2020-2021 AP( Psychology Syllabus

Mr. Richard Johnson
rjohnson@gusd.net

Crescenta Valley High School

CVHS Distance Learning Zoom Etiquette and Norms:
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Always login to Clever first using your GUSD student email account. (clever.gusd.net)

· Log in on time or early if possible.

· Turn camera on and show your image, shoulders up.

· Your own first and last name must be in the Zoom window.

· Select a plain, distraction free background.

· Be respectful and act professionally.

· Use chat box for class-related messages.

· Contact your teacher using email when chat is not in use.

· Mute yourself when asked.  Unmute when teacher asks you to respond. 
· Avoid multi-tasking and stay focused.

· Be prepared for class with all materials.

· Maintain an organized workspace.
Course Philosophy / Key Concepts

This course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavioral and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  This course is designed as preparation for the AP test in psychology. It follows the College Board guidelines concerning topics covered in the examination. These guidelines, as well as practice tests and other valuable AP materials, can be found on the College Board website: 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com
General Plan for the Course

The student will be expected to use any resources deemed necessary to complete the objectives of the course. The course textbook will be extremely valuable in preparing for tests and quizzes but students should not limit themselves to this resource alone. There are several other texts and study guides available in the classroom for students to utilize that will help prepare them for the AP exam in May. Classroom instruction will entail note taking, essay writing, experimental activities, projects, and group activities.

Textbook
Myers, David G. Myers’ Psychology for AP. Holland, Michigan: Worth Publishers 

I will provide all additional articles and supplementary materials required for class assignments. I will also be maintaining a class website that will be updated periodically with class notes and homework assignments.  This website will be an important part of keeping up in class, especially in the case of absences:

http://www.cvhsfalcons.com/hart

Testing

Approximately halfway through each unit, a 20-25 question multiple choice quiz will be given to assess student mastery of the material up to that point.  At the end of each unit there will be a unit test consisting of 50 multiple-choice questions taken from all the material covered in the text and in class.  In addition, we will have a cumulative test at the end of each quarter that will cover all material from the beginning of the year through the most current unit.

Homework

You need to review your notes and the text every night, especially when no other work is assigned, as the only way to succeed in this class is to be constantly practicing at home what you are learning in class. Homework will be assigned by unit as a packet, and should be ready to be turned in at the beginning of class on the day of the unit test.  All handouts are both available online as well as in the files in the front of the room.

Group Work

During group work discussion is encouraged, but class discussion should be psychology related. Each member of the group needs to participate equally in completing the assignment.

Late Assignments

Assignments can only be made up for full credit if the absence is excused.  In order to be accepted, you must write the date absent on the assignment before you turn it in.  Get to know someone in class, so if you are absent, you can find out what was covered in advance. It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed due to an excused absence.  

Late work is accepted but results in 10 points off your assignment or homework packet for each day late.  In order to be accepted, you must write “LATE” followed by the number of days on the assignment before you turn it in.  Assignments without the number of days late on them will not be graded.
Standards of Conduct in the Class
Class conduct can be summed up as respect, responsibility, and accountability.  Everyone must respect one another, as well as the school’s property and each other’s property.  You are responsible for your education, which includes asking questions, listening, studying, being on time and seeking help when necessary.  You are accountable for these responsibilities and will receive the appropriate rewards or consequences. 

Consequences: Progressive discipline will be used unless the situation requires an immediate referral to the appropriate administrator.  The steps are (1) reminding you of appropriate behavior (this may include a seating change), (2) a phone call or email to your parent at home or at work, (3) parent conference to create an “Improvement Plan” for you, and (4) referral to office and possible suspension from class.  

Grading Policy

You earn your grade.  It is dependent on your overall points, which includes tests, quizzes, homework, classwork, group work, and projects. Daily work is expected; otherwise you will fall behind quickly.  It is your responsibility to do the classwork, group work, homework and readings.  Your total grade for the class will be determined by the total number of points you earn divided by the total number of points possible in the class.

Grade of A:  90%-100%   
A level work demonstrates excellence overall with no major 

weaknesses.  This includes an A grade on tests and labs.  A level work 

displays excellent presentation and clarification of key concepts of the 

unit.  All written work is outstanding and presented in excellent format.

Grade of B:  80%-89%     
B level work demonstrates more strengths than weaknesses.  This 

includes A and B grades on tests and labs.  All written and oral work is on the whole clear, precise and well presented.

Grade of C:  70%-79%     
C level work demonstrates slightly more than a minimal level of skill 

and comprehension of material covered in the class.  C level work 

demonstrated by a C grade on tests and average presentation of formal 

written material.  C level work shows some assignments are reasonably 

well done but others are poorly done or mediocre at best.

Grade of D:  60%-69%     
D level work demonstrates a minimal level of skill and comprehension 

of material covered in class. 

 
Grade of F:  Below 60%
F level work demonstrates that the student has failed to comprehend 

the material and to the required work of the course.  F level work is 

demonstrated by a grade of F or lower on tests and below average presentation of formal written material.

Course-Long Plan

	Unit
	Topic / Standard
	Description
	Approximate Time
	Projects

	1
	History and Approaches

[CR 1]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in psychology’s history and approaches.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Logic, Philosophy, and History of Science 
2.  Approaches: 

a. Biological 

b. Behavioral 

c. Cognitive 

d. Humanistic 

e. Psychodynamic 

f. Sociocultural 

g. Evolutionary/Sociobiological 
	1 Week
	Counting Fidgets

Truth – Lie Activity

	1
	Research Methods

[CR 2]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in psychological research methods
[CR 16]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in ethics and research methods used in psychological science and practice. This course outlines and identifies experimental and descriptive research methods and the statistics used with each.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Experimental, Correlational, and Clinical Research: 

a. Correlational (e.g., observational, survey, clinical) 

b. Experimental 

2.  Statistics: 

a.  Descriptive 

b.  Inferential 

3.  Ethics in Research 
	1 Week
	M&M( Sampling Lab

Normal Probability Curve

	2
	Biological Bases of Behavior

[CR 3]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in biological bases of behavior.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Physiological Techniques (e.g., imaging, surgical) 
2.  Neuroanatomy 

3.  Functional Organization of Nervous System 

4.  Neural Transmission 

5.  Endocrine System 

6.  Genetics 
	2 Weeks
	Reaction Time and Neural Processing

The Brain Diagram

The Dollar Bill Drop

The Importance of a Wrinkled Cortex

	3
	Sensation and Perception

[CR 4]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in sensation and perception.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Thresholds 
2.  Sensory Mechanisms 

3.  Sensory Adaptation 

4.  Attention 

5.  Perceptual Processes 
	2 Weeks
	Light / Dark Adaptation Activity

Rods and Cones Lab

Taste and Smell Lab

Size Weight Illusion

Balance Sensitivity

Sensory Interdependencies

	4
	States of Consciousness

[CR 5]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in states of consciousness.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Sleep and Dreaming 
2.  Hypnosis 

3.  Psychoactive Drug Effects 
	2 Weeks
	Dream Analysis Activity

	5
	Learning

[CR 6]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in learning.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.


	1.  Classical Conditioning 
2.  Operant Conditioning 

3.  Cognitive Processes in Learning 

4.  Biological Factors 

5.  Social Learning 
	2 Weeks
	Classical Conditioning Activity

Operant Conditioning Student Training

Learned Helplessness Activity

Reinforcement vs. Punishment

Schedules of Reinforcement

	6
	Memory

[CR 7]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in cognition.

[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Memory  
	1 - 2 Weeks
	Car Crash Eyewitness Testimony

Effects of Unconscious Memory on Subjective Judgments

How to Study Actively

Organization and Memory

Short-Term Memory Activity

	7
	Cognition and Language

[CR 7]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in cognition.

[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Language 

2.  Thinking 

3.  Problem Solving and Creativity
	2 Weeks
	Intuition Versus Empiricism Activity

Reorganization and Productive Thinking Activity

Mental Set as an Obstacle to Problem Solving

The Hospital Room Problem

	8
	Testing and Individual Differences

[CR 11]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in testing and individual differences.

[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Standardization and Norms 
2.  Reliability and Validity 

3.  Types of Tests 

4.  Ethics and Standards in Testing 

5.  Intelligence 

6.  Heredity/Environment and Intelligence 

7.  Human Diversity 
	2 Weeks
	A Mock Intelligence Test Activity

Divergent Thinking

Chitling Test Activity

Sample RAT Test Lab

Insight Activity



	9
	Motivation and Emotion

[CR 8]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in motivation and emotion.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Biological Bases 
2.  Theories of Motivation 

3.  Hunger, Thirst, Sex, and Pain 

4.  Social Motives 

5.  Theories of Emotion 
	2 Weeks
	Facial Feedback Hypothesis Lab

Personal Space Invasion

Sexual Orientation Group Activity

Body Language in the Classroom Activity

	10
	Developmental Psychology

[CR 9]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in develop-mental psychology.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	 1.  Life-Span Approach 
2.  Research Methods (e.g., longitudinal, cross-sectional) 

3.  Heredity-Environment Issues 

4.  Developmental Theories 

5.  Dimensions of Development: 

a.  Physical 

b.  Cognitive 

c.  Social 

d.  Moral 

6. Sex Roles, Sex Differences
	2 Weeks
	Playing Piajet Group Activity

Motor Milestones

The Secretary Game

Gender Role Stereotyping in Toys

	11
	Personality

[CR 10]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in personality.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Personality Theories and Approaches 
2.  Assessment Techniques 

3.  Self-concept, Self-esteem 

4.  Growth and Adjustment
	2 Weeks
	Assessing Student Assertiveness

The Locus of Control Test Activity

Defining Personality

The Sentence Completion Test

	12
	Stress and Health Psychology

[CR 8]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in motivation and emotion.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Stress
	1 - 2 Weeks
	Defense Mechanisms Group Activity

Identifying Defense Mechanisms

Online Stress Test

	13
	Abnormal Psychology

[CR 12]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in abnormal psychology.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Definitions of Abnormality 
2.  Theories of Psychopathology 

3.  Diagnosis of Psychopathology 

4.  Anxiety Disorders 

5.  Somatoform Disorders 

6.  Mood Disorders 

7.  Schizophrenic Disorders 

8.  Organic Disorders 

9. Personality Disorders 

10.  Dissociative Disorders
	3 Weeks
	Addiction Simulation Activity

Diagnosing Mental Disorders

Gender Stereotyping and Labeling Mental Illness

The Obsessive Compulsive Test



	14
	Treatment of Psychological Disorders

[CR 13]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in treatment of psychological disorders.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Treatment Approaches: 
a.  Insight Therapies: Psychodynamic/Humanistic Approaches 

b.  Behavioral Approaches 

c.  Cognitive Approaches 

2.  Biological Approaches (psychopharmacology/psychosurgery) 

3.  Modes of Therapy (e.g., individual, group) 

4.  Community and Preventive Approaches


	3 Weeks
	Clinical Diagnosis PsychTrek

Suggesting Treatments for Abnormal Behavior Group Activity

Systematic Desensitization Activity

	15
	Social Psychology

[CR 14]

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in social psychology.
[CR 15] 

Evidence of Curricular Requirement: The course provides instruction in empirically- supported psychology facts, research findings, terminology, associated phenomena, major figures, perspectives, and psychological experiments.
	1.  Group Dynamics 
2.  Attribution Processes 

3.  Interpersonal Perception 

4.  Conformity, Compliance, Obedience 

5.  Attitudes and Attitude Change 

6.  Organizational Behavior 

7.  Aggression/Antisocial Behavior 
	2 - 3 Weeks
	Deindividuation Activity

Demonstrating Obedience Activity

Foot in the Door Activity

Gender Bias in Leader Selection Activity

Group Decisions and Stereotyping

Inducing Cognitive Dissonance Activity

Level of Aspiration Activity

The Actor-Observer Effect Activity


