Advanced Designation for 9th Grade English
All students enrolled in regular 9th grade English may elect to apply for advanced credit.  Students and their parents must decide whether to submit an application for advanced designation. The decision should be thoughtfully and carefully considered as the workload is more demanding and teacher expectations are much higher for advanced designation students.  

Qualifications to apply:
1. An academic English grade of an A or a B+ for the first quarter of 9th grade
2. ReadTheory and/or CAASPP scores at or above grade level

3. Strong writing skills as evident in a sample essay to be submitted with this application
4. 8th grade English grades reflecting an A or a B
Differences Between Regular and Advanced Designation:
1. All tests, writing and project work will be evaluated using a more demanding grading system.

2. One additional assigned novel/book and accompanying project/paper per semester will be required of advanced students.

3. Advanced students’ self-selected reading must consist of more challenging, higher level materials.
4. Most writing assignments and projects will require quantitative enhancement.  For example, advanced research papers may be 4-5 pages long while regular students will be required to write 2-3 pages. 

5. Records will reflect “advanced English,” although the grade point average will remain the same. For example:  A = 4 points, B = 3 points, C = 2 points, D = 1 point, F = 0 points
Once redesignated, the student must stay in advanced designation through the end of the semester.  If the student wishes to discontinue advanced designation for the 2nd semester, he/she must type a one page explanation of his/her reasons for wishing to terminate advanced designation.  The student must have his/her parent sign the explanation and then give it to their teacher for consideration. 

Pending teacher approval, all students who are enrolled in advanced English the first semester will be registered for it the second semester.  Students who did not elect to take advanced English during the first semester may apply for it the second semester only with an English teacher’s recommendation.

*If after carefully considering the requirements necessary for advanced designation, and if both parent and student agree that the student will succeed, interested students must complete a brief writing assessment.
**No late applications will be accepted!
9th Grade Advanced English Application

Name: 


ID #:

Period: 



English Grades in 8th Grade:
Fall semester:

Spring semester:

Fall Semester English 9 Grade (if applicable):
__________________________________________________________________
Advanced Designation for 9th Grade English Contract
*Please sign and return this agreement on the _____________________________.
__________________________________________________________________

I have discussed the advanced designation policy with my student and we agree that he/she will succeed as an advanced English student.

Parent’s Name: ____________________________   

Parent’s Signature: ____________________________   Date: _________

I understand the advanced designation policy and agree with my parent that I am prepared to succeed as an advanced English student.
Student’s Signature: ___________________________   Date: _________
