
7. The following is an example for number 7.  The accomplishments are well-documented 

and explained in detail.  Your person was persistent in order to accomplish these feats.  Please 

be persistent as you continue your report in a professional manner.  You are half way there! 

 

7. Through Jonas Salk’s achievements, he accomplished many things.  His greatest 

accomplishment, however, was his invention of the poliomyelitis vaccine.  He discovered this 

immunization through a vast amount of studies that require extensive labor (Sherrow xiv).  

Remembered as a hero, Salk went on to study other diseases, including cancer and AIDs, and he 

sought ways to improve public health (Sherrow xiv).  By achieving this accomplishment, Jonas 

Salk’s medical research and lifelong efforts to promote scientific and human progress has 

changed the lives of many on a global scale. 

 Another worthy accomplishment of Jonas Salk includes his founding of the Salk Institute 

for Biological Studies in 1963 (Sherrow 91).  Salk worked for several years to make the scientific 

institute a reality (Sherrow 90).  He wanted the building and its surroundings to “evoke and 

inspire creativity”, which is why it is overlooking the Pacific Ocean along the coastal island of 

Torrey Pines Mesa in La Jolla, California, near the University of California (Sherrow 90).  Today 

the sweeping facility focuses on improving virus vaccines, studying multiple sclerosis, and 

working to develop a vaccine against AIDS. 

 Many awards and honors were given to Dr. Jonas E. Salk in recognition of his 

accomplishments.  One of the most impressive, however, was in 1977, when Salk attended a 

special ceremony at the White House (Sherrow 99).  “For his ongoing contributions to health 

and science,” President Jimmy Carter awarded him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, which is 

the nation’s highest civilian award (Sherrow 99).  Salk was pleased to receive this award on the 

same day that the late civil rights leader, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., assassinated in 1968, 

was honored (Sherrow 99).  Jonas Salk was able to look back on many laurels and several 

decades of achievement on both scientific and humanitarian fronts. 


