?s in whk h th~ 
tell a r~ad.;.r tho? topic or thO!? name of the book 
they are writing about and state an opinion or 
pll?ference about the topic or boo k (e.g .. My 
favorit~ book;s .. ,), 

2. USE- a combination of drawing. dictating. and 
\Off iting to compose informative/ -=xp lanato l), 
texts in \vh ich they name what they are writing 
about and supply som~ information about the­
topic . 

3. Use a combination o f drawing, dictating. and 
writing to narrat-3 a singl-:- .;-v.;;nt or seVo?ral 
loosely linked events . tell about the events in 
the order in which they occ.urred, and pro ..... ide a 
react ion to what ha ppened. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. ( Begins in grade 3) 

5. With gu idClnce Clnd support from adults. r~spond 
to questio ns and suggestions from peel's and 
add d.,;otails to str.,;ongthen writing as net::ded. 

6. With 9uidanc~ Clrd support fro m adults. ;,?xplore 
a variHY of dig ital tools to procluc;.? and publish 
writing. including in collaboratbn with p?Efs. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

i . Partie ipat~ in shared ffi~a rc hand writi ng 
project'; (e.g .. explore a numb.:-t" of books by 
a favorit-? author and express opinions about 
them ). 

8 . With guidClnco? and support from adults. 
recall information fro m experiences 01' gathe-r 
information from provided s.o urc"?s to answer eo 
question. 

9. ( 8-egins in grade 4 ) 

Range of Writi ng 

10 . ( Begins in grade 3) 



Speaking and Listening Standards Kindergarten 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do 

at home to support what children are learning in the classroom . 

Kindergartners: 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

1. Partkipate in collaborativ"" conversations with 
diwrsE- partn;:;rs about kind~,garten tOPics i#('Id 
to?xts with peE'rs and adults in small and largE'r 
groups. 
a . Fol low agr~ed-upon rules fo r discussions (e.g., 

li stening to others and t.aking turn s sp;.aking 
about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continuo? a conversat ion through mUltiple 
e;.xchang,;;.s. 

2. Confirm unde-rstanding o f a text re.ad aloud or 
information presented orally o r through other 
m ... dia by asking and answ ... ring questions 
about key d",tai lsand requo?sting clarification if 
something is not understood. 

3. Ask and answ.:or que-stions in order to s~k help, 
get informatio n, o r clarify someth ing that is not 
und ... r :s.tood. 

Prosenl.tlon Of Knowledgo ""d Ido •• 

4. De-serib"? famil iarp-?ople. plac"?s, things, and 
ewnts and. with prompting and suppo rt. provid~ 
additional d'?tail. 

5. Add drawings or o th ... r v isual displaY5 to 
d605criptions as cI€s ired to provid-? additional 
de-tail. 

6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, f~etings. and 
id€'as clearly. 



language Standards Kindergarten 
The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 

The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do 
at home to support what ch ildren are learning in the classroom. 

Kindergartners: 

Conventions of Standard English 

1. De-monstrate command of th..,. conv,,"ntions o f 
standard English grammar and usag", WhM 
writing or speaking, 

a. Print many uppE-r- and lo~r<: ase- IE-tt~s . 

b. Us.;; fri'qu&nt ty occurring nouns and ~b$. 

c. Form r.9U1ar plural notIns orally by adding lsi 
or /~s/ (".0;1 .. dog. dogs; wish. w;5he.s). 

d Unde-ntand and ~ ~stion words 
(inte-rYog.ti ...... s) ( •. g .. who. whac. wh.,., whM'l. 
why, hoW). 

~ . Uw- th~ most frliqUE-ntly occulTing 
pr.;;opositk:os (@.9 .. to. from. in, out. on, off, for. 
ot; by. wfth). 

f . Produc~ and .xpand complet'" ~ntEI"K.S in 
5Maro!;d Icmguaga activit ies. 

2. De-monstrate command of th.;;o cony.:.ntions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuat ion, and 
spelling wn.;-n writing. 

a . Capitalizoio tM first word in a ~'"'nti'nCw and tM 
pronoun I. 

b. ~cogniz ... and nam~ ~nd punctuation. 
<: . Writ~ c; k-tt-ir 0( loE-ttE'rs for most <:onw-nant 

and short-vow ... 1 sounds (phon;;.me-s). 

d. 5pE'1I simpl ... words phono?tica lly. drawing on 
knowl ... dgii> o f sound-Is-It . .., roE-lation!"ohlps. 

Knowledge of Language 

3. (B-egins in grade 2) 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
d. DE-t.;ormine o r clarify t~ me-aniog of unknown and 

multipl~m-eaoin9 VKIrds and phras~s based 0 0 

la"ndergaftM rHding ilnd contMt. 
a. Identify oew meanings fo r fami liar words and 

apply th-.?m accurate-Iy (e-.g .. knowing duck i s a 
bird and l.;oarning th.;o verb eo duck). 

b. U~ the most frEqu.;>ntly oC('utTiog infle-dio os 
and aHix-es (+.9 .• ~d. os. reo. Ui"J - , pre-. -luI. 
-I~s s) as a due- to the m ... aoing of an unkoowo 
word. 

5. With guidan, .. and SUPPOlt from adults. ~p lor.;o 
word relationships and nuao(' ... s in word m~ning s. 

a. 50rt ('ammon objE<"ts ioto cate-gorjes(~.9 .• 
shape-s, food s) to gain a sense o f th.;> cOl"K'i'pts 
th~ cat~gorie-s r",pN-~nt . 

b. Ds-l"\""IOnstrat ... und ... r standing o f fl"@oqu ... otty 
oc('urriog verbs and adje-....""ti'o'as by relating 
th ... m to th ... ir opposites (aotonyms). 

C. Identif y real-life conn ... ctions b;;twe-en W'Ords 
and their U5 ... (.;>.g .• noto? ptaoes at schoo l that 
are coIor!-.;!). 

d. Dhtinguish shades of m ... i1Oing among verbs 
dE'scribing the sam ... ge-n?ra l act ion ( .... g~ 
walk. mM"('h, strut, prance) by actiog out the­
meanings. 

6. US-? words and phrases acquir.,:;d through 
conve-rsations. ~ading aod be-ing r...ad to. and 
~spondin9 to t~xts . 



Common Core Reading Standards for Kindergarten 
The standards explain what ch ildren should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 

The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home 
to support what child ren are learning in the classroom. 

Kinde rgartne rs: 
Key Ideas and Details 

1. With prompting and support. ask and answer 
qu;;?stions abo ut key d.:-tails in a text . 

2. With prompting and support. r~tell familiar 
stories, inc lud ing key details. 

3. \'Vith prompting and support. identify characters. 
settings. and major events in a story. 

Craft and Structure 

4, Ask and ansv/el' q u~stions abo ut unknown words 
in a t"?xt. 

5. Recognize common types of texts (e.g., 
storybooks. poems). 

6. With prompting and support. name t~ author 
and illustrator of a story and cI-?fine the rol-=" of 
each in t;?lIing the story. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. \Vith prompting and support. describe the 
relationship be-tw~en illustratio ns and tho£- story in 
which they appear (e.g .. what n'loment in a story 
an illustration d.:picts). 

8. (Not applicabl€- to litl?rature) 

9. With prompting and support. compare and 
contrast t he adventures and experi~nces of 
charact~rs in familiar stori~s, 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10, A<tiy.e.ly engagE' in group reading activiti.:s with 
purpos€- and und.:rstanding, 



Common Core Math Standards for Kindergarten 
Numbers and Operations 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home 

to support what children are learning in the classroom. I 

Counting and Cardinality 

Kno,w ,l'Il11ml>erm ....... a"<ll th~ eoul'lt ~<I~ne~. 

L Coun.t to 100 by ones. and by tens.... 

2. Count fOl"W'ard bc~NQ1.Q from 1I ~l¥Cn muT'l~Q' wrt:tt.l the krown 
SClqlJCn:::C (1ftS,tc!,od of Mv.I"I.i;I to bcQn .at 1.;L 

~ WI'IOO rwlTl'bers fran 0 to:2o. ~t II nunool' of oo)l!cts WlIth.a 
W1'lttO'1o rwmo-lI l 0-20 (wrth 0 Fq:II'~mg II cOtJrtt: of no oo)Cct:s.) . 

COul'lt to Mil tM 1'1 um l>er of oI>J~'_ 

K.CC 

4.. Undcrsto!nd"t:h.4l rcla~ bc!tw"CQ"1o ntlmbc!rs.and quoan:tJ'bC-s.; com.cct 
counhn9 to Qrdna1rtv. 

.; . v..'ncn cOIllnUt9 obfICCu." s.ay 1t'1e nunbcr n:.ames .... tile s;tzF"dDrd 
0I"dc-:, p,a .. tI1'i;l cadl OO,o:t wrth ale and ontv ale number rullTlC 
lIn::i c,a.:h rwlT1'ncr Mmc wrth ale- oIS"1.d ally CC1,.(!" ob,ICct . 

lIn<:icrs.tand 1tt4t'the ias.trwmbar I'\4T1C sad oo~ 1ttoe num'Da of 
ob)C:c't$ counted The rwmbcl!' of ~!tOCts IS the :!MmlC!-re~b.s of 
thOCT lIrrlUlijO'Tlcm: Of' 1hc ordcl''' duch they Wtlf'C COIUlI'tted 

c... Urt.dcrstand th.at c.ach $lICC~ oombcr rullmC refO's to II quantrty 
th.at IS. one IDIVCI: 

.!i. C"otInt to 4i1Swa "how mm)'?'" questtOnS ,ai)~t as miS1.y 4S- :20 th.:81Q$ 
IIrroDnQcd Ift.a line. a rocct,Ul9!l'l:lr arr,zry. or II clI'dc!. CA' m. rTVIny' as. 10 
'tI't.wt.Qs. ... .os SQlttcrc:::l co nh:g u PiiJ tol'lI; Qn-cn.a IWrnp cr ttom 1- 20 ~ C OII.I'1.t 
oot Uurt many ~ct:s... 

co m !)ar~ nu ml>e to. 

iI1. ldon.tlfy wmrtl"l.CI' "tttc ruJrnDG' of dDJO:t:!O. m OI1C' gl"OlUg) IS. 'i;J"C,uOO1' than,. 
k'$$1t1,an.. 01' cqull l to the n\,lm'bcl' of oO,lCcts m lIn.o1fn.cr ~\P,. c.~ by 
u~ fT"mtdi'lmq ATld ~n.tI8'19 S,1J'lItc9JCs...~ 

, . Compa!lC" tw::> nJmOOf'S. bctwc01 1 4'I'1d 10 ~ntcd liS, wr.rttcn 
1l'W1!T'1C1''' 

Numbl!r and Operillions In lIilSe Te.n 

WOrk w~h "u"'l>er~ ,,-,g tOllal n foun<latlol'lO for ~I""" v~ue. 

K.NIIT 

, . Compo;s.c and dccompos.ct mlm'DCI',s, from 11 to 19 mto 'ben ~ And 
some furthar oncSp c..g,.... by uSSlij oo~ccts 01' cWoDWWl'ijil!M. mt.d rccOl"d c~dl. 
CaTlPOSltJOn 01' dco:cn~ by.a c*.awwt.g 01' equmt:cl (c .g... 18 = 10 .. 
$.); undcl'$tcnd Uurt ~....c nJmbcn. arc com~d of ten om.e oT1.d 0I'tC,. 

two.1Ivcc, fout;. five,. :SiD(,. $C~n,. cqtt,. 01' ftM1.C!' 011.($. 

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child deve lop 
these skills? 

• Help your child learn to count forward from 1 to 100, Don't always begin at 
1; start at other numbers sometimes. 

• Show your child how to write numbers from 0 to 20, and let him match 
objects like coins or blocks to the number so he how many items a number 
represents. 

• Help your child understand that the last number spoken when counting 
indicates the number of items, and it doesn't matter what order was used 
- starting at the top, bottom, left, or right - you still get the same number. 

• Arrange items in different ways -line, circle, or square - to show your child 
that the count is the same no matter how things are grouped. Items 
arranged in a line are easier to count, so give him practice using other 
configurations. 

• Help him understand that each successive number name refers to a 
quantity that is one higher; six is one more than five . 

• Tell your child a number and ask him to count out that many items -
blocks, raisins, coin, etc. 

• Arrange two groups of items and ask your child to tell you which group has 
more or less, or they are the same (equal). 

• Write numbers up to 20 two ways on index cards - in digits (1, 2, 3, .. ), and 
as written numerals (one, two, three ... ). Let your child match the cards, 

• Show your child how to illustrate number groups in drawings. For example, 
if he has 12 blocks and removes 3 blocks, he has 9 blocks left. Show him 
that 12 is a ten and two ones, and that 9 is 9 ones. 



Common Core Math Standards Kindergarten 
Algebra and Patterns 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home to 

support what children are learning in the classroom. 

K.OA 

Understand addUlon as putting together and adding to, and under' 
stand subtraction aJ taking apart and taking rtom. 

RopreICnl.dcibOn.nd suotr.ctacn W1th cop::ts. fIn9ors. ment.1 
rnllgm. dr .. !0J'9'. sound> (0 g.. clllp'l.ct~ wI .lltu.1bcns, ""Jb;lJ 
e"PJluWllocru. 4!l(proworu. er Cq.JlIlIcru.. 

2 Solve odd!bOn IFId ~btri>CbOn word probAlm~ IFId odd and SIlDlr.ct 
10. f" , by UU19 ob""ts er ci-.wngs to rcllnlscnt IN prob"" 

J OaCOfll)Ol4l oomtxn _ IiWII er eq.Jll l to 101\10 Piln 1\ mer. 
tNn "". way. 0 g.. by uSIlg objllc!s er dr~.nd record em: 
docoll1J)O$.tlO<1 by. chW'IQ er aquotlcn (e.g.. 5: 2 ' llFld 5: 4 • n 

4 ~ ony ""mll ... frern 110 9. Mdtllc numbOl' tNl moO<cs 10 wn. 
.dded 101M ~on numbo~ og.. bylPl9 ob)octser cr .. _"d 
record the .ns.ver 'K'!h. dravmg er e~n 

~ ~.ntly odd IFId ~btri>C1 W1iIr\ !i. 

. ,cas 
the~ 

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

• Use many different ways to show your child how to add and subtract. 
Let her use real items such as blocks, raisins, or cheerios. Help her 
draw items on paper. Show her how to clap once for each successive 
number - 6 claps equals six items. Let her "see" the numbers in her 
mind. 

• Help your child to act out the situations by moving items around -so 
that she can see that taking two blocks away from a pile of 10 blocks 
leaves 8 blocks. Ask her to add 3 more blocks and see how many she 
has. 

• show her how to use the numbers and symbols in equations to 
represent what she is doing. For example, if she has 5 blocks and adds 
2, she can show that with 5 + 2 = 7. 

• Help her understand that numbers can be deconstructed in more than 
one way. For example, 7 can be 0 + 7, 6 + 1, S + 2, 4 + 3, and the 
number can be moved around - 7 + 0, 1 + 6, 2 + 5, 3 + 4 . 

• Help your child understand the equations that make ten of any thing­
how many do we need to add to get 10 if we have 1, 2, 3 ... 



Speaking and listening Standards Kindergarten 
Geometry and Spatial Sense 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade. 
The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the right is what you can do 

at home to support what children are learning in the classroom 

Geometry K,G 

I d~nU'y lind d,e~rlboe Snlll>t\! (Sq.Ullr-es, did.,.!;, t,lang l&, ,redlll'l!ll&, 
hex:asOM. eu'boes. eones, ey'II ,t'!d,ers, lind sph"r-es). 

, . Ocsaa. ob)CCts .. the c n ..... cnncnt tls.tg IhDmDS of sI1.'lpcs..an:::l 
dcscr.tbc' tftlc oo.1irt:1'to'C ~1tOI!1$ of 1:ttc:~ oo}CCt5 'IJ$W1IijI tcnns wdl m. 
"bovg. bgbw. b4>.sro., in front of. ~hind. and ~ to. 

L CCC'f(lctly n.amc< si1:Ipcs rcQilr.::Ue~ of 1ft.4:: .. OI"KlIltDt.tons. 01' ovor.a~ S1IZC­

!. Identify shal>CS as two-dmawona' (~ .. a pia .... ;u,r) a 1i1I'c.,. 
dn".,=""" ( "'so' cI") . 

Anllly%", eomf)a"'. e",lIt", lind' eom~se $Mpe~ 

4. AMIy2llt and compore h\<>- and li1I'c<l""dm""""",,, I .m,,,,,.,., .. 
dJffcl"ClIlt :S1mCS.and OI"lMnta~ llI!W1.ijJ ~.:j::nna ' &ang'J~C to dcsc:rioc 
t:tte_ s.1rmSarmc~ dIffe~flCC5., p.7'3 (e.g... nullT"lDar of SIde:;, lind 
varUc:cs,f\:om.O'S") A"ld otncl'lIttrbJ'tes (e.g... h.av~ SIdes of cqJ.a1 
IonQlh). 

S. Model shal>Cs .. the worid by Il'J.6dJ"I' ~C!$ i'Om c=aunt. (~ 
st>::1<0 and cloy bool .. ) and draWWl'\il ~""-

t~ Compos<! ","""II> silo pes to form b"'\Ja ~"- For ",,~_k>, CC"" you 
join t~~ two tf'l:~ng/Q!,; with fuN jkJQs touching to m/!!JkQ ~ FQl:t~n~Q]" 

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

• Help your child learn various words to describe objects she sees in 
her world. For example, when she describes a dog, it could be 
large, furry, soft, and friendly. When she describes where her shoes 
are, they might be next to, under, behind, or on top of the bed. 

• Let your child see that shapes (circle, square, rectangle, triangle) 
remain the same shape no matter how large or small they are. 

• Help your child practice naming shapes she sees in her 
surroundings. 

• Show your child the difference between two-dimensional shapes 
(flat, like a piece of paper) and three-dimensional shapes (solid, like 
a cereal box). 

• Talk with your child about how shapes differ - kind of edge 
(straight or curved), number of corners, number and length of 
sides. 

• Show your child how to use clay, play doh, string, or yarn to make 
different shapes. Help her draw the shapes on paper with pencils, 
crayons, markers, or paint. 

• Help your child see that putting two shapes together might make 
different shapes. For example, putting two triangles together might 
make a square, or putting two squares together might make a 
rectangle. 

• Help your child see shapes in her world: ask what shape she sees in 
windows, car tires, sections of sandwiches, etc. 


