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“King Cotton”
Cotton replaced tobacco 

as the staple of the 
Southern Economy

½ of world’s cotton 
supply produced in 
South

75% of Britain’s textiles 
produced w/ U.S. cotton

In 1800, $8 million:  In 
1860, $250 million



Cotton Production and Slave 
Distribution in the South



Economic Pyramid



Southern society 
was similar to the 
Feudal system that 
existed in Europe 

Caste system
based on racial 
supremacy 

difficult to move up 
the social ladder.

Plantation owners 
(Nobility)

Middle Class
Small farmers

Poor Whites

Free Blacks, 2nd class citizens

Slaves---no rights, considered property

No political 
or civil rights

Upper 
class

Owned some 
slaves 

Achieve American 
Dream

Owned no slaves

Hated white upper class 
Wanted American Dream

Social Pyramid



Plantation Slavery: 
Life

Thousands of slaves smuggled 
into South after 1808

Cotton farming drained profits 
from entire region & shifted 
majority of slaves to deep South 

Slave auctions were 
horrendously dehumanizing: 
slaves treated as livestock

Planters regarded slaves as 
investments: encouraged & 
forced reproduction



Slaves were denied:

– Education

– Right to make choices

– Humanity

Slaves usually worked 
from dawn to dusk in 
fields 

Personal care (mending 
tools, clothes, cooking, 
social interaction, etc. 
done at night)

Plantation Slavery: 
Daily Life



Throughout the 1730s-1740s, the 
First Great Awakening led to a 
wave of proselytizing slaves

Masters emphasized the aspects 
of Christianity that taught:

– obedience 

– acceptance 

– promise of reward in the afterlife

For the slave Christianity offered 
solace and hope, especially the 
idea of a Messiah and the Old 
Testament stories of bondage and 
freedom

Plantation Slavery: 
Religion

First Colored Baptist Church in 

North America. Savannah, 

Georgia, 1788



Slave Rebellions:  
Nat Turner’s Revolt 1831
solar eclipse = Sign from heaven 

Turner and seven followers 
entered his owner's home and 
killing the entire family except for 
a small infant

They moved from one farm to the 
next, killing all slave-owning 
whites they found. As they 
progressed through Southampton 
county, other slaves joined in the 
rebellion

After hiding for 2 months, Turner 
was captured, tried, and executed 



Slave Rebellions:  
Amistad (1839):

Slaves captured the vessel they were 
sailing on and tried to sail back to 
Africa

The case was appealed to the 
Supreme Court Issue: Were the blacks 

found on board the Amistad property?

The decision was that the Africans 
were “kidnapped Africans” and 
entitled to their freedom

The decision was not a repudiation of 
slavery



Abolitionism
The William Lloyd Garrison 
“The Liberator”

Frederick Douglass

Sojourner Truth

Liberia

American 
Colonization 
Society



Southern Apologetics

Comparison of Industrial England and Southern slavery 


