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 Slavery was prosperous and economically 
important to the U.S., especially after the 
invention of the cotton gin 

 In 1860 the South produced 7/8ths of the 
world's cotton.  

Cotton represented 57.5% of the value of 
all U.S. exports.  

 55% of enslaved people in the United 
States were employed in cotton 
production. 





Source: Sam Bowers Hilliard, Atlas of Antebellum Southern Agriculture (Louisiana State University Press, 1984) pp. 67–71. 

 
Cotton 
Production  
in the South, 
1820–1860 
 
 

Cotton 
production 
expanded 
westward 
between 1820 
and 1860 into 
Alabama, 
Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 
Texas, Arkansas, 
and western 
Tennessee. 



 Ownership of Enslaved people in the 
South was unevenly distributed 

 25% of white families owned slaves in 1860 

 Fell from 36% in 1830 

Nearly half of slaveholders owned fewer 
than five 

 12% owned more than twenty slaves 

 1% owned more than fifty slaves 

Typical slave lived on a sizeable plantation 



 As Pro-Slavery supporters continued to use the law to 
protect their “property,” Abolitionists employed all 
manner of strategies to persuade the American public 
and its leadership to end slavery.  
 One of their first strategies was to unite groups of like-

minded individuals to fight as a body.  

 Groups like the early Abolitionists and later the 
American Anti-Slavery Society used lecturing and moral 
persuasion to attempt to change the hearts and minds of 
individuals.  

 Other activists found moral persuasion tactics 
insufficient  and instead focused on political lobbying, 
fomenting insurrections, and assisting fugitives to find 
freedom. 



 A host of publications assisted the abolitionist 
cause including 

 Newspapers (The Liberator, The North Star, The 
Provincial Freeman) 

 First-Hand Accounts (written by or former 
fugitive or formerly enslaved people to 
dramatize horrors of slavery)  

 Broadsides (one-paged illustrations, i.e., Henry 
“Box” Brown, Anthony Burns) 

 Books (fiction and non-fiction, i.e., Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin, Clotel) 



Newspapers 

Abolitionists used the press to 
spread the abolitionist message.  
 

Some of the earliest newspapers 
advocating an end to slavery were 
published by African Americans. 
 
The Rights of All (1829 - 1830) was 
a short-lived American abolitionist 
newspaper founded by Samuel 
Cornish. The newspaper replaced 
Freedom's Journal and carried a 
series of important articles known 
as Walker's Appeal championing 
slave rebellion 



 The Liberator, published by William Lloyd 
Garrison, was one of the earliest and single most 
important abolitionist publication.  Began in 1831. 

 Promoted “moral suasion,” or nonviolent and non-
political resistance, to achieve emancipation.  

 Initially supported colonization but later, Garrison 
gave his support to programs that focused on 
immediate emancipation  



 Vociferous language 
outraged anti-abolitionist 
Northerners who attacked 
Garrison and the 
newspaper 

 Supported woman’s right 
to participate in 
abolitionism 

 Attacked the American 
Constitution as a pro-
slavery document created 
irretrievable divisions in 
the abolitionist movement 

 

William Lloyd Garrison 
1805-1879 

http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/abolitionism/abolitionists/Garrison.htm


 From 1847 to 1863, escaped slave and abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass published the North Star with the 
aid of money and a press provided by British 
philanthropists.  

 The paper was published in Rochester, New York.  



 Douglass's goals were to  

 abolish slavery in all its forms and 
aspects 

 advocate universal emancipation 

 exalt the standard of public morality,  

 promote the moral and intellectual 
improvement of the African Americans, 
and 

 hasten the end of slavery in America 

  The paper also advanced women's 
rights 

 Douglass also published another 
abolitionist paper, the Frederick 
Douglass Paper 

 

Frederick Douglass 
1817-1895 



 Mary Ann Shadd Cary overcame 
hostility to become the first black 
female newspaper publisher in the 
world.  
 Born to free blacks in Philadelphia in 

1823 and educated in Quaker schools 
and taught until age 27.  

 After Congress passed the 1850 Fugitive 
Slave Law that endangered all African-
Americans, she and her family fled to 
Canada.  

 She taught in Toronto until 1853, when 
she established the Provincial Freeman , 
a weekly publication aimed at other 
blacks living in Canada 's provinces.  

Mary Ann Shadd 
Cary 

1823-1893 



 It was a struggle to maintain the press, especially in the face 
of criticism from black men, but Frederick Douglass rallied 
to her support in 1856: “This lady, with very limited 
assistance from others, has sustained the Provincial 
Freeman for more than two years.  

 She has had to contend with false friends, open enemies, 
ignorance and small pecuniary means. “We do not know 
her equal among the colored ladies of the United States .”  

 When the Civil War began, Cary risked her freedom to 
return to the United States and recruit black soldiers. 
Although she never published another newspaper, she was 
active in the cause of women's rights until her 1893 death. 

Published between 
March 1853 and 
September 1857 



 Separation (published letters 

highlighting the pains of separation)  

 Slave Narratives (6,000 slave 
narratives were published in 250 years; 
12% were written by women) 

 Life of Job (18th century account 
written by Thomas Bluett at the 
request of Job; one of the first slave 
narratives published; focuses on 
proving humanity of Africans) 

 A Narrative of Thomas 
Smallwood  (Smallwood describes 
the treachery he encountered from 
supposed friends and foes as an agent 
in the anti-slavery movement and why 
he moved to Canada; published 1851) 

First-Hand 
Accounts 



 The Kidnapped and the Ransomed. Being the 
Personal Recollections of Peter Still and his Wife 
"Vina," after Forty Years of Slavery (Published in 
1856, Kate Pickard wrote Peter Still’s harrowing tale about 
his eventual success in buying freedom for his wife and 
children) 

 Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of Solomon 
Northup (Published in 1853, Northup provides an 
accurate and detailed account of his journey into and out of 
slavery) 

 Louisa Picquet, the Octoroon (published in 1861 and 

written by H. Mattison, this is the story reveals the 
complexities of miscegenation and the constant threat of 
rape  for enslaved women) 

 



Broadsides 



The capture of Richmond, VA 
fugitive slave Anthony Burns in 

Boston in May1854 under the 
1850 Fugitive Slave Act, 
marked a turning point for 
abolitionists.  This Burns 
episode caused an increased 

radicalism among abolitionists 
and a resulting fear by 
proslavery supporters who 
believed their efforts were part 
of a national conspiracy to 

undermine slavery. 
 
Courtesy Library of Congress 



Each year the 
American Anti-Slavery 

Society distributed an 
almanac containing 
poems, drawings, 

essays, and other 
abolitionist material. 

This broadside groups 
together illustrations of 
the horrors of slavery 

that were used in the 
1840 edition.  



Books 



 Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852)  

 One of the most contested novels of its time 

 Initially was criticized by whites who thought Stowe’s 
portrayal of black characters was too positive 

 Later criticized by black critics who believed these same 
characters were oversimplified and stereotypical 

 Harriet A. Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. 
Written by Herself (1861) 
 Was one of the first open discussions about the sexual 

harassment and abuse endured by slave women -- a topic 
that even made many abolitionists uncomfortable. 

 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s Poems on Slavery 
(1842) 
 Stirring poems inspired by Charles Dickens were written 

and reprinted by the New England Anti-Slavery Tract 
Society 

 



 Frederick Douglass, The Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass (1842) and My Bondage and My Freedom (1857) 
 A memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous 

orator and ex-slave 

 Generally held to be the most famous of a number of 
narratives written by former slaves 

 Considered to be one of the most influential pieces of 
literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 
19th century in the United States 

 William Wells Brown’s Clotel; or, The President's 
Daughter: A Narrative of Slave Life in the United States 
(1853)  
 highlights the horrifying injustices rendered, particularly 

upon mixed-race individuals, under slavery 



 Shifts in abolitionist sentiment and the economic 
importance of slavery prompted diverse reactions 
among African Americans, especially those who were 
enslaved.   

 One of the choices that created the perception 
among supporters of slavery that a national 
conspiracy existed was 

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 
 

 

 



George 
Latimer.  
Escaped from 
Norfolk with 
his wife 
Rebecca in 
1842.  George 
and Rebecca 
are the parents 
of Lewis 
Latimer, the 
draftsman and 
inventor. 
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Steamship Philadelphia, one of many ships that were used by abolitionists for fugitives 
escaping from Hampton Roads. 



Southern Argus, January 15, 1959 



Higgins Wharf 
is visible in this 
1855 photograph  
of India Wharf.  
Located west of 

India Wharf 
along Norfolk’s 

waterfront, 
Higgins Wharf 

was the 
passenger 
steamship 

depot. 
 
Courtesy Sargeant Collection, 
Norfolk Public Library 



1857 depiction of 
the escape by 

Portsmouth natives 
from Norfolk 

John Stinger, Robert 
Emerson (brother of 

Jeffrey Wilson), 
Anthony and 

Isabella Pugh, and 
Stebney Swan 

aboard Captain 
Edward Lee’s skiff. 

 
Courtesy The Underground Railroad 

by William Still  
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Captain Alfred 
Fountain 
Was a daring 

Underground Railroad 
conductor who 

transported escaped 
slaves to the North 

aboard his schooner.  
This 1855 scene 

dramatizes an incident 
when his ship was 

boarded by Norfolk’s 
leaders looking for 

escaped slaves.  Twenty-
one were hidden in a 
secret compartment. 

 
Courtesy The Underground Railroad 

by William Still 
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Ferry Dock where 
escaped slaves from 
Portsmouth would 
enter Norfolk 

Higgin’s Wharf, site 
where fugitives escaping 
aboard passenger 
steamships departed 

William Hall’s Slave Jail, site of  
where fugitive slaves and those 
awaiting sale were 
imprisoned.  The Jail was 
located across the street from 
the National Hotel. 

Courtesy Library of Congress 



 

 Jones Anderson (1856) 
 Anthony Atkinson (1855) 
 Archer Barlow (1853) 
 Harrison Bell (1854) 
 Harriet Ann Bell (1854) 
 Louisa Bell (1855) 
 Susan Bell (1855) 
 Henry Bohm (1855) 
 Susan Brooks (1854) 
 Anthony Brown (1856) 
 Albert Brown (1856) 
 John Brown (1855) 
 Solomon Brown (1851) 

 

 Samuel Bush (1853) 
 Daniel Carr (1855) 
 Isaac Foreman (1853) 
 James Foreman (1855) 
 James Foster (1855) 
 Elizabeth Frances (1854) 
 Thomas Freeman (1855) 
 Nathaniel Gardener (1855) 
 Phillis Gault (1855) 
 Francis Haines (1855) 
 Joseph Hall, Jr. (1856) 
 Isaiah (1856) 
 Elias Jasper (1855) 



 

 Caroline Taylor and 2 
children (1856) 

 Alan Tatum (1855) 

 William Thomas (1855) 

 Michael Vaughn (1855) 

 Emanuel White (1857) 

 Ned Wilson (1855) 

 Sarah Wilson (1855) 

 Willis Wilson (1855) 

 Henry Washington (1855) 

 Ralph Whiting (1855) 

 Daniel Wiggins (1854) 



 Maria Joiner (1855) 

 David Johnson (1855) 

 Alice Jones (1855) 

 Arthur Jones (1855) 

 Rebecca Jones and 3 
children (1856) 

 Eliza McCoy (1854) 

 Robert McCoy (1854) 

 Mary Milburn (1858) 

 Susan Nelson (1855) 

 William Nelson (1855) 

 Isaiah Nixon (1855) 

 Sam Nixon (1855) 

 

 Winnie Patty (1855) 
 Nancy Little (1855) 
 Frederick Nixon (1855) 
 Thomas Nixon (1855) 
 Elizabeth Patty (1855) 
 Celia Peaden (1854) 
 Edward Peaden (1854) 
 Harriet Peaden (1854) 
 Peter Petty (1855) 
 Godfrey Scott (1855) 
 John Smith (1855) 
 Washington Somlor (1855) 
 Henry Stewart (1855) 



Numerous States that seceded explained their 

rationale for leaving the Union, asserting their 

Constitutional rights as slave holders. Some 

examples included: 
  

 South Carolina 
 Georgia 
 Mississippi 
 Texas 

 

Waterways to Freedom 



I have no purpose, directly or 
indirectly, to interfere with the 
institution of slavery in the States 
where it exists.  I believe I have no 
lawful right to do so, and I have no 
inclination to do so. 
 

Abraham Lincoln, March 1861 



Major--General Benjamin F. 
Butler 

Commander of Fort Monroe at the outbreak 
of the Civil War, June 1, 1861 

 

Butler was sent by President 
Lincoln to Fort Monroe in May 
1861.  Upon his arrival, Butler 
determined that he needed to 
capture Hampton village.  The 

whites chose to burn the 
village rather than see it 

occupied.  

 

Courtesy Harpers Weekly  



On the night of May 23, 
1861, 3 enslaved men—

Shepard Mallory, Frank 
Baker, and James 
Townsend—slipped into a 

skiff and rowed across the 
water from Sewell’s Point 

to Old Point Comfort.  The 
night Hampton Village 
burned, they made their 

way to the Union 
reconnaissance 

expedition.  The next day 
they were brought before 
General Butler for 

interrogation. 

Courtesy Harpers 
Weekly 

 
Courtesy Hampton Public Library 



News of Butler’s 
actions spread 

quickly. Hampton 
was abandoned, 
leaving many blacks 

hiding in nearby 
woods and fields. 

On May 5, 1861, 8 
slaves fled to the 
Fort.  Shortly 

thereafter, 
hundreds began 

pouring in. 

Courtesy Harpers Weekly 


