Waterways to Freedom:
The Underground Railroad in Hampton Roads

»By Cassandra Newby-AIexander Ph _D , '

v \_-A ‘;

““aProfessor of History




A T W W ——— g — . —————— T — - ——

S50 Reward.

My Negro Man MOSES, lelt ,
ray employ about the 12l inst, |
|

American Beacon . He igabout 20 years oll, davk
April 24,1834 .t complexion, stout nade, high
Ve check kones and very while

b

= ,E&tcct!:. He was ¢:esced it blue

SR M oy -
cassinet jacket and t.owsers. Twill zivethe
above reward lor Lis apprehension and  se
cuving him in Jail, if taken i tueslate, 59
that [ gret bim agiin; orone hundred roliars
if taken out o’ the stale.
JNO. G. HATTON.
P ortsmouth, March 28 13

MF




Twenty Five Dollars Reward.

HAGAR, ’a‘N-’o"?“id'Wétﬁiﬁ"*m 3

) years of age, rather a
8 per coloured Negro, slim and tall,
say above the middle beight, Ler
v head inclives forward from her
shoulders more than custonmary,

narrow visage, her mouth projects,

sold

Norfolk, and ran away in June last ; Hagar,
hasadaughterliving with Wm. Jones, about

4 miles from Norfolk, off the road luding.to
Great Bridge, has been seen about N. P. Ta-
tem’s place, at Ferry Point and 1 Ports-
mouth—her mother-in-law’s name is Pru-

Street.  All'per<,
ng her, mnd

denca, living in Commerce :
sons are warned afrainst harbour!

any persoy

w!?;»_‘will lodwe Ler in jail, so that the sub-

scriber can st her, shall reccive the abovo

reward % J. B. I\IAS-SI'EU,

noer the Cavit Ifuse, Manstresd, Norfolk.
shats

: 1')1)‘?0

nose Y:;im«ed neither flat nor proniinent, wus
about 3yearsago hy Bam’'l Hosier diving,
near Nath’l P. Tatem’s) to Andrew How, in

who will give information, or .

American Beacon
April 26,1834



Southern Argus
January 10, 1859
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Auction Gales—This Dap.

S : ~ : Southern Argus,

Sergeant’s Sale of Negro. | January 24, 1855

Y VIKTUE of an execution in my hands, I

shatl, TH!S MORNING, st 11 o'elack, at/|

the a0t of the Market, seil a very valuable Ne-
g0 Woman., T rwms easzh.

jn 24 W T HENDREN, Seigear®
i

Southern Argus,
January 15, 1859



Southern Argus
January 17,1859

Sass or Naonoss—By J. J. Moore & Co. on
Saturday ;.

Woman 82 yrs, and child 10 momhn, $850

Young Negro Man, $1,190

Girl 13 YOars old, | $980

8a1s oy Nzeroxs—On Sttnrdsy, by Fergu-
son & B-lote, nuctioneon
lsrylhu 018, 825
e 18, 1150
‘“ 20 1190
Ji J T 55% g 300
A -‘«l 40and ch!ld 8 months 600
::, TR ' 870
55.‘,..&, “ 13, 875
) g ; 561
At A T : = 910




NOTICE |
URRUANT to a Deed of Trust executed to me by |
Johu Lynch as Trustee in favor of C W Wiek«
inge, the 18th day of Novamber 1867, Izhall offer for
sile atthe CoqgtiHiouse door im Portsmouth, Va.on
on Tuesday g I81h day of January, 1869, the follow.
ing property @tRe highest bidder for cash (viz) Negro
inan Joe, Negro man Lewis, one Mare and Coll, one
Mule, oue yoke o! Oxen, one Carrylog and "Chain
and one undivided interest in land hired from his
father, Stephen Lynch by deed, to rutlisly wmaid Deed
ot T'rust and expenscs of the same, this the Gth day of

January, 1 839,
JOUN JAMES,
ja T—td Tm-;ce.

Herald aud Transcript copy

BY 8 O MERWIN & CO, >

TRUSTKK’S SALK OF NEGRORS.

¥ virtue ofs deed of trust from [saac l.and tome,

dateJ 12th day of May, 13%8, and recorded in the
Clerk’a office of the Court ot the Corporation of the
city of Norfolk , I shall on

THURSDAY, 13th day of January 1859.
8ell at public auction, at the Auction House of 80
Merwin & Co, on Wide Water street, 1a this city, Nee
Yo Woman Faony and her \wo Childrem Mary and
ames, in the said veed named.

Bale at 12 o’elock, M. Terms Cash,
-' B8IMON 8 8STUBRBS
Trustee.

8 OMERWIN & 0O,
ja b Auot’rs,

———

Southern Argus
January 10, 1859
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Sare or Nxaroxs —Three negroes Wwere
sold st auction Tuesday, by J. J. Moore,
Auctioneer, at very high prices. A negro
man 22 years old $1540, snother 30 years old

$1200 They were sold for bad conduct; and
the older of the two was badly disfigured by

scars, buroas, &c.
A girl 13 years old was sold at $1040.

et ——T T

Southern Argus September 15, 1859
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\t LLLL \l \H)\lb. SERY \\lo FoRr

gale aml hire.—1 Negro Woman, aged 23
years, with 2 children, a first rute seamstress,
and necustemed to honsework: also ocne wo- |
miun aged nbout 21 yvears, an excelient servant
Aand a rair cook, washer, aud irouer—neither
gold tor any i ult,

And far hire for the balance of the year, &
young woman, a gooid cook, wa dher anil ironer,
aud is represented to be a superier nurse,—
Said woman has but one child. F r tering,
Le., npply to

ja 17 W. B. SOREY, Auet'r,

- - - - — DT A——— T - ————— - —— P — .

- - .

Southern Argus, January 17, 1855
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~ Auction ﬁalrs—-ﬁ hu Dap.

Nexro Woman at Auc!lon.\
WILL BE SOLD,
At Public Auction. with ut" reserve, THIR
DAY, at 12 o’clock, for en<h, at the pri-

- wate Jail of M. Wm. W. Hall, on-

Union street, .
Southern Argus 1 likely Negro Woman, 48 years of age a
March 7, 1855 200d covk or child’s nurse, sews plain sewing

well. FERGUQOV & WILKINSON,
mh 7 Anctioneers

Negroes lor Sale.
WiLL LE SOLD.

T Public Auumn v Wi bN ESD. \Y the

Tthin vant, atl2Z o'clack, \l. fr ens).

t the private joil of Meo W W Hollin the cit

t' N rolk, on Coen strert, two wuluahl

v ueg Negro Meén, heidnging 10 the exs te of

I tn H Nnash, w:cen-eol - cuukers by tra ‘e,

uving biea workmen in au extensive shij

vavd o the ciy of,Nur{mk for the last five
e 1 E

mh 8 W W LAMB, Administrator,

e e —— —
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the present year A womnu (o f:fn::}' WH=L

1 and iron for a small family, and oue for s

f howuze servant and nurse. Apply to
S jn _-"_'; T. F. OW I"\ , 1 Maurket square,

A b RS g

|
lr( “L¥E Hh. WANTED. —-“ e vrim undier:;tan-_i-
|
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the d'lj’ goods le."-"LhL"i'* Apply at this oi-
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ored man tn attend to _{;ﬂite auci_w-lre t
Irmu-re " He mwust be active and of glod chir-
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Slaverywas prosperous and economically
important to the U.S., especially after the
invention of the cotton gin
In 1860 the South produced 7/8ths of the
world's cotton.
Cotton represented 57.5% of the value of
all U.S. exports.
55% of enslaved people in the United
States were employed in cotton
production.



TABLE 6—1 U.S. SLAVE POPULATION, 1820 AND 1860

1860

3,953,760
64
3,953,696
1,530,229
1,798
225,483
87,189
114,931
331,059
275,719
490,865
3,185
2,423,467
435,080
111,115
61,745
462,198
331,726
436,631
402,406
182,566

*Florida and Texas were not states in 1820.

Source: Ira Berlin, Slaves without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South
(New York: New Press, 1974), 396-97,




Cotton

r‘r %
bt

TP Production
SR

in the South,
1820-1860

=

Cotton
INDIAN ; o o o ¢ $30 e e, .
JERRITORY =2+ Caset 43 o O ARG - T production
expanded
westward
ki R i between 1820
heliopr | <3 5. 0 LR Rl and 1860 into
Alabama,
COTTOM MiSSiSSippi,
FRODUCTION o o
cuplresd [ ouisiana,

Gulf of Mexico | FLORIDA A\ Rl
Vi il Texas, Arkansas,

100 200 mi * 1540

5 aom - and western
Tennessee.

Source: Sam Bowers Hilliard, Atlas of Antebellum Southern Agriculture (Louisiana State University Press, 1984) pp. 67 . ..




Ownership of Enslaved people in the
South was unevenly distributed

25% of white families owned slaves in 1860

Fell from 36% in 1830

Nearly half of slaveholders owned fewer

than five

12% owned more than twenty slaves

1% owned more than fifty slaves

Typical slave lived on a sizeable plantation



As Pro-Slavery supporters continued to use the law to
protect their “property,” Abolitionists employed all
manner of strategies to persuade the American public
and its leadership to end slavery.
One of their first strategies was to unite groups of like-
minded individuals to fight as a body.
Groups like the early Abolitionists and later the
American Anti-Slavery Society used lecturing and moral

persuasion to attempt to change the hearts and minds of
individuals.

Other activists found moral persuasion tactics
insufficient and instead focused on political lobbying,

fomenting insurrections, and assisting fugitives to find
freedom.



A host of publications assisted the abolitionist
cause including
Newspapers (The Liberator, The North Star, The
Provincial Freeman)
First-Hand Accounts (written by or former
fugitive or formerly enslaved people to
dramatize horrors of slavery)

Broadsides (one-paged illustrations, i.e., Henry
“Box” Brown, Anthony Burns)

Books (fiction and non-fiction, i.e., Uncle Tom’s
Cabin, Clotel)



Abolitionistsused the press to
spread the abolitionist message.

Some of the earliest newspapers

advocating an end to slavery were
N EWS pa pe 'S published by African Americans.

The Rights of All (1829 - 1830) was
a short-lived American abolitionist
newspaper founded by Samuel
Cornish. The newspaper replaced
Freedom’s Journal and carried a
series of important articles known
as Walker's Appeal championing
slave rebellion
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» The Liberator, published by William Lloyd
Garrison, was one of the earliest and single most
important abolitionist publication. Began in 1831.

» Promoted “moral suasion,” or nonviolent and non-
political resistance, to achieve emancipation.

» Initially supported colonization but later, Garrison

gave his support to programs that focused on
immediate emancipation




» Vociferous language
outraged anti-abolitionist
Northerners who attacked
Garrison and the
newspaper

» Supported woman’s right
to participate in
abolitionism

» Attacked the American
Constitution as a pro-

William Lioyd Garrison slavery document created

1805-1879 irretrievable divisions in
the abolitionist movement



http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/abolitionism/abolitionists/Garrison.htm
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» Douglass's goals were to

abolish slavery in all its forms and
aspects

advocate universal emancipation
exalt the standard of public morality,

promote the moral and intellectual
improvement of the African Americans,
and

hasten the end of slavery in America

» The paperalso advanced women's
rights

Frederick Douglass
1817-1895

» Douglassalso published another
abolitionist paper, the Frederick
Douglass Paper



* MaryAnn Shadd Cary overcame
hostility to become the first black
female newspaperpublisherin the
world.

Born to free blacks in Philadelphia in
1823 and educated in Quaker schools
and taught until age 27.

After Congress passed the 1850 Fugitive
Slave Law that endangered all African-
Americans, she and her family fled to

Canada.
Mary Ann Shadd She taught in Toronto until 1853, when
Cary she established the Provincial Freeman ,
1823-1893 a weekly publication aimed at other

blacks living in Canada 's provinces.



Iﬂrﬁnlﬂﬂf[l f Téeman. Published between

DEVOTED T0 ANTLSLAVERY, TEFERANCE, AND GENERAL LITERATTRE. March 1853 and

September 1857

[t was a struggle to maintain the press, especially in the face
of criticism from black men, but Frederick Douglass rallied
to her support in 1856: “This lady, with very limited
assistance from others, has sustained the Provincial
Freeman for more than two years.

She has had to contend with false friends, open enemies,
ignorance and small pecuniary means. “We do not know
her equal among the colored ladies of the United States .”

When the Civil War began, Cary risked her freedom to
return to the United States and recruit black soldiers.
Although she never published another newspaper, she was
active in the cause of women's rights until her 1893 death.



First-Hand
Accounts

Separation (published letters
highlighting the pains of separation)
Slave Narratives (6,000 slave

narratives were published in 250 years;
12% were written by women)

Life of Job (18" century account
written by Thomas Bluett at the
request of Job; one of the first slave
narratives published; focuses on
proving humanity of Africans)

A Narrative of Thomas

Smallwood (Smallwood describes
the treachery he encountered from
supposed friends and foes as an agent
in the anti-slavery movement and why
he moved to Canada; published 1851)




The Kidnapped and the Ransomed. Being the
Personal Recollections of Peter Still and his Wife
"Vina, " after Forty Years of Slavery (Published in

1856, Kate Pickard wrote Peter Still’s harrowing tale about
his eventual success in buying freedom for his wife and

children)

Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of Solomon

Northup (Published in 1853, Northup provides an
accurate and detailed account of his journey into and out of
slavery)

Louisa Picquet, the Octoroon (published in 1861 and
written by H. Mattison, this is the story reveals the
complexities of miscegenation and the constant threat of
rape for enslaved women)




Broadsides




The capture of Richmond, VA
fugitive slave Anthony Burns in
Boston in May1854 under the
1850 Fugitive Slave Act,
marked a turning point for
abolitionists. This Burns
episode caused an increased
radicalism among abolitionists
and a resulting fear by
proslavery supporters who
believed their efforts were part
of a national conspiracy to
undermine slavery.

Courtesy Library of Congress




Finstrations of the American Anti-Slacery Jllmanac for 1540,

R

B o) B T ST Each year the

“«.,"\T & TR Il '\ . .

ST VIR ALl AMEriCan Anti-Slavery

e = X ; Society distributed an
almanac containing

poems, drawings,
essays, and other
abolitionist material.
This broadside groups
together illustrations of
the horrors of slavery
that were used in the
1840 edition.

- Bloamay bes coremy mprvees b cnamion 10 frmes T Ny P, v > Pour™
- -, R e . .







Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852)
One of the most contested novels of its time

Initially was criticized by whites who thought Stowe’s
portrayal of black characters was too positive

Later criticized by black critics who believed these same
characters were oversimplified and stereotypical

Harriet A. Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.
Written by Herself (1861)

Was one of the first open discussions about the sexual
harassment and abuse endured by slave women -- a topic
that even made many abolitionists uncomfortable.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s Poems on Slavery
(1842)
Stirring poems inspired by Charles Dickens were written

and reprinted by the New England Anti-Slavery Tract
Society



Frederick Douglass, The Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass (1842) and My Bondage and My Freedom (1857)

A memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous
orator and ex-slave

Generally held to be the most famous of a number of
narratives written by former slaves

Considered to be one of the most influential pieces of
literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early
19th century in the United States

William Wells Brown’s Clotel; or, The President's
Daughter: A Narrative of Slave Life in the United States

(1853)

highlights the horrifying injustices rendered, particularly
upon mixed-race individuals, under slavery



Shifts in abolitionist sentiment and the economic
importance of slavery prompted diverse reactions
among African Americans, especially those who were
enslaved.

One of the choices that created the perception
among supporters of slavery that a national
conspiracy existed was

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD



830 Rewnrd.
R.\NA“‘A\' from the subscriber lagt eves
uing, negto Woman in
company {(as is supposed) wil er husband;
Gecrge Latimer, telooging 10 My James L
Gray, of this place. 8hke ixaboal 20 years of
age, dark mulano or eopper edored, good
countenance, bland voire and sell-possessed
and eaxy in her manaeps when addigssed.—
She was married in Feordfayy last and at thig
time obviously enciente. She wil] in.all pro-
bability endeavor. 10 reach soine one of (he
free Siates

All persons are herehy c‘gminn‘ed againsy
harbaring said slave, and nfasters ol vessels
i canrying her fpom Wi port. The aborve
reward will be paid apondelivery to

MARY D SAYER,

oe Be Granhy <irrer,

%00 Dollars Reward.
RA NAWAY on Monday night last my
Nrgro Man George, commonly called
Geoige Latimer. He js ahoutd feet 3 or 4 in-
ches high, abaut 23 vears af age, his complex-
ivn a bright yellow, is ufa compact weli made
frame, and is rather xilent and slow spoken —
I suxpect that he went Nutth ‘Fuesday,andywi’]
give Filty Dollars reward and pay all necessas
g cxjenses, if taken oul ol the Siate. Twenty
ive Dollars reward will be given lor his ap-~
prehension within the Siate.
His wile is also missing and | saspect that
they went off together
oC d s JAMES BGRAY

" Latimer.

George

Escaped from
Norfolk with
hiswife
Rebeccain
1842. George

and Rebecca

are the parents
of Lewis
Latimer, the
draftsmanand
inventor.



SALES THEDIS IPAY.
PUI{SUAN 1'to an advertisement affixed

! . N @ i .
ok, o the door of the Court House of the city of Nor -

WILL BE SOLD,

At Public Auction, betore the Co
b urt ~ E
N clock, oun MONDAY . the '."!::?::::.’ e
Avegro Man Shadrach and Neo
man {lmvwr and her ¢ ‘n Ji
e ofa writ or liery (s S §
of Martha llulclomgs and Eq

Josepl Cow .

-OwWperthwairte, assi

ectors & Co, of the Bank :)"
S 1814

' ‘ 'o", .
( ""‘1 con copy,) ”

Shadrach Minkins” 1849 runaway slave advertisement, Southern Argus (Norfolk)



. aEt FHE SITEAMER AUGUSTA
.~ " iaving undergone thorough re-
puirs, will ienve Wright's whart, Nortolk, regy-
l"ﬂ_&,‘"lyit"‘“'")' TUESD\ Y. T"URSD(\Y QUJBA‘
PURDAY MORNING, at 6] o'cloct.

ja18% - WM. C. SMITH, Captain.

l’; OR PHILADELPHIA.—Uuicn Steamship
Qs steamers
PENNSYLVANIA Capt Baymore,
CITY OF RICHMOND, Capt. Mitchell.
V“{GL\'“A.I Cupt. Teal,
S Que ol ithe ubove steamexhip« will
cavedliggius’ wharf, Nurfnlk.pl'or the m'
shove port every THURSDAY ot 12 M . and

> :1!‘39]:‘,\.'13':&@9‘1'3' Wednerday, until further

otice,

Pravage in first Euhin, (meslx included,) $6,00°

‘.do  do seéomd do (meatx extra,) 3,00

“do to New York, (meuls included,) 7,008
For freight or paszage, apply to

THOS. 'P. CROWELL, Agent,

no 15 Higzins' wharf.

Southern Argus
February 7, 1855



Steamship Philadelphia, one of many ships that were used by abolitionists for fugitives
escaping from Hampton Roads.




ﬂtandhrl mtmtorn

mor Arru ement.

BTL'AMGHFP LINE OF PACKETS, |
o #OR PHILADBLPHIA. -
EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 'rwm.v:o'cuocx, M.

- The Union Biea .30 0.8 sleamvrs
m“n OF RICH ND, t. MivcHELL.

PENNBYLVANIA, Cuapt. Teay,
VIRGINIA, Capt knoxs
One of thess steamghips wm leave Higging' Wharf
Norfolk, for Philadelphia, every WEDNESDAY at 13
olclock M. ‘until further notice.

su{a'.o ’G. berths and neah Includad
rire

* CBOWBLL Agent,

no 6 ‘ llnmu* Waarl, Nortolk
Southern Arqus, January 15, 1959
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S
Higgins Whart
is visible in this |
1855 photograph |
of India Wharf. |

Located west of
India Whart
along Norfolk’s
waterfront,

Higgins Whart
was the
passenger
steamship
depot.

Courtesy Sargeant Collection,
Norfolk Public Library

t



1857 depiction of
the escape by
_ | Portsmouth natives

- ¥, For = -
. —— & -
- N g L
- - ’.\, AS v —— -./ i
" A R . - : ~-

—4=ws  from Norfolk
—+=— John Stinger, Robert

g—

. Emerson (brother of
Jetfrey Wilson),

Anthony and
Isabella Pugh, and
Stebney Swan

aboard Captain
Edward Lee’s skiff.

Courtesy The Underground Railroad
by William Still




Sext Up.—Capt. T&u-;u Loveland ' ;lnd A
crew of the Fraocis Imcb, went up toSmith- (])ﬁiye;,nésgg 3
field ye!terday, where they are fo undergo tri-
sl for attempting to kidoap & negro.

. : :

e

Carr. LOYELAXD AXD CREW oF THE Faancss

Fasxcm.—The examination of the Kidnapping

Soinlai case, remtly reported, commenced on Tues-
]3?y9fr1n85§gus dsy ip the Hustings Court of Isle of Wight.—

The Steward, s colored man, has confessed
that he secreted the negro and he declares
that the Captain sad crew did not know the
negro was on board, when found.




'l'n Kmoxarring Casy.—The mal in Smith-
field, of Capt. Loveland and crew of the Fran-
cis ¥ rench, on a charge of kidoapping & negro
~closed on Thursday might. They were held to
bail for trial at the Fall term of the Circuit
Court—two of the five justices being in favor
of disoharging the prisoners.

The general impression is that they will be |
fally acquitted.

The colored steward, Wm. H. Thompson,
who oconfessed his guiit, was eentenced
to the penitentiary for ten years. |

r————— e -

Southern ArgusJuly 10, 1858




Captain Alfred

Fountain

Was a daring
Underground Railroad
conductor who
transported escaped
slaves to the North
aboard his schooner.
This 1855 scene

dramatizes an incident

when his ship was
boarded by Norfolk’s
leaders looking for
escaped slaves. Twenty-
one were hidden in a
secret compartment.

Courtesy The Underground Railroad
by William Still




'zprisonedy-‘;‘,_“- s

Southern Argus, June 18, 1855



- Fuerrive Arrsersd.—We learn that on Sun-

day, Captain Southgate observed a likely ne
_gro girl en booard his steamer, the Sea Bird,
- on the trip down from Hamptlon, and found on

inquiry, thas she had lsft Hunpton (where
she is owned) im charge of a negro slave resi-
ding in Norfelk, and as the affair was not sa-
tisfactory to Capt. B., he placed them in charge
of the proper officer, who took them to jail.

Southern Argus September 17,1859



Tax Ixspuorion Law.—Mr, Inspecter Parker
is & vigilant officer; and the viclaters oflaw
are beginning to find out to their cost that o
reckoning must come soom or late.

The schr. E. H. Adams of Provideaoe Las
_been arrested and has paid the fine and oosts,

of violating the inspection law, amounting to
$599.04.

The schooner Minstrel, fora like vhhdou
" aglong as April 1857, was arrested on the 10th
instant, and has also “forked over’ the fime
.and costs, amounting to $606.

-

Southern Argus October 25, 1859



5

ail, site of
where fugitive slaves and those
awaiting salewere

% imprisoned. The Jail was

RIVER

NP st W
- Ferry Dock where
- escaped slaves from
. Portsmouth would
enter Norfolk

(=N

f, site

* Higgin’s Whar
. where fugitives escaping
aboard passenger
steamships departed




A tew Nortolk fugitives who were met by Philadelphia Station
Masterand Vigilance Committee Secretary, William Still

e Jones Anderson (1856)

e Anthony Atkinson (1855)

e Archer Barlow (1853)
e Harrison Bell (1854)

e Harriet Ann Bell (1854)

* Louisa Bell (1855)

e Susan Bell (1855)

e Henry Bohm (1855)

e Susan Brooks (1854)

e Anthony Brown (1856)
* Albert Brown (1856)

* John Brown (1855)

e Solomon Brown (1851)

Samuel Bush (1853)
Daniel Carr (1855)

Isaac Foreman (1853)
James Foreman (1855)
James Foster (1855)
Elizabeth Frances (1854)
Thomas Freeman (1855)
Nathaniel Gardener (1855)
Phillis Gault (1855)
Francis Haines (1855)
Joseph Hall, Jr. (1856)
Isaiah (1856)

Elias Jasper (1855)



Norfolk Fugiti\fes who arrived in Philadelphia (continued)

» Caroline Taylor and 2 '
children (1856) i 3
e Alan Tatum (1855) ke
e William Thomas (1855) r | % (
» Michael Vaughn (1855) & -~ &
e Emanuel White (1857) R 3
e Ned Wilson (1855) W - 3 ,,:é
e Sarah Wilson (1855) B ‘ '
» Willis Wilson (1855) DR

e Henry Washington (1855)
e Ralph Whiting (1855)
e Daniel Wiggins (1854)



Nortolk Fugiti\fes who arrived in Philadelphia (continued)

* Maria Joiner (1855)
* David Johnson (1855)
e Alice Jones (1855)

e Winnie Patty (1855)
e Nancy Little (1855)
e Frederick Nixon (1855)

* Arthur Jones (1855) » Thomas Nixon (1855)

* Rebecca Jones and 3 o Elizabeth Patty (1855)
children (1856) o Celia Peaden (1854)

* Eliza McCoy (1854) » Edward Peaden (1854)

* Robert McCoy (1854) » Harriet Peaden (1854)

e Mary Milburn (1858) e Peter Petty (1855)

¢ Susan Nelson (1855) * Godfrey Scott (1855)

o William Nelson (1855) ¢ John Smith (1855)

» Isaiah Nixon (1855) e Washington Somlor (1855)

» Sam Nixon (1855) e Henry Stewart (1855)



Waterways to Freedom

Numerous States that seceded explained their

rationale for
Constitutiona

eaving the Union, asserting their
rights as slave holders. Some

examples inc

uded:

= South Carolina
= Georgia
= Mississippi
= Texas



I have no purpose, directly or
indirectly, to interfere with the
institution of slavery in the States
where it exists. I believe I have no
lawful right to do so, and I have no
inclination to do so.

Abraham Lincoln, March 1861



Major--General Benjamin F.
Butler

Commanderof Fort Monroe at the outbreak
of the Civil War, June 1, 1861

Butler was sent by President
Lincoln to Fort Monroe in May
1861. Upon his arrival, Butler
determined that he needed to
capture Hampton village. The
whites chose to burn the
village rather than see it
occupied.

Courtesy Harpers Weekly



Courtesy Harpers
Weekly

Courtesy Hampton Public Library

On the night of May 23,
1861, 3 enslaved men—
Shepard Mallory, Frank
Baker, and James
Townsend—slipped into a
skiff and rowed across the
water from Sewell’s Point
to Old Point Comfort. The
night Hampton Village
burned, they made their
way to the Union
reconnaissance
expedition. The next day
they were brought before
General Butler for
interrogation.



Courtesy Harpers Weekly

News of Butle

r's

actions spread
quickly. Hampton
was abandoned,

leaving many
hiding in near
woods and fie

blacks

DY
ds.

On May 5, 1861, 8
slaves fled to the

Fort. Shortly
thereafter,

hundreds began

pouring in.



