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OuestBridge Scholars

Walter G. O'Connell Copiague
High School seniors — No. 4-ranked
Anna Carvajal and No. 7-ranked
Samantha Gonzalez - have been
named QuestBridge Scholars.

QuestBridge’s National College
Match is a college scholarship
application process that helps
outstanding high school seniors
gain admission and full four-
year scholarships to the nation’s
most selective colleges. Anna has

lvy League Bound

Kiran Ahmad (ranked No.
1): Yale University majoring
in neuroscience and physics

Edinelly Peguero (ranked
No. 3): Harvard University
majoring in African
American studies

Aidan Murphy (ranked
No. 6): Cornell University

majoring in zoology/animal
science
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matched with Princeton University
and Samantha with Haverford
College.

Out of more than 18,500
applicants, QuestBridge selected
6,885 finalists to be considered for
the QuestBridge National College
Match Scholarship. This year,
QuestBridge’s 42 college partners
matched with a record number of
1,464 finalists, who are recognized
as Match Scholarship Recipients.
The Match Scholarship is offered
as part of a financial aid package
provided by the college that
covers the full cost of attendance,
including tuition, room and board,
books and supplies, and travel
expenses.

Anna has a weighed GPA of
103.17. She has been named
an AP Scholar with Distinction,
has received awards in the
Covantage and LISEF programs
and is part of the National and
Tri-M Music honor societies.

Anna is an active member of the
Global Ambassadors, Key Club,
One Mind Club and Treehuggerz
Club. She plans to study chemical
and biological engineering at
Princeton.
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Samantha is also an AP Scholar
with Distinction and boasts a GPA
of 101.98. She has been part of
the mentorship science program
at Farmingdale State College and
was one of 10 students accepted
into the summer marine studies

enrichment program run by BOCES.

Samantha received a STEP stipend
award and was chosen to attend
the STEP conference in Albany

last year. She is a member of the
Student Council and has been part
of the National and Tri-M Music
honor societies, Key Club and
Science Olympiad. Samantha plans
to study chemistry at Haverford.
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COPIAGUE Connections

A GREAT PLACE TO LEARN
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While the pandemic has
shifted how guidance counselors,
support staff, social workers and
psychologists interact with students,
the need for their support has
perhaps never been greater. To
ensure the needs of the entire school
community are met, our support

staff have shifted the way they work.

Connections — with students
and their parents — remain a top
priority in every school setting for

COUNSELORS KEEP CONNECTIONS A

both in-person and
remote learners. At
the elementary level,
counselors and support
staff are doing virtual
visits and check-ins
with students who

are working remotely.
Many are streaming
into classrooms and logging into
Google Meets with students for
counseling sessions. Thinking outside
the box and outside the walls of

the classroom is also a major shift.
Counselors are teaching students
how to deal with the stress of the
pandemic with virtual calm-down
rooms and outdoor social-emotional
activities.

At the secondary level, counselors
said remaining positive, solving
problems and keeping a team
mentality are of utmost importance.
Working side by side with teachers
to enable student participation is
critical.

"It is so important that families
know we are in this together and are
here to support them,” Copiague
Middle School counselor

Affimation Stat

Shakira Lewis said. “Call, email,
ParentSquare...whatever they are
most comfortable with, we will
respond.”

The high school mentoring
program has continued, shifting to
Zoom this year.

“This mentoring program provides
our students with leadership and
development opportunities,” Jim
McCabe, director of guidance, said.
“Students see this program as an
opportunity to form a relationship
with another trusted adult. Students
work with their mentors on time
management skills, organization
skills, communicating effectively,
navigation of the college process,
balancing academic with personal
responsibilities and expanding
their résumé with networking
experiences.”
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continues to celebrate students
through the student of the
month recognition and ensure
that both hybrid and virtual
students are celebrated.




