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By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

The Nashville Predators made a 
big splash in the opening minutes of 
NHL free agency by signing Steven 
Stamkos, Jonathan Marchessault and 
Brady Skjei. Marchessault, the 2023 
playoff MVP got a five-year deal 
worth $27.5 million. Stamkos leaves 
Tampa Bay after 16 seasons that in-
cluded winning the Stanley Cup 
twice and making two other trips to 
the final. Jake Guentzel signed with 
the Lightning as part of them replac-
ing Stamkos.

The Nashville Predators made a 
big splash in the opening moments of 
NHL free agency Monday by signing 
Steven Stamkos, Jonathan Marches-
sault and Brady Skjei.

Stamkos said he was signing with 
the Predators, leaving Tampa Bay af-
ter 16 seasons that included winning 
the Stanley Cup twice and making 
two other trips to the final. It was not 
immediately clear what the 34-year-
old forward was getting in terms of 
years or dollars.

Marchessault, the 2023 playoff 
MVP and another standout veteran 
forward, got a five-year deal worth 
$27.5 million, according to a person 
familiar with the contract. 

See FREE, page B2

NHL

Bruins part of 
early frenzy
B’s inks Lindholm, 
Zodorov on 1st day

NEWPORT (AP) — 
Richard Bland shot a 4-un-
der 66 in the final round 
of the U.S. Senior Open, 
catching leader Hiroyuki 
Fujita after rain postponed 
the finish to Monday morn-
ing and then banging a chip 
shot off the pin to beat him 
on the fourth playoff hole 
and win his second straight 
senior major.

The Senior PGA cham-
pion gained five shots on 
Fujita in the final round, 
which was delayed by 
thunderstorms on Sun-
day afternoon with eight 

holes remaining. When the 
golfers returned to the par-
70, 7,024-yard Newport 
Country Club on Monday, 
Fujita’s consistency — he 
hit 38 straight fairways in 
regulation before the rain 
delay — had abandoned 
him.

After both posted 13 
under in regulation and 
matched scores in a two-
hole, aggregate playoff 
and the first hole of sudden 
death, the golfers returned 
to the par-4, 466-yard 18th 

See BLAND, page B2

By KYLE HIGHTOWER
Associated Press

BOSTON — The ownership group 
that controls the reigning NBA cham-
pion Boston Celtics says it intends to 
sell all its shares of the team.

In a statement released Monday, 
Boston Basketball Partners LLC said 
it intends to sell the majority interest 
of the team in 2024 or early 2025. The 
balance of its shares would then close 
in 2028.

Wyc Grousbeck, whose family leads 
the ownership group, is expected to re-
main the team’s NBA governor until 
the sale is complete.

“The controlling family of the 
ownership group, after considerable 
thought and internal discussion, has 
decided to sell the team for estate and 
family planning considerations,” the 
statement said.

The Celtics defeated the Dallas 
Mavericks in the NBA Finals last 
month to capture the franchise’s 18th 
championship.

Boston Basketball Partners —- 
led by venture capitalist Grousbeck, 
his father and investor H. Irving 
Grousbeck, along with venture cap-
italist Steve Pagliuca — purchased 
the Celtics for $360 million from the 
Gaston family in 2002. The Gastons 
had previously owned the team since 
1983.

One of the NBA’s original and sto-
ried brands, the Celtics were valued at 
$4.7 billion last year by Forbes, placing 
it behind only the Golden State War-
riors ($7.7 billion), New York Knicks 
($6.6 million) and Los Angeles Lakers 
($6.4 billion).

The current ownership group was in 
charge when the Celtics won the NBA 
title in 2008.

In an email to Celtics staff that was 
obtained by The Associated Press, Wyc 
Grousbeck wrote they are “committed 
to finding a worthy incoming owner-
ship group who will guide the Celtics 
to more decades of success.”

A little of this, a little of 
that …

 
• The keys to the Cumber-

land High boys basketball 
program have been handed 
to an individual who’s no 
stranger to Clipper athletics.

Tyler Calabro, CHS Class 
of 2015, was recently tabbed 
as the head-coaching replace-
ment of Gary Reedy, who 
ended his 26-year run on the 
sideline shortly after the con-
clusion of the 2023-24 sea-
son. Under Reedy, Calabro 
spent the past four seasons 
as a varsity assistant coach and JV 
head coach, thus the anticipation that 
the transition to the main chair should 
prove seamless.

“Born and raised in Cumberland, I 
couldn’t be more excited,” said Cal-
abro. “I was fortunate enough to learn 
from a great coach in Coach Reedy. 

He taught me a lot and was 
very good to me.” 

A three-sport standout 
who also shined in football 
and baseball while wearing 
the Blue & White during 
high school, Calabro went 
on to play college baseball 
at Rhode Island College. 
Currently a teacher in the 
Ponaganset school system, 
he spends his summers as an 
American Legion assistant 
coach for Upper Deck Post 
14.

The decision to usher in 
a new era of Cumberland 

basketball with an alum at the con-
trols feels like a win-win on multiple 
fronts. For starters, Calabro doesn’t 
need to be educated on the importance 
of sports at the school located off 
Mendon Road. 

See McGAIR, page B8

Calabro staying home
‘Born and raised in Cumberland,’ 
Calabro ready to coach basketball team

Photo by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartworks.com

Cumberland native Tyler Calabro is succeeding 
Gary Reedy as the Clipper boys basketball coach. 
Calabro served as an assistant coach for four years. 

Bland takes title in extra holes

Photos courtesy of the USGA

Englishman Richard Bland, above. won his second straight senior major title after outlasting Hiroyuki Fujita in extra holes to claim the 
U.S. Senior Open at Newport Country Club Monday morning.

Englishman makes extra day in Newport worth it by beating Fujita

Celtics up 
for sale
Process starts 
soon, ends in 2028
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Author wants to turn Plainville downtown into destination spot
By Mike Kirby

For The Sun Chronicle

Jeff Kinney remembers 
the day Plainville went from 
the town where he lived to 
the town where he will live 
for the rest of his life.

It was 2005, and there 
was a parade downtown to 
celebrate Plainville’s centen-
nial. The center was packed 
with what seemed like most 
of the 8,000 residents at the 
time.

“There was a real sense of 
community that day,” Kin-

ney, creator of the hugely 
popular “Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid” book series, said in a 
recent interview with The 
Sun Chronicle. “Neighbors 
and friends were all talking 
and enjoying themselves. 
We felt really connected to 
the community. And (wife) 
Julie and I decided then 
that’s the kind of town we 
want to live in.”

And they are about to 
launch an ambitious, deeply 
public-spirted effort to pro-
vide a major facelift to their 
adopted hometown.

The Kinneys have pur-
chased seven downtown 
buildings, including an old 
factory and drugstore. Some 
of the buildings have already 
been gutted.

Demolition will begin at 
a kickoff event for the proj-
ect at 10 a.m. Saturday in the 
large parking lot at routes 1A 
and 106.

The Kinneys’ bold plan 
will completely overhaul the 
existing town center, once 
known for its manufacturing 
and textile industries, and 
turn it into a destination spot 

for residents and visitors. 
Once demolition is com-
plete, building plans include 
an anchor restaurant, beer 
garden and a town green that 
could host farmers’ markets, 
concerts, festivals and town 
gatherings.

See SPOT, page A5
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Police bust alleged reckless 
driver who claims to be on 
a mission from gods

Man arrested after beating 
girlfriend with baseball bat, 
according to police

By RUSS OLIVO
Contributing Writer

WOONSOCKET – In 
an encounter with a mo-
torist one officer described 
as “extremely strange,” a 
city man was arrested after 
traveling faster than 60 mph 
along Park Ave in the wrong 
lane and ignoring a red light 
at a major intersection.

Brad J. Fugere, 45, of 
194 Fortin Drive., was 
taken into custody after he 
stopped for police near Park 
Avenue and Smith Street 
about 1:40 a.m. on July 1. 
He was charged with reck-
less driving against public 
safety.

Officer Andrew Griffith 
first took note of Fuge-
re’s cavalier road etiquette 
near Hamlet Avenue, when 
he observed him “travel-
ing much faster” than the 
25 mph speed limit as he 
passed CT Plus, a 24-hour 

convenience store. Despite 
the hour, there were still pe-
destrians and vehicular traf-
fic associated with the store, 
but Fugere maneuvered his 
2018 Nissan Sentra “with 
no regard” for them, the of-
ficer reported.

As Griffith followed the 
Sentra at 60 mph, he was 
unable to close the gap be-
tween himself and the vehi-
cle and Fugere was unable 
to hold the Sentra in the for-
ward lane of travel. Finally, 
after Fugure passed through 
a red light without stopping 
at the intersection of Logee 
Street, Griffith activated his 
emergency lights and Fuge-
re eventually stopped for 
him.

“When asked why he 
blew through the red light 
he said, ‘I know,’ adding 
that he was ‘working for his 
gods,’” the officer 

See DRIVER, page A3

By RUSS OLIVO
Contributing Writer

WOONSOCKET – A 
city woman was transport-
ed to the hospital after her 
boyfriend allegedly beat 
her with a baseball bat, po-
lice say.

Brian J. Hicks, 32, of 
211 Rathbun St., was 
charged with aggravated 
domestic assault with a 
dangerous weapon, refusal 
to relinquish a telephone 
and disorderly conduct in 
connection with the June 
30 attack in a second-floor 
apartment at 939 Social St.

A neighbor heard the 
crash of items being 

thrown about the apart-
ment and “a lot of yelling” 
before she called the police 
about 6 p.m. When officers 
arrived, a few minutes lat-
er, the victim was outside 
the apartment, “crying 
hysterically,” and Hicks 
was still inside, refusing to 
come out.

The victim, 44 years old, 
later told police that Hicks 
came home intoxicated 
and “began to destroy the 
kitchen and break items.” 
At one point he shoved 
a kitchen table into her 
stomach and began throw-
ing things at her. In 

See ARREST, page A3

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

CUMBERLAND – Steve Cardo-
so sat back in a chair at his dining 
room table on Saturday and pon-
dered the answer to these questions: 
After 36-plus years as an electron-
ics/pre-engineering teacher at the 
William M. Davies, Jr. Career & 
Technical High School, what’s your 
secret? How did you get the most 
out of your students?

Cardoso, who retired officially on 
June 14, hesitated, then answered, 
“Treating the kids like they were 
your own, caring about them like 
they were your kids. You can’t treat 
them as students and that nothing 
matters after 2 o’clock. You have 

to give them attention, time, show 
them you care.

“I mean, I’m retired, but I’m still 
talking to my kids through Micro-
soft Teams,” he added. “I spoke to 
one young man last night, a senior 
who was in Atlanta for the National 
SkillsUSA Competition, and he told 
me he finished fifth in the country 
in the electronics category; that was 
two years in a row he did that, which 
is pretty awesome.

“He was talking to me all week; 
he said, ‘I think I did pretty good 
because I had that year of expe-
rience from last year.’ Still, last 
night, he seemed a little distraught. 
He told me he got fifth again, and I 
said, ‘You should be so proud! How 
many people can say that they got 

two fifth-place finishes in a row in 
their high school career? Not in the 
state but the country? I love it! Con-
gratulations!”

It’s that kind of rapport with and 
love for his students that kept bring-
ing him back to the institution at 50 
Jenckes Hill Road every morning, 
and it’s why he retired as the lon-
gest-tenured teacher in its 52-year 
history.

“Why now?” Cardoso asked 
about retirement, and he didn’t need 
long to respond.

“Great question. For the same rea-
son I left North Cumberland Middle 
School as its (head) baseball coach 
a few years ago; I’ve worked hard,” 

See TEACHER, page A3

Davies Tech teacher reflects 
on 36 years in education

LOOKING BACK & KICKING BACK

Photo by Jon Baker

Steve Cardoso, who retired from Davies Tech on June 14 as the longest-tenured teacher in school history, relaxes on 
his front porch in Cumberland with his pet beagle Emma.
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“Wimpy Kid” book series 
author Jeff Kinney of Plain-
ville has some big plans for 
the town he lives in.

Photo by Mark Stockwell
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Lie down, sit still, take a break: Your brain needs a rest
hours with busy-ness, doing and 
self-distraction. “Life affords us 
scant time for being nowadays, 
unless we seize the opportunity on 
purpose,” he wrote.

In Henry David Thoreau’s 1854 
classic “Walden” – drawn from 
the two-plus years he lived in a 
cabin near Walden Pond in Mas-
sachusetts – he wrote, “It is not 
enough to be busy. So are the ants. 
The question is: ‘What are we 
busy about?’”

Most Americans think of down-
time as something that is extra or 
indulgent – a treat that has to be 
earned only after we’ve done all of 
our productive tasks, says Amber 
Childs, a psychologist and asso-
ciate professor at Yale School of 
Medicine’s Department of Psychi-
atry. But research would suggest 
the opposite: Downtime is a basic 
human need.

“There’s not a place where it’s 
built in to say this is a norma-
tive, expected, appreciated part of 
what it means to be alive, what it 
means to be well, what it means to 
be whole and what it means to be 
thriving,” she says.

Weaving downtime in
Give your mind and body a re-

set with these three tips.
Focus on nothing. Downtime 

should leave you feeling rested, 
regenerated and recharged, Childs 
says. It can be as simple as relax-
ing by a fire or sitting outside and 
letting your mind wander.

Work your way up. Sitting still 
for 30 minutes a day is great, but 
it’s not achievable for everyone. 
Start small: The next time you’re 
waiting for a takeout order or a 
ride home, don’t do anything. In-
stead, simply exist.

When in doubt, lie down. 
Epel’s research has looked at the 
benefits of deep rest, a restorative 
state that can improve our physi-
cal and psychological well-being. 
You can achieve deep rest through 
yoga and mindfulness meditation, 
but Epel said the ultimate method 
is simply lying down on the floor.

Photos by Joseph Nadeau

Stanley Tree Service arborists Peter Cardin, left, and Shawn Driscoll were pre-positioned at Market Square on Sunday as a line of thunderstorms approached the city. The company 
has a storm contract with power utility companies to clear trees affecting services when bad weather causes damage. “We’re waiting for the storm to come through,” Driscoll said 
as local police tracked one just 17 miles from Woonsocket. “They have us positioned and staged so when the storm comes in we will be able to react quickly,” Driscoll said. Storms 
are unpredictable, but Driscoll said preparedness is essential when storm-related tree damage does occur. “We have all the right tools and skills to do the job safely,” Driscoll added. 
An earlier round of storms did cause damage last week when a reported small tornado or microburst brought trees down in Cumberland and North Attleboro.

STORM WATCHERS

Arrest
Continued from page A1
an attempt to protect her-
self, she fell to the ground, 
which is when Hicks came 
after her with a bat and be-
gan striking her repeatedly 
in the leg.

The woman told police 
she tried to call the po-
lice, but Hicks allegedly 
snatched the phone away 
from her to prevent her 
from doing so.

Hicks eventually 
stopped striking her, but 

when he did he went into 
a bedroom, flipped the bed 
upside down and began 
throwing more things.

Through a balcony win-
dow, police were able to 
see Hicks inside the apart-
ment, which was “in com-
plete disarray,” according 
to Patrolman Cameron 
Hill’s report.

After police forced their 
way in, Hicks was located 
in the kitchen and arrested 
without further ado.

It’s unclear what may 
have triggered Hicks’ tu-
multuous outburst. The 

victim, Hicks’ girlfriend 
for three years, told police 
he had been acting “weird” 
and coming home intox-
icated for the last several 
days.

She was transported to 
Landmark Medical Center 
for treatment after telling 
first-responders that her 
leg was in pain, police re-
ports say.

Driver
Continued from page A1
quoted Fugere as saying. “The in-
teraction was extremely strange, 

and upon a second officer arriving 
(Fugere) was removed from the ve-
hicle and placed in handcuffs.”

Fugere, whose address matches that 
of the Holiday Inn Express, has never 
been arrested before, according to the 

judiciary web site. He was scheduled 
to be arraigned in Sixth District Court 
later on July 1, but no details had been 
uploaded to the site as of press time.

Teacher
Continued from page A1
he said. “I’m the luckiest 
guy in the world because 
I’m able to make a decision 
to go this early, at 59 ½. 
I’m grandfathered in with 
some of the old pension 
rules, so my wife Linda 
and I will be able to go and 
live a middle-class Ameri-
can lifestyle.

“I also noticed I’m get-
ting more tired, and I don’t 
want to start short-cutting 
the job,” he continued. “I 
feel my energy level to give 
it 100 percent day-in and 
day-out is not what it used 
to be. If you think of teach-
ing – this is the way I think 
of it – as each class being 
a separate show, I’ve done 
about 38,800 shows. Take 
away 800 or so if you like 
for assemblies and other ac-
tivities, so I’ve done 38,000 
shows.

“I can still do it from 8 
a.m.-2 p.m., but my desire 
to do the work out of school 
has waned; that’s really 
where it is. I haven’t lost 
my fastball yet. I still teach 
the way I always did, old-
school, and it still works. I 
mean it, it does. But I find 
myself, it’s just tougher 
and tougher to crack open 
the laptop every night and 
having to correct tests and 
papers and tweak lesson 
plans.”

The fact he had major 
back surgery in Boston last 
October and spent 13 weeks 
on the mend didn’t help 
matters. He nevertheless 
did say he missed teaching 
and his kids every day. He 
admitted he felt bad miss-
ing so much school, but 

didn’t have a choice due to 
the time it took to heal.

“If it was just school, 
I could have kept going 
another couple of years; 
I still so love this job,” he 
said. “There’s nothing bet-
ter than going in there and 
being with those kids from 
8 to 2. That’s the best part. 
It’s the after-school stuff. 
I had to physically give 
up coaching baseball at 
North Cumberland, and 
that wasn’t long after we 
lost the state middle-school 
championship down in 
West Warwick.

“It was all because of 
the back.”

Cardoso’s career at Da-
vies never would have 
happened if it wasn’t for 
his love of electronics at 
a young age. It was then 
that he went to work for 
Joe Rentes, whose family 
owned Valley Electronics 
in Central Falls, as a boy. 
He swept the floors and 
did small jobs, but eventu-
ally learned the trade from 
Rentes and his cohorts.

Cardoso later graduated 
from Cumberland High as 
a student-athlete in 1982, 
then decided to enroll at 
the Rhode Island School of 
Electronics (RISE) to earn 
an Associate’s in Elec-
tronics Technology. He 
did that in 1984, and just 
weeks later he was hired as 
an audio-visual technician 
by the Woonsocket School 
Department.

He was only 19.
“I started getting feelers 

from Davies in the summer 
of ’87; that’s when Davies 
was going to bring in a 
ninth-grade program,” he 
said. “Prior to the ’87-’88 
school year, it was strictly 

10-11-12.”
In the fall of ’87, Car-

doso received a phone call 
from a familiar number. 
On the other side of the 
line was then-Davies Prin-
cipal Jack Keough, who 
had been told by former 
mentor Rentes that Cardo-
so would be a perfect addi-
tion to the staff.

“Joe was an electronics 
teacher at Davies, and he 
knew, I guess, that I could 
do what they were looking 
for,” he said. “At first, I de-
clined. I thought I was too 
young. I was only 22, and 
I was unsure. I wasn’t con-
fident, and I had a nice gig 
in Woonsocket. The more I 
thought about it, I talked to 
my wife, and I figured I’d 
give it a shot.

“I had to go take a pro-
ficiency exam, which I 
passed, and they gave me 
an emergency teaching 
certificate, which automat-
ically renewed every year 
based on you taking two 
courses per year.”

He decided to do that, 
and – while teaching 
during the day – he would 
go to night school at 
Rhode Island College. In 
1996, he had enough cred-
its to earn a Bachelor’s in 
Career & Technical Edu-
cation. Immediately after 
that, he re-enrolled at RIC 
to gain a Master’s in Tech-
nical Education, and he 
achieved that in 1999.

Before that, due to his 
love for baseball, he led 
the Davies Tech varsity 
baseball team for eight 
years, but gave up the po-
sition when his oldest, Jar-
ed, was ready to play the 
family game himself.

When asked how he’s 

seen Davies change over 
the years, he glanced out-
side his front door and 
slowly smiled.

“You know, I’m the last 
link to the glory days, to the 
originals who opened the 
building in 1972 – Verne 
Gaskins, Billy Murphy, 
who I’m still best friends 
with,” Cardoso said. “The 
person who’s nearest to me 
in tenure is 11 years be-
hind, so there’s been a lot 
of personnel that’s come 
and gone.

“I really think that 
with me leaving, you lose 
something institutionally 
because I know what the 
school and staff was like 
back then. People always 
come up to me and ask 
me what Davies was like 
back then. Nobody knows 
who Verne Gaskins or Bill 
Murphy are now. The thing 
about teaching, once you 
leave, the kids you had re-
member you, but only that 
group of kids.

“Next year, the incom-
ing freshmen aren’t going 
to know who Mr. Cardoso 
was,” he added. “I will say 
the school has changed; 
I think it’s more busi-
ness-like today. Years ago, 
we were finding our way; 
we were young, and really 
tight as a staff. We all got 
along so well, and with the 
kids, too. I sort of felt like 
Tom Hanks in The Green 
Mile in that I have this 
curse that I’m living forev-
er at Davies and all of my 
contemporaries are gone.”

Cardoso explained he 
never would have lasted 
without the help of what 
he called three mentors, 
including Rentes, Gaskins 
and Murphy. He thanked 

Rentes not only for being 
so patient with him as a 
boy at the family business 
but also believing in him 
enough to tout him as a 
Davies instructor.

“What Verne taught me 
was how to teach through 
coaching; he always said 
it, ‘Teaching is coaching 
and coaching is teaching,’” 
he said of Gaskins, the leg-
endary Patriots’ boys’ var-
sity basketball coach and 
physical education instruc-
tor. “I learned how to teach 
and coach under Verne, 
and those were valuable 
lessons.

“Billy showed me how 
to run a program,” he con-
tinued. “People have to un-
derstand when you teach a 
skill area, particularly at 
Davies, it’s like a small 
business. You have to out-
fit it with equipment, you 
need supplies, you have to 
take care of your workers, 
who are your students. You 
need to fill the demand out 
in industry, help business-
es with what you need. 
You have to form partner-
ships with businesses.

“You have to make sure 
what you’re delivering 
to your students is what 
Rhode Island industry 
needs, and that’s what I 
learned from Billy.”

When asked about how 
the students have changed, 
he said they seemed old-
er then, and there weren’t 
a lot of “The Breakfast 
Club” type cliques back 
then.

“Today, the diversity at 
Davies? That’s the thing 

that really stands out to 
me, and the thing I love 
most about it,” he said. “It 
was a mostly white popu-
lation when I started, and 
then there was more of a 
Hispanic population; now 
it’s a melting pot. There 
are a lot of African stu-
dents now, but I don’t see 
that.

“The lens I have, I just 
see the students in front 
of me, those who want to 
learn. I see students who 
care about their futures.”

Amazingly, he’s served 
under every principal/di-
rector the school has ever 
had but the first, Norman 
Eichner. Two in particu-
lar he said he felt the most 
gratitude for included 
Steve Thornton, a former 
Minnesota Twins out-
fielder, and Vickie Gail-
liard-Garrick.

He also delivered shout-
outs to former supervisors 
Brian Butler, Gerry Man-
ning and, most recently, 
Susan Votto.

“You know, I spoke to 
the school’s Board of Di-
rectors the other day, and I 
told them, ‘I’m the luckiest 
guy in the world,’” he said. 
“I said, ‘I don’t mean to 
sound like Lou Gehrig, but 
I stumbled into this job. I 
didn’t go searching for this 
job, it searched me out via 
Joe Rentes, and it’s given 
me everything I have in 
my life, and what my wife 
and kids have. It’s all due 
in large part to Davies.’

“I owe everything to 
that school.”
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