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Ccnpiled by Ctrarles Mulla1ey

Bugeuefs first J'nior bigb schoor opened its doors to seventh a:rd
eighth Srad'e studente ln septenber, L9r6. Artbo'gh, acco¡rr{¡g to a nember
of tbe first teachfng staff, "rt vagn't rearry a Jr:nlor btgh school but
only a departnentarlzed grade school," ft èid set the atage for the tteverop-
trent' lu 1c¡¡ than ten years, of the 6-g-s syeteu that nag to characterize
tbe Engene school aysten for the flfby-aeven yearg betr¡een l9Z5 a¡al 19g3.

rn lg23 thc Eugcne schoors vere faclng tbe probren of grorrug enrorl_
ment' aad' 1¡ order to reduce cn¡roll¡eut pressurea on both the htgh schooJ_
and tbe grade scboolg, a plan vas adopted, to bufrd tvo nev Jr:nior hrgh
scbooL builètnge to houge grades sevln, eightr Âhd, nine. Ihe hlgb school
vas to retarn grades ten thror¡gh trrerve, a.d the grade schools vere to
teecb g¡ades one through a1:.

r\¡¡¡ds vere approvrd in a crose budget erectÍon on Feb.rar¡r ?o, r9z\.
BenJ¡'¡l¡ Fra¡k1ln, rater nn'ned, Ifoodrov I{lrson, vas to serve tbe vest sld.e
of tovn, ¡nd rheodore RooeeveÌt, rocated. at the corner of Agate aud lgth
streets' va!¡ to serve a¡r etten¿r¡nce ar a ón the eest sÍde. oa Merch r?,
upon the ¡eco@end'ation of the Eugene Post of tbe A¡nerrcan Legron, the naue
of rbeod'orc Roosevelt Jr¡nf or Htgh schoor vas offt clalry ad,opted,. rn a pub-
llc .cere¡ony on tùoveuber 6, tgZ\, tbe foi$då of p¡¡üblas latd, tbe coraer_
stone' B,fldlng proceeded' anoothly, aDd the ne,nþ-corpleted tvo-gtory brlck
etn¡cture opcnedl-lt¡ doora to 1.60 atr¡dents ln Septeuber, 1925, vltb l,largaret
flalvorseu aerrrng as thc flret prdnclpa,r. The schoolrs atudent pop'retrou
grer Èo 320 ln 193O and then fluctr¡ated betveeu 3OO and lrOO for thc next 20years. lllth the tvo nev Junior htgh echooler a.rt gevcnth and elgbth grade
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stu.ents in E'gene vere for tbe flrst tl¡¡e attending Jr¡nior bighs ' The

preetige of the schools va¡ enhaneecl by the inclusion of ninth grad'ers fron

theErrgeneôfgtrlctasgellassoBeninthgradestudeutgfromeoueofthe

n¡ral tltgtrlcts aror¡nd Eugene'

llbe ¡en three-year Junior bigb schoole vitb new facllltles mad'e pos-

sible broad a¡d attractlve e:çloratonr coursee ancl e:ctra-class actlvl'ties

thatverenotavallablebeforcLg25.Especin]lynotevorthyvastbee)çpafi-

slon tn pbyslcal eðucetl,ou antl tbd ¡rta. othcrwl¡c tbe cr¡rrlcr¡ltn for

scvcntb antl etgbth graôera vas nuch the sane a¡ ln tbe orlglnal Jr¡¡rfor btgh'

At Roosevelt tboee etuðents had clasges |n Engltab' geograp\r' arlthretic'

hlatory, pcDllaDEblp, antl spel}lag. In atlèltlon to electlves' the nl'nth

grailecourScalncluttcdLatlu,algebra,aclcnce,údvorlilhlstorT.Pbygl-

caL etlucation a¡ô tbe a¡ta vcre glven to a1l'

For tbc fìl.rst fev yeare the teacblng nethocls end ecbool' EctlvltLes et

Roogevclt resenbled, those r¡sed ln hlgb echool' The pr¡p1ltg ôay vaa com-

pletely rlcpartæntallzed. Mucb ¡tre8a vê8 placed on ea¡nlng hlgÞ gradea '

Spcclal blue eolorcô rePort cardl rrerc 81,æn to tboee vho recelrred no grade

Iegs tha¡ " 
rrlrr or a t'2t' for tbe nlne-veek reportlDg pcrloô' Íhe na¡eg

of alr etudents receivlng blue cards vere prÍntett ln the Ronsh @' ttt"

scbool ncryapaper. An bonor soclety vas fomeil in 1930 to recog¡l'ze these

gcbolars,ùôRooseveltbeca¡eafllllatedvlththelletionalJr¡¡lor[tghHonor

SocletY ln 1931r

' Studlcnt¡ ln tbelr tblrô year at tbe scbool voge Crlle¿ ttsenlorE .lt

coænceænt exerclses verc herit Jolnt\y vtth ltllgon Jrmlor EigÞ a¡'l Eugene

ElgþschoolattlacArthr¡rCor¡¡tontbcUnfr=raltyoforegoncaqpr¡luntfl

Lg3,.AtthattlæRoogevelt|agratluatlonererclge¡æætlfntoft¡ovn

audltorl.r¡¡. Tbe luportance of thla cereü'ny vaa lnd'lcateô by the reco8nlzetl
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co@unlty a¡d educatlona-I leadera nho arld¡essed tbe g¡aduatlng ninth grad,ers

antl thelr parents. Grach¡ation exerefses vere to remain an irportant ñ¡netfon

at Rooeev€lt r¡¡til the late 1960e.

Llke tbelr older counterparts at blgb achool, Rooaerrclt gtuttente had,

a cou¡llete progra¡¡ of atbletlc ectfvltfea for boys. Interschool conteste

vere held ln football, basketba-ll, baseball and track. Ganes vere played,

against HlLson Junlor Hlgh, St. Marl¡rs Catbollc, Springfield, Sa'ìen, Rose-

burg, Cort¡ILt¡, and Cottage Grovci Sc gLrLa had a slnflar but less e:cten-

sivr progran.

Entcrl.ng geventh gratlen partlclpatetl ln a school superrlaerl. lnltlatlon,

hetl a¡ orppor{unity for tbree bury years of acadcdcs a¡d activltleo, and,

particlpatetl ln a for¡al grailtrrtfon e¡ereisc at tbc cnd of tbclr nlnth grade

fear--rll a preludc to their tbrec-year hlgb aehool e:çerlenee. It a¡¿peared

that earþ Roosevtlt vaa tnrly a "¡unfort' hlgþ school.

By f93L l{lss Ealyorsen, Ja¡es lfotter, and [arold A.].llgon harl been prln-

clpale at Roo¡evtlt. Durlng tbe¡c car\y ycan close tlea vitb the Unlrrr-

elty of Orcgon School of Educatton vene rlevelopect. The tvo vorked cloaely

together to provltle training for proepectlrrc teachere. Rooaevelt students

vere a'l so able to use aeveral Unl.versity faclLitieg and nost Roosevel-t

graduatea vent on to attend Ualverslty Hlgb Scbool. this rernained true

until Universfty Elgh vas closcd, ln 1953. Caclet teachers contl.nued tralnlag

at Roogevelt througþ L983.

The ¡chool year 1931-32 ¡av tbe beglnnfngr of change ln Rooscvrltre

progra¡. -¿¡s"gh tloortros ï1lson ra¡ to ¡re¡¿ln a trattltlonal r'hlgb gchool-

lfletr Jrmlor hfgþ for the ne:t ten yeare, Boolerrl.t ex¡rcrlenced a dccade

of notenorthy cbangec. llendell L. Vanloa¡ beca¡e prl¡cipal of thc school

1¡ 193L a¡d eoon changes vere ingtttt¡tett. Ir{11dred l{ll[ln'q, a long tlne
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Roosevelt teacber, higb school d.epartnent head, and UnÍverslty professor,

described the Roosevelt progra,n ln her doctoral àlssertatlon:

Abllity grorptng vas abollsbed, eocial stud.Les nblch barl prevl-
oì¡sIy bee¡ electlve ln tbe nlnth grarle, vas requlrerl of eIL pr4ltls
et aII grde lerrl¡ a¡ô a ut.fleil soclal etuôleg p¡rog¡aa...FÊ-
placeô the forær separete subJecte of A¡erlcan hlgtory, civlcs,
gcogra¡rby, anil vorltl blstory. Llteratr¡re, grrñ'r.r, üô spelll,ng,
nhlch prcrrloualy been taugþt aeperate\y, vere fr¡setl lnto a slugle
Englfsb courae for each grade...Electlves rrere reduced antl eupha-
sis vaa placed, upon gencral educatlon. Eventua.l\y, no electl.ves
verc perulttctl. Puplts took art a¡d nr¡sic on alte¡aate da¡rs;
lnclr¡strtal a¡t¡ anô ho¡e ecoaoF{ ca altemateô slth roatbenatLcs ;
ecf.encc rltcr¡¡tcû yftb pb¡¡rlüil eôucatlon¡ e¡rd general language,
vhlch rcplaccô clectfrr¡ ln lrench au<l Latlu, altcrnatcil wlth
orleotatlon. French, Latl.n, Gcl'mn, and. Spanlah vere Lntrotluced,
ln the general langrragc couree.

A corneelor perlorl vas establlsbed aod an actlvlty progrsn begun"

In the Fcbnur¡r, L932, Laaue of tbe Roug¡ Rid.er, Va¡Loa¡ ex¡rlatned, the

ueed, for the corneelor perlod. trlfhen the d,epartmental systen Íe uaed ln

Junlor blgþ acbools lt ts necessar¡r for the stud,entsr lnterests to be lookecl

afLer by one person, and, that person ahould be the couneelor.rr One perl.od

every hlitay va.g set asltle for tbe corurgel-or ncetlng. Il¡l.s boDe roon

perlotl ral reaponefble for the pupltrs f.ntegrated ed,ucatlonal op¡rc*unlty,

for ex¡rrlucntatl.on and practlce fn parllamentary procedr¡re, partlclpatlon

ln cournlty ltfe, grrld,ance ln all natters pertalning to health, soel,¡ì ,

recreational, and vocatÍonal needs.

At the sane tlne a¡ activtty period beca¡¡e part of the scbool tlay,

and each student cor¡Ld partlcipate 1n an actlvity vlthout staylng after

school. In 1932 gtudente con].d Belect tñd'27 ttifferent clubs an<l actlvt-

ties. Meetiuge verc beld one perlod e day, four days a veek. 0n the îl.|Èh

ùV that pet{oô-vel glrrn ovrr to the cou¡selor neetlng.

At tblr lanc tlDÊ a atrong lntra¡r¡ral aports progra¡ for both boye

anrt glrta vas lutroduced, rrlth a correBpontllug de-euphasis on Íateracho-

Iagtf c s¡nrta.
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Efforts at correlatfon of subJect natter contfnued,, and in 1936-3? block

scbedullng vas used, a¡rd. assignrnents vere mad.e to English and socfal stuòies

in such a vay tbat eacb teacher bad, one sectlon of puplJ.s in both English

and soclÀl etuôles, though not for conaecutive perlode. The follortng

year a tnifl.ed socLal stuèies progtan vlth bloc gchedullng durlng conaecu-

tlve period.s vas 1n p1ace, and, the nane SocLaL Llvtng ca¡ne lnto use. Ibe

orientatfon classes vere d.iecontinued, and. the cor¡nselorrs fr:nctions yere

asalgned to the Soclal Livlng tcatere.

Eventa at Rooeevelt tturlng tbe 30s receirrcd attention throughout the

etate , aad, lu llay, 19¡+0 , Mt.l'rtretl lflUlnnc , a lead,er ln the changes tbat

batl ta.ke¡ plaee, e:çlaLnetl the Roogevelt plan to a Jrnlor Eigh Prlnclpala t

Confereace ncetlng ln Saleu.

In llay, 19bI, Roogevelt Jr:¡¡lor Hfgh School becane the llrst Junlor

higb ln Oregon to be evaluated by the Oregon State Departnent of Education.

It recelrrd a¡ excellent ratlng.

tlorlil llar II bnougbt chan6ea ln thc Roogevtlt {¡ln{¡{st¡atfon. In

19\2 WeudcIL Va¡Ioa¡ ¡oved. to Vanport, Oregon, to aerne as sr4lerintend.ent of

that nev school ayateu. I'ftld.r€d, l{flf{nnc seÌ'r¡ed, as acting prlncipal for

the reet of tbe f9L2-b3 school year, and George Nelson becarne RooseveLtts

nev prlncipal iu the falJ. of L9b3. Under NeJ.sonts lead,ersbip the scbool

carrled, on ¡¡r¡ch the eane currlcuh.¡n as before. ElSb acbLeveucnt contlnued

to be gtr€geed Ln a program that vas acad,enlca-l\y orfeuted. Ablllty groqp-

lng for ¿cedentc aubJects retumed to the p-g""r, aad wtthin tbc etr:ucture

of the tratlftlonal seven-¡rcr1ocl ilay bad, the effect of grouplng fo¡ ¡lr

cfa.e¡e¡. Durlng Xelsonr¡ tenu¡e, echool apirit aæng ltr¡dc¡tr contlnued to

grov atronger. It va¡ algo r tine vhen tbc schoolrs enrolLrent grev raplc\y

a¡d a nes RooeeveLt bt¡lÌèlng vee constmcted,. Increaslng enrolbent
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presg¡res brougbt sone mod,lficetione 1n the Roosevelt proSram' Grad'ualLy

the activity period. ves òLscontinued. and the lntra¡or¡ral program èisappeared.

In f9b5 a consolidation election reeuJ.ted in the Derger of Eugene vltb

a nrnber of atrs-Il adJoinlng ecboof dl.strLcte. Tbe enlarged Junior hlgþ

popplettoD Y8a onty teuporarlly accomodated by tbe constructlon of Colln

Ke1\y Jr¡nior Higb. By 19L8 tvo ner¡ enrollnent probJ'ens e:deted'. Ít¡e ele-

nentary enrollnent vas grorrlng larger n]6or and' lt Haa necesssall to replace

the oIô, uoodÊD Condon a¡ô Llncoln butltltugr vblcb had' becn Ln use elnce

1909. It vas tteclde<l to br¡lItt a nev Roosevelt brrtlcllng at 2lrtU ancl Hi]-yartl.

l'he oIô Rooeevllt br¡tltlfng v88 r€ürdelccl for Condonrs use' Tbe nev Roose-

velt Jr¡nlor Blgh Scbool vae com¡lleted, a¡tl reaQr for classes |n September,

1950.

George Nelson contri.buted. nuch of tbe plannlng for the nev br.rl]-èing

antt ôfô mrch to pl¿rt for and superrlse lts enlargerent tlurln6 the tlne be-

tveen Septernber I95O antl 1965 ïhen he lefÙ Roosevelt to becone prlncipal

of tbe nev l¡lonroe Jrnlor Elgh Scbool. The nev Roosevelt vas deel'gned'

apecllLcally for Jrmtor blgb-aged atudenta a¡¡tl boa¡tetl tvo grEs ' a cafe-

terla, a llbrar.:r, hoBeDsklng roorn, vooôshop, Ûd fourteen classrooEa.

Enrollment tn ].g50 vae 567 students and that nunber Srev to 65¡¡ in 1951 a¡rd

725 tn 1952, necessLtatlng the atltlltlon of nev rootr¡s ' Before he lel'È

Rooeeyelt, tfclson bad overseen the attttLtlon of a Eeta-I sbôp' a¡¡d an enlerged

bonenaklng rrlng, a large tûr¡slc roon YÍth el.evated aeetlng, a science ¡r1n8

of iour 191968, aDd for¡r otber elas¡roous. Un{er tbe evalr¡atlon crLterLa

ofthetg'os,tbeoregonStatcDepartæntofEtlucetloncallcdRooser'elt
n...oDG of the ]o.ct fo tbe s^tatern foüot¡lû8 a¡ evalu¿tlon fn 1958'

I\¡rther acltftloug to the bqlldlng vere n¡de ln 1968. tJben Roosev'e]'t

beea¡e a nldcu.e scbool ln 1983, ft batl tbù{y-thrce claasrootrs ' lncludlng
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tbree shops. It had. three 6rntÁ¡' one cafeteria, one band' rOoE' one small

theater, one library-nedia center and eevera-l snall group-vorking areas.

In 1965 Davttl Mortlrcre beca¡e prtnclpal et Roosevelt, and during the

next fey yea¡:B he gathered, togetber a staff lntereeted in cu¡rlcu}.u changes.

Under Mo¡tlnorers leader€blp aa<t gthulatetl by the vriting of staff nenber,

Ray Scofl.eld, the staff a¡rd adninl.etretLon d,eveloped' a phlloeop\y of ed'uca-

tion and ex¡llored vaya to luplenent. cbangea tbet vould teach d,enocracy

ratber than tcach about lt. Durlng tbe tvo ycars r ]'|96749, ex¡lerirnentrl

elaseeg vere conducted a¡rrl evrh¡¡tetl. Itlea¡ fro¡ atl aourcea vere investl-

gated. llhe Mead.ovbrook Jr¡nlor trlgb Progran lu llerton Centrc, Maseachusetts,

and the v¡1tloga of Dr. lfll*lla¡ Gla¡ger, author of Schoole lflthout Falh¡rc,

vere egpeclally lnfluentlal. A sl@cr vorktbo¡l of Roosev'e1t teachere tn Jr¡ly,

1969 pro¿uced a phlloeophy atateænt a¡rd a prograu of lnetrlctlon to luple-

nent it. Thls nev progran recelved tbe a¡ryroval of the llJ tl.lrectors and,

the Ore6on State Board of Educatlon and vent lnto operatJ.on ln Septenber,

Lg6g, rrhen Don Jackeon beeaæ prlnctpal of RooseæIt. Jadcson nu¡sed' the

progra¡ througb Lte flret yeañr of ex¡rerlnental atatus and lnto Lte etatus

rul Bn a,ltematlve educational progran.

I'be nev program vae bullt on the goals of notivation, scholarship

a¡¡d, creatlvity. To this va^e added, the goal of belplng studente learn hov

to take charge of tbe developnent of thelr potentlal and to understand

that tbey, ln the long nrn, gre responslbre, 
-for 

tbeir ovn learaÍng. Ihe

"*i"rrf- 
va¡ totally clectlvc. Stuttentg vorklng rlth tbelr parents and'

advlgor, ed Wing test aleta a¡d teacher reco@cnclatlons' Ye:3e expected to

aelect a ptograu of atucty r¡btch beet Dêt tbclr neei!¡ a¡d, lnterestg. fre

Rooscv-elt catalog for tbc gchool year l98l-82, lot erau¡1le, contained

¿eacr-!.ptione of 2?9 separate nlne-veek courses frou vhlch etudents cot¡-Ld'
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choose. T¡e school vas ungretted in the eense tbat there Yere no seventh,

eigbth or ninth grade classeg as such. Students vere encouraged to knov

tbeir levele of ecbievement a¡rd, to take classes on the basls of their need,s

ln order to nake contLnuou.s progreoa. In a seconô sense the school rlas

'ngraded,. 
Roosevelt èiô not asslgn letter grades. Instead, eacb student

received, a rrLtten evalu¿tion for eacb cot¡¡se on cor4:letion of nine veekst

vork.

RooaeæIt Btudents baô a longer tlay than ctiô other Eugene Junlor

hlgb stuôenta. Perb of tbe atldecl tlne vas tlevotetl to tbe eutde perlo<l

rùlch vas central to tbe Roosevelt Progran. lbe Progran placetl thc atuclent

in an actLvr role of èlscoyerlng antt velgblng altematlvea, nallng cholces,

ancl acceptlng tbe conaequenceE.

Tbe Rooeevelt Progran operated. for fourteen years and served as a

role nodel for rnany otber scbools ln the state. Hund¡etts of vleltors fron

througþout the state, the country, and' frou several forelgn conntrlea

vleitcô cla.ssee a¡r<l lntervleved studenta a¡¡d teachers regerùlng tbe Prograro

ôuring tbe fl.rst Jrears of lts operatlon.

Ibe progfa¡ vaa ettrectlve to nany students fron other Eugene attend-

ance areas. gitb the ttlstrlctrs open transfer policy, Roosevelt operated

at butlôtng capaclty,.accepting as many ar¡ 220 transfer students a year.

At one tfr¡e tbe buttd'tng hor¡seô 875 students.

Donatrl Jackson aetred as princlpa-I frou ¡959 b772L. Prlncfpals

yr¡fo" f\ynn, Pau luakeep, ùd Îcd Carho,- 
"ootfouetl 

to prornote tbe ldca,

ðevtlopcû by Morttmrc, tbat thc staff gbor¡l<l fi¡nctlon as a deEocratLc bodV'

helplng tbe act¡{al¡trat!,os rellne tbe acboolre goala, relect'ncry gteff

ænbcrs, ed clevclop ney cu¡-rlcul¡. Uoder Çrlhes¡ra leadershfpr the staff

belpetl butlal tbe ncv r¡fôdlle school progra! tbat n¡rketl the end' of lbeodore

Roosevclt Junior Hfgb tn the eprlng of 1983 a¡d lntroduced tbe nev Tl¡eodore



9.0

Roosevel-t MicltlLe School that opened its d,oors to sl:rth, senentb and etghth

grade students ln September of 1983.
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