
                  
 
 

 
On average, our dual swim meets begin at 3:15 pm and last about two hours. Depending on the size of the opposing team 
or if it is a special meet (Guys Only CIF Relays) the length may fluctuate. Our current schedule can be downloaded at our 
website http://www.cvhsaquatics.com 

 
The order of events at every dual meet is the same. By the end of the season, most 
parents become firmilair with the order after sitting through so many meets! There 
are 11 different events. Each event has four levels competing. Girls JV is first, 
followed by Boys JV, Girls Varsity, & Boys Varsity. This equals 42 total races in any 
given dual meet.  
 
Our coaches aim to inform our athletes the day before what races they will be 
swimming the next day. Not only will this help you know better when to arrive to 
see their race, but allows them to prepare mentally and physically the night before 
accordingly.  

 
As with Water Polo, each school has an area with bleachers for parents to sit, observe, and cheer in. We aim to keep the 
area around the starting blocks and the opposite end clear. Referees are adamant about keeping those areas clear for the 
athletes competing in the current race. The referees also request silence as they start each race so swimmers can hear 
the start signal clearly. After your teen competes however, you are more than welcome to come on the pool deck to 
encourage them before returning to the stands.  

 
 
First they need their basic equipment.  A CVHS team suit, goggles, swim cap (optional), and a towel. Additionally, each 
student is encouraged to bring: 
 - a parka or warm clothing to wear between events. Athletes must keep their bodies and warm and relaxed. 
 - Plenty of liquids to drink (water or sports drink like Gatorade or Powerade w/ 6-8% carbohydrates). 
 - A healthy snack for fuel (bagel, fruit, energy bar etc…) or $ for snack bar. No candy, soda, or junk food. 
 - Homework since many can take advantage during their events to do work.             – Sunscreen to wear.     
  

 
Every coach has a different selection policy based on his/her coaching philosophy. However, at CV, every coach aims to 
give every swimmer a chance to compete as much as possible, regardless of their skill level. The size of your teen’s team, 
as well as the strength of the school CV is competing against are also significant factors that influence how often 
swimmers compete in individual and relay events. Most often, it primarily depends on an athlete’s time the day before 
the dual meet. Please ask you teen’s coach, at the appropriate time, how he/she generally makes their decision. 
  
Each athlete is allowed to swim in a maximum of 2 individual and 2 relay events at each dual meet. Another option is 
swimming in 1 individual event and all 3 relay races.  
 
 

How  l ong  doe s  a  sw i m  me e t  l as t ?  

How  do  I  know  w he n  my  t e e nage r ’ s  r ac e  i s ?  

200 yard Medly Relay (or 4 x 50) 
200 yd Freestyle 

100/200 yd Individual Medly 
50 yd Freestyle 

5 - 10 minute break 
50/100 yd Butterfly 

100 yd Freestyle 
500 yd Freestyle (generally Varsity only) 

200 yd Freestyle Relay (or 4 x 50) 
50/100 yd Backstroke 

50/100 yd Breaststroke 
     400 yd Freestyle Relay (or 4 x 100) 
 

A m  I  a l l owe d  to  come  on  d e ck  t o  che e r  my  t e e n  on?   

W hat  sho u l d  my  t e e n  b r i ng  t o  a  sw i m  me e t ?   

W i t h  such  a  l ar ge  t e am ,  How  doe s  the  coach  d e c i d e  wh i ch  
sw i mme r s  to  sw i m  i n  a  m e e t ?  

    Frequently Asked Questions for New Swim Parents 



 
Sleep, nutrition, hydration, and mental preparation. Coaches like to call these the “hidden ingredients”. These are 
factors that greatly impact a swimmers performance in the pool. Obviously these are areas that are primarily done away 
from the pool deck where a coach cannot supervise. As parents, you have the ability to help your son make healthy 
choices, which will help him to be the strongest competitor possible.  
 
Specific information regarding each of these “hidden ingredients” can be found on our www.cvhsaquatics.com website 
later this month.  
 

 
This of course can happen. During the season, her coach is focusing on the process of making her swim more efficiently. 
This means changing parts of her stroke at times or giving her specific areas to focus on while racing that may slow her 
down at first. Be patient and supportive in those moments. As a parent, we would ask that you remain positive! Her coach 
will discuss her race with her.  
 
There is nothing wrong with a swimmer negatively evaluating a race. Part of the experience is learning to deal with set 
backs and various roadblocks that must be overcome. The important thing is for them not to dwell on it. It is important 
that they begin to focus on their next event. As a coach once said, we must limit the "post mortems!" 

 
 
 
     

 
Swim Glossary 

 
Backstroke (Back) - one of the four competitive racing strokes, basically any style of swimming on 
your back. 
 
Blocks - the starting platforms located behind each lane. 
 
Breaststroke (Breast) - one of the four competitive racing strokes. 
 
Butterfly (Fly) - One of the four competitive racing strokes. 
 
Deck - area around the swimming pool reserved for swimmer, officials, and coaches. 
 
Disqualified (D/Q) - A swimmer's performance is not counted because of a rule infraction.  A 
disqualification is shown by an official raising one arm with open hand above their head. 
 
Dual Meet - type of meet where two school teams compete against each other. 
 
False Start - when a swimmer leaves the starting block before the horn or gun. 
 
Free Relay - a swimming event in which four swimmers participate as a relay team, each swimmer 
swimming an equal distance of the freestyle stroke. 
 
Freestyle (Free) - one of the four competitive racing strokes. Considered the fastest. 
 
IM (Individual Medley) - swimming event using all four of the competitive strokes on consecutive 
lengths of the race. 
 
Long Course - a 50 meter pool. In High School meets, we use that to refer to all events are 
Varsity length. 
 
Medley Relay - a swimming event in which four swimmers participate as a relay team, each swimmer 
swimming an equal distance of a different competitive stroke. 
 
Touch Pad - The removable plate that is connected to an automatic timing system.  A swimmer must 
properly touch the touchpad to register an official time in a race. 

How  sho u l d  my  son  p r e p ar e  t he  n i ght  b e f or e  t he i r  comp e t i t i on?  

How  do  I  r e s p ond  i f  m y  daught e r  has  a  p oor  r ace ?  W hy  i s  she  
sw i mm i ng  i n cons i s t e n t l y?  

As you begin this adventure through your first swim season, please feel free to ask any questions that 
arise. Other swim parents, even those from other teams, are happy to answer ?’s and help also. 

 


