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East Rockaway School District
Mission Statement

The East Rockaway School District respects our
diverse community and proud traditions by engaging
everystudentin an innovative and challenging
educational program which inspires learners to
become self-directed, ethical, creative, and globally
conscious citizens.




N e,
) EAST ROCKAWAY

L DISTRICT

VALUES AND PRIORITIES

f

Kids First,

Always




What is Project-Based
Learning?

CAREER COMPETENCIES

Students...
Gain knowledge & skills working on an @

extended investigation
Solve authentic problems & challenges
Demonstrate their knowledge by
developing a public product or presentation

Build deep content knowledge

Enhance Essential “Future Ready” Skills including critical
thinking, collaboration, communication, and creativity

Leadership Professionalism Career & Self Equity & Inclusion
Development
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Seven Essential Project
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Seven Project Based
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Student Learning




Challenging Problem or
Question — Examples from ER

How does where you live affect how you live?(grade 5)

How can we, as entrepreneurs, design and create
original products to market to consumer? (grade 5)

“History is doomed to repeat itself.” How can America
avoid the same fate as the Roman Empire? (grade 9)

How might stories of struggle during the fever outbreak
in 1793 help us understand the many challenges of the
COVID-19 pandemic? (grade 7)



Authentic & Expert Sources

- 5t grade students visited HS art, tech, and FACS
classrooms and were visited by HS students and
outside professionals

- 9th grade students studied primary sources from
Roman times and contemporary articles from a
broad spectrum of sources \




& Expert Sources

Authentic




Student Voice & Choice

Choose their role — architect, fashion designer, or chef
Choose the product they will develop and sell

Choose an issue of personal importance to inspire
others to act upon using a TED Talk format

Choose a format of your final product — podcast,
digital guidebook, or Google Slides presentation
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Sustained Inquiry

« Once their driving question is finalized, students embark on a
research journey
« They build skills ANDknowledge as they work on their project
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Sustained Inquiry

Once their driving question is finalized, students embark on a
research journey
They build skills AND knowledge as they work on their project
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Public Product / Authentic
- Present to younger students Audience

« Present to Congressman D’Esposito
- Mid-project critique from outside experts




Publlc Product / Authentic
Audience




Public Product / Authentic
Our Recommendations Audience

To enhance America's Economy, decrease Moral Decay &
Partisanship we believe...

e There should be better quality of candidates for President

e Stop Super PACs-Government for the people not
corporations
We should budget our foreign aid & or potentially put it on
hold
Every person should have AT LEAST 1 or 2 years of service
in the Military by 30 yrs old
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Public Product / Authentic
Audience

Our Recommendations For America Today

Remind people and enforce the positives that make our country
#1

Develop solutions to everyday problems for Americans through
multiple media platforms that would apply to the younger
generation.

Hold politicians and your own political party accountable when
the people’'s interests don't come first
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What Teachers Say

“Students collaborated in groups to accomplish tasks connected to the final presentation. This created
accountability amongst their peers. The project gave students experience with real world applications including
presenting their findings to Congressman Anthony D’Esposito. Students got a chance to engage in a social
exchange through ZOOM with a classroom in Milan. Students created inquiry questions about one another's
culture and society and engaged in a meaningful conversation. Students applied problem solving skills in order
to create solutions for modern day issues in America.”




PBL from a Student’s
Perspective




The Road Ahead

« All teachers in inaugural training class S
~ Aleader'sjobis to.loo

will implement one unit this year and into the future and see the
; organization, not asiit s,
add a second unit next year bt 2s it should be

* The next third of our staff will e
participate in PBL 101 professional R S
development next fall

« All staff will be trained by fall of 2025 |

* We are positioning East Rockaway
ahead of possible graduation
requirement shifts that would allow
alternative and/or portfolio
assessments




Thank you for your
attention.

Are there any
questions?
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