Family Engagement is Necessary for Student Success!
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The End of the School Year...

As you have already figured out by now, the end of
the school year as we know it won't be what we
have known in the past. Graduations, banquets,
award ceremonies, dances, and the fraditions of
the end of the year are all on hold or canceled. For-
tfunately many families, schools, and communities
are working together to create special memories for
our students and their families. Yard signs, business
marquees proudly displaying graduating seniors,
drive thru awards ceremonies, car parades, virtual
graduations, have been some of the creative ways
to celebrate students’ accomplishments.

Work with your school and community fo celebrate
your student. Don't let past traditions (as wonderful

as they are) hold you hostage in your thinking to

celebrate and recognize your student.
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It's OK to Be Sad!

Missing out on rites of passage such
as graduation, prom, and other cer-
emonies is upsetting for stfudents and
families. There is no getting around
that fact. Missing friends, schools,
and old routines can also make us
sad (even angry!). It is important that
we validate these feelings. Let your
family know that they are sad/upset
that things are different, difficult, dis-
appointing, or lonely. Talk about
these feelings. Come up with crea-
five ways to maintain friendships and
create new routines together for dai-
ly life. Find new things to celebrate
and create new celebrations.

Remember to give grace when
someone is being difficult. We may
not know what has made them feel
and act difficult. Within the family,
keep the lines of communication
open. Be understanding, And yes,
you may just need to give the some
space to work through their feelings.

That includes you, dear reader.
Have grace for yourself. You will
have good days and bad days—Ilike
always, they just may be different

reasons why right now. @

The Title | Team is taking the 'pulse’ ofF our Families. We care
about your well beina and success during this time. Please use

the link below to complete the survey. Thank \/ou!
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